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Minutes of Evidence, 2545

¢t with a view to obtain the Covernmen{ grant,  Dut, notwithstanding
¢ this, the chairman of the board moved that the public school in the
¢ district should be tanght in one of these—the one further west--which
¢ was accordingly dene, in the fac2 of a protesting minority of the School
* Board, the earnest petitions and remonstrances of the parents and rate-
¢ payers of the distyict, and the recommendations of the Board of Educa-
¢tion. Instead uf this, there shuuld have been erected a new school in a
¢ central part of the district, as was strongly recommended by the Board
¢ of Education, which would be accessible to all the children of the dis-
ttriet. 'The building in which the school was now taught had to be
¢ vepaired year after year, but, as regularly it was found wanting by Her
¢ Majesty’s inspector. The repeated directions of the Board of Edueation
f to build s house halfway between the two old schools were persistently
¢jgnored. At last, when the old house in the west was niterly condemned
¢ by the local architect, the board, led by ita chairman, setting all remon-
¢ strances at defiance, transferred the school to the other cld building to
‘ the east of the district. This placed the school beyond the reach of the
“children jn the west of the Strath. The house was repaired by the
¢ board, but did oot satisfy the inspector. The singular thing is, that the
“ hoard used public money in this, and in the other house west, to
“improve private property. As the school was now so far away, the
‘ children did not come to it. To punisk them for not coming all the
* distance the board wished then:, it was moved {11th February 1880) by
¢ the chairman, and as a matter of course carried, that the parents of
¢ gaid children should be prosecuted. This was done, and the issues of it
¢ were that the psople thus treated were wounded to the core with indig-
¢ pation at the conduct of the beard for the insult which was added to
¢ the injury done to their children, and the board had to pay £42 in the
¢ form of law expenses. As the only dissentient from this decision of thé
¢ board to prosecute these people, I submitted my reasons for so doing,
¢ when the chairman, without consulting any member of the board, threw
* the paper which contained my reasons of dissent aside. T remonstirated
¢ with him for this, and stated that I would report his (the chairman's)
¢ pppressive and tyrannical conduct in the School Board to his noble
¢ master the Duke of Sutherland, whereupon he called me by an unworthy
* epithet, and lifted his stick evidently threatening physical violence—
¢ which attitude, conpled with the well-known fact thzt he can use his
*hand with effect when it serves his purpose, I confess I shook all
¢ gver, as | never did before any man before. The irrecoverable loss thas
¢ sustained by the children of the district in question irritated the people
* 80 much that their indignation at the factor's policy in the board, was to
¢ g considerable extent the cause of the riot on the occasion of the ease of
* forcible eviction in said district last year. The perpetual quarrels in the
‘ board, the loss sustained by the children, the unfair way of spending the
* money of the ratepayers, all led the leaders of the people in the Estab-
¢lished and Free Church congregations to take this matter in hand, and
* deemed it prudent, in the interests of all, that the factor should be left
‘out at Jast triennial election. The new board thus elected at once pro-
* geeded to arrange for a new school being built for the district ic a central
*and suitable locality,  After a protracted snd unseemly struggle with
‘ the authorities, a site at last has just been obtained for the school. If
* this had been done ten years ago, it would have saved much money to the
‘ ratepayers, considerable ill-fecling in the whole place, and, above all,
Virrevocable loss to the children. I respectfully submit that—other
“things being equal—seeing the Duke of Sutherland hath such interest
‘gt stake in education over his extensive estate, I would, as a matter of
* fair play, have his representative in every Schocl Board in the county.
6 ¥y Y 7Y
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‘ Yes, other things being equal, but, T am sorry to say, that they are not
¢ s0, but most unequal. While his Grace chooses to have men represent-
¢ ing him who cannot act in a gentlemanly manner, who cannot treat those
¢ with whom they have to deal but as inferiors, I say to all who have
¢ respect for themselves, and regard for the proaperity of their children,
¢ let them not allow & factor to rule in a school board. Two great evils
‘ beset this mavagement of thiz vast estate—one is the absence of tha
¢ proprietor and his commissioner for ten moaths of the year, and the
¢ other is to leave the whole estate in the charge of men who are out of all
¢ sympathy with the people they have to govern.  These men, owing to
¢ their knowledge of the work, und the ignorance of the superior authori-
f ties of it by reason of their absence from the county, are practically
¢ ircesponsible.’

39516, I have allowed this paper to be read to an end, because I
thought something might come which bore upon the inferests more
directly with which we are concerned, but it seems to me that, generally
speaking, it 1s rather a question for the Board of Education and for the
School Board of this place than for our consideration. However, I will
endeavour to bring it into eonpection with eur inquiry in thiz way, How
is the SchoolBoar d composed +—It i3 now composed of parties in the
parish.  They are all in the parish except one gentleman. He was
elected purposely to assist us to get a site in a suitable district—to get this
new building to which I have referred erected.

39517, From what class are the members taken ?—They are tenants—

fters.

39518. Is the crofting class represented on the board {—Yes, they are
all crofters except myself and anvther gentleman from the adjoining
parish. There are two clergymen on the board and three crofters, making
five in all.

39519, And then the gentleman from ontside-—-who is he7—A clergyman,

39520, What communion does he belong to —The Free Church.

39521, Then there are two Free Church clergymen and three crofters?
—Yes.

39522, Therefore the School Board has a popular representative charac-
ter I—Quite so.

39523, Well, it remains with the School Board to take what measures
they like for the welfare of the people now #—Yes.

39524, Then what is the object of your reading this long remonstrance
and complaint to us ~—In order that the exposure thus made may be a
check upon such a system, whether amongst us again or in cny other
parish, because we find ap exposure of these things is the very best check
to put upen-them.

39525, In the meantime, you see a way out of all your difficufties +—1I
am hoping to see a way out.

39526, Mr Fraser-Alackintosh.~—1 presume you have also brought for-
ward this statement here because the crofting interests have suffered in
ths past ?—They have.

39527, Materially #—Materially.

39528, According to your own knowledge ?-—Yes.

84529, And you think in that way you had a right properly
to bring it before the Commission now sitting?—I think, as you
are sitting for the other grievances, this being such a serious grievance
fur 5o long and not a solitary instance, it was desirable you should know
this.

39530. And oue, unfortunately, that may have a lasting ill effect —
It will have a lasting effect, because the children lost their education, and

they caunot get it again,
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Angus Marmesox Porsow, Merchant, Golspie (32)—examined,

39531, The Chairman.—You have been chosen as the delegate of the
fishermen particularly from Golspie —Golspie, and Embo as well.

39532, Will you have the goodress to read your memorial on behalf of
fishermen %+ Statement by the Fishermen of Embe, parish of Dornoch,—
¢ The village of Embo (alfas Fiskerton) contains from 70 to 100 families,
‘and numbered at last census about 700 souls. This statement or
‘ memorial is intended to acquaint the Royal Commission with the cie-
¢ cumstances of the people of this village, and to pray that the Royal
‘Commission may consider their case, and suggest the use of such
* measures as may improve their circumstances. The fishermen of Embo,
‘in so far as their external lot is concerned, have little more than the
followmg grievances to complain of i —1. Thr_/ have no land.—The
crofters in other parts of the parish complain of teo little land, or
of the poverty of their land, but the people of Embo village have
no land whatever, good or bad. They pay high rents fur the
stances on which their bouses stand, the erection and maintenance
of which devolve upon themselves, and yet they bhave no land
“allowed in which to plant potatoes or any other kinds of crops to
help them to maintain their familics. What is desired is alloeations of
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‘not less than two acres of Jand for each household. This amount of -

‘land can easily be reclaimed from the common on the north and east
‘sides of the village, and the memorialists are wiiling to reclaim the
“land themselves. 2. They harve no harkour or place of refuge jor their
* boats.—Did the fishermen of Embo have a good harbour and the facilities
* for prosecuting their own profession, which a harbour would afferd, they
¢ might feel the wapt of land less. But, in consequence of their Leing
¢ without a harbour, they are unable to prosecute their own profession in
“any weather but the finest; and while at sea they are in imminent
¢ danger of losing life and property from want of a convenient place of
¢ retreat to flee to in the event of a change of weather. They are further
¢ exposed to disadvantage from the trawling syst-m and the occasional
¢ visits of large tug steamers, whereby the fish is destroyed in large
¢ quantities. In regard to the two disadvantages named, the fishermen
* of Embo feel assured that there is no fishing community, either on the
* north-east or west coasts of Seotland, so badly off as they are. When
‘ the herring fishing fails, owing to the local inconveniencies for fishing,
‘ their efforts to make up for the loss by the home fishing are very pre-
‘ carious ; and sheuld they fail both in the herring fishing and in the
¢ home fishing, their entire want of land leaves them in circumstaneces of
‘ the greatest poverty. For these and other ressons which might be men-
‘ tioned, and which may be mentioned in the event of the Royal
¢ Commission according te them a hearing, the fishermen of FEmbo
¢ hespeak the kind consideration of the (‘oumlssmners and in the
* event of the Commission suggesting any means whereby their circum-
¢ stances may be improved, the memorialists will ever cherish a sense of
¢ their obligations to the members of the Royal Commission and to Her
¢ Majesty's Government for appointing them. At a meeting of fishermen
¢ residing at Embo, held at Dornoch, the following parties were appointed
¢ a3 delegates to give evidence before the Royal Commission at Golspie, or
¢at any convenient centre in the neighbourhood at which they may be
*ipvited to meet the Commissioners :—William Ress, Donald M'Kay,
¢ Donald Cumming, Kenneth Fraser, Peter Fraser, Hugh Grant—all
¢ tishermsen and inhabitants of Embe. In addition to the advantage of an
¢ gllotment of land financially, the delegates are strongly of opinion that
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¢ it would be a great service morally to the inhabitants to have a small
¢ portion of land to engage their attention during those periods of the
¢ year when their oceupation cannot be prosecuted, The fishermen are
“also prepared to pay to his Grace the Duke of Sutherland (for faicly
‘ good land) at the rate of £1 per acre, and it may be meativued that
‘ they now pay in the locality at the rate of £7 per acre, and provide the
¢ manure rejuired, & As to harbour accommodation, they admit that
‘it is hardly practicable to have one at Embo. Bat at Golspie there is
! every facility afforded, and the one now started there cught to be con-
¢ structed to suit the requirements of the fishermen of Embo as well as
* Golspie. They fish upon the ground off Golspie, and can get vut and in
* there even now (without a harbour), when it is quite impossible to do the
¢ same at Embo or other harboars along the coast.  As an example of one of

- “ the many hardships endured by us, we beg to state the following narra-

f tive :—Upon the 19th September last, owing to the bad state of the
¢ fishing at home (and in our opinion mainly owing to trawling), nine
¢ of our boats were oblizged to go to Loch Hourn, to endeavour to make at
¢ all hazards, by every means possible, a living for our many dependants.
f But yet, after all our efforts, we were actually starved out and obliged
‘to come home. We reached here (Embo) upon the dth October, and
¢ during our ahsance the nine boats only fished three baskets {or one basket
fless than a cran). It is needless to say what state we found our de-
¢ pendants in on our return—many of them in poverty and want. The
¢ delegates furmed part of the different crews, and it may be of interest to
¢ state that Kenneth Fraser has got s wife and seven of a family to
{ support, William Rosz has got a wife and nine of a family to support,
* Donald Mackay has got a wife and eight of a family to support, Donald
¢ Cumming has got a wife and eight of a family to support, and Peter
¢ Fraser has got a wife and five of a family to support. Now, seeing that
‘it is truly impossible for us to make anything like a falr living out of
¢ the sea alone, we do hope that aid may be granted us, and that land may
¢ be had to suit our wants, and all we ask for i3 two acres for each family
¢ and we will gladly pay for the same at the rate of £1 per acre, in fairness
¢ to ourselves as well as to his Grace the Duke of Sutherland (that is, of
¢ course, for fair land). At the present time, we may state that we pay
¢ the tenants in the loeality at the rate of £7 per acre for potato land, and
‘ have also to procure the manure required (along with our wives and
¢ familics) long distances in creels upon our backs, very hard work indeed.
¢ So far as regards Embo, and now with regard to Golspie. The principal
¢ grievance there is the want of mussel bait, and they consider it a very
* hard grievance. Many years ago they had the use of the bait at Little
f Ferry at bs. per head. Afterwards the price rose to Ts. 6d., again to
¢10s., and again to 20s, per man. Thercafter 1s, 6d. per basket was
¢ charged, again 2s., and yet again 23. 6d., the present price. One basket
f of mussels is hardly sufficient to bait the lines of one man, and very
¢ often the return for the 2s. 6d. is only 6d. per man. With regard to
¢ the scandalous mode of life to which the women and children of the
¢ village are subjected, it does not require me to say mnch to convince
¢ your Lordship that matters ought to be and must be bettered, The bais
* which I refer to the fisherwomen require to carry in creels or baskets
¢ fweighing when full about two cwt. each) a distance of nearly four miles
¢ {or out and in about eight miles). They *“redd ” the lines and also bait
‘them. They dig in the sand with spades—very arduous work even for
¥ men—for certzin kinds of baif, and in the eoldest days of winter they
¢ are obliged to wade much over knee deep (and that barefooted) into the

chilly brire, with hard frost and snow on the ground. They assist in
¢ lJaunching and hauling up the boats, often long distances. They carry
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“the men into and out of the scveral boats. They require to assist in
¢ carrying'the’fish from the boats to the curing yard, and often travel long
¢ distances to soll the same ; and besides all this, they require to attend to
¢ their bousehold duties.’

39533. Sheriff Nicolson.—When was the village of Embo founded ?
Has it been there from time immemorial 3—Yes.

39534. Have they ever had any land +—No.

39535, They have lived entirely by fishing —Yes.

39536. Is the fishing entirely white fish #—All kinds,

39537. Do they go to the herring fishing also #-—Yes.

39538, What kind of boats have you I—Joln Grant, fisherman, Embo
{50). Small boats about eighteen feet keel. We cannot go far out, be-
cause there is not a harbour where we can haul them: up or down

398539, You don't complain in your paper of the harbour —No, but if
we could get a piece of land for our family, so that we could dry our nets,
I pay £7 or £8 an acre for land. :

39540. Have you not so much as a kailyard —XNo.

39541, Had you never such a thing +— Yes ; our grandfathers had land,

39542. When was it taken from them It was taken many years ago.

39543, Was it given to some farmers 7—It was given for big farms,
There is a farmer who has 2000 acres of lapd.

39544. Have any of you a cow I—XNo.

39545. Where do you get milk —We have to buy it and pay for it.

39546, Where have you to go for it %—Four miles, three miles, and
two miles-—perhaps as far as the first farm that will give it.

39547. Is the complaint sbout the bait confined to Golsple, or does it
extend to Embo? Do you complain about the mussels +—We complain the
very same.

30548, Only you have not so far to go for them ?—The very same. We
have to go to Little Ferry and Dornoch, and sometimes siz or seven miles.

39549, Ts there no other bait that can be used %—We can use cockles,
but there is a great deal of labour with them. I have to be barefooted on
the ground in the snow and rain, and then carry the basket four miles on
my back

39550, Is it not possible for you to get any other bait 1—No, we could
not buy them as they are so dear—2s. 6d. a basket ; that is horrid—it
is psst bearing altogether. 1If I paid that 2s. 6d. it would not pay me,
because perbaps I would not get a shilling’s worth of fish.

39551, The Chairman.—Who gathers the bait, and who sells it +—The
Duke of Sutherland has a man there,

39552, It is gathered and sold by a man who gathers the bait on the
shore +—Yes,

39553, Do the mussels belong to the Duke?—He claims them when
they are on the edge of his ground

39554, Does he let the right of gathering the mussels toamagn? Does
the man who gathers the mussels and sclls them to you pay a rent to the
Duke?—XNo, but the Duke pays him so much a year to do so.

39555, To gather the mussels and then to sell them to you - -Yes.

39556, Sherdff Nicolson.—1 thought you gathered the mussels your-
selves T—The man gathers them, but they would grow better the way they
are, but they are meking out to claim them.

39557. The Chairman.——Do you say the Duke employs a man to
gather the mussels —Yes, six or seven.

39558, And these men sell the mussels to you ?-—Yes,

39559, Who gets the price you pay; does it go to the Duke It
goes to the Duke.

39560. And you say the price has been very much raised of late years;
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but perhaps the Duke has to pay higher wages to the people to gather
them I cannot say about that, but they don’t want anybody to go near
them at all.

39561, Then the bait is gathered by the Duke’s agents. About the
land, if the Duoke plsased to give the land, is there any land near the
village which he could take away from a farm and let to you +—Yes, pleuty.

39562, Did you say you were sometimes paying £7 or £8 for the land
—7Yes, if not more, I pay 2d. a yard for a piece six yards broad, and
that comes to about £7, 10s,

38563, You pay that to the farmer +—Yes.

39564. But you would be willing to pay £1 to the Duke?—Yes,
besides our own labour.

39565, What do you think could be done for the improvement of the
fishermen here M7 Polson. The best thing that could be done would
be in the way of granting a proper harbour suitable for the two villages,
and at the same time to allow them an allotment of land.

39566. Is there something being doue towards a barbour %—There is
something on a very small scale.

39567, Is it done at the Duke’s expense?—No; it is done altogether
through some gentlemen who are interested in the fishermen of both
places.

39568. You mean some gentlemen are combined to improve the har-
bour +—Yes.

39569. Will they have to pay any rent to the Duke?—I have not the
slightest doubt we are willing to pay for the harbour.

39570, If you bad a harbour, would it be possible to introduee a better
kind of boat —Yes. The boats are now perfect shells, and very dangerous
indeed.

39571. Are none of the large decked boats in use at all?—XNo, they
cannot come in. At Embo the boats require to be drawn down 300 yards
till they reach the water.

39572. You spoke about the hardships the women endare; do the
women endure greater hardships than is common among the women of the
fishing classes in general i—Ever so much, becausc they have harbours in
other places, and here they have not.

39573. Why do they carry their husbands ashore on their backs?—I
can hardly answer the question, but it is really a sad state of matters.

39574. Could not the men get out of the boats and walk ashore?—I
cannot answer that. The men are often very tired, and in going out again
they require to get out to the boats dry.

39575. Have they not got waterproof clothes +—Not many of them,

WioiLian INNEs, Crofter, Gruids (58)—examined.

39576, The Chairman.-—The point I want to ask you about iz this.
Iu a statement that was presented it was sald that in your township a
portion of the common pasture had been taken away twenty-six years ago,
and had been added to a farm $—Yes.

39577, The factor, Mr Fraser, came and stated absolutely that none of
the common pasture was ever {aken away from the crofters in your town-
ship at all during the time of Sir James Matheson’s proprietorship }—Yes,
it was taken away from them twenty-six years ago. ‘

39578. A portion of the common pasture +—7Yes, miles of it.

39579, To whom was it given —DMr Sellar, and Mr Fraser, the factor.

39580. And it bad always been used before by the crofters?—Yes
since my grandfuther's time.

39681, Had they paid rent for it along with the erofts i—Yes.
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Jorxw Mmreg, Crofter, Gruids (74)—examined.

39582. The Chairman.—How long have you been in the oceupation of
a croft at Gruids 1 have been there sinee I was born.

39533, Since you have been there has any of the common pasture of
the township bezen taken away !—Yes, a long time ago.

39584. Is it since the family of Matheson got the estate, or wus it
bzfore they got the estate I—It was after Sir James’ time that the hill was
last taken from us.

39585, Mr Fracer-Mackintosh.—How many years agod—Upwards of
twenty years ago.

39586, Was there a good piece taken away —Yes, two or three miles
of hill,

39587. Who got it —Mr Sellar, who was a sheep farmer there.

39588. Have they got it back —No,

The following statements were also handed in :—

¢ The Gricvances of William Campbell, tenant-farmer, FEdin, Rogart.
¢ —1. Having no road coming to the place, only the liberty of ecrossing
‘ the river at a ford, which is not passable, but very seldom during the
¢ winter and spring quarters of the year, An application had been pre-
¢ sented to the Duke for a track of road to the place, the answer given
‘ by the factor was, if I wounld pay interest for the making a road it would
‘be granted. 2. In consequence of this disadvantage, the farm offices are
“in perfect rnin for the want of a road to drive the materials for their
‘ building.  Another hardship endured is paying £6 of interest for the
‘ money not expended for the farm offices during the currency of the
¢ lease, 3. Imcreasing the rent. When occupied by my father the rent
‘ was £9, When he died the place was measured, and the rent raised to
¢ £30 a year. The half of the arable land now is reelaiming ground, for
¢ which no compensation was paid.’

¢ John Matheson, delegate for Greenhill, Dalchalm, and East Brora,
¢ parish of Clyne. The principal grievance of the districts is the small-
¢ ness of the crofts, and the general desire is for more arable land. The
¢ crofts run from about two to six acres, and the pasture is very poor sandy
¢ links, overstocked with rabbits. The soil of the whole district is very
¢ poor and sandy, and in dry seasoms will scarcely yield the amount of
¢ seed sown. Part of the land is fenced by the crofters themselves. The
¢ proprietor grants the timber required for improving the houses of the
¢ ¢crofters, the rest must be provided by themselves without any prospect of
¢ compensation for their outlay. There is also a general complaint about
¢ the rise of rent when a relative of the former tenant succeeds tv a croft.
¢ The rents are being raised from 10s. to £2, and from 15s. to nearly £4
‘ on the death of parents or predecessors. Although the lots have been
¢ curtailed by the passing through of the railway line, mo compensation
¢ has been given to the crofters for this. Although the rents are raised so
¢ high, many of the crofters are obliged to 1~ thrashing whins for several
¢ months in the winter and spring to keep their cattle alive. There is
“about 150 acres of poor arable land in this distriet, and about filty
¢ families and about 196 of a population. The average stock of the dis-
¢ trict is one cow and follower and one horse ; and part of the district get
¢ pasture for one cow each during the summer and autumn in a park held
* by the proprietor for 15s. each. The grazing is not good as a rule. The
¢ crofters are not afraid of being evicted, but they like to get some kind.
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SUTHER- ¢ of reasonable security for their holdings, more pastare, and, if poseible,
LAND. ¢ more arable land at a fair rent ; they also wish that ground officers and
Gotspre,  * Other officials would not interfere with them in the exercise of their

— ¢ rights ns voters. My own rent was raised from £2, 11s, 6d. to £4, and
¢ the two Lest parts of my lot given to other crofters without any given
¢ reason.’

Rew. Joln Muatheson,.—* Having been minister of the Free Church
“at Lairg for the last thirty-cight years, I have had opportunities of
¢ pbtaining some knowledge of the system of estate management in
¢ Satherland, and of the cendition of the people during that period.
¢ In the parish of Lairg, with which I have more particularly to do,

there are two landed properties—one of them belonging to Lady
¢ Matheson of Achany, the other to his Grace the Duke of Sutherland,
¢ With regard to Lady Matheson, it is proper to observe that it is only a
¢ short time since she came to have the property of Achany in her own
¢ bands, and this, of course, is to be taken into account in conuneetion with
¢ anything that may be said concerning its present management. From
¢ what I know of her Ladyship, I have reason to beligve that she would be
¢ ready to remove any well-grounded causes of complaint on the part of
*her tenants on such being rightly represented to her. With respect to
¢ the Duks of Sutherland, it is due to his Grace that his kindness to the
¢ peopls of the parish of Lairg should be acknowledged. Ilis improve-
‘ ments in the reclamation of land in the district of Shinness, on such a
*large seale, were of great benefit to them in giving them employment in
¢ their immediate neighbourhood for years. His Grace, morevver, showed
* his interest in their true well-being by erecting an elegant iron chureh
¢ for the workmen, and for those who were fo be permanent residents in
¢ that locality, and more recently by giving his own luncheon house to
‘ accommodate the missionary of the district. The people, I have no
¢ doubt, would all desire that these obligations should be gratefully
¢ acknowledged. The Duke's estate in Sutherlandshire being so exten-
‘ give, it is, of course, o matter of importance that it should be under
‘sound system of management. I beg to submit to the Cemmis-
‘sion my opinien as to some thingg in which I think the system
‘ of management is capable of improvement. 1. The want of middle-
‘class farms appears to be a great defect in the divisiou of land
‘in Sutherlandshire. In general there are only two classes of farms,
* those that are very large and those that are small. A gradation of farms
‘is very desirable for various reasons. It would tend to promote more
* kindly intercourse between different classes of the community, and a
¢ larger number of young men might be expected to obtain a university
¢ education, The number of persons belonging to this county who study
* for the learned professions is comparatively small. 2. Those having
‘amall farms being tenants at will, or having their holdings only from
¢ year to year, have no great encouragement to improve either their land
* or their dwellings. Their having & lease, or some equivalent security, as
¢ well as the prospect of compensation for improvements that may be
‘ made with the concurrence of the proprietor, is much to be desirea, 3,
* The time of a family’s bereavement, in the removal of the head ot the
“ hoosehold by death, being made the occasion of increasing the rent, is
¢ unseasonable.  Those left behind are then in general in less favourable
‘ circumstances thau before. 4. When a tenaut’s rent is about to be
“incressed his lot of land might Lo valued by competent persons on
! whose impartiality reliance could be placed. —Jorn MacrAERsON.’

{ApsouryeD.]
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BONAR BRIDGE, SUTHERLAND, TUESDAY, OCTOBETRR 9, 1883.
(See Appendiz 4, LXVIL)

Present i—

Lord Narier anp Ertrick, K.T., Clhalrman.
8ir KexxetH S, Mackexzig, Bart.

Donswp Camerow, Esq. of Lochicl, M.P.

C. Fraser-Mackivtoss, Esq., M.P.

Sheriff Nicovrsox, LL.D,

Josera PracocR—re-examined.

30589. The Chairman.—1 believe you have got a statement on a par-
ticular point connected with what occurred yesterday which you wish to
make —Yes, I have a short statement to make with reference to the paper
read at Golspis yesterday afternoon by the Rev. A, Mackay about the
Rogart School Board, I desire, with your Lordship’s permission, and in
justice to the former members of that board, to submit some facts and
dates that, I believe, do not appear in that paper. I have no intention
to refer to the larger part of it, so personal to myself, farther than to ex-
press my regret that Mr Mackay did not submit those remarks to soms
minister or genileman of acknowledged position in the Free Church.
Had he done so, I venture to think he would have heen advised to with-
hold it. At the time of the election of the first School Board in 1872,
the Free Church of Rogart was vacant, and, in the hope that the vacancy
might be filled in time, the election was purposely delayed as long as
possible, and was fixed for the 25th June 1873. There was no contest,
and the members elected eomsisted of the Free Church minister, Rev. C.
Macdonald ; the Free Church minister of Lairg ; Mr Sangster, a large tenant
farmer; Mr Macpherson, a merchant and erofter, also an office-bearer in
the Free Church ; and myself, as representing the Duke, who is almosé
the sole proprietor in the parish. This board, it will be admitted, fairly
represented all parties concerned, and I was unanimeusly appointed chair-
man, The board deveted much time and attention to the work of intro-
duging the Education Aci into the parish, and their recommendations
received the approval of the Education Department. During the period
of that board’s three years’ tenure of office the Rev. A. Mackay was)in-
ducted to the vacaney in the Free Church, Mr Macpherson retired from -
the board, and Mr Mackay, the new minister, was elected in his place.
In 1876, the second board was elected without a contest, and consisted of
the same members, with one exeception; Mr George Barclay, another
large farmer, was elected in place of Mr Sangster. In 1879 the third
board was elected also without a contest, and consisted of the same per-
sons, with myself as chairman. During that board’s tenure of office some
considerable discussion took place in reference to the school accommeoda-
tion in the west side of the parish; and towards the end of the threas
years Mr Macpherson retired from the board, and 3r D. Menzies, another
large farmer, was elected in his place. Without going into unnecessary
defail, I believe T am justified, as chairman of the board during those nine
years, in stating that their resolutions were the outcome of a sincere desire
on the part of all concerned to do the best for the parish, and that these
resclutions were approved of by the Education Department. In 1882 a
new School Board was elected, consisting of the Rev. A. Mackay, Free
Chureh, Rogart; Rev. J. Macpherson, Free Church, Lairg; Messrs
J. Mackay, J. Munro, and A. BErown, crofters :—thus leaving the Duke
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and the large farmers entirely unrepresented—not in accordance with the
principles of the Act. As to the setings of this board I have no desire to
say a word. It is to be hoped that, in any future legislation, care will be
taken to secure that the interests of proprietors in so important a matter

-as education shall be more carefully provided for.

Joay CrawrorD, Factor on the Sutherland Estates, Tongue Tiatrich
(71)}—examined.

39590. The Chairman.— We understand you have a statement to read to
the Commission +—Yes,—¢I have been factor for the Duke of Sutherland
¢ in the Tongue district since Whitsunday 1859. The district extends from
¢ the march of Caithness on the east to Loch FEriboll on the west, and
' from the sea on the north to Benarmin on the south. The population
¢ of the district under my care is, by last census, 3900 souls. Rental
¢ shown by the valvation roll of the county is £17,959. For the con-
¢ venience of the Commissioners, and in the interests of the inquiry, T
¢ propose to deal categorically with the statements of witnesses at Bebty-
*hill on 24th and 23th July last, so far as they relate to the property
*nuder my factorship. The Rev, James Cummning, witness, made state-
 ments as to what he was pleased to call oppression and misrule on the
¢ part of the factor, and Nustrated these facts by references to—1. Fines,
¢ I herewith submit copy of estate regulations in force before the Reay
* property was purchased by the Duke of Sutherland (Appendix No. 1
fand No. 1a). These have been continued with considerably less
¢ stringency until now. DBeing sixty miles from a law court, if order is to
‘ be maintained amongst a crofter population, the landlord must establish
¢ suifable rules to enforce 1t other than by formal process of law. Small
¢ fines of 2s. 6d. or 5s. are inflicted for repeated transgressions by cutiing
* feal or turf on green ground, improper peat cukting, subdivision of the
¢ lots, and for taking in permanent lodgers. 2. Harsh Preatment on the
¢ purt of Opficials, of which the following are instances:—(1) As to
‘ Thomas Morrison and Angus Rankin in a case of removal (Appendix
¢ No. 2). Rankin was tenant of a lot of land at la per annum of rent.
*He was an old man living alone. About 1865 he applied for and ob-
‘ taiped permission to take in Thomas Morrison as a lodger, whose wife
* was to keep house and attend to Rankin. This arrangement cortinued
funtil 1878, when Rankin’s condition, from Morrison's neglect, was
‘found to be Jamentable, and the old man was placed under the chargoe
¢ of the inspector of poor, who had him attended to until his death, By
¢ estate rule it is inconsistent for o man to be both a tenant and a pauper.
¢ Rankin and his lodger were therefore asked to grant a veluntary renun-
‘ eiation of the place that a new fenant might be selected. By advice
¢ they declined—mentioning Mr Cumming as their adviser—and formal
¢ steps were taken to obtain possession. On the term day the key of the
“ house was asked and refused. Fjectment was about to be enforced
¢ when Morrison, for the first time, intimated his wish to take the lot.
*1 stopped proceedings, and told Morrison the terms on which T wag
¢ prepared to recommend Lim as tenant, viz, on his paying the expense
¢ of legal proceedings, amounting to £4. That the old rent of 1s, would
“ be the rent for erop or downlay 1878, and that the new valnatiom of
¢ Messts MDonald & MKenzie of £3, 7s would be his future rent for
*erop 1879, and thereafter during the Duke’s pleasure. He agreed fo
* thess terms at once, and has continued in possession, paying from and
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‘after 1879 the rent of £3, Te. as mentioned. (2) The case of George
¢ M‘Eay (More), Talmine. This man also occupied a lot for over foriy
¢ years at 1s, per annum of rent. He applied for permission to take in a
‘ relative as joint-tenant and successor. Consent to this arrangement was.
* given on the condition that the new valuation of the croft, £3, 1s. 64.
¢ per annum, should be paid from and after the term of Whitsunday
¢ 1878, when the joint-tenancy began. He and his relative had free
‘ option to accept or reject this proposal. They voluntarily accepted the,
¢ joint-tenancy on the terms mentioned, and paid the rent accordingly"
‘until 1882. In consequence of ¢ne of George’s sons being drowned in
¢ Talmine Bay, and another who went abroad not heing heard of for
¢ some years, by which the old man was left without Lelp other than by
¢ his late son’s widow, the Duke of Sutherland has reconsidered this case,
‘and has reduced the rent to a nominal sum of 10s. per annum, on con-
¢ dition no other party is admitted to an interest in the lot other than his
¢ son’s widow. (3) Case of Hugh Munre, Talmine, This man occupied
¢ for a similar period at 4s. 10d. per annum, and having made a similar
¢ request for the admission of a friend, he got a similar reply. He and
¢ his friend William Munro agreed to pay the new valuation, £2, 18s., as
¢ from Whitsunday 1877 ; and they have since regularly paid it without
‘ complaint.  In each of these three cases above mentioned, according to
¢ the practice of the estate, no change in the rent would have been made
‘ 50 long as there was no change in the tenancy, and so long as the sitting
¢ tenant chose fo continue in possession by himself. 3. Improvement of
¢ Houses and Lots, which Mr Cumming confizes to the last few months,
‘ and were instigated, as he alleges, by the appointment of the Royal
¢ Commission.—1 have to state that in 1862 T applied for and obtained a
¢ grant of £150 for purchasing lime and timber by way of assisting the
¢ crofters in building division walls between their families and their
¢ cattle. The ouly condition required of the tenant in order to share in
¢ this grant was that he should supply the necessary labour; and in cases
¢ where slates were used for new roofing of cottages, they were supplied
¢ by the landlord at cost price, and the tenant was allowed three or more
¢ years, according to his circumstances, for their repayment. These
¢ grants, and the conditions cn which they could be shared in, are well
¢ known since 1862 to the fenantry in this distriet. This allowance of
¢ £150 was sonually conéinued by the Duke, but for ten years the
¢ grants of lime and timber were only very partially taken advantage of
* by the tenants, In 1873 the allowance was slightly exceeded, but for
¢ the next five years the full amount was not applied for by the tenants.
¢ From 1879 to 1882 inclusive, very considerable progress was made in
¢ improving existing dwelling-houses and in erecting new ones of a
¢ superior character, and, by way of encouraging this movement, the
¢ Duke, with his usual consideration for the comfort of his peopls, more
¢ than doubled the annual allowanee, For dwelling-houses of the better
¢ class the crofters were allowed from 30 to 50 bolls of lime, timber for
¢ roofing, flooring for parlour, closet, and attics, partition and door
¢ standards, and glass for windows; slate aft cost price on three or
¢ more years’ credit, State showing annual alfowance and grants applied
¢ for from 1862 to 1882 is herewith submitted (see Appendix No. 3).
4. Improvements of Lots.—Improvements, as a rule, are very imperfectly
¢ executed by the crofters, especially drainage. 1 prefer that improve-
¢ ments be done by the landlord, because they are better done, A crofter
¢ rarely possesses sufficient capital, or the practical experience requisite,
*for carrying on such works with espedition or benefit to himself.
¢ When the landlord improves, the tenant, as a rule in this distriet,
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¢ executes the work either by contract or on day’s pay,and he has a
¢ special intercst in having it well and cheaply done. While maintaining
¢ his family by his daily earnings, he at the same time secures the founda-
* tion for future profit as well as comfort. 5. Mr Cumming refers to the
¢ persecution ¢f people on the estate for poaching. I do not remember
¢ more than four, or at most five cases, during the whole twenty-four
¢ years of my factory here. Two of these were of trivial character, and
¢ were dismissed with an admonition. Two were of more serious
¢ character—one being comhbined with a charge of theft—and these more
¢ gerious cases were prosecuted by the procurator-fiseal, and resulted in
¢ conviction and sentenice. One of these cases was referred to by William
¢ M‘Kenzie, delegate from Strathhalladale. Mr Cumming complains that
‘T am eyes and ears, hands and feet, to the Duke of Sutherland. I have
¢ to thank him for this no doubt unintentional compliment, for I always
¢ consider it my duty so to act for his Grace inr his absence. The next
* witness examined was Williamw M‘Kenzie, Trantlemore, Strathhalladale.
¢ This witness did not by any means represent the majority of the crofters
¢ in the Strath, nor even a respectable minority of them. He gave a very
f inagcurate report of the hill grazings in conuection with the Strath lots.
¢ The grazing is fairly good, some of it very superior, and on an average
¢ quite equal to the general grazing on that side of the country. The
¢ average extent is estimated at about ninety acres per croft. The people
“of this Strath are considered on the whole about ag comfortable and in-
¢ dependent as any in the county. There are, no doubt, poor people
¢ amongst them, as thers always will be in every community, but this
¢ does not arise from any peculiarity in the management. Adam Gunn,
¢ delegate from Strathy, complains of smallness of lots and high rents.
* The Strathy-point and Totegun lots average 74 acres arable Zand
¢ pasture, bhesides hill grazings, There are thirty tenants, occupying a
¢ gumulative rent of £73, 5s, 3d.—average per tenant, £2, 8s. 10d. New
¢ valuation of this township is £97, 10s, 6d. Last year the Duke made
* a township road of two miles in length for this place at a cost of £184,
¢ by which the crofters will be much benefited ; and this year his Grace
¢ has made another road to the township of Brawl, over a mile in length,
¢ ab a cost of £160, which will also be of great service to the tenants of
¢ that place, while at the same time it has—in connection with other
* works of reclamation of land going on in the district—provided lzbour
¢ during a season of local pressure. These reclamation works consist of
* draining and frenching waste land for the crofters, to some without
¢ interest during first five years, and to others at 24 and 3 per cent. on
¢ outlay, according to the quality of the land and expense of reclamation.
¢ The following are the present rents charged in the townships said to be
' represented by this witness, and the new valuations by DMessrs
¢ M‘Donald & Mackenzie, from which the Commissioners can draw their
¢ own conclusion, viz :—
¢ Strathy, . Present rent, £98 4 8§ New valuation, £134 11 6

¢ Balligall, » 23 9 5 » 3815 ©
¢ Brawl, . - 19 4 10 ' 26 10 0
¢ Altiphuerst, ” 618 6 . 16 11 6
¢ Laidnaguilin, " 18 12 4 29 6 8

2
¢ Other townships are on a similar scale. John M‘Kay, Melvich, delegate
¢ for Melvich and Portsherray district. This person’s evidence is grossly
¢ inaccurate and misleading, I will refer to his own case first. He
¢ ohtained his present lot in 1873. See letter of 4th August 1873, and
¢ minute of agreement of 8th August and acceptance of same date.  John
¢ M‘Kay by these missives got twenty acres of arable land, with hil' .
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¢ pasture in addition, for the annual rent of £10 sterling (valued at
¢ £14, 3s. 6d.). He was bound to erect a dwelling-house and offices, with
¢ right to the usuwal building privileges. He had also by these missives
¢ the option to improve and take in nine acres adjoining his lot, at a
¢ nominal rent of 2s. 6 per acre. He has been in possession for ten
¢ years since his entry in 1873. During this period he built office houses
¢ but not a dwelling-house, and he lives in what is properly the barn.
¢ During the same period he has not improved any part of the land put
¢ at his disposal ; while, on the contrary, I have more than once spoken
¢ to him on the subject of improvement, and offered to improve for him
¢ on the terms that he should pay a small interest on the ountlay, These
* offers on my part he always declined, stating that he already bad as
‘much Jand on hand as he had means to manage. The land by the
 river ide to which he refers i3 not snitable for tillage, inasmuch as it is
¢ subject to being from time to time flooded. It is singular, and worthy
¢ of observation, that if the crofts in Melvich district are so poor and high
¢ rented as this witness describes them, how the valuators could have
¢ considered them of so much more value than the tenants presenily pay
‘for them. The following example may suffice :—The township of
¢ Melvich presently pays £95, 6s. 1d. The new valuation amonnts to
¢ £175, 25, 3d. Portsherray presently pays £112, 14s 4d., while the
‘ new valuation amounts to £155, 2s. 6d. Hector Munro, delegate from
¢ Seullomie. His statements are quite inaccurate, The township contains
¢ 574 acres of fairly good land. The cumulative rent of the township in
+ 1859, including hill grazing, was £61, 7s. 7d. In 1882 it was
¢ £57, 1bs. 4d., including hill grazing. The new valuation is £60, 15s,
¢ In 1878 a waterspout did some damage to the banks of a small burn he
‘ refers to. The Dulke spent a small sum in executing repairs, and an
¢ offer was made by me last year to cut a new channel, so as to direet the
¢ gtream another way, on condition the two tenants interested would pay
¢ interest on the expense, The amount would probably not have exceeded
¢ 3s. each. This offer was refused. The Rev. John Ross M‘Neill,
¢ delegate, Strathtongue. Mr M‘Neill came recently to the parish of
¢ Tongue, and an entire stranger to it.  He has hardly had time to know
*much of the people, and his knowledge of the working arrangements
¢ hetween landlord and tenant must be very slender indeed, Finally, it is
¢ not too much to say that his evidence is obviously founded on mere hear-
¢ say, which has not been by any means carefully sifted. Tt isnot true that
¢ the Coldbacky rents have been doubled, er even to any extent increased.
¢ On the whole, they have heen reduced, at my solicitation, within the
¢ last twenty years. The current rent of Coldbacky is £40, 18s, 2d. The
“new valuation is £44, 11s, The township of Rhitongue is presently
“rented at £89, 15s. 11d. The new valuation is £35, 8, The town-
¢ ship of Braetongue iz rented at £57, 14s. 10d. The new valuation is
€ £95, 95, 10d. In every instance the new valuation is higher than the
¢ actual rents charged, This witness refers to a new activity be has
¢ observed in the building of houses within the last six months, There
¢ has been nothing special in this way to my knowledge. The improve-
*ment of dwellinghouses has been going on since 1862, hut with
* more activity within the last five years, as my separate stattment of
¢ axpenditure will show. (See No. 3 Appendix.) Peter M‘Kay, builder,
¢ Strathtongue, delegate, complains of losing employment, of high rents,
“and oppression by the factor. On my appointment in 1859 I gave all
¢ the old contractors the first chanece of work, and afterwards retained the
¢ services of those whom I found most reliable. I wished to impress on
¢ the contractors that their real interest, as well as the Duke’s, lay in the
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¢ honest discharge of their duty, That people who did inferior work, and
¢ charged exorbitant rates, would not be employed by me as contractors.
¢ Mr M‘Kays croft con;ﬂsts of over thirteen acres arable and over five
¢ gcres pasture. Rent £5, Bs. 4d., as stated by him. He, however,
¢ omitted to mention in his evidence that he has a relative living on the
¢ lot with bim, whose stock of sheep iz probably equal to his own. Tam
¢ not aware of ever having interfered between this man and the Duke. I
¢ have no knowledge of the Duke’s desire to remit his rent for the
¢ remainder of his life. The new valuation of this lot is £12. The other
¢ townships referred to by this witness are Blandy, rented at £16, 6s, 10d.,
“and valued at £20, Bs.; Strathiongue, present rental, £23, 19s. 10d.,
¢ new valuation, £31, 0s. 84  Angus M‘Kay, Cattleficld, crofter’s son,
¢ detegate for three townships of Farr. His complaint is as to the small-
¢ ness of lots, high rents, and acts of oppression on part of officials, The
¢ present rental of the toWnshlps said to be represented by this delegate
¢ are all under the new valuation. Tke land is of fair quality, I deny
* in foto the alleged cases of hardship mentioned by this witness. 1. As
< to the erection of a store on the late Angus Gordon’s eroft.—It became
¢ necessary for the convenience of landing lime, timber, &e. in the Naver
¢ River, for both large and small teuantry impmvements going om, to
¢ erect a storehouse on the beach. This was done in a creek just above
¢ high-water mark, and opposite the late Angus Gordon’s lot. A cart
¢ track was made, sloping down & steep bank, mostly oulside the arable
¢ land, for access to this storehouse, and to which the tenant consented.
¢ The track admits of the crofters carting sea-ware from the river in place
¢ of carrying it in creels on women's backs as formerly. The actual
¢ guantity of arable land taken up by road is not more than eighteen square
¢ yards., The Duke hLas no interest in the storehouse beycnd the con-
¢ venience it affords to the improving tenants of the district for storing
* lime, timber, &c., allowed by the landlord for their new houses when
*unable to cart these materials direct from the ship. 2. Cases of
¢ oppression and unjust treatment to two old women.—Previous to 1862,
¢ John M‘Kay, a crofter in Airdneiskich, deserted his lot, leaving two
¢ old sisters upon it. One was in delicate health. They were quite unable
‘ to do anything with land, and voluntarily agreed to remove after the
¢ crop of 1862 was reaped. I gave them a house elsewhere. They were
¢ afterwards placed on the roll of paupers, and sapported by the parish.
¢ From whatever source this young man may have got his information—
¢ for the event he refers to so pathetically took place about the time he
¢ was born—there isnot one word of truth in it There was no written
‘ renunciation ever asked or obtained from these old women, neither was
' there the slightest act of compulsion exercised, far less deception, as he
‘ alleges. The transfer from one place to the other was strictly volun-
¢ tary, and beneficial o the partics concerned. The land thus vacated,
¢ with other land thereafter voluntarily given up, was partly divided
¢ amongst the tenants of the township, and a new arrangement of marches
¢ made, which has very much added to the harmony of the place for the
¢ last twenty years. Rev. Donald M‘Kenzie, Free Church minister,
¢ Farr, delegate, complained of oppression by officials, and undue inter-
¢ ference at School Board and Parochial Board elections. 1 emphatically
* deny every statement this witness makes relative to oppression or undue
- influence at School or Parochial Board elections, I never interfere with
* people going to the Duke about their matters. It is well known that I
¢ rather encourage this course. The Duke is as easyof access to the
% poorest tenant on his estate as he is to me, His Grace entertains a
¢ parental regard for the well-being of all his people, and wonld not
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¥ tolerate any antagonistic feeling or action on the part of his officiale.  As
* regards His Grace’s enterprise for the benefit of Lis estate, I have only
¢ to point out the faet that there has been apent in my district alone within
¢ the iast thirty years the sum of £148,826 in permanent improvements,
¢ (See Appendix No. 6.) This sum has been disbursed to the extent of
¢ about two-thirds in the form of wages amongst the resident population
¢ during the last twenty-one years. I have nevor solicited, directly or
¢ indirectly, a single vote at a School Board election, but I have notwith-
¢ standing always been placed at the head of the poll by the free-will of
¢ the electors. (Appendix No. 7.} The memo. I beg to submit to the
* Commissioners will show the amount of work T have undertaken for the
‘board. My services have been gratuiously from first to last, and, except
‘ by Mr M‘Kenzie, have been gratefully acknowledged, Hew Morrison,
¢ schoolmaster, Drechin, delegate for Torresdale district. Mr Morrison’s
¢ statistics ave rather at fault. There are, as he states, eighty tenants in
¢ the district referred to, oceupying 316 acres of arable land (in place of
¢ 946 acres as stated) at a cumulative rent of £264, 14s. 6d., equal to
¢ 16s. 9d. per acre (not £1, 2s.), but with hill grazing only 84d. per acre
*over all. New valualion of the township embraced £304, 13s., being
* £40 per annum more than the rent exacted. Ewcn Robertson, delegate
¢ for Tongue and Invernaver, refers to cases of oppression. Jrchverry
¢ case,.—In 1862 George MIntosh went abroad and left his sister on the
¢ lot without belp, and unable to manage the land—upwards of 10 acres
¢in extent. The lot was divided—the sister retaining 3% acres, without
¢ prazing, at £2 per annum of rent (new valuation £4, 13s.). The remain-
¢ der was let to John Muuro at £6 per annum (new valuation £6, 14s.).
¢ This arrangement was willingly acespted, and the rent has been regularly
* paid to this day. Braefongue case—Widow George M'Kenzie had two
¢ sons and a son-in-law living with her. They went to Canada last year.
¢ Neither of them ever applied to me for the lof. The widow came to me
¢ about the middle of February last, and asked me to take the lot off her
“hand as she could not manage it. I did so, and same day re-let the
¢ place to a neighbour, reserving a parlour and two bedrooms for the
‘ widow’suse. Invernaver case.—Some time ago the tenant of Invernaver
< applied for a section of Achnabourin farm adjoining their township.
¢ This could not have been granted without sacrificing the farm-house and
¢ offices pertaining to the farm, as they were situated on the section of
¢ ground asked for. An additional injury would have arisen from cutting
¢ off 2 portion of upland grazing ground, of which there is already too
¢ little for the benefit of the stock. If these tenants had asked the whole
¢ farm, and agreed to manage it as a joint-stock concern, I believe the
¢ Duke of Sutherland would have favourably considered such an appli
¢ eation, providing they could have given satisfactory evidence of their
¢ ability to stock the farm and pay a reasonable rent for it.  This probably
¢ would have been too heavy an undertaking for them ; besides there is
¢ reason to belleve that their idea of managing a club farm was very far from
¢ being matured. In an appendix to the foregoing statemcut (Appendiz
¢ No. 8) will be found the various documents alluded to in it, and others
¢ relating to general statistics of estate matters bearing on the question at
¢igsue, which will, I irust, afford the Commissioners the material for
¢ forming an accurate opinion as to this disirict management. The Com-
¢ missioners will find from these documents that the present Duke of
¢ Sutheriand has expended between 1864 and 18382 in the permanent
¢ improvement of the estate in this district about £133,000, and that the
¢ increased rental is only about £1757 per annum, or equal to about 14 per
¢ cent The chief benefit of this large outlay has accrued to the loca
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¢ tradesmen and labouring population as already stated. From my per-
¢ sonal observation and knowledge I can confidently affirm that the
¢ condition of the crofters has greatly improved and is improving. They
“are better clad and betier housed ; and I am certan they are in all
¢ respects in a better condition than they were thirty years ago. I may
tadd, in conclusion, that sinece the inquiry at Bettyhill, I have
¢ received many verbal and written communications from erofters, denying
¢ that the delegates who appeared there correctly expressed the wrue views
¢ of the population, and I am satisfied from my own cxperience, gained
* from personal communication with the terants during these many years,
¢ that they are, as a body, as happy and contented as any in Scotland.
¢ Finally, I have to express my sincere thanks to Lord Napier and the
¢ other Commissioners for granting me the privilege of making this state-
¢ ment, after reading the publication of the evidence, as my infirmity of
¢ deafness prevented me from hearing the statements tendered by the
¢ delegates at the meeting of the Commission, ind of giving rebutting
¢ gvidence on the spot, as I should otherwise have done.

39591. My Fraser-Mackintosh.—1 can only put a very few questions
to you, as T don’t think it fair to the peopls here that you should be
examined at great length. You stated in your paper to-day that the Duoke
of Sutherland has a parental regard for his tenants 7—Yes; it has always
becn my experience.

39592, That, I suppose, includes the crofters?—Yes, all of them—
crofters and cottars, and all under his care.

39593, They arc all treated alike ——As far as I know.

39594, Are there any arrears or any considerable arrears of rent in
your district due by the erofters at this moment?—There is, perhaps,
ahout £400.

39595. Has there not heen a considerable reduction of rent made to
large tenants, whereas there has beer no reduction made to the small
tenants I—There has been a considerable reduction made to Iarge tenants,
and instead of making a reduction to the small tenants the Duke has
expended £515 this year in providing seed corn and potatoes for them.
He has also given me £500 to lay out in works of trenching and improv-
ing their lots, and one thing and another, that will all be expended this
year, besides other works that have gone on during the year in the district.

39596, And you think that is a fair eguivalent to the small erofters
for the abatement that has been given to the large farmers 7—1I think it is,
considering the rents at which the lots are let.

39597, For how many years will the abatement to the large tenants
run —Some of them from three to five years.

39598. Then may we take it for granted that for the next three or five
years equal benefits will be given to the erofters i—I have no idea a8 to
that.

39599. Allow me to put another question fo you, Have the
large tenants on the estate of Sutherland, with one or two exceptions,
not the right of shooting upon their farms and otherwise —Some
of them have ; they pay a fair remt for it, just as a sporting gentleman
would do.

39600. Are you able now to state that there is a very considerable
profit made by the large tenants in dealing with these shootings—in sab-
letting them +—That may be in some instances, but though one or two of
them are getting more rent they are giving an equivalent in the shape of
gardens and keepers, and grazing for cows, and things of that kind, which
are not taken into account by the public.

39601. Do any of the shootings that are let fo the big farmers include
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any of the hill ground of the small tenants i—That is so in Strath Halla-
dale. Mr Patterson has the shooting over the ground and over the small
tenants, Their ground is lying, in fact, in the centre of his, and his
ground is between them and the shore again.

39602, When the large tepant lets his shootings does he not very
frequently—I may say as a matter of course—reserve certain sporting
rights to himself and exercise those sporting rights 7—Sometimes he does,
but to a very small extent.

39603. Is it not possible, therefore, that the large shooting tenant may
be sporting upon the grazings of his crofter brother tenant +—No, except
Bighouse, I don’t know of any case in my district.

39604. Is it nob consistent with your knowledge that the rents given
by the sub-tenants are a great deal more than the rents paid to the Duke?
—1T have already mentioned that in some instances that is so. But thab
arises very much from this, that if the tenant takes the shooting along
with the grazing, shootings rise and fall, as you know, and are increasing
rather than decreasing. There is more demand for them, and conse-
quently the tenant very naturally takes advantage of a rise, just as the
proprictor would do.

39605. Would you give the right of shooting to the small erofters
over the hill grazings that beloug to their possessers 7—1I don’t think it
would be a good thing for them.

39606. Can you say now ungualifiedly that the small tenants and the
big tenants are precisely on the same footing 1—1I don't quite take in what
yuu mean,

39607. I go back to your original observation, and that is that every-
body on the estate of Sutherland was under the parental administration
of the Duke, and all were upon an equality I go further, and say that
the Duke has more regard for the small tenantry than he has for the
larga, The latter are able to help themselves, and it is his duty to help
the smaller class ; and it iz my duty as a factor to carry out his wishes,
and to the best of my ability I do it.

39608. No doubt; no one questions it. Will you explain why you
prevent the small tenant or tenants who may have some portion of hill
grazings turning a penny, as we may call it, by letting that to a sub-
tenant, and thereby enabling them the more readily to pay their rent I
don't think that could be properly done, because all and sundry have an
interesf in the outrun, and whatever might be got for it would require to
be subdivided according to their several interests. I don’t think it would
work, and I don't think as much would be got for it as would be worth
the undertaking.

39609, Can you give us an idea how much of the area of the county of
Sutherland and hill grounds do belong to the crofters, because we have
been told a very large proportion of the county is under crofters—Yes,
gomewhere about 50,000 acres in the Tongue district.

39616. Surely those 50,000 acres are worth a good deal in the matter
of sporting —It would be so if they were all lying together, but when
the grazings are lying in strips here and there they are very much more
disturbed than the large grazings, and consequently there is not the same
amount of game on them. I don't believe any body would take them alone.

39611. Leaving that point, T wish to put a question to you with regard
to your observations about the Parochial Board, in which you very
severely comment upon the Free Church minister of Farr#+—Yes, and I
think with very good reason.

39612. You stated your services were given for many years voluntarily
and gratuitously -—From first to last.
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39613, Was it not a fact that a sum was voted to you which was found
to be illegal #—It was voted to me, but I did not accept it.

39614. Why +—DBecause I simply wished my services to be gratuitous,
and did not wish to introduce a hone of contention among the people. They
were all very favourable to that with the exception of one man. I did
not wish to have anything whatever to do with it, and I shook my hands
clean of it altogether.

39613. Recollect we are not supposing you yourself had anything
whatever to do with this I simply wish to bring out that the other
members of the board, or a majority of the board, did propose to vote a
certain sum to you which it was afterwards found was illegal +—But apart
from that altogether, whether it was legal or illegal, it was the same to
me ; I declined it.

39616, Wera you also clerk to that board as well as chairman —I was
from the beginning. .

39617, Are you still so?—I am,

39618, Did you ever hear of any other parish in Scotland where these
two offices are conjoined I—I don’t know, but we had ne cther alternative.
but to do if, or employ a clerk from some other part and pay him for
it, which was adding to the rate of the parish, already heavy enough.

39619. And it was really for the sake of economy and convenience #—
Lntirely.

39620. You don't, I suppose, say it would be a proper thing to be
done ordinarily in beards I would be very glad to get quit of it, and
had it not been from a sense of duty and a wish to do what would be a
henefit to the people as well as to the Duke, I should have had nothing
to do with it.

39621. You stated in your paper that there wero very few proseeu-
tions for game offences in your time I—Very few, indeed,

39622, You stated that one or two were of a trifling character and
others were of more importance, and because they were of more import-
anee they were taken up by the procurator-fiscal —Yes.

39623. Is the procurator-fiscal not the private agent of the Duke of
Sutherland +—Not that I am aware of.

39624. Who was the agent +—The Duke’s agent was Mr Gray, latterly
My Traquair, and now JMr Tait,

39625, Does Mr Fraser, Dornoch, not de anything for the Duke $—
He has done nothing as law agent to my knowledge.

39626, At the end of your paper you have made some reflections upon
the delegates who appeared at Bettyhill -—No; T made no reflections. I
have simply stated that I had written and verbal communications to the
effect that they did not represent the true interest and fecling of the
population.

39627, MayI ask how those documents came to you’—They came by post.

30628, Signed by the parties —Yes,

39629. Credible people 7—Yes.

39630. Do you think it a right thing for you to go and put that into
your paper +—1 don't see why not.

30631, Without stating who the persons are who tock it upon them-
selves to question what the delegates who were duly elected at public
meetings said to the Commission +—1 give no names, I don’t make any
reflections myeelf about them. It is a matter of no moment to me
whether they were rightly or wrongly appointed.

39632, But do you think it is right in you to make reference in this
important paper which you have lodged, to the testimany given by dele-
gates duly appointed at public meetings, when you don’t mention the
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names of those who question what the delegates sald +—I don't sue
anything wrong in it for my part.

39633. You allow a man or men privately and secretly, to attack what
the delegates said in public %I am quite willing to lay the letters I have
received before the Commission.

Huven Macrmrosg, Crofter, Little Torboll, and late Sergeant
in the 79th Highlanders (77)—examined,

39634, The Chairman.—Did you get your croft after the expiration
of your military service or did it belong to your family before{—It
belunged to my father. My father was an old soldier.

39635, Then you have been two generations of soldiers and erofters }
—Yes.

39636. Have you a statement to make?—Yes ¢ Grievance of the
Torboll Tenants.—Previous to the year 1826 Torboll contained only
four tenants, but on the expulsion of the people from the neighbour-
ing lands to make room for a sheep farm, the four lots were subdivided
into seven. On a complaint being made to Lady Stafford of the small-
ness of the erofts, she granted them the use of the grass growing ona
piece of land reclaimed from the sea, called * The Ebb,” to winter a cow
and a horse for each tenant. This continued until the year 188],
After they bad got the hay seasoned, and carried part of it on their
backs for half a mile through the wood, possession was taken of it by
the Duke’s forester. On a complaint being made by Sergeant
Mackintosh to the factof, he promised to lay the matter before the
Duke, and to let them know his decision in a few days; but no word
was received until late in Qetober. The day after the Duke left for
London the innkeeper at Dornoch, to whom the hay was said to be
gold by the forester, sent carts and tock it away. The people then had
to sell part of their beasts at a loss, having lost the chance of the
market owing to ifs being so late in the season, not having received
word sooner. We complain of the siallness of our heldings, not being
large emough to malntain us six months in the year, insccurity of
tenure, no protection against rack-renting, and no compensation for
improvements in case of removal.’

39637, Is this additional piece of land, called The Ebb, still in posses-
sion of the crofters?—XNo.

39638. I don't quite understand what has become of this piece of
land. Is it now taken away entirely from the township 1t 1s taken
away from the tenants, and they will not get leave to cut grass.

39639. They are not allowed to cut grass upon it +—No.

39640. Bat they are ailowed to pasture it $—No, they are not allowed.
Tt is fenced in. It belongs to the Duke, and is fenced in ; but they got
liberty for forty or fifty years to take grass to help them.

39641, And they have no longer that liberty now +—2XNo, not for two
yoars back.

39642, Was the hay that they cuf, and which they are not now
allowed to have, all cuf upon this ground calted The Ebb#—Yes, by the
crofters.

39643. Had they been directed not to cut it before they cut it ¢—No,
they were not warned.

39644. You say they complain of the smallness of their holdings;
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SUTHER- what is the size of the holdings} How many small tenants are there at
LAND.  the present moment in Torboll 3—Seven.
BoNAR 39645, What is the size of their holdings—how many acres }—From
Bringe, three to four, so far as I understand.
39646, Have they got an out run of common pasture +—Yes, thero is
Hugh 3 good bit of pasture,

Mackintosh. ~ “59647. What stock do they usually keep-—those who have three or
four acres +—They keep, perhaps, two or three cows; and I keep one
myself-—no horse.

39643. Do they never keep horses -—Yes, some of them have horses,
but they provide for the horses hy gathering whing for them, and one
thing and another.

39649. Baut the lot does not keep the horse *—No.

39650. And if they keep two cows, how many sheep do they keep ;
the common pasturs }-—No sheep at all.

39651, Then their whele stock, yon may say, is two cows., They have
no followers 2—Yes, they may have a young beast or the like of that,
but they cannof keep them long.

39652. Do they keep them two years or one year %—One year or so.

39653. What is the general rent +—1I myself pay £2, 10s,

39654. Is £2, 10s, the general rule %—No, there are some of them who
don’t pay so much,

39655, Do some pay more +-—Yes, one or two pay more,

39656. Would £2, 10s. be the valuation rent +—The valuation rent was
£3 for each croft, 1 understand.

39657. Do the people fish +—No, they don’t fish any.

39658. Have they had a good deal of work given them ?—There is no
work going now.

39659. Was there work before I—Not that I know of, except working
about farms and the like of that.

39660. How do the people generally live then; do they go away to
other parts of Scotland for work #—The young men do so, and some of
the young women, and they help their parents too. That is the general
style they have ; and if it were not for that I believe we would have the
old people all on the peor roll.

39661. You say there is no compensation for improvements in case of
rernoval ; have you any cases of removal? Do you know of any cases?
—XNo, 1 don’t know anything about that.

39662. You don’t know anybody that has been removed $~Not in my
neighbourhood where I reside. There have been none removed out of it
within these thirty-six years to my knowledge.

39663. What about the honses? Have the houses been improved in
your recollection #—Yes. I have improved my own house, It cost me
£40. T got rope and sarking from the Duke o the value of about £7;
but it cost me £40 to improve it myself, and if I left it next day I
wounld not get any value for it.

39664. Were you born there 7—1I was born in the parish of Rogart,

39665, How long did your father have this same croft; had he the
same croft that you have?—Yes, he had, but it was larger. It was sub-
divided. When I went to the army there were only four tenants.

39666. When did you go to the army #—In 1823.

39667. How many years were you away without seeing your country {
—1I was twenty-two years in the service, but I was homeon furlough, I
came home on furlough ten years after I enlisted.

39668, And when you came back to settle in your father's place, did
you find the place and the people improved }—Well, there was not much
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improvement +—There is no improvement since. Well, yes, in regard to
different things, the people are getting tidier and cleaner than they were
in old times. There is something in that.

39669, But since you came back has there been more improvement
than there was before, or less T—Well, I don’t think there is.

39670. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What do you mean by rack renting ¢
—Well, we don't pay a rack-rent. We don’t grumble about our rents.
They are not very high, T have about two and a-half acres of arable land,
I took in one and ahalf acres myself since I came to the place, and kept it
for a few years, but then it gave me no return. It would hardly give
me the value of the seed, and it was destroyed by black game and rabbita.
I only keep about two and a half acres, or two and a quarter acres.

39671, I suppose this paper expresses the wish of the tenants around
yout—VYes,

39672. They ask for protection from rack-renting ; what do they
mean { Are the others too high rented —DXNo, T don’t think they are too
high rented ; but I don’t know. DBut still they might raise it. That is
what it means,

39673. They are afraid it might be raised —Yes.

39674, Mr Cumeron.—Why do they say that the Ist October was too
late to sell their stirks -—The prices were not so good.

39675. It was not that the date itself was too late 71 had two cows
myself, and I had to sell one of them ; I would get the double of the
price next year for it.

39676. The prices fell, but it was not that the date itself was too
late F~Yes.

Jomx Cawperrr, Crofter’s Son, Balvraid Muir (52)—examined.

39677, The Chairman.—Have you got any written statement?—Yes,
¢ Grievance of the Budinish and Balvraid Tenants.—These people are a
¢ part of those who were expelled from the neighbouring lands to make
¢ room for the large farms of Skelbo, Torboll, Cambusavie, and Trentam,
¢ and were huddled together on this black heath. Built houscs there ab
* their own expense, and cultivated patches of land which can never be
“made productive, owing to the natural sterility of the moor. They are
¢ wholly dependent on these poor holdings, and they are not sufficient to
¢ malntain them above a few months in the year. When a new name is
“entered on the rent roll the rent is raised, in some cases from 7s. to
« £5,10s. They complain of the scarcity of pasture, the enclosed woods,
¢ which was at one time their pasture, being at their door, from which game
¢ comes and injures their erops, for which loss they get no compensation,
¢ The people earnestly desire that the lands of their forefathers should be
¢ restored to them, and earnestly appeal to the Commissioners for restitu-
* tion of their rights. The tenants’ grievances are insecurity of tenure,
¢ no protection against rack-renting, and no compensation for the improve-
¢ ments they make in recleiming and draining land, and building houses,

barng, and byres. They complain thet on the money they may get for
¢ making improvements there is made a perpetual charge at a high rate of
¢ interest.”

39678. Sir Kenneth Mackenziee—How long have the tenants of
Badinish and Balvraid been there +—I suppose the first of them came
there about 1833.

39679, Evicted from these large arable farms?—Yes; but there is a
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delegate from Dornoch, an old man, Sandy Mackintosh, who can testify
to this; and he has seen his father's and his grandfather’s houses on fire.'
He has a personal grievance of his own.

39630. Do you know what rents they paid when they were first
settled =—Nominal, A nominal rent; some of them Ja. Then their
parents improved the land with the help of the children as they were
getting up, and when the father died the rent was raised, and successively
raised in cases of death within a few years after that. I will give you
an instance of a woman--Isabel Mathieson—living in the neighbour-
hood. Her father paid a rent of 1s. He improved a few acres of land.
He died, and the son was entered as tenant. He was rented at £3.

39681. Do you know how long 1t was afterwards?—No, T don't; and
about eight years after the son became temant he died, and this woman
was rented at £6 end a few shillings—at seventy years of age—and she
cannot keep more than a cow, a horse, and a stirk,

39682, Was she a sister of the man #—A sister of the man who entered
after his father. T think thero were six or seven ycars between the deaths
of the father and brother.

39683, Can you give us the history of your own mother's croft —My
mother’s croft is supposed to have suffered more through evictions than
any other in Sutherland. Mr Mackenzie describes the evictions on page
115 of his Clearances; and last year I suffered fourteen days’ impri-
sonment for an expression of dissent against the incoming tenant,

39684, Was it your father who was evicted $—My father; and I was
ten vears of age at the time.

39685, But you said the evictions took place fifty years ago —This
was at a later date,

30686, Where was your father when he was evicted I-—My father was
not evicted from these lands, because these lands were in the parish of
Rogart,

39687. He was evicted from Rogart 2—Yes, forty-two years ago; but T
don’t complain of that.

39688, Was the land to which he came bare moorland +—No; my
father didn’t come here,

39689, Is your mother not here now —XNo, she is not in the parish of
Rogart.

39690, You have no interest in this distrietT—No; T am merely a
delegate. T reside in the place six or seven months in the year.

39691. Have you any further statement you wish to make about these
evietions, and about the uncertainty of tenurc 7—Yes. Whenever a new
name enters, the rent is raised —sometimes from 7s. to £6-—after all their
own and their forefathers’ labour.  On this barren heath there is no pasture
of any kind ; and there is a long bleak}ridge, with a northern exposure,
about one mile in length and half a mile in Ybreadth, and they have no
pasture on it, and} most of them have fo toil cutting whins for their
beasts.

39692. They are allowed to cut whins in the neighbourhood i—Y¥es,
but that was all taken from them this last spring, The visitors have got it.

39693, For what purpese '—That is best known to themselves. Per-
haps it is for improving the woods, but that supply is cut off from them.

33694, There are no hill lands in the neighbourhood of these farms
now, are there —Yes, the pasture lands on the farm of Cambusavie are
in the neighbourhood.

39695, In whose possession is that -—Mr Urquhart’s.

39696. Is it a large farm +—There arc two shepherds and a two-horse
arable farm,
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32697, Is there any pasture attached to these lands of Skelbo and
Torholl #—Yes, it is a large sheep farm,

39698, But a largearable farm too %—No ; two pair of horses. Skelbo,
I think, keeps five pair of horses. '

39699. Was it from the lands now arable that the crofters were
evicted —Yes.

39700. And these lands were cleared off and made into large farms +—
Yes; and the people were driven away to these barren heaths, where none
but men in despairing circumstances would attempt it,

39701, Sheriff Nieolson,—What was this that happened last year —It
was an eviction in the parish of Rogart at the instance of the Duke,
The keeper was averse to the incoming tenant, who was the son of a
southern shepherd who took an active part in the burning, His name
was Robert Orr, and T used the expression that he would never come
there, I was tried before the sheriff.

39702. It was for using threatening expressions?—Yes; of courss,
there was a lot of people gathered.

39703, Was there anything of a riot%—No; we wers convicted of a
breach of the peace.

39704, Mr Fraser-Mackinfosh.—You mentioned one or two cases where
the rents had been very mueh raised on the deaths of the tenants; are
you aware from your knowledge of the country that the Duke of Suther-
land employed two men to value the small erofts {—T am, but what kind
of a valuation was it {

39705. Both the valuators are strangers to the country, they do not
helong to Sutherland —VYes.

39706, Are you aware that they asked the crofters themselves, or made
any inquiries as to who made the improvements on the lands that
were valued, or how long the erofters had the benefit of their own re-
clamations —To my knowledge they never made any inquiries, and they
never travelled the ground. I was up at Rogart, on my mother’s land,
and I could ses they were almost a quarter of a mile away when they
took out the rent roll, locked at the place, and walked away. 1 got the
same version ever since from every other person. They may have
travelled the ground in some instances, but I never heard of if.

39707. Then you are prepared to say that the people themselves were
not spoken to or asked to give any information as to what they had dene,
or how long they had been in possession +—None, so far as I made
inquiries about if, and to my own knowledge that is the way they stood
looking at my mother's croft. They came on the opposite side, not far off
—about a guarter of a mile—and they took out the rentroll and walked
away, the ground officers telling them, I suppose, the eroft, and the name
of the tenant. I believe the Duke never intended that. I believe he
meent the valuation to be in a just and fair way, and if that had been
done, very few complaints would have been heard by the Commission.

39708. Would your opinion of a true valuation be this, that the
parties sent to value would make inquiry who made the improvements
in the first place, and how long since, and then would fix the rent?
—Undoubtedly, that they would walk over the ground te see what kind
of soil it was, and I think they should consult some local expert as to
what return the land was giving for the labour bestowed upon it I
would call that a just valuation,

39709. Mr Cameren.—Don’t you think that would, perhaps, be more
for the proprietor than for a paid professional valuator to do, taking into
consideration how long the tenant had been there, with the view of fixing
therent? Would it not be more the business of the proprietor to give that
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consideration fowards the tenants to see how long they had been there,
than for paid professional valuators to go into these questions—Well,
I don’t know, but perhaps these men had been instructed to doso. 1am
of opinion the Duke meant a just valuation, and all inquiries to be made
about the land.

39710. How many tenants are in Balvraid #—Ten in Balvraid and
fourteen in Badinish.

39711, Then you are a delegate from these ten +—VYes,

39712, Do you know why they appointed you delegate rather than ons
of themselves *—1I have been so long among them that they look upon
me as one of themselves.

39713, The Chairman,—What season was it when the valuators came
round ; were the crops on the ground?—VYes, 1 am not prepared to say
the exact time, but I think it was about August, or maybe scomer, or
some weeks later. I know it was, back or forward, about that time,

39714 Do you think that the valuators were ordered just to value the
ground as they saw it without any reference to who made it so, or do you
think they were told to take into consideration the work that had been
bestowed upon it by the tenants 7—Well, T could not say, but I would
think, in my opinion, that they were told to make a fair and just valua-
tion. That was my opinion.

39715, You gave a case in which there had been two rises of rent;
tell me the particulars again?—Neil Leslie married a niece of the former
tenant.

39716. What was the former tenant's rent +—7a.

33717, Was Neil Leslie’s rent put upi—When the tenant died—his
wife’s uncle—he was rented at £5, 10s,

39718, Who died next +—He is still in possession,

39719. What rent is he now paying +—£5, 10s.

39720. But that is not the case [ meanl—With regard to Isabel
Mathieson, at first her father paida nominal rent of 1s. When the father
died, the son was entered as tenant, and he was rented at £3. Then the
son died six or seven years after the father, and Isahel suceeeded.

35721, How much was she rented at }—About £6, 10s.

39722, What was the estimate of the value of the holding +—1I cannot
8ay.

39723, Did she get it above or below the valuation *—I cannot say.

39724 How many acres has she got7—Eight or nine acres of the sort
of soil

39725, Is there any hill pasture attached 7—None at all, and the soil
there is not worth even 1s. 6d. an acre.

39726. Youmean, now it is improved, it is not worth more than 1s. 6d.1
—1 asked & man who was a judge of pasture some weeks ago, in case the
% nants were ejected from their holdings, what rent he would give for it for
a sheep pasture, He said he would not have it for nothing, for in two
years it would turn to heather again,

39727, Is Isabel Mathieson married +—No, she lives with her sister
She is about seventy years of age.

39728, How do the two women work the croft —The best way they
can, I suppose. They get help from the neighbours. They cannobt keep
it long It is just a struggle for existence
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Axovs Ross, Crofter, Meikle lAltus, Rosehall (68)—examined,

39729. The Chatrman.—You are & delegate frem the whole property
of Rosehall -—Yes.

39730. Have you a written statement %—No, but there is another dele-
gate here that bas got one. [Statement handed €n.] ¢ Rosehall—State-
¢ ment read at a public meeting of the Crofters and Feuars keld on the 2nd
¢ October 1883, approved of by them as a proper statement to be laid before
¢ the Royal Commissoners at Borar on 9th October 1883. Although previous
¥ $o the year 1870, some evictions had taken place on the estate of Rose-
¢ hall, yet these had not been very generally resorted to, and under the rule
“of Sir James Matheson, the crofters were fairly, and in some cases,
¢ generously treated,—the principal drawback to their contentment and
¢ happiness being the absence of any security as to the tenure of their
¢ holdings. Many of them felt keenly on this point, and made application
¢ for leases, but they were always put off with the assurance that there
¢ was no fear of their ever being removed. Resting on the faith of this
* promise, they applied themselves diligently to their work, They im-
¢ proved their lands, built dwelling-houses, steadings, &e., and other-
¢ wise conducted matters as if they had a life interest in the welfare of
‘ the estate. 'Well, things went on smoothly enough till 1870, In that
*year Sir James sold the estate to Mr G. G. Mackay, and a state of
¢ consternation at once ensued. Every crofter on the estate at once
¢ received a sheriff warrant to quit his holding in forty days. After the
¢ first shock was over, the crofters began to gather courage again. Time
¢ for reflection and inquiry led them to believe that they might be allowed
‘to stay on in their places on something like the old terms, and no one
fever dreamt of the blow which was to descend upon them coming in
¢ the shape which it ultimately assumed. A month was allowed to glide
¢ guictly away, and then, within about ten days from the expiry of the
¢ forty days of warning that had been given, the terms on which they
¢ might retain their holdings were made known to them. The publication
¢ of these created a storm of indignation, and no one seemed to have
¢any thought of submitting to them. Al the hill pasture, consisting of
¢ about 1200 acres, together with low-lying pasture amounting to about
¢ 250 acres, were to be taken from them. Their crofts shorn of these
* pasturings were to become feus, at an annual feu-duty more than double
¢ what their former rents had been. Added to this were a number of
¢ clauses all favouring the proprietor’s interest, in such a way as to make
¢ the feuar toil and labour, with the result that at some future time the
¢ proprietor should reap the fruits, and the feuar get nothing. As already
¢ stated, no one at first thought of submitting to Mr Mackay's terms, but
‘as the fatal day approached, and no provision had been made for it,
‘men’s hearts began to fail them, and gradually one after another
¢succumbed to the threatening storm till nearly all agreed to give the
tnew scheme a trial. A few, however, rather than risk what little
¢ capital they had in a speculation they regarded as hopeless, yielded up
¢ their places, after having spent a lifetime upon them, without getting
¢a single halfpenny of compensation for what they had done. When
¢they suggested to Mr Mackay that they had built houses, &c., they
¢ were ‘answered roughly that he could not help that—he bought these
¢ along with the property. Having got things put somewhat in crder, it
¢ was found that the township of Alfas alone, which under the old system
‘had yielded an annual rental of about £200, was to yield under the
¢ new order of things about £700 per annum, a sum which might look
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¢ very respectable in fhe books, but which it has been found impossible
*to get in,—no matter by what means atiempted. However, having
¢ pot things to present a fair aspect on paper at least, the next move on
‘ the board was now made, The estate was put into the market, and
¢ gold at an enormous profit.  Mr Mackay seems to have acted accord-
‘ing to his instinets, and treated the matter from a commercial
“ point of view. The crofters were mere accidents in the concern, and
¢ counted like any other ordinary stock of sheep and cattle. They were
¢ as it were bought for a certain price, and sold again to the first buyer who
would give a hig enough profit. Our present proprietor (Mr Tennant)
would, we helieve, be a generous landlord if he had the means to be
generous with. Buf in the transactions with which we are dealing he
seems to have been plucked as mercilessly as the crofters were; and
having retired, apparently disgusted and disappeinted, we are now left
in the hands of trustees, who seem to take no interest in our welfare,
and whose chief duties seem to be to take &s much out of us as they
can, and to keep a careful record of any balance that may stand against
us, to be used as circumstances may direct. Although there are other
points we would like to toueh upon, yet, being unwilling to cccupy too
much time, we will refrain from entering upon them, and conclude by
drawing your attention specially to the following points:—(1} When
wishing to dispose of our feus, or when a son succesds his father, in
faet at every change of name in the charter, a double feu-duty is
charged for that year, so that a man is fined a year’s rent for dying or
giving over his feu to another. We think this ought to be abolished.
(2) If a fenar runs two years rent in arrears the proprietor may seize
his ferz without giving him any compensation for his outlay. As we
pay a yoar in advance, we thus lose all right to our holdings by being
one year's rent in arrears. We think a longer term ought to be
allowed us, and that in any case, when the proprietor ejects us, we
ought to get eompensation for unexhausted improvements. (3) The
high fen-duty (we are paying 6s. an acre for hill pasture alone), together
with the poor yield of our land, makes the strugcle for existence so
great as to be almost unendurable, and we think a revaluation of our
holdings ought to be made, and fair rents fixed. Praying that the
result of your painstaking labours may tend to bring help to those who
80 much need 1t, and offering our most loyal and heartfelt thanks to
our gracious Sovereign for affording us this opportunity of making our
difficulties known, we remain, your obedient servants, signed on
behalf of the feuars and tenants on the estate of Rosehall, Jaues L.
SEERRET, secretary.’

39730*. Sherff Nicolson.—To whom is Mr Skerret secretary +—He was
appointed sceretary at the meeting,

39731. It is not mentioned that you were appointed a delegate +—Not
in that paper.

39732, Were all the crofters at the meeting feuars —Yes.

39733. Then how much land have you now left to yourself —Close
on six acres of arable land, and I am not quite sure what amount of
pasture there is.

39734, What is your rent+—£17, 10s. T am not & feuar. I refused
to take a feu. Mr Mackay and I were pretty chief at the time,

39735. Have you any hill pasture, or is it all atable I—There is & good
deul of it that is heathery ground, but it is low ground for all that; and
there is a bit of meadow down at the waterside, about ten acres of meadow
ground. The rest is all under juniper bushes—a great deal of it.

$9736. What stock have you?—I keep three Highland cows and five
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little beasties in the summer time, but I have no keep for the little beasts
in the winter time, In Sir James's time I was only paying £3, 4s., and
I was keeping two cows and perhaps a few little ones and a few sheep,
and a horse besides; so that I have four times the renf, and only one
clc;w and four or five little beasts in the summer time over what I had
then.

39737. How many other crofters are there —Not a great many. Most
of them are fenars, )

39738, Had they any new buildings to erect }—Yes ; mostly every one
in the place. I have built houses myself, and got nothing ; and I have
trenched about two-thirds of what I have of land, and got nothing for it.
There is another man, a neighbour of mine, who got a statement from the
manager that Sir James had, showing what he was doing. He measured
what I did, but I did not get a writ:en statement of it.

39739. The present proprietor does not reside on the property —=No.

39740. Where does he live?—In London. It isin the bands of the
trustees now.

39741. And I suppose it is likely to be sold again now *—Where will
they get a man to buy it? It is not easy to get a man to buy it.

39742. For how much was it sold to Mr Mackay +—I understand the
Glen Casaley estate was sold at about the same price for which he bought
the whole—about £50,000.

39743. But the Rosehall land you don’t know aboutt—About
£50,000 ; that was what he gave for the two.

39744, After how long 7—Three years, I believe.

39745. But I suppose he made great improvements on the estate?—
‘Well, he made a little of roads and cut wood that was on it. He made
more mischief than improvement.

39746. Did he not plant trees I—He planted a great deal on the Ross-
shire side. He did not plaut any on this side that is worth speaking of.

39747. How many acres of land have most of these feuars —The lots
are of different sizes. Some of them will have over twenty acres.

39748. Of arable land +—No; fourteen in general of arable land.

39749. What feu-duty will they pay +—Some who are in the valley
pay ds. for what they have, but what the old township bad they are pay-
ing 6s. for. About a dozen acres will not keep a single sheep—nothing
growing on it at all.

JOEN SUTHERLAND, Feuar and Tenant, Rosehall (52) examined.

39750, The Chatrman.—In what year was the property sold by the
Matheson family to Mr Mackay +—1In 1870.

39751. To whom was it sold by My Mackay %—To Mr Robert Tennant
of Leeds.

39752, Was it not sold first to a company +—No; but Mr George
Grant Mackay had Messrs Rule and Stewart as his partners when he
bought the estate first, and he paid them off, and kept the estate for him-
self.

39753. Then Mr Mackay bought the estate in partnership with other
persons +—VYes, in 1870.

39754. But then he bought in for-himself separately —Yes.

39755. And he has sold another portion of it®*—Yes. He has sold
Glen Cassley, but he sold that before he got Roschall as his own portion.

39756. Dut the two properties were first of all sold by the Mathesona
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altagether #—There are three properties—Glen Cassley, Glen Rossal, and
Rosehall.  They were sold altogether in 1870,

39757. How much was the price of the three +—£50,000.

39758, Then Mr Mackay became proprietor of one of these —Yes.

39759. And he sold that one to Mr Tennant ; how much did he get
for the one?—7T am not certain of the amount, I believe it was close on
£50,000 ; but for the whole estate they got £100,000.

39760. They bought the three properties for £50,000, and got £100,000
for them 4—VYes,

39761. Were they supposed to have Jaid out much money on improve-
ments I—Very little.  There were temporary roads made, and some of
the hill pasture that was to be fened was ploughed by oxen so as to
encourage feuars to feu the ground.

39762, Since Mr Tennant bought Rosehall, what has he done with the
property +—There were a few that were unable to keep their feus, and the
land fell back into Mr Tennant’s hands, and he gave them leases.

39763, Will you describe what Mr Mackay and his partners did with
the property first of all’—First of all, after buying the property, they
sold all the wood that was on the estate, There were four steam saw-
mills put up to cut down the wood, and tbe whole of the wood on the
estate almost was cut down. Then Glen Cassley was sold to Mr Gordon
M<Leod from Skye, and Glen Rossal was sold to Mr Stewart, who had
been a partoer in the purchase of the property, and afterwards Mr Mackay
became the proprietor of the Rosehall estate.  After the whole was feued
the hill pasture was taken off the tenants.

39764, How did they set about feuing? Describe the process by
which they divided these feus. First of all, in whose hands was the
ground which was laid off in feus; was it in the hands of the small
tenants +—There were about 1200 acres of hill ground in the hands of the
crofters. This 1200 acres was advertised in the papers to be feued, and
people from a distance that did not know the land came forward and
feued the ground at an average of about 5s. an acre. These feuars took
possession of the ground, and some of them have been making improve-
ments upon it. Some of them have wasted their means upon these
grounds, and after wasting their own means they applied to lvan com-
panies to lend money on the securities of their holdings.

39765, In the meantime, what became of the small tenants —Thers
were a few acres of the pasture that was held formerly attached to their
arable ground and given out as feus. This pasture they were charged 6a.
an acre for, and they were charged £1 an acre for their arable ground.

39766. But the arable land, now in the posession of the snall tenants,
was not offered o be feued I—23ost of them pot the option of taking it
themselves first, and if they did not take it then it was offered to any
man who would take it.

39767. Arable as well as pasture 7—Yes, the whole of their holdings.

39768. Did many of the small tenants take feus?—At first they all
refused, but dMr Mackay told them he would ecarry out his wish, and if
they did not take it he wounld give ground and houses to other people.
Therefore, about ten days before Whitsunday 1870, most of them came to
give it a trial. There were about thirty crofters on the township of Altas

" ab the time the estate was sold, and of these there were twelve who did not

accept of the terms. There were six of these who did not get the chance
of taking them. These were women, and the old men who could not de
any good to the land, and these men did not get the chance of taking it
on any terms, They were deprived of the whole of their labour and their
dwelling-houses, and without a halfpenny of compensation. There were
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other six also that would not take it, and they left without gelting any
compensation for what they had done.

39769. What was the length of the feus 7—Perpetual.

39770. How were the ground rents of the feuars compared with the
rent on the arable ground paid by the small tenants before F—After taking
about 1200 acres of hill ground off them, and about 200 or 300 acres of
lowland pasture off them, for what was left to them they were charged
double what their former rent was with this pasturage.

39771, Had they te pay down a sum of money for the feu besides =—
No, they paid an annual feu-duty.

39772, There was no fine I—No.

39773. £1 per acre for the arable Jand +—Yes

39774, And the former rent was 103 —VYes, and Gs. for the wasie
ground, which no sheep farmer in the county would think werth 6d. an
acre.

39775. Bo they got positive property in the land for a feu-duty of £1
per acre and 6s. for pasture. Was the pasture at s, an acre susceptible
of improvement? Was it generally land that could be trenched and
taken in, or was it guite hopeless ground 7—Some of it was hopeless, but
there were other parta that would improve, and could be made arable with
great expense, after about £20 an acre was put out on them.

39776, Afr Fraser-Mackintosh.—All the matters you referred to ercated
2 good deal of talk and excitement at the time I—A great deal,

39777. There was a considerable demand, prices were high, and a con-
giderable demand for land and farms$—-Yes, by strangers who came to
gee it, but none of those parties who knew the land ever offered for it.

39778, T suppose, though you and others are making a complaint
against the amount of feu-duty that was put upon you, you arec not
against the principle of feuing lote3—No, the principle 1s good ; but it is
overdone by the feu-daties being, in some cases, three times what the
value of the land is.

39779, T think, in 2 paper which was read by the previous delegate,
he states that a full year's rent would be paid upon a death. Surely that
is a mistake? Was it not a double fent—The double of the fen-duty,
that is a year's rent.

39780. With regard to the six aged women and others, what becamo
of those who didn't get the opportunity of offering for land 7—Some of
them were put on the parochial roll and supported by the parish.

39781. Was no allowance made of any kind —No,

39783, And no centribution made by the proprietor 3—2XNo.

39783. And no houses suppliedd for them ?—Nothing of the kind.
Along with the thirty crofters there were 100 cottars and paupers upon
the estate, and they were gjected, and their holdings were given to others
along with the crofters.

39784. Then how many heads of families were deprived of their
houses by these operations —I stated there were six who did not get an
opportunity, and six who got the opportunity and did not aceept of it,

39785. T am referring now to the cottars you are speaking of —Iro-
bably thers might be about eight cottars; I am not certain of the
number.

39786. And no provision was made for them ! Neo provision what-
ever,

39787, And what became of them?—The parties who feued the
ground allowed some of them to remain in their holdings.

39788. What is the position of such of the feuars as have still been
enabled to carry on; are they complaining very much %—The condition
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is this, with regard to some of the feuars, that when their means were
done they applied to loan companies for money to carry on, and money
has been advanced to them by loan companies upon the faith of their hold-
ings, and the result was that they were not able to pay aceording to the
terms of agreement, and they were sequestrated, and vacancies occurred in
Rosehall, with liabilities amounting to over £10,000 in the last seven
vears. In some cases the trustees were not able to realise what would
make a halfpenny of a dividend after the expenses and preferable elaims
were paid. In other cases it was only a few pounds; so it is not only
the fenars who have suffered, but a great many of the public as well.

39789, Other peopls have suffered from the insolvencies +—Yes, even
our good Caledonian Bank has lost £2000 or £3000.

39790. Are any people complaining from the estate of Culrain, on the
opposite side, the same as you are at Rosehall?—T am not very well
acquainted with them, but they have been complaining.

39791. Have you heen well acquainted with this district for many
years %—I have lived in Rosehall for the last twenty-four years.

39792. Do you carry on sany other businessi—I somefimes carry on
shoemaking,

39793. And you have means of knowing the real state of the people?
—Yes, I know everything about them for the last twenty-four years by
what I saw, and for more than twenty years before that from old men.

39794 Do you think, upon the whole, it would have been better for
the crofters and small tenants had this experiment never been tried, and
that the property should have remained in the Mathesons’ possession +—
I am certain of that.

39795. Will you still say that when I tell you that yesterday we had
—also from the property of the Matheson’s—very great eomplaints from
the Gruids, though matters remain apparently as they were forty years
ago1—And so we do, because our holdings were sold by Sir James to Mr
Mackay, and the improvements made he says he bought for a sum of
money, and they were all summonsed at the instance of Sir James,

39796. Supposing the amount of feu-duty were in any way modified
or reduced, would the place be prosperous—Yes, T helieve it would.

39797. Can you say from your own observation that additional land
has been taken in, or that old land that was formerly taken in has been
meliorated or improved by the feuars since they became feuars +—Therc
has been both.

39798. In fact, they have done their best to make the best of it}—
Yes, and gone past what was ordinarily done. There is one instance [
can give of how the feus were over-feued. There is one place of 120 acres
that was fened in 1870 at £30. Between 1870 and 1875 there were
three feuars upon that place in succession one after another. Their loss
was about £400 between them. In 1875 the feu came into the hands of
Mr Tennant, and, after an outlay of £230, he was not able to let it at
anything up till Whitsunday 1877. In 1877 there was a man who took
a fifteen years’ lease of it at an annual rent of £25.

39799, You give that as an illustration of overrenting?—Yes. Then
in the March following he made a moonlight flitting, and left Mr Tennant
without paying a halfpenny of rent, and the place was in Mr Tennant’s
hands up til 1880. In 1880 he let it to another man for £12. That
man kept it till Whitsunday 1881, and left without paying a halfpenny
of the £12, In 1881 a neighbouring crofter gave an offer of £10, pro-
viding there would be & certain portion of it fenced, which would cost, I
suppose about £30. This offer was accepted, and there has Leen £10
paid for it since Whitsunday 1831, Mr Tennant bought the feus upon

-
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twenty-two years' purchase, so this feu cost him at first £660, and he has
laid out £280 along with that, and all the estate took in from 1875 up
till now has been £70 only they have the shooting,

39800. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Do you say those three first feuars
nad expended a large sum of money npon it +—The first man expended
somewhere about £90 and he left it after paving & year’s feu-duty, and
putting down a crop without getting anything For it, only Mz G. G.
Mackay gave him a valuation for the crop. Then it was feued to a man
from Orkney. e came forward and built houses upon it and a water-
power threshing-mill. He got disgusted, and the feus were not supposed
to be so bad as they were, and he tried to get it sold, and he got a man
from Aberdeen to come forward and give £310 for it. He was there for
about two years, and he eaw he was ¢ done,’ and tried tosell it. He went
to Mr Tennant and fold him what he had done, and Mr Tennant
gave him £200 for it, and he thought he would get it let at a high
rent, but he never got anything for it till late in 1831, Mr Tennaut
then Jaid out about £30 in improving the houses and doing other im-
provements,

39801. I thought you said Mr Tennaﬂt gave £600+—Yes, for
purchasing the property from Mr Mackay. He gave twenty-two years’
purchase.

39802. How many of these feus are there ?—About thirty-three.

39803. What is the average extent of them }—There is one feu that is,
I suppose, over 1000 acres, feued by Professur Geddes, Aberdeen.

39804. What is the sinallest +—About fourteen acres.

39805, They run from fourteen to 1000 acres#——Yes.

39806. What will most of them he +—Well, as to the old crofters who
took feus, their average will be from twelve to seventeen acres.

39807. There have been other vacancies besides the one you mentioned?
—Yes, soeveral cases,

39808. Have their feus been sold +—They have been tried to be sold,
but g halfpenny could not be got for ther. There was a gentleman
frem Glasgow who expended £1000 on his fen. He was paying £65 of
feu-duty, and be expended £1000, and he became bankrupt before he
died, and the trustees were unable to get a halfperny for it,

39809. Have these feus been sold in any circumstances whatever 3—
Yes, they have.

39810. At a profit?—XNo, I don’t think they were sold for a profit,

after the outlay.

39811. But some of them have been saleable; they have not been
all go bad —No, some of them have been sold.

39812, The Chairman.—With regard to the small fenars who were
formerly crofters—that class who have kept their former arable land as
feus—have they done pretty well, or been ruined too7—Well, they are
trying to clear their way pretty well; sonie of them got help from Australia
and friends elsewhere.

39813. In the case of the small tenants who remained as feuars, about
what area of arable land do they generally held—five or six acres #—
Their average will be about seven. There are some as low as five and six,
and some as high as nine and ten.

39814, Do you think they have made greater improvements on the
land which they held as feus at a higher rent than they would have done
if they had continued to hold the land as crofters '—No, they have not;
they made more improvements when they were tenants at will, than they
have done sinee they became feuars.

39815. They are nout able to do it now? There are some of the people
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who still remained as crofters?-—No, there ars none here allowed to
remain as ceofters,  They became crofters afterwards by giving up theic
feus to Mr Tennant, but every one who would not be a feuar was turged
out,

39816. But the pruvious witness said his rent had becn raised from
£3, 10s. to £7, 10s.7—Yes, but I understand tbat he got some more low-
lying pasture added to it.

39817. He said he bad more stock +—Yes, but the hill pasture was
taken off him. His land was feued by another man,—-he was only the
sub-tenant of this fewar. He lost his holding from Mr Mackay, and he was
a sub-tenant.

Apisx Mackay, Crofter, Bardarroch, Strathkyle (60)—examined.

39818, The Chafrmon,—YWhat is the name of your proprietor —Mr
G. G. Mackay.

39819, Ay Cameron.—How many crofters are on this property of
Strathkyle —Seventeen,

39820, Are you a delegate from them I—Yes.

39821, What are their average rents +—From £30 down to £10.

39822, What is your own rent +—£30,

39823. What amount of land do you hold 7—About eight acres of
:1able land and twenty-three of meadow,

39824. Any common pasture amongst the tenants —No.

39825. Each tenant is, so to speak, self-contained. He grazes his own
beasts on his own land, summer and winter —Yes.  The hill pasture was
all taken from them as soon as the old lease expired,

39826, Now, how do thase of the tenants who pay £10 work their
land ; do they work it on a fiveshift rotation 7—Well, they do some-
thing like that.

39827, Do they leave one field out two years in permanent pasture’—
Yes, they require to do that for their cows, when there is no hill
pasture.

39828, Is each croft fenced off from its neighbour 7—Yes, not by &
wire fence, but by a stone fence.

39829, Den't you consider « stone dyke superior to wire?—Yes, if it
is put up right.

30830. I suppose you mean the stones are apt to tumble down +—Yes.

39831, Dut it i3 not a very serious matter for a fenant to put up the
stones when they tumble down%—They put up the stones they take off
their flelds as a protection between man and man,

39832, These are not built dykes7—No. There are some put up by
the proprietor, and sowme that the erofters themselves put up.

39833. And which are put up in the best way ?—The proprietor's,

39834, Are those put up by the crofters not sufficient to keep their -
neighbours” cattle from trespassing on their arable ground —XNo.

39835, Are there any stones on the ground for the crofters to make the
fence sufficient if they chose to expend a little money on it 1—No, they
have not time to do if. The land is so dear that they canuot get them
to do that.

39836. Do the crofters consider themselves too highly rented +—Yes,
mostly double what they cught to be.

39837. Is your holding now an average specimen of the croffers’ as to
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rent, looking to the size? Is yours a fair example of the rest I-They arc
Jjust about the same thing.

39838, You say you have eight acres arable ground +—ZEight and a
half.

39839. And twenty-three of meadow pasture +—Yes.

39840. What do you consider the meadow pasture fo be worth an
acre +—It is charged at 10s. an acre by the proprietor.

39841. Do you consider that too much%—Yes.

, 39842, 'What do you do with the meadow pasture? Do you pasture it
‘all, or take erops of hay alternately =—We take crops of hay, and we take
crops of corn sometimaes, but the Kyle of Sutherland comes over it and
destroys the corn.

30843. It is more snitable for pasture or hay ?—-Yes.

_ 39844. Do you take hay off it the whole of the year, or do you take
hay off it alternate years %—We take hay off it yearly.

39845. And what number of stones or tons do you get to the acre?
Have you ever made any calculation?—About fifty or sixty stones of
natural hay.

39846, And after that you geb the pasture for the cattle during the
winter '—1It is no use for the cattle, because very often the water goes
over it in winter, and spoils it.

39847. So all you get is the hay off i6+—Dlost of it; and it grazes
cattle in summer.

39848, After the hay is taken away—No, there is hardly any grass
growing on it after the bay is taken off.

39849. Do you graze your cattle upon it hefore your hay is taken off}
—XNo.

39850. Then you get the hay off, and for the rest of the summer you
graze your cattle upon it +—Yes,

39851. So you get fifty or sixty stones of hay per acre off it, and you
get the after-grass for the cattle until the floods come and render it unfit
for that purpose I—Yes

39852. Do you consider 105 an acre too high for land that can be
treated in that way 2—Yes.

39853, What would you put it at -—At Js.

39854. Then is the eight and a half acres of arable good land +—Yea.

39855. What is it caleulated at per acre +—More than £1.

39856. Do you consider that too high =—Well, it is too high by a long
way,—the rest of the acres are so bad with the flood.

39857. But the arable acres are not covered by the floods—No.

39858. Then do you consider £1 per acre for the eight and a half
acres is still too high without reference to the other +—1I think that £1
would do if the rest were good,

39859, In point of fact, you would not complain of the eight and
8 half acres if the meadow were reduced +—If the meadow were not
flooded, T would not eomplain of it ab all.

39860. Would it pay to erect any protection against the floods —XNo.

30861, Is that the principal complaint of the tenants you represent }—
The principal complaint is that their hill pasture was taken from them,
and instead of taking down their rents, their rents were puf up higher.
It was all planted.

39862, What year was that in?%— About 1873.

39863, Who bought the property then?—Mr G. G. Mackay bought it
from the late laird of Novarin 1870. The tenants had a lease up to 1873.

39864, And when their leases expired —He deprived them of their
pasture, and planted it
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39865. Was any valvation of the land made—the lands that remained
with the tenants at that time $—1I think there was.

39866, What was the result of it?%—That they had to pay a higher
rent.

39867. What was your croft rented at before +—£20, with the hill
pasture.

39868. And in 1873 i was raised to £301—Yea

39869. And the others in proportion f-—Yes,

39870. Did Mr Mackay value it himself 1—He valued it himself,

39871. Had he any mectings with his tenants to satisfy them that he
was putting a fair increase upon them, or did Le just give notice that if
was to be raised I—He told them at once that it was to be raised.

39372, Did he not take them into his confidence, or explain how it
was oo low before, and why it was to be raised —Well, T didn’t hear,
I hLave come to the estate since then.

39873. Did your predecessor pay £30 1—Yes,

39874, Then you must have been satisfied yourself that the place was
worth £30, or you would not have taken it?—But when Mr G. G.
Mackay bought the estate he sold part of it to Mr Hadwen. I wasa
tenant there, and Mr Hadwen deprived the tenants of the hill, and I was
cvicted, and I was two years without a place at all

30875. Was this place close to the place you have now +—Yes.

39876. You must have known all about it?—Well, I dido’t know,
It was put into lots, and 1 thought the place was better than it is.

39877. But still you would know more than if you had been a com-
plete stranger %—Yes, but I thought it was better than being in the poor-
house.

39878. Any how you took it with your eyes open. Don't you think
the other tenants had, perbaps, more reason to complain than you had ¥
—They are as bad.

39879. They had no choice given them at all +—No choice at all.

39880. Have you any other remarks fo make about the estate or the
management of it —No.

39381, The Chotrman.—Is it not nsual on these larger crofts from £10
to £30, to have fences between the erofts or between the fields —The
proprietor put some stone dykes between some of the lots, but not be-
tween the whole of them.

39882, If the proprietor would put up substantial fences between the
different lots, or between the different fields, would the tenants co-operate
with him and take part of the lahour or expense, or do they not consider
fences as of any importance I—ZFor these stone dykes they had to gather
the stones themselves, The proprietor would only be at the expense of
building them,

39883, Would the tenants he willing to take the trouble of gathering
the stones if the proprietor would build them +—VYes, they would.

39884, And they would consider that was an advantage to the croft +—
Yes.

39885, You said it would be of no uge, and that you could not fenece
your meadow land against inundation; where does the water come
from %—From the river.

39386. Is there no dyke along the river side at all +—No.

39887. No turf dyke —No.

39888. Do they never in this country build river fences to prevent the
river overflowing }—In a little part, but it 'was of no nse. The water
broke through.

39889, Perhaps it was not strong enough +—Oh ! yea
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39890. Would it not be possible to make a proper dyke+—I don’t
think so; it would not pay.

39891. Dres not the proprietor help in this eountry to make river
dykes —I am not sure.

39892, Does this meadow lie pretty well above the common level of
the water, or is it guite low down ?—Quite low down.

39893. Have you a lease now i— Yes.

39894, How many yearst—Nineteen years,

39895, How many years have you still to run 3 Fifteen.

39896, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Are there any feuars on Culrsin
estate i—There is one,

30897. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—1Is there anybody else from the estate
with you to-day +—Yes, George Ross and David Rose.

39898. You mentioned you were evicted from Mre Hadwen s estate ;
is it you who bas a great grievante against Mr Hadwen?—The only
thing is that he evicted me away from the place where T was horn.

39899. What is the name of the place +—Rielonie,

33900. Is there a man commonly called the Bard §—Yes ; he is here.

39901. You are not the Bard +—No, his name is Alexander Ross,
Achnahannet.

ArrxanpER Ross, Achnshannet (63)—examined.

39902. The Chairman.~—What is your occupation$—I have no
occupation except labouring when I can get work.

39903. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Where were you born 1—111 Rielonic
of Culrain—the place from which I was last evicted.

39904, What was the name of the property of which that was part, of
old I—It was the property of Novar. The portion on which I lived was
bousht by Mr Hadwen,

39905, T understand you have some complaint as to the way you have
been used ; what have you to say on that subject%—That I was removed
a yaar from Whitsunday last,

39906, Were you owing any arrears of rent?—I was £2 in arrears ;

they knocked down the house, and we wers two nights obliged to live on

the hillside. I then got & house from a tenant of Mr Mackay at Achna-
hannet. :

39907. What rent had you been paying at Rielonie 7—£8.

39908. What stock did you keep+—Two cows and a heifer, and =
mare and a foal.

39909. What has became of the place from which you werc removed ;
who has it =—It was divided, I believe, among my neighhours,

39910. Did you give any offence to the proprietor that, in your
opinion, would justify your removal $—Nothing, except that I was uot
prescut at the time of the paying of the rent, and was a little behind
with it afterwards.

39911. Had you sufficient stock to pay your full rent, and if you got
a little time would you have been prepared to pay up your arrears +—As
goon as I was able I paid the rent, all except £2, and I would have paid
that too, if they had only given me time.

39912, Did you vpersonally go to the proprietor and 1.monstrate
against being removed from the place where you were born —He was il
at the time, “and T could not get to see him ; and I was sending petitions
to him, but I got no encouragement in reply.

39913. Has thisstep that has been taken against you reduced you now
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to poverty, or next door to it +~That is undoubtedly so, as there is not
so much work to be had.

39914, Are you able, at your time of life, to turn your hand to any-
thing else except labour #—1 am not fit for anything but the kind of work
I vsed to be working at.

39915, Have you always mintained & respectsble character in the
ocality +-—Oh, yes; there is nothing they can say against me,

39916, Have you been in the habit of writing Gaelic verses and
poetry I have often. done so.

39917, Are you quite sure you never wrote anything of a satirical
kind that would irritate your proprietor to take the step he did zgainst
you?—I naver wrote a sative against anybody, but T may have said some
sharp things when I told the people the truth that people didn’t like.

39918, When this gentleman became the proprietor of the estate of
Rielonie, did you not, on the contrary, write some lines in his faveour
as a proprigtor who had just come in?%—He was a while there before I
did so.

39919. Bat you did so 4T did.

39920. How do you support yourself at present 3—I live as best I can
by such work as T can gek

39921, Have you anybody depending upon you $—1I have a wife.

39922, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—If the proprietor was ill at the time you
were removed, was that done by his orders or by the factor's?—I understand
by the factor’s. If is my impression that the factor was the cause of it

39923. Were you usnally punctual in paying the rent +—Yes, I did
g0, until the year before last, when I was a little behind with the rent.

39924. The Chatrman.—Where were you educated §—-In the parish
school,

39925, Was there Gaelic taught in the parish school +—Ne.

38926, How did you learn to write verses?—I learnt to read the
Gaelic myself, and never took a lesson in Gaelie in school.

39927, Is it customary for the Gaelic-speaking people in this country
to compose verses 7 Do many of them do it 2—Some of them,

39928, Have you printed ary of your verses '—No.

Jaurs Ross, Crofter, Breackwell (42)—examined.

39929. The Chairman. -—~Have you a paper to read to the Commission 1
—Yes. ¢ My father took a croft of three or four acres of arable land at
¢ Slestary in 1833, with hill pasture attached, at a rent of £17. He built
‘a new house and farm steading on it. In 1838 the best part of the hill
¢ ground was iaken off and put to the factor’s sheep farm, and the rent
¢ reduced to £12,  After the marches were thus altered it was allowed to
‘be the dearest eroft on Skibo estate. My father was yearly adding a
¢ little to the croft, and paying his rent up to the time of his death in
¢1858. MMy mother, and children after him, continued to do the same
¢ until she died in 1863. Then my brother and my sister along with me
¢ continued reclaiming land as we were able, and in 1876 the croft con-
¢ tained twelve acres arable, well limed, and in regular rotation. The
¢ valuator that valued the estate for My Sutherland Walker said it was
¢the best cultivated croft in the distriet. In 1876 Mr Sutherland
¢ Walker, by his new marches, reduced the croft to seven acres, snd cut
¢ off all the outlying pasture. For the croft as now redneced he wanted
¢ £6, 10s., binding me af the same time to improve five acres on & ten

r
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¢ yeara' lease. I could not agree to this, and was obliged to give up the
¢ place without compensation for buildings or land improvement, He
¢ has not settled with me for the valnation of manure, fallow land, and
¢ damaged crops. Having disagreed about Slestary, he pressed me several
¢ times to take Breackwell, to which I had the same objections, and could
¢ never agree to take it on his conditions. Dut my brother Robert, in his
¢ anxiety to see his brother and his sister and myself in a home, agreed
¢ to take the place on the proprietor’s representation of it, and promising
‘ to see us comfortable. In 1880, two acres of the turnip crop was de-
* stroyed by a burn overflowing its banks on account of the drains he
‘ made in the moor above; and in 1882 second year's grass and other
¢ pasture were damaged by ancther burn overflowing on account of ob-
* stractions left in it by parties digging for sand by his autherity. On
¢ being rendered an account of these damages for payment, he repudiated,
¢ and told me to take legal steps to recover it ; that the land was his, and
¢ he could do with it what ke pleased. The outgoing tenant of this place
¢ carried off the best part of the straw that grew on it, and used the best
¢ part of the fallow land for potatoes, but we at the end of the lease are
¢ not allowed to carry away the straw nor plant pofatoes; and in this way
¢ we pay ten rents for nine crops. This was not understeod by us when
 the lease was signed. The tenavt of the adjoining croft at Slestary,

¢ containing about nine acres arable at a rent of £13, 10s., is bound {o-

¢ improve nine acres, and to build & new dwelling-house and steadings.’

39930. Mr Cameron.~—This statement is more that of a personal griev-
ance than that of a body of crofters—Yes.

39931, Ave you referring to other people 2—To some,

39932, Did they send you here to speak for thera?—There are some
who have grievances similar to this.

39933. But of course they cannot be quite alike 7—Not quite alike,

39934. Isthe matter of the burn overfiowing commeon to the place ¢—
No, it is personal to myself.

39935. Then, which of the gricvances mentioned here affects your
neighbours as well as yourself #—They complain of high rent and want of
compensation for improved lands and dwellings, and they want fixity of
tenure, and not baving pasture.

39936. Have they ever had pasture—Yes.

39937. When ?—They were deprived of their pasture about thirty-eight
years ago.

39938. Now, what have they done in the way of improvement for
which they want compensation +—They have no satisfaction for all their
labour. There are some crofters who improved their land to such an
extent, and they are not allowed compensation even on their removal,

39939, In what way did they improve their crofis 1—DBy cultivating it
out of moor or bad ground.

39940. When did they begin these improvements; how long ago1—
This was the system upon the estate, that the estate was over-rented since
this man got ik

39941. When did they begin the improvements +—1It was small lots the
tenants were taking. They were taking the hill and improving the crofts
themselves, making a kind of a home first.

39942, How long ago —1I cannot say.

39943. Was it thirty-eight years ago, or before that, or after?—
Befors it

39944. Have their rents been raized since +—7Yes, several times.

39945. As I understand you, they complain not so much of the want
of compensation, as because their rents have been raised upon their own
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improvements #—Their rents are heavily raised upon their own improve-
ments.

39946. Have any of them left the cstate anl asked for compensation
for what they have done !—Yes, some of them left the estate.

39947. Did they ask for compensation —They did not get any com-
pensation.

39948, Did they ask for it?7—1T cannot say. Most Iikely they did

39949. Can you give us any dates? You seem to be not very well
aequainted with the dates ; but te arrive at any fair conelusion, we must
know how long ago these improvements were made, and how often
the rents were raised upon the improvements. Have you got that
information #—No, I have not got it; but there are soms to come
forward that can show it.

30950, The Chairman.—Which delegate is best acquainted with the
dates of old times %—I think James Sutherland.

39951. What is the common rent for an acre of improved arable
ground ; how much does it come to?—1I am paying 17s. 6d.

39952, Did you improve it yourself or got it improved #—I improved
it where T was before 1 came to Breackwell.

30953. But when you came to Breackwell you received the ground
already cultivated —Yes,

39954, And you pay 17s. 6d. I—7Yes.

59955, Is there any outrun :-—There is no outrun except four or five
acres, and it is charged ls. per acre.

39956. Then it is 17s. 6d. forimproved arable, and 1s. for unimproved
pasture -—Yes,

39957, Is the common pasture capable of being turned into arahle +—
“es, but at a great deal of expense.

30958.—How many acres of arable have you got in your present
holding +—1It is given to me under the name of twenty-three acres.

39959.—How many acres of unimproved Lill pasture —Four or five.

39960. What i« your rent +—£20, 5s,

39961. What stock do you keep #—Two cows and two horses; I
think that would be about the stock of the place.

39962, Is it the stock you actually do keept—No, for 2t times T may
have a little more, and at times I may be under it ; but it is about what
the place can keep. ‘

39963. Can you produce enough food to support your family in meal
and potatoes during the whole year+—Yes,

39964, Are you able to sell potatoes +—Ye

39965. Are you able to sell a stirk every year #—No ; there are several
vears that there will not be a stirk. 'When a man bas two cows, perhaps,
they will go wrong at times.

39966. Have you gob a lease +—Yes.

39967. If you have a lease, dous it not provide for any compensation
at the end of it +—No.

39968. Why did you not put that in +—That is my grievance,

39969, But when you made the lease, why did you not stipulate with
the proprietor for compensation +—It was my brother took the lease,

39970. Why did not your brother make a provision to save youl—
The proprietor would not grant it wpon that condition.

39971. You complain of no pasture {—VYes.

39972. Is there any sheep farm or pasture farm on the march =—Yes,
there is.

39973. Part of which might be given to you%—-The whole of it is
quite vacant, and it might be given to the whole of the tenants,



AMinutes of Bvidence. 2583

39974, Would they consider that a great advantage?—Yes, a great SUTHER-

advantage. LAiD'
39975. Would they be disposed to pay additional rent for it$—Of ..
course they would. BrIDOE,

39976. Who is the proprietor now +—Mr Sutherland Walker. —

39977, Have the tenants ever made any proposal to him to give them James Ross.
some of the pasture off the farm %—1I cannot zay about that.

39978, Is the farin held under a lease —No, no lease, no stock ; it is
under game,

39979, What kind of game +—Grouse,

39980. Then it is a farm without any stock +—Without any stock.

39981. Are there any deer %—There are deer in the woods beside it.

39982, Is it held by the proprietor, or is it let+—TIt is held by the
proprietor.

39983. How long has it been like it, without any stock at all 2—About
two or three years.

39984. What was hefore that 7—It was a sheep farm, but it was first
occupied by tenants. In the year 1838 it was under tenants, and then
the factor got it, and turned it into a sheep farm. He was turning ou
the tenants day by day.

39985. Is there a fence between the crofters’ arable and the forest 7—
In bits there js, but where it is the fence is put up at the tenant's own
expense by paying so much yearly.

39986, What sort of fence is it %—A wire fence where it is.

39987. Which do the most harm, the birds or the deer 3—Where I am
I will not complain of either one or the other.

39988. Does any one complain +—Yes, some of the tenants are com-
plaining of them.

39989. What do they complain of most +—Those that ave on the hill
complain of the grouse, but those that are in the down-lying distriet
complain most of deer.

39990, When they complain does the proprietor give them any com-
pensation +~Not any compensation. It is in the lease that there is to be
no compensation for any thing of the sort.

39991, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What was the name of the factor who
turned out the small people day by day +—Forbes.

39992, Whero is he now —He is in the grave.

Rev. Gusravos Arp, Free Church Minister of Creich (70)}—examined

39993. The Chairman.—Of what part of the country are you a native ! Rey Gustavus
—A native of Ross-shire. Aird,
39994. Have you been conversant with the class of small tenants from
your earliest years — Yes.
39995. And you bave devoted particular study and attention to their
condition +—Well, I have known them from my earliest years and all
along.
39996. In this part of Ross-shire ~—In Easter Ross, aboul twenty
miles from here,
39997. Does your knowledge extend to Sutherland also 7—1I have been
through almost the whole of Sutherland, I have been in the Reay
country and Assynt, but I have not resided there, My first charge was
in Ross-shire, and I eame here forty years ago.
39998, Will you kindly make a general statement with respect to your
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impressions as to the condition and prospects of the small tenants?—I
would beg leave to read a short statement.—* The estate of Skibo con-
* tains most of the crofters in this parish. Part of it, viz.,, Balblair, was
¢ sold about twenty yeara since to Mr Sidney Hadwen, the present pro-
¢ prietor.  About eighteen years ago the whole estate was sold hy Mr
¢ Dempster to Mr Chirnside, who soon thereafter disposed of it to the
¢ present proprietor, Mr Sutherland Walker. I Removals,— About fifty
¢ years ginee several families were removed from Ralchraggan, Reeneare,
¢ and Acharrie, and their lands now form the corn farms of Balblair,
¢ Fload, and Acharrie. T was told that a number of those ther evicted
t emigrated to America. In the place of Coiloag scven families were
¢ removed, and the place turned into a miniature deer forest, not to the
¢« advantage of the crops of the people in the neighbourhood. About
¢ 1850 six families were removed from Little Creich, and their lands
¢ now constitute the farm of Little Creich. About 1876 three families
¢ were removed from Clachnasheenag and its surroundings, and their
¢ grazing is unlet. About 1876 seven families were removed from
¢ Moine-ghaoir, and the lands are unoccupied sinee then, About 1876
tand 1881 seven families were removed from Souvardale, and these
¢ places now form the farm of Mecikle Souardale. Their dwellings and
¢ offices were of store and clay, and suitable enough for the size of their
¢ places. They agreed to the rents proposed hy the proprictor, but eould
‘ not to the conditions imposed, viz.,, te rebuild new houses and offices,
¢ remove the old ones, trench, drain, and lime most poverty-stricken soil,
¢and remove surplus stones to wherever the proprietor saw fit, All
¢ these changes would cost an enormous expense, and must be borne by
¢ themselves, which it was impossible for them to face, and which the
¢ tenant who succeeded never did, and never promised to do, although
¢ a new slated square of offices has been erected, and yet six of these
¢ tenants were evicted, All the removals above referred to comprehend
¢ thirty families. II. Complaints.—1. Asto rents, the soil is naturally far
« from being fertile. When Mr Dempster {who still survives) held the
¢ property the people considered their places rack-rented. But sinece
¢ then, when it could be done, they were inereased ; as, for example, the
¢ only settlement which could be obtained by the following crofters about
¢ 1880, when their leases expired, was tenure from year to year, and 50
¢ per cent, additional rent. The county valuation roll shows the former
¢ and the present rent—

¢ Former Rent.  Present Rent.

¢(1) Wm, Campbell, Barracks, . . £5 0 0 £7 10 0
#{2) Angus Munro, . .« H10 0 715 0
*(3) James M'Kay, Leithall, . . 810 0 1215 0
¢ (4) Robert Calder, Migdale, . . 5 0 0 710 0

¢ During the past forty years T have been told by not a few of the
¢ tenants on the Skibo estate that generally those on it, paying a certain
¢ rent, could with diffieulty keep but one cow, yet for the same rent on
¢ the Sutherland estate two or three cows could be kept. At Whitsunday
¢ last (1883) one of the largest and most fertile farms in Easter Ross was
¢ let for nineteen years at several shillings per acre less than was paid by
¢ the former occupant, whilst a large outlay is to be made during the
¢ currency of the lease by the proprietor for improvements. Thus, whilst
¢ a Jarge reduction per acre has taken place on one of the finest farms in
¢ Ross-shire, 50 per cent. has been added in this parish on erofters who
¢ were considered to be rack-rented, for very inferior soil, which proves te
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¢ demonstration the necessity for a measure to prevent such exorbitant SUTHER-
¢ vxactions on poor men, and also to prevent the erection of a first-class LA_’)‘_D
* manufactory for producing paupers. 2. As to meliorations for bulld- pguxag
¢ ings, there is—(1) The case of Alexander Grant, late of Scuardale, now  Briper
“in Sydney, N.5. Wales, as may be seen from his letter dated 25th
* August 1880, When his father entered the place he paid meliorations Rev- Gustavas
* for the houses, and held a paper signed by Mr Grant upon Dempster

* (the proprietor at that time) promising meliorations on removal. He

* was never paid meliorations by Mr G. Dempster, and he states in his

¢ letter that when application was made to the present proprietor he

¢ declined paying them, as the document promising them was not stamp

¢ paper (as if the ninth commandment were of no authority unless ex-

“tended on stamp paper). The melicrations amounted to £174, 10s

¢ All this was done after the poor man was evieted by 3Ir Sutherland

¢ Walker, and he had with his family to emigrate to N.S. Wales, and

* was wever a shilling in arrears. (2) The case of the late Donald

¢ Fraser, miller, Migdale, who died about 1876, left a widow and child,

¢ His grandfather, John Fraser, had one of the leases given hy Mr G.

¢ Dempster of Dunniclien, about 1798, and, I understand, full meliora-

¢ tiong were promised in the event of his heirs being removed. The

“ buildings (exclusive of himdreds of yards of stone dykes), were valued

* at from £800 to 900 ; the widow was only allowed a fraction of this as

¢ she had not the means of bringing the case to the Court of Session.

* When Hugh Fraser succecded his father John Fraser, about 1810, the

¢ facter measured the land, consisting of a number of small separate pen-

¢ dicles of about four acres, and valued it along with the mill at £7, 10s.

“ At his death, about 1875, there must bave been from eighteen to

« twenty acres arable, and the yearly rent of mill and land is now £60,

¢ and all this owing to the improvements effected by father and son, and

¢ yet the son’s widow and orphan were evicted by Mr Sutherland Walker,

* 11, TWhat és wanted —1. Fair rents. 2. Safety or security of tenure,

* There iz much need of this, as, for example, if there is no measure

¢ passed ere long, in 1885 or 1886 the whole of Migdele and of Tulloch

¢ (about thirty families) may be evicted, and the lands turned into a deer

¢ forest, 3. Meliorations for permanent improvements on land and re-

¢ quisite buildings. 4. Hill pasture turned into ciub farms. The people

¢ formerly had the hill pasture; were deprived of it by the factor of that

* time who occupied it himself, and wheo, it is said, ruled the estate for

¢ years not with a sceptre of mercy. The tenants have ever since been

¢ without this grazing, but no abatement of rent was allowed on the arable

* Jand in consideration of this, but an increase was imposed at various times.

¢ On this point I may read a few pages from a paper by the late Mr

¢ George Dempster of Dunnichen, in the Old Statistical Account of 1793,

“ The Rev. George Rainy, the minister of this parish, was asked by Sir

¢ John Sinclair to introduce that paper into the Statistical Aecount. I

¢ merely refer to it as stating what he laid down for the improverment of

¢ Highland estates {vol viil p. 375) :—*% Plan for improving the estates of

¢ 8kibo and Pulrossie. These estates contain about 18,000 acres of land,

¢ extending from the point of Arducalk, on the north bank of Dornoch,

¢ westward to Pori Leak, being an extent of twelve or fourteen miles.

¢ The hulk of the estate iz hilly, but the hills are of noe great height,

¢ secming generally to rise about frem 500 to 700 feet above the level of

¢ the firth. Thers may be about 200 families living on these cstates,

¢ with the exception of the mains or home farm of each place. The farms

¢ are of small extent in regard to arable ground.  They produce some corn

¢ and potatoes, hardly suflicient to maintain the families of the tenants,

8B .
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SUTHER- ¢ The tenants pay their rents by the sale of eattle, which are fed in their
LAND. ¢ houses on straw through the winter, and piek up a miserable subsistence
Boxar ‘00 the waste and common ground of the estate during the summer,
Brioge. © The whole of the present rent is from £700 to £800 a year, of which

— ¢ more than a fourth part is paid by the two large farms belonging to the
Rev. Gustavus ¢ paner or mansion-house.” Tt is stated that it is not the intention of
. Adrd. ¢ the proprietors to exact for some time any increase of rents from these
¢ people, but, on the contrary, to encourage them by every possible means
¢ to improve their little spots of land, to erect for themselves more com-
¢ fortable houses, and to build them of more durable materials,” Thae
¢ writer then describes certain efforts which were being made to introduce
¢ spinning and weaving into the district, and proceeds to say, ¢ that the
¢ people may have nothing to divert their attention from their own busi-
‘ ness, all the services performed by them and their cattle to their supe-
¢ riors are commuted into money, and thirlage by the mills of the baronies
¢ is also abolished. Measures are taking to give the people securs pos- 1

¢ gsession (for their own lives at least) of® their houses, gardens, and arable
¢ lands, with full liherty to cultivate as much of the waste land as they
¢ please. Their cattle are suffered to pasture on the other waste lands, as
¢ long as they shall remain in a waste condition ; but the proprictors re-
¢ serve to themselves the power of enclosing and planting all such parts of
¢ the waste lunds as are fit for no other purpose. Some plantations of
¢ this kind have been already made, and the trees seem to thrive very
* well on the lightest soils.  Tle trees are prineipally the lareh, the Scotch
¢ fir, and the birch, intermixed with beech and mountain ash. The rest
¢ of the waste land is open to every settler who shall incline to eultivate
¢it. Twenty or thirty new settlers have already exhibited strong proofs
¢ of what Highlanders can do in the improvement of their own country,
¢ when secured in the enjoyment of the fruits of their labour. It may be
¢ worth while to mention the nature of this security. The first settlers
f may improve as much land as they find waste around them, for which
¢ they pay only 1s. a year during their lives. When they die, their heirs
% have the refusal of their father's possession at an apprized value, to
“be fixed by arbitrators mutually chosen. This rent is invariable till
¢ the next genmeration, when the valuation is to be repeated; and so
€ on every generation. A little iron for tools, wood for their houses,
“and seed potatoes and cornis furnished to them for the first two
¢ years. They are excmpted from every species of personal serviee.”
¢ 1V. How matters may be rectified.—On a pretty large seale this has
*heen done in Ardross by Sir Alexander Matheson, and on a small
 scale on Airdens in this parish by 1. Gilchrist, Fsq. of Ospisdale,
* Leases for nineteen years were granted in 1859, renewed ahout 1880.
* Waste land was reclaimed ; powder and dynamite were used, not to
¢ hlow up the Houses of Parliament, but in promoting the useful and
¢ peaceful arts of agriculture by blasting boulders and oak roots. Accord-
¢ ing to the valuation roll, the present rent is £28, 7s.; under the former
¢ lease it was about £23, 3s.—increase, £6, 4s. According to the Old
¢ Statistieal Aecount the rent of Skibo, including Balblair, was from £760
¢ to £800; according to the present valuation roll, it is about £4813, or
‘ six times more than it was in 1793, V. Characfer of Tenants and
¢ Croffers.—1. At one time this parish must have supplied the British
¢ army with a large body of recruits. When I came to it forty years ago
¢ there were residing in it twenty-four pensioners; they are all gone years
*since, but their places have not been supplied by others. 2. So far
*az known to me, the people pay their rents. 3. The people are very
¢ industrious ; and so far as I rewember, I do not kmow & lazy man in my
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¢ congregation.  There is no public work within reach of their homes, so SUTHER.
¢ that they have to go in quest of it wherever it may be found, Nearly LAND.
* forty years ago, I was informed by e man in this district of eountry, g .1
*who was in the habit of taking extensive contracts of work, and of Bripes
¢ employing a number of tradesmen and labourers yearly, that the people -
 of this parish were noted for their industry. Ever since the erection of Rev, f{“j‘t“"“-"
‘ Bonar Bridge in 1810, and the formation of the Parliamentary Road, -
¢ this was the first piece of work which they ever had an opportunity of
‘ engaging in at their own homes, and they aveiled themselves of it,
¢ felt the benefit, and ever since diligently pursue it wherever it can be
* found—as, for example, when the railways were being constructed south
*and porth—then at the extensive improvements at Ardross for seven or
* eight years, then at the improvements at Shiness by the Duke of Suther-
*land, which benefited a good many of them., 4. Greal numbers from
* this parish have emigrated to the colonies since 1853 ; to my knowledge
*upwards of 266 to Australia, and of 100 to America, besides a large
* number to the large centres of population in the south ; and many of
“ those who went to Australia were most dutiful to their parents whilst
*they survived. 5. They are expert at farming operations, and adopt a
¢ regular rotation of crepping, however small their allotments. Most of
“them have limed the land, use artifieial manure, and all these at their
own expense. 6. There is much waste land in the parish ; some of it
¢ might be reclaimed.  So far as koown to me, during the past forty years,
“not one of the three proprietors on the Skibo estate has advanced a
¢ shilling from their own pockets for the reclamation of an acre of muir
¢ ground, and if example is more powerful than precept in this connection,
¢ the peopie have not had the most edifying example sct hefore them.
¢ 7. Is it mere policy for the rulers of this nation to allow such a class of
¢ people to be treated as if they were serfs '
39999, The Chairman.—You have stated that, within the last forty
years, within your personal recollection, about thirty families have been
evicted }—Have been removed. I draw a distinction between removal and
eviction. I call it eviction when they have to go off the estate and go
elsewhere. Some of those removed mway have been removed out of their
places and found places upon the same estate. I make a difference
between eviction and removal  There were thirty families removed out
of their places. Some of them found localities elsewhere on this estate,
while some were evicted and some went to the colonies.
40000, If a tenant is removed by the propriefor from his place, and is
allowed to shift for himself in this eountry, do you call that removal or
eviction 7—I1 would call it removal, if he removed to some other locality
belonging to the proprictor; but if he went to another estate, T would say
that was an eviction, or if he went to the colonics.
40001. Now, there have been about thirty families evicted or removed
within your personal recollection —Yes, many more than that. I merely
stated these from the places, but therc is a paper that will come after-
wards—by Mr Black—and he tells the number of removals upon the
whole estate for a number of years.
40002, In the case of those removals generally—either removals or
evietions—have the proprictors endeavoured to provide the families so
ghifted with holdings under their own control, or left them to find
their own subsistence in the world 7—With regard to a great nomber of
those I have referred fo, they had to provide for themselves elsewhere,
and some of them are hither and thither in the colonmies, Some may be
" still within the parish,
40003, You have stated there has heen a considerable vumber of
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removals or evictions ; do you know of any cascin whicha large piece of
ground ora portion of an estate has been devoted to the service of families
50 removed—cases in whieh new erofts and new townships have been
erccted +—No. What made me refer to the thirty was this—of five
different places three have been turned into pretty large corn farms and
the others into grazings. It was only to these I referred.

40004. But you kuow no case of new townships or holdings being
created —XNo.

40005, Do you know any case where common pasture lands, formerly
belonging to townships and turned into sheep farms, have been restored
to townships —No.

40006. You don't think, then, there is any change of policy up to the
present time on the part of the proprictors; their policy i3 not more
favourable to the small tenantry than it was?—I merely refer to the
proprietors of the estate of Skibo. With respect to Mr Gilehrist, even at
the last let, which was in 1880, all the tenants who had leascs before had
their leases renewed, exeept one man who differed with the proprietor as
to the rent.

40007. Coming to the question of seeurity of tenure, the proposals
which you read from that book were rather these : that waste land sheuld
be given to the people for the life of the oceupier at a nominal rental, and
then that at the end of the occupation the improvements should be valued
by arbiters appointed on DLoth sides—Uby the proprictor and by the
tenant i—Yes,

40008. Do you think that this system of granting lands fora life, with
increase at the end of the life, is preferable to granting land for a fixed
period of years; would you rather see the land given to a man and his
widow for life, or would you rather see it given for nineteen or thirty
years I-—Well, if there were a lemse of ninetcen or twenty-five or thirty
years, a good deal would depend on the disposition of the proprietor, If
he were a gentleman such as the excellent Mr George Dempster of
Dunnichen, I daresay niceteen or twenty-five years’ leases would bLe
preferable in some respects ; but the evil is thig, that the people have a
feeling that they are insecure, as they have seen so many removals. That
being the case, it paralyses their efforts in the way of trenching and
reclaiming the land ; whereas, if they had a security, or a feeling that
advantage would not be taken of it, that they would not be turned out,
I verily believe that a grest deal of land might be reclaimed.

40009, But I may ask your opinion on a subordinate point, and that
is whether you prefer a formal security of a distinet lease for a term of
years to the benevolent system which obtains on the Duke of Sutherland’s
estate, where they are left in possession for life =—Well, if it were such as
the Duke of Sutherland and many other proprietors, T should prefer a
nineteen or fwenty-five years' lease,

40010. Do you think a nineteen years’ lease is sufficient to prompt the
people to take up wild Iand and trench it and reclaim it, or do you think
it would be preferalle to give them a thirty years' lease %—DPerhaps,
between nineteen and thirty. I did not consider that matter very well.

40011. Do you think the people would be inclined to accept leases i—
I think they would. If the people had security of tenure, and a kindly
feeling shown towards them, I have not the least doubt that within a
generation there would be an extraordinary improvement.

40012. Supposing, however, they got a lease or got their land for life,
8 term of years will at last expire when the land has to be revalued.
Now, upon the Sutherland estate we understand the valuation is con-
ducted by a valuator appsinted by the Duke, who goes there and values



¢ . Minutes of Evidence. 2589

the land, and his Grace may then perhaps make some diminution from SUTHER.
the amount at which it is valued ; but it is his valuation,—there is no  LAND.
joint arbitration. Is it your proposal that there should be an arbitration ; g .
that there should be an arbitrator appointed by each party +—VYes, Brivaz

40013. With the power of appointing an oversman +—Yes.

40014. Is that your distinet proposal —Well, 1 have not any wvery Fev. Gustavas
distinct idea with respect to that. If I were sure of its being the Duke Ard.
of Sutherland whe was my proprietor, and that it was under his Grace’s
direction, I weuld have full confidence that he would do every justice in
every way through the person appointed by himself ; but with respeet to
formulating the matter and so on, I am not very sure. 1 have not con-
sidered the matter, but, so far as I am concerned, I would be perfectly
satisfied with the Duke.

40015, Let us goastep further. Supposing a revaluation is made at the

end of nineteen or twenty-five years, I want to know your opinion as to
whether the valuation ought to be made upon the land as it stands,
without any consideration of the value of the labour put into it during the
whole course of years by the tenant or not. Ought it to be talken just
as if it were arable ground, and valued at its present value, and that value
charged to the successor of the same family, or ought they to retain
a portion at least of the value of the labour that they have put into it I—
Well, I didn't consider it from that point of view. T kmow as to the
lease upon the estate of Airdens, in this parish, that in the first nineteen
years’ lease there was a clause, that if any single one of the tenants
should be removed at the end of the nineteen years, he should have af
the rate of £5 per acre for the proporiion which he improved, and they
all agreed to that; and then at the end of the lease, I know that ell the
tenants who improved their land took a renewed lease, and as far as
those were concerned that did the most, there was not mueh of a rise.
It was only the other day I was looking at the valuation roll; but there
was that elause in the first lease. It was prepared by the late Mr Kenneth
Murray of Geanies; and I know that, at the expiry of the lease every
individual removed was to receive at the rate of £5 per acre for what he
improved.

40016. Did that include the value of the dwellings, or did that refer
to the improvement of the land '—The improved land. There was no
reference to dwellings, as far as T recollect, in the leases. The people
builk the houses, and have improved very much with respect to that,

40017, You say there was a small deer forest constituted here ; what
lo you mean by a miniature deer forest%—It is just this, that the
quantity of ground is small, and there is very little wood around it
There iz part of the Sutherland estate that comes into the estate of
Skibo, with a burn between them, and the two might make something
together, but it is very small on the estate of Skibe. It is just sume-
thing like a miniature in comparison with a picture.

40018, Does this little decr forest march with the large deer forest %I
cannot say it does. It is merely the estate of Creich, not very large, and
there is a good deal of wood upon it.

40019. And divided by a fence By a burn. There is a fence round
bis Grace's wood.

40020. Are these red deer?—There ars red deer and a number of
roes. I think about iwenty-five years ago there was a very severe
winter and spring, and a good many came down from the Reay country;
and got into the wood and never left it again.

40021. Is it all wood 7—It is not all wood. There is a good deal
of fir wood and a pood deal of birch wood, and it is just at the
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SUTHER- extremity—the extreme peint—ihat there were scven or eight temants
LAND.  removed.

DoxAR 40022, Do the people generally complain of the ravages of game in
Brpge. this country ? Is there any considerable complaint{?—3Vell, there are
some of them who do complain—those on the heights. It depends very
Rev. Gastavus pyuch upon this. If it is an early harvest, there is no complaint ; but if
Alrde it is late, as it 1s pretty late this year in the north end of the parish,
they must be awake gll night in order to watch. And then a good many
of those near the woods complain very much now of the deer coming
out and destroying the furaips—not eating them, bub destroying them
with their horns. One man was mentioning last week a place where he
found a deer, and T was quite astonished. It was several miles from the
wood, and they were becoming more bold than they used to be. I know
there are several of the tenants that complain very much of the depreda-

tions they commit upon potatoes and turnips.

40023, When you speak of people sitting up at night to prevent the
ravages of gume, does that refer to the deer only,.or do they stay up to
seare the moorfowl %I have heard of people having to stay up during
the night for the deer; and that when the corn was cut they would
require to go to frighten the moorfowl in the extreme north of the parish,
but that just depends upon the season. If ib is a pretty late harvest,
there is a good deal of them ; they must watch them,

40024, On the whole, notwithstanding the disadvantages of land
tenure to which you have alluded, what is your impression about the
material progress of the people? Do you think there is a sensible
progress, or do you think there is a retrogression in the condition of the
people +—Well, as far as the condition of the people is concerned, they
had formerly the hill ground, and had sheep and cattle there. Their
clothes may be of finer cloth to-day than they were then—they were
all home-made then ; but, as far as varicus other things are coneerned, I
guspect in former days they were better off and stronger men than they
are now, I suspect that their physical strength is not what it was.

40025. Do you consider that the possession of hill pasture, or common
pasture, by the crofting population, leads them to trust to the hill pasture
and to neglect their arable ground, or do you think that the one kind
benefita the other?—As to the hill pasture, I would prefer having what
is called a club farm, and having a club farm there are certain regulations
laid down for the carrying of it on that must be kept. There must be a
regularly appointed shepherd, as iu the ease of Ardross, where the tenants
gat the hill ground, and they got stock ; and T understand it has been
of the greatest bencfit to them. One is not to be ruler over the other.
There are regulations laid down, and there is a regular shepherd, and an
account kept of everything, and the whole profits are divided.

40026. But whether it is a club farm or whether it is 8 common
pasture, do you think the possession of stock upon the wild ground leads
the people to trust to the sale of the stock and neglect the cultivation of
the arable, or do you think not +—If it is a club farm there are shepherda
that have the charge of the sheep, and the people themselves must be at
home Yo look after their agiicultural operations, and I am perfecily clear
it would not be detrimental to the agricultural work when it is in the
form of a club farm.

40027. But when it is in the form of an ordinary common pasture, do
you think the time of the people is taken up with rambling after their
stock, and that they neglect cultivation 2—Well, as far ag I am aware, I
am not acquainted with any ease of that kind.
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JaxEs SUTHERLAND, Labourer, Clash-na-prountenach (63)—examined.

. 40028, —The Chairman.—Iad you ever a croft in former times +—
3

40029, Have youn a statement to read?Yes—* The Statement of
¢ James Sutherland, late of Clash-na-prowntenach, My ancestora Hved and
¢ died at Abercroes, in the parish of Golspie, until 1819, when my father
‘was evicted, and his possession was set on fire by Peter Sellar, at the
! ingtance of Countess Elizaheth Sutherland. He came to this parish, and
“ hought a liferent lease, granted to Joln Ross, sawyer, Revra, by Mr
¢ William Soper Dempster, proprictor of Skibo, of eight acres of land at
¢ Clash-na-prountenach, on the estate of Polvossie. My father built a
* possession, and entered thereon in 1819, where he continued eultivating,
¢ Jabouring, and improving in a proper and husband-like manuer, until his
‘ death in 1849, when his widow, and I his heir, were evicted on 224 of
¢ ¥ebruary 1852, I was twrned out, my wife, and child two monthas old,
 and my mother, under the heavens; the night pouring rain and sleet,
* All the neighbours were afraid of sheltering us one night, for fear of the
¢ factor James Forbes. Next day, [ was granted a house and a lot of
‘land by Mr Gilchrist, Ospisdale, at Spinnydale. T entered possession,
“and collected my things evicted at Clash-na-pronntenach, 1 was
“ driving my manure ; but when the Forbeses found that out, their shep-
* herd spread my middens on the land of Clash-na-prountenach. T had a
* peatstalk ; I drove it half a mile out from the possession of Clash-na-
* prountenach. Next morning, before daylight, it was set on firs by the
* shepherd’s son, I went to Dornoch, and stated the same to the
¢ procurator-fiscal, Mr Fraser. His answer was, that it was burnt by
¢ order of the factor. Te made no prosecution. I thought the fiscal wonld
‘ pay it was right, although the factor would order me to be burned in my
fown heap of peats. A copy of the lease of John Ross, sawyer
¢« SEibo Custle, 1814,—1 grant you a lease of eight acres of land at
¢ Clash-na-prountenach, north-east of Achueladealdy, in the parish of
‘ Creich, on the estate of Polrossie, for nineteen years, and your lifetime
f —first nincteen years to begin at Whitsunday 1814—on condition
“of your paying me, or my legal suceessor, the sum of ls sterling
¢ per annum for the first three years, 2s. 6d. per acre per annum during
“¢lie remainder of the ninateen years, and Hs. per acre per annum during
¢ your lifetime. But you are not allowed to subset the lands, nor any
‘parts thereof, until the whole is sufficiently enclosed, and one-half
* cultivated, dce.—DIL Boper Dempster.” * Skibo Castle, 1819.—1 transfer
“and assign over to David Sutherland, from Abercross, in the parish of
* Golspie, all rights and #itles of this lease of John Ross, sawyer, Revra,
¢ who hath relinquished bis lease in favour of the said David Sutherland,
* Ile is now bound to perform ali its rights and titles, and all arrears of
¢ rents that may be due by John Ross.” He outlived my father sixteen
‘years. Theso are my father's improvements at Clash-na-prountenach.
¢ During thirty years he lived there, reclaimed nine acres; 2600 yards
¢ of drains overlaid with stone ; 1000 yards overlaid with sod ; 6030 open
¢ drains in the land; 460 bLurn channels; 800 yards sheep drains, to
* protect the land ; applied to the land 100 bolls of lime ; dwelling-house
' fifty-two feet long, twelve feet inside, built of stones and mortar ; & barn,
¢ thirty-six feet; byre, thirty-six feet ; sheep cot, thirty-six feet, All the
‘ timber was bought from Mr Dempster Forster, and I never received
¢ amelioration, valuation, or compensation. I was robbed of my father’s
¢ legacy and my own labour for thirty years. I opposed the evietion of
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¢ Clash-na-prountenach, and produced my documents to Donald Stewar,
¢ lawyer, Tain, but T was not able to bring my action to the Superior
¢ Court at Edinburgh, I was ejected fiftecn years before the expiry of
¢ tho lease of Clash-na-prountenach.’

40030.—Sheriff Nicolson.—You appear here only to state your own
case, and not for any other people™—No, I have the Spinnydale tenants’
case bo state too.

40031, There is nothing about them in this paper?—XNo; it is only
my own statement.

40032, What have you to state for those other people I havae
another case—my second eviction from Spinnydale, In eleven years
and three months I was turned out of this second possession I
went to. Four or five years after the death of Mr Gilchrist, there
eame in & manager on the estate under trustees, and I was turned
out. He married a sister of factor Forbes, and six months after that,
I was turned out of the possession, and the lot wasadded to another
tacksman’s,

40033. How long had you been there?—Eleven years and three
months, and T paid twelve years’ rent—£48. 1 was the loser of three-
fourths of a year of being in possession, and the grazing of two and a
half acres was taken from me, and the pasture that was on it; and on
23d August, this man that got my place, came with his cows to take
possession of a bit of the foggage that T had, and he took the land. He
had no right to come and take possession of my foggage, for by all rights it
was mine. He eame when T was threshing barley ; but I took thelawin
my right bhand and the flail in my left hand, and T went and gave him a
zood thrashing, himself and his cows, and he went home with his head
bleeding, and he went and sent for a policeman, and I got fonrteen days’
imprisonment.

40034, How long ago was that 7—In the year 1864, I have never
had any land since then, and I never wanted Iand.

-40035. Waus there ever any complaint against you hefore that —XNo.

40036, Had you before that given them any reason to complain
against you +—XNo,

40037, Had you paid your rent regularly 1—Yes.

40038. And you have got no land since then %—XNo ; I did not want
it under the system under which they are giving land now,

40039. Where are you living now j—At Spinnydale, and working
sometimes in Ross-shire and sometimes in Sutherlandshire,

40040. You have no land now %--No, not an inch, only paying a rent
of £1 for the house, and keeping the house in thatch myself,

40041, Then what complaint have the other Spinnydale people?—
There are eighteen crofters and seventeen dwellers, that have no land at
all.  Thers are thirteen paupers in it, and these tenants are in four
different classes. There are three of them that suceeeded in getting the
lands of their neighbours and their friends, One added five lots, and he
iz not 5o hadly off; another succeeded in getting four lots added together
in a contract of thirteen miles of a road, and he is not =o badly off,
Another succeeded better than the two, in adding eight or nine together,
and he made better than the other two. He has seven cows, when
seventeen dwellers have no grass or land that they can keep a goat on.
There are other eight of them, and they have those leases for ten years.
These have two years to expire, and they have hopes that when they go
into the hands of Mr Walker, they will come out paupers or emigrators.
There arc no other hopes for them. Their hill pasture was taken from
them ; they would be grazing their cattle 400 yards above my father's



Minutes of Evidence. 2593

house. Clash is behind my father's house, and the cattle were going
above his house 400 or 500 yards. My father was entitled and bound
to keep it sufficiently enclosed. He would not be preventing the tenant’s
cattle and horses. Now, since my removal from Clash, they have no
right to go over past their own lots, and there is a fence being put on
the plantation,’and that will keep it from cattle and horses. The fence ig
no higher than two and a half or three feet. It will keep out their
horses and cattle, but it will not keep the deer and the roes out from their
crofts, There are plenty deer and roes in the woods, and our potato
crops are eaten by the deer and roes, and they will be howking them out
of the ground now, besides taking the crops in the months of May and
June.

40042, Tas thoe additional land which has been given to these
fortunate men been all taken from their neighhours }—Yes, this man who
had nine got mine added to them. We would be very glad to get land
on the right system,

40043. The Chairman.~—What do you think the right system would
het Just to get compensation and fixity of tenure, when we would not
be afraid of eviction. The law of evietion is the law that ruinates this
country. In nine years they will have 15,000 removed from the interior
of Sutherland, and during the reign of Charles no more than 30,000
were removed out of the whole of Scotland by Prelacy and Topery.

Muroo Muxro, Crofter, Goirileid, Ospisdale (73)—examined,

40044, My Fraser-Mackintosh.-—Whom do you represent here to-day ?
—T appear only for myseif.

40043, What have you to say for yourself 7—I have taken in all my
own land, and my rent has been increased.

40048, What rent do you pay now —£6.

40047. What was it before —When 1 came first it was 1s.

40048. How long ago i—TForty years ago,

40049. What were the different rises put upon you from the 1s. till it
came to the £6 +—After I had been there two or threc years it was made £1.
A few years after that £2 more was added, and, lastly, £3 was added,
making it £6.

40050. When you went to the place forty years ago, I suppose there
was no land there reclaimed ?—XNo ; I'took in all the land and built the
house.

40051, Who is the proprietor I—Mr Gilchrist,

40052, Is it the same family that have raised your rent from ths ls. to
the £6 7—Yes.

40053. Who was the proprietor at the time you paid the 1s, +—Major
Gilchrist.

40054, What extent of land have you reclaimed whick you labour at
present 9—T believe six acres at least, but T cannot be sure.

40053. What extent of pasture land have you got?—I have no hill

asture.
F 40056. Did you put up all the buildings that are on your croft?—I
built them all at my own expense.

40057, Arc there any other people on the same estate complaining like
vou of their rents being raised in the same proportion or otherwise i—
I don’t know.

40058. Does the proprietor live in the country —Yes, sometimes,
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400659, Did you go to the landlord and remonstrate against the rent
that was put upen you?—7Yes, I told him I was too highly rented.

40060, What auswer did you get +—He put it hy. He said I was nok

40061. What stock are you able to keep on that land you bave got #—
Two little cows.

40063. Any sheept—DNo.

40063. Have you a horse?—VYes,

40064. Have you no outrun of any kind 2—Yes, somo pasture, but not:

cod.

40065. Does it belong to yourself, or have you mercly a share of it 7—
I have a share of the common hill pasture.

40066, The Chairman.—When your rent was raised a second #ime,
was the name of your son or any member of the family put into the estate
book +—No.

40067. There was no security that your son will succeed you in the
place -—No.

40068. What would you think a fair rent #—1T think it would be dear
enough at £3; it is bad land.

A. 8. Bracg, Commission Agent, Bonar Bridge (§9)—examined.

40069. The Chatrman.—You have a statement fo read —1I may state
I have a letter from Mr Hugh Campbell, teacher, Aberdeen Grammar
School, enclosing a paper for the Commissioners, and asking me to read
it for him if he should not appear, and intimating that, if the Commis-
sioners desire to cross-examine him, he will appear at Inverness on the
following Saturday. His paper is as follows — I have been elected a
¢ delegate for Creich, as T am the executor of the late Donald Fraser,
¢ farmer and miller at Uigdale, whose ancestors had oceupied the farm of
¢ Milton for many generations, and who was evicted under exceptionally
¢ painful circumstances in 1877.  The landlords of Creich differ from those
¢ of the west of Scotland, inasmuch as they do not and never did oceupy the
¢ position of chieftains of clans, nor do the crofters here represent clans-
#men connected with the soil from immemorial antiquity. Tradition
¢ bas it that the lands of Skiko were church lands previously to the
¢ Reformation ; and that when the Bishop of Caithness was conpelled to
¢ flee from his diocese during the Reformationm struggle, Gray, the con-
¢ stable of Skibo, quictly secured for himself what he had previously
¢ defended for the bishop, and from being constables, the Grays thus became
‘owners of Skibo. From the Grays this estate passed, about the
¢ beginming of last century, into the hands of the Mackays, and about the
* middle of last century, when Skibo was in the possession of Captain
¢ Donald Mackay of Scourie, the ancestors of the late IDonald Fraser
¢ settled in Creich. Like many more of the Creich crofters, the Frasers
¢ hailed from Easter Ross. In 1783, the late John Fraser, on his return
¢ from the American war, where he had served, took by valuation the
¢ mill and lands of Milton of Migdale, the croft attaching to the mill at
¢ that time consisting of a few patches of arable land, and about fifty
¢ acres of waste land, In the following year (1786), the estate of Skibo
¢ was purchased by the late distinguished agriculturist, George Dempster
¢ of Dunnichen, the patron of Jamieson, and the founder of the Diritish
¢ Fisheries Society. It was the policy of “ Honest George Dempster” to
¢ encourage the tenants on his estate, and to improve the agriculturs of
¢ the district. The crofters were encouraged to build good houses and
¢ fences, If they made good efforts to improve their holdings, 4 most
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¢ satisfactory form of tenure was granted to them. The result of this was
“that a number of the Migdale tenants, led by John Fraser, Milton,
¢ suceeeded in obtaining in 1798 a perpetual lease of their holdings. The
¢ original tack is in my possession. It granted perpetual tenure, with a
¢ readjustment of rent by valuation on the death of each successive tenant.
¢ Besides John Fraser, there were Robert Gordon, Alexander Leith,
¢ Robert Mackenzie, John Leith, George Campbell, Hugh Matheson, and
¢ Alexander Chisholm, tenants in the township of Uigdale, who gob
¢ leases on the same terms :—* With power to them and each of them to
¢ jmprove as much waste land on their respective farms as they or either
¢ of them pleases, for which no additional rent shall be exacted from
¢ them during their lives, it being specially agreed on that when any of
¢ the tenants die, the tenant so dying is at liberty to leave his farm to
“any member of his family he pleases, by his will, provided he (the
¢ deceasing tenant) shall have enclosed his farm and huilt thereon a
¢ dwelling-house and offices of stone and lime, and covered the same with
¢ any other materials than divots, viz, with slate, or heather, or thatch;
¢ ... .. it being agreed that at the time of the tenant’s decease two
¢ arbiters, mutually chosen by the new tenant and the landlord (or factor),
¢ shall value the farm to be entered om, and whatever rent they fix shall
¢ Le the tent of the new tenant during his life, the new tenant to have
¢ the same liberty like his predecessors to enclose and cultivate the waste
¢land, and on the same terms,” &c.  The proprietor rescrved his rights
¢ to waste or common lands, which he might enclose for planting or for
¢ getting to other tenants, but until such lands were enclosed or settled
¢ on, they remained as common for the tenants both for grazing and fucl.
¢ The proprietor further bound himself to supply timber of the Skibo
¢ woods for building purposes, and for implements of husbandry, the
‘ tenant to pay the expense of cuiting the timber. These liberal and
¢ enlightened terins were granted at Dunnichen in 1798. In 1802, the great
¢ Gieorge Dempster sold Skibo to his brother, John Hamilton Dempster,
¢ who entailed the estate, and died soon after. He was succeeded by his
¢ daughter, Harriet Dempster, who had married My William Soper, of the
¢ Fast India Company’s Service. Mr Soper assumed the name of
¢ Dempster, and undertook the management of his wife's estate, but he
¢ adopted a ditferent policy from George Dempster of Dunnichen. John
¢ Fraser, Milton, died in 1810, and was succeeded in terms of the tack
¢ by his son Hugh Fraser, the rent being readjusted by valuation. Hugh
¢ Fraser occupied the farm from 1810 until his death in 1876. During
¢ his oceupancy the farm was greatly improved, large tracts of waste land
¢ were converted into arable, and new buildings and mills wers erected,
¢ But the policy of the estate officials was now to reverse the liberal
¢ policy of George Dempster, and, if possible, recall the privileges that had
¢ been granted. In 1818, Mr Soper Dempster wrote a holograph letter
¢ to Hugh Fraser, offering meliorations for all buildings made during his
¢ lifetime, in the event of his being removed from the farm. Hugh
¢ Fraser was then lured into renouncing his perpetual tenure fora life
¢ tenure, and renouncing his elaims on account of stone fences and trecs,
¢ though a special promise had been given as early as 1804 that compensa-
¢ tion for these would be given. The bait took, though the dreadful
¢ consequences wers ot to follow until sixty years had elapsed. William
¢ Soper Dempster appears to have received promises and renunciations
¢ from the tenants in return for promises on his part, and while their
¢ tenants were bound by theirengagements, the Dempster family declined
¢ to be bound by the engagements of William Soper Dempster, as he was
¢ not the owner of the estate. The result was that the splendid tack of
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€1798 became a dead letter, while Huzgh Fraser and hiz son Donald
¢ Fraser weat on improving the farm in the belief, natnral in the circum-
¢ stances, that they were in possession of perpetual tenure, suhject to the
¢ conditions of the tack. When Hugh Fraser died in 1876, there were
¢ 3 substantial dwelling-hiouse, offices, and wills, with the most improved
¢ machinery on the farm, built withk the knowledge and consent of the
¢ landlord, the timber being supplied off the estate. The buildings were
¢ valued by a judicial valuator in 1878 at £899, 15s. ; there had been
¢ twenty acres of waste land improved at say £300; about 3000 yards of
¢ dykes had been built at £220, and trees worth £30 had been planted
* by Hugh Fraser. Altogether the improvements were worth £1500, and
! these had been exeented on the faith of absolute fixity of tenure acconling
‘ to the tack. When Hugh Fraser died in 1876, Mr Walker of Skibo, who
¢ had acquired the estate by purchase in 1872, declined to pay meliorations,
f and raised an action of removing against Donald Fraser, the heir at law,
¢ The letter of 1818 decided the fate of Fraser. Decree of removal was
¢ obtained to take effect o 15th October 1877, The shock was so great,
* and the idea of removing so unexpected, that Fraser’s health gave way,
¢ and he died broken-hearted on the 14th Octuber 1877, the day before
* he should have had to remove from the home of his fathers. The
¢ executors of Donald Fraser raised an action in the Court of Session for
¢ £1000 of meliorations and expenses, but fearing the uncertain conse-
* quences of so doubtful an issuse, they accepted a compromise of £300
¢ paid in full of all clsims. Donald Fraser having occupied Milton for a
¢ year after his father's death, in the belief that he succeeded according
‘to the original fack, had to defend an action for damages at the
‘instance of Mr Walker. Damages were given which, with expenses,
‘ amounted to £118, 9s. Hd.  The expenses of the litigation amounted to
$ £178, 195 2d,, 20 that the net result was that the widow and orphan
¢ obtained instead of the £1500, to which they were in equity entitled,
¢ the sum Jf £32, 11s, 5d. I may add, that the farm was let at an advance
fof £52, 10s. of rent. T may be allowed to state, that 1 consider Mr
¢ Walker was perfectly justitied in all the steps he took, as far as the law
* was concerned. But T hold that it is monstrous that in our country
¢ there should exist a system of land laws whereby such a chain of events
¢ as *hose narrated above could be at all possible. I shall conclude by
* stating my views as to the remedics required at present for the existing
¢ state of things. To my mind what is required is to deal with crofters
‘on the lines of George Dempster's tack of 1798 :—1. Tenure.~-As to
¢ temre, let there be continuity with periodical resdjustment of rents. It
¢ was the belief in the continuity of his tenure that made Hugh Fraser
¢ increase the value of hie holding 800 per cent. I helieve his successor
‘ has very precarious temure, and that as a consequence the farm wears a
¢ very different aspect. There is ro inducement to him to improve. 2.
¢ Rents flxed by arbitration.—I should follow George Dempster also in the
¢ manner of fixing the rents. A cheap mode of settling land transactions
*is the interest of landlord and tenant alike. The expense of Donald
¢ Fraser's litigation was over £200 to lawyers alone.  1f the sheriff granterd
¢ certificates as land valustors to men of skill and experience in each
¢ parish, and if their scale of fees were regulated as those of lawyers by
¢ the Court of Session, a cheap method of valuation might be instituted.
¢ 3. 8ize of holdings.—The holdings referred to in the tack of 1798, varied
“from thirty acres to fifty acres (enclosed), and excluding commonty.
* That may be accepted as a good average even now. I ascribe the present
¢ discontent in the Highlands not so much to failare of crops, as to the
¢ fact that the standard of comfort emong the people is rising. When I
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* was a boy the enly light used in many a crofter’s house was faggots of
‘ bog fir; now they nse candles and paraffin oib  In dress the change is
* even more striking. This change is surely not to be deplored, and 1t is
 necessary for the landlords and the country to recognise that the old
‘ state of matters cannot possibly be reverted to. The size of the holdings
* must be increased in order that the people may live. In this connection
¢ I may state, that I consider emigration, judicious!y earried out, and accom-
¢ panied with proper migration, cught to be for the advantage both of
‘ those that go and of those that remain. 4. Hill pasture—Yet once
¢ more, the Dempster tack secured hill grazing and peat fuel to the tenants,
* This is absolutely necessary for the crofter if his position is to be
ftolerable. I can see little to excuse those landlords who have deprived
* their tenants of hill grazing and even of peat ground. The hill was
¢ certainly commouty at no very remote date. If Her Majesty’s Com-
¢ missioners were to order a complete return of the titles to all the hill
¢ country and deer forests in Scotland, and if this return were set before
¢ the public, a valuable body of information would be placed in the hands
¢ of those who etudy the land question. It would very likely be seen
¢ that many who deprived crofters of bill pasture had themselves but a
“shadowy right to the *“everlasting hills.” 5. Taxation.—During the
¢ gixty-six years that Hugh Fracer occupied Milton, the average of his assess-
¢ ments for schoolmaster, stipend, and poor, may be set down at 3s. 6d.
¢ per annum. His successor has to pay local rates to the amount of abont
¢ £6, 1.e, an increase of 3500 per cent. The average increase in the
¢ ITighlands, though not nearly so high as this, is yet most oppressively
* high. 1t is a peculiarity of local taxation, that it is heaviest in those
f Qistricts that are least able to bear it. Tn many parishes in Sutherland
¢ the school rate is over 1s, 2d. per pound. I hold that the causes of the
¢ present distress are—(1} That the standard of comfort is raized owing
¢ {0 incrensed intercourse with the south. (Z) The oppressiveness of local
‘rates. (3) The agrienitural depression or bad seasons. The remedy I
¢ propose 18 to tax deer forests and shooting rentals, and apply the tax to
¢ the relief of local rates. A tax of 10 per eent. on shooting rentals, and
¢ of 20 per cent. on deer forest rentals, would in the main fall to be paid
¢ by the lessee, who is nsually a wealthy man coming to enjoy a luxury
¢ on account of which the community suffer, It is very improbable that
¢ such a tax would appreciably affect the rentale. The proprietor, as well
¢ ag the crofter, would reap the benefit of the relief to the rates, In this
¢ conmection I would also urge strict valuation of mansion houses and
¢ shootings, retained in the hands of the proprietor’” That is Mr
Camphell's paper, and [ hand in a copy of the tack to which it refers.

40070, The paper you have read to us has particular reference to a
lease to the tenant of a mill, and a subject of such eonsiderable value as
hardiy to bring it within the limit of our inguiry inte the condition of
the cr-fters; but we see here that thers are other questions respecting
leases swhich have been lost, perhaps im a similar manner, called the
-Craggandhu lease and the Tulloch lease. Have any of these leases
reference to parties in the condition of small tenants and erofters +—They
are all small tenants —simply crofters. I refer to it in my own paper, if
I am to be allowed to read it.

40071. Has that paper which you are about to read reference o a
crofter’s holding 3—Entirely.

40072. Could you state the substance of these leases verhally without
reading them ?—I was going to state this, that as regards the Craggandhu
Jease there were twelve tenants; the Tulloch Iense, nine tonants; the
Migdale lease, eight tenants; making twentymine. There were thirty
teuants who accepted those leases, and this lease is dated 1798,
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40073, Are all those leases you refer to leases granted by the Dempster
faniily at that period !—Yes.

40074, With reference to small tenants T—Yes.

40075. Have the heirs of those small tenants forfoited the advantages
of those leases enlively 41 was going to explain that. Only one tenant
now holds by the Tulloch lease, and three under a similar lease of 1797,
All the others have either been wheedled or wriggled out of them. Tie
way in the Tulloch lease appears to have been by adjusting marches
between tenants, and, secondly, by fixing the rents. The marches no
doubt required it, and then the factor straightened the marches, and by-
and-by he fixed a new rent without employing a mutual valuer at all.
This went on, and in effecting those changes the lease was first tacitly
ignored, then repudiated, and by-and-by thrown overboard. The result
has been that ninety-five tenants have heen evicted from their possessions
and stripped of the fraits of the labour of generations. They made the
poor tenants belicve that when the slightest change was made on the
mareh they should have a fresh lease; or they flattered the poor tenants
in this way—*‘We need not be at the trouble of employing valaators,
¢ Will you be satistied with such a rent?’ That vitiated the lease ; and
to go to litigation 1s ruination to the tenants. That is the way they were
wheedled out of those leases.

40076, Will you read us an individual ease illustrating the general
system I-—Well, the great grievance is the high rents, rack rents. ‘The
present rental of five farms formed on the foundation of those clearances,
viz., Balblair, cleared of fourteen tenauts; IFload, of ten; Little Creich,
of six; Achany, of eight; and Clash-na-prountenaeh, of nine, amounts to
£735; and if you add to this £223, 1s. 6d. for the rental of three more
farms formed by BMr Sutherland Walker by further elearances, viz.,
Swordale of six tenants, Moinghaor of seven, and Clashnashinaig of
three, you have £958, 1bs. 6d.

40077, You are going on now to a different question, that is, th
excessive rental upon the consolidated farms?—I wish to show the
industry of the people who had those leases. From this deduct the
twentieth part as the annual value of the land as waste, and you have
£910, 16s. 9d. as the annual inecome derived from the accumulated
industry of these tenants during fifty years or so. This sum eapitalised
ab thirty years' purchase gives £27,395, 25 6d., or an average of £433,
14s. 7d. for each tenant, as an approximation to the amount of compensa-
tion justly due him, consistent with the provisions of this old lease, before
he could be evicted. On the same principle, the following statement
shows the accumulated industry of all the tenants on the estate, on
account of the security held by them under these leases. The total
rental of Skibo by the valuation roll of 1882-3 is as follows:—

Within the parish of Creieh, . £2712 17 10
" »  Darnoch, . 1636 18 8
—— £4349 16 6

From this deduct for fishings—
shootings being unlet, . 383 0 0
From this deduct for mussel scalps, 100 0 0
” mansion house, 150 0 0
» home farm, . 160 0 0
» Skibo School, 11 ¢ 0

— 774 0 &
£3575 16 6



Minutes of Bvidence. 9509

Brought forward, £3575 16 6 SUTHER-

Add rental of Balblair, as ounce form-

ing part of Skibo estate, . EET0 12 0
Less rent of mansion house and shoot-

ings, « « o« o« 210 0 0

£3936 8 6.

Then deduet the whole rental of the
estate in 1783, as per Statistical
Account referred to, . . 750 0 0

And you have the sum of, £3186 B 6

as representing the annual value of the accumulated industry of all the
tenants, within a period of ninety years, or rather during the first fifty
years of the century, for all the improvements that have been done since.
This sum at thirty years’ purchase will give £95,592, 15s. This has
been brought about, if we are to believe what some say, by a laZy class of
people who must have their dram at any price. However, it is a grand
result, and in the face of it, what madness on the part of a proprietor to
banish such vast producing forces from his estate, so long as there is the
size of a eroft left unimproved among his glens, and so many hands
willing to do it, and tbat not for money, but simply if they get security
for their industry.  And what infatuation in a nation to allow it!1 There
is plenty of land as good as that which has been reclaimed, patent to any
one who opens Lis eyes to see it. The number of families evicted within
the last fifty years or so was—by Mr Dempster, 95; by Mr Sutherland
Walker, 35; by Mr Chirnside, 2; and by Mr Hadwen, 2—total, 134.
The numher of crofters on the Creich part of the estate at present is 125,
in Dornoch part 12, Assuming that the evictions in the latter was in
proportion equal to those in the other, then, as there are mow 137
crofters, there would have been 147 evieted. Of the ninety-five families
evicted by Mr Dempster, twelve went to America, six settled down in
the neighbouring parishes, and five scattered over the country, all the
rest squatted here and there, chiefly on the moors and fens on the estate.
From this it may be roughly assumed that the crofters on the estate
when Mr Dempster sold it, were the descendants of those evicted, for all
the difference the few families that left the estate and those that may have
been left undisturbed in their possessions would make. If this be so,
then the right of those tenants or their interest in the land, in common
justice, amounts to the sum of £95,592, 15s, already stated. This may
well raise the questicn as to which is the owner—the man who pays
from 10s. to 60s. per acre to buy the land, or the man who lays out from
£15 to £30 to improve it. There should be no doubt at all evenis as to
who sbould be the senior partner. It is said by some that the crofters of
the present day, that is the descendants of the evicted crofters, are better
off than the crofters of the olden time, If that be o, then it has been
for their good that they have been stript of the fruits of the industry of
generations. To this it should be a suffielent reply to say, that the
holders of this doctrine should have no objection to undergo the same
process.  As a proof of their assertion, they refer to the condition of the
erofters of Sutherland, meaning by that the resulis of what is known by
the *Sutherland Clearances’ These supply no proof. It is well known
that the house of Sutherland ever since, down to the present Duke, has
put forth splendid efforts to efface the evil comsequences of what
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happened at the beginning of the century. Dut the great grievance of
the day is that evictions are being carried on contmuously in the face of
the country’s verdiet against them and in contrast to what the Duke has
been doing ; and the crying grievance of the tenants on Skibo estate is
thut t,hey are being evicted for the second time, and from the second
homes they have made for themselves among the moors and fens, and
that by means of rackrents three times screwed on—1st, by Mr Dempster
a little before he sold the estate, again by AMr Chirnside before he sold it,
and, for the third time, by Mr Sutherland Walker soon after he bought
it. The truth of this will appear from the following comparisons and
statements :—There is only one township of crofters on the Duke's
ground in this parish. It containg thirteen tenants, and between them
they have seventeen ponies, thirty-nine cows or their equivalents with
their followers, and 200 sheep, Ior a rent of £60; whereas the same
number of tenants in Migdale district, as recently rented by Mr Suther-
land Walker, have only fifteen ponies, twenty—seven cows or their equiva-
lents with thelr followers, for o rent of £139, 5=, and no sheep at all.
The reats of four of these were raised the other year—one from £5 to
£7, 10s., with one pony and one cow ; a second from £3 to £7, 15,
with one pony and one cow ; a third from £5 to £7, 10s. with one pony
and one cow ; and the fourth frem £8 to £12, 103, with two eows or
tlieir equivalents with their followers. One of these tenants offered the
proprietor to buy the seed, labour the land, tend the crops, harvest it,
and then hand over the whole produce to him as rent, on condition that
he would be allowed to remain in the house, which he built at his own
expense. This offer was honestly made, but it was not accepted. The
rise aud prooress of the rental of this distriet is as follows :—

x ] — ‘; Py
S = =2 =3 <2
r g £H | BF e
] = T I3 1 ==
Tresent Number of |8 5%, S 752 =7 EE=g0
Tenuuts. B2 52 E% B g 8% . o T
Y ES | BE | =~ ~E | 28 | 2.3
f5281 55| = =53 | .,5&% | E=k
v =3 (=] < - -
Holding under Br £ s d] £ 5 d) £ s dy £ s 4
Chirnside’s leases 8 22 10 | 46 0 0) 66 0 0] 9515 0} 9515 0
not yot expired .
Holding uuder Mr
Sutherland Wal-
ker's leases, and > 22 38 22 [ 7713 0 8414 ©[107 4 0 18211 O
as  rented by
hira

Totals, . 30‘ 60 | 32 1123 13 0)14¢ 14 0[202 19 0;‘.’.85 6 0

That is a fair specimen of what has been done over the whole estate.
If, after all, the crofers are somehow or other better off now than they
were long ago, then how mueh more would this be the case, if
they had heen left undisturbed in their possessions? DBut they are
not better off. Modern inventions and discoveries, no doubt, brought
us all alike many comforts, and made us all better off. In that semse
the crofiers are better off. In that sense they are better off than
ever Job was at his best. In that sense our paupers are bstter off,
but they are paupers still. But bave the erofters kept pace with the
other industries of the county; are they still on the same platform
in the social scale with the artizan or ordinary tradesman? Is there not
a deep and a wide pulf between them and the second class farmers,
let alome the big farmers, that is mest undesirable? Had they been
left to enjoy the fruit of their industry, why should they not to-day be
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like the temants of Strathrusdale on Ardross estate, who are no longer
crofters but farmers ; or, like the descendants of the old erofters of Strath
spey, who have developed their crofts into farms and themselves into
farmers, and now largely supply the Highlands and Islands with Gaelic-
speaking ministers for the Kstablished Church of Scotland? But the
crofter of to-day must toil on all the year round, except a short time in
winter, at the rate of twelve hours a day, in order to make both ends
meet. But it may not be correct to say that Mr Sutherland Walker ever
evicted one tenant from the estate, for he offered them all leases, and
regrotted very much that they did not accept of them. Here is a speci-
men of the conditions of set—A crofter is offered a lease of ten years
for his croft of ten acres at a rent of £14, being £2, 15s. of an inecrease
on the old rent; but in addition he had to pay £"03 15s. within the

first five years asa preminm. This premiuvm consisted of the following
items :(—

1. To improve 2} acres=onefourth the size of the
eroft—trenching, draining, and elearing—would,
at £20 per acre, if done according to estate regu-
lations, cost £50 0 O
2. To build a new house and farm ofﬁceb, the old
house being quite good and now bringing in rent

to the proprietor, . 100 ©
3. To remove or bury the stones of the old march

dyke, 150 yards at 1s. 6d., . i1 &
4. To build 200 yards of new stone dyke, at 1. 6d. . 15 ©
5. To forego his right to the yard-manure of the last

year of the lease = to the straw of four acres, . 10 ¢
6. To forego his right to the straw of five acres as

ontgoing tenant, 12 10
7. To forego his nght to 2% acres of second years

grass, . . . . . . 5 0

£203 15 0

That was the way the tenants of Swordale were evicted.  Bat it may
be argued that a proprietor has a right te do with his land what he
pleases—to go to the open market and get the best rent he can for it, the
same a3 for a house or a horse. No doubt the law has been so adminis-
tered as to give him that right, bui, for all that, it is outrageously
unjust, so far as the crofters are concerned. It is an easy matter for an
outsider, with the fruit of his labour in his pocket, to outbid the old
tenant, the fruit of whose labour and that of his father it may be is still
in the soil. Mr Sutherland Walker did get the rent he wanted for
Swordale from a hotel-keeper in the village, but he did not get his other
conditions. The tenants would give the same rent. The leases, the ten-
years' leases of Mr Sutherland W alker, and those granted by Mr Chirn.
gide, on the townships of Slearderdh Migdale, Badbea, and Tulloch,
contammo fifty-two tenants—will he out in Whitsunday 1885 and 1886,
and in all likelihood the tenants will be treated as those of Swordaie
have been, unless the result of this inquiry will prevent it. But in case
the statement regarding the Swordale tenants be considered as exag-
gerated, I beg to produce two leases to show that that is not sa. They
refer to two crofts which happened at the time to be held by one family,
and they still are so. The family consisted of the father and daug,hter
and the daughter's husband. The young crofter married the céld crofter's
c
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daughter, and this union having taken place the union of crofts followed.
"The old crofter took in every bit of his croft himsclf, and built a sub-
stantial house an it, which is there still as & memorial of the old man’s
industry, who died a year or two ago. I also produce a claim for comm-
pensation by one of the Swordale tenants amounting te £174, 10s,
which the proprietor repudiates. The estimate that some people form as
to what 2 Highlander is and what he is entitled to is very ungenerous, to
gay the least of it. Here are some suggestions which the Highlanders of
this district wish to make as their estimate of what their requirements
are, and what they should be considered justly entitled to, and which are
at the same time fair and just to the proprietor, and moreover simple and
practicable in their nature :—1. The crofts as now held to be the basis to
start from, with improvable waste land added where practicable, until the
area within the marches of the croft reaches from fifteen to fifty acres or
more—the big farme to be left with their old or natural boundaries, with
due regard to the amenities of the loeality. 2. The rents to be fixed by
valuators mutually chosen as soon as possible, and afterwards at the end
of every twenty-five or thirty years. The tenant to receive a certificate
showing the extent of his improvements and the amount of compensation
due thereon at the end of each period. Litigation in every case
that may arise between the proprietor and tenant to be excluded.
3. The crofter to be entitled to will his interest in the croft or to
dispose of its privileges to any member of his family or any other
person he pleases, and, in the event of his dying intestate, his heir-
atlaw to succeed him. 4. The proprictor to have the right of feu-
ing any croft or part of a croft, without consent of the crofter, for
building purposes or for erecting manufacturing establishments, on due
compensation being made for buildings and other improvements made by
the crofter. 5. Provision to be made for settling additional tenants on the
jmprovable waste land where there may be room, and for this purpose that
kind of land should be lined off as soon as possible into Jots. Provision
also should be made for adjusting and straightening uiarches between
crofts when and where necessary, compensation in such cases to be fixed
by arbitration. 6. Club farms on the principle of joint stock companies,
where practicable, should be formed of the unimprovable waste land, or
other waste land, so long as it remains unappropriated as crofts, These,
if possible, should not be less than what might be sufficlent to keep 400
or 500 sheep. The tenants to be entitled to plant belts for shelter, and
the same to count as improvements. All the grazing-farms on the estate
of Skibo are at present vacant, and conveniently situated, and very
suitable for such farms. 7, The proprietor to have the right of enclosing
for planting any part or the whole of the unimprovable land, on due
reduction of rent being made, if occupied as a club farm. But after
twenty-five or thirty years from the date of enclosing it, such plantations
to be thrown open for pasture in connection with the crofts as before.
Grown-up woods in the neighbourhoed of tenants should never be reserved
for deer forests, except in the immediate vieinity of the mansion house, and
then they should be so effectually enclosed as to preclude every possi-
bility for the deer to molest the tenants” crops. Besides the great waste
of good grass, they are a continual source of annoyance to the well-
disposed, and tempt the unscrupulons to be more unserupulous still. 8,
The tenant’s eapital. This is ab hand, and will bo forthecoming regularly
by instalments from year to year. Bad years may, for a time, render it
unprofitable, but never exhaust it. Once seven years of famine tried it
hard, but eventuslly it triumphed. But the deposit-money is wanted to
set the machinery in motion—that is, the borrowing powers necessary for
the systemn. The capital is the bone and sinew of the crofter, Every
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ploughman or labourer to-day iz worth from £40 to £50 a year, that iy
equal to a capital of £800 or £1000. Then a crofter from forty-five to
sixty years, with two sons from eighteen to thirty years, represent an
income of £120 to £150 a year, to be expended on the croft. But these
require, while they are working, the means of subsistence, and therefore
it is proposed that loans shouid be made to such as may reguire them,
to the extent of the cost of improving the first twelve aeres, but in no ease
to exceed £15 the acre for trencling, draining, and clearing, and £3, 10s,
extra per acre for liming,—the loan, with interest, to be repayable in
thirty or fifty years, or sooner, at the option of the crofter, as he may be
able. DBut who is to lend the money? Some of the proprietors may not
be able to do it. DBut might not some of the working-man’s savings be
diverted to this purpose—would it not be a fitting thing that the funds of
the working-man’s bank should be applied for promoting the welfare of his
class—might not the National Security Savings Bank be adapted for this
by being made lenders as well as recelvers, under the superyision and
direction of the Commissicners for the Reduction of the National Debt ?
Why should not small tenants be assisted, in their measure, on the same
principle, and with the same securily, as the proprietors havebeen? These
are the suggestions the crofters of this distriet desire to offer as a basia for
settling the crofters’ question among them ; and they consider them fair
and reasonable, and such as should satisfy all parties everywhere. Surely
such & settlement as this is not too much for the Iighlander to expect
from his country, after all the oppression and injustice he has so nobly
borne for generations past. Give him this—it is all in the lines of the
old lease previously referred to. Give him fair play and no favour, and
leave bim alone, and you will thus make him at once his own employer
and his own banker. You will (1) help him to improve as much land as
will produce as much food as will support the family ; you will (2} supply
him with convenient work all the year round for many years to eome, the
fruit of which will be invested in a bank safer than the Bank of England
and its dividends mueh larger ; and you will {3) form a splendid nursery
of the noblest peasantry in the world for our colonies—well trained in
every respect, morally and physically. By no system can waste land be
improved more cheaply nor more profitably than by the crofter system,
What the crofters have done on the Skibo estate is sufficient proof of that.
There is svidence enough in this district to show what Highlanders will do
when they have protection for their industry; and there is also evidence
to show what some of them may do without suck protection. There is a
crofter within 600 yards of this {(Bonar Pridge) who built a fairly com-
fortable house, and improved four or five acres of moorland about it, the
cost of which to-day would exceed £200. TIf he had that sum in the
savings hank he would consider himself a rich man; but he has it not
there ; he has it in the landlord’s bank, and for that privilege he must pay
a renttax for it of £4, Bs. Thers is another within the same distance,
who, with his three grown-up soms, after earning their day’s wages, may
be seen on a summer evening, working up to ten o’clock, adding to their
croft, And another within sight of this, whose father was evicted twice,
and he himself evicted twice afterwards, yef, nothing daunted, settled
down about sixteen years ago on a bit moorland, and took in six acres of
it, and reared a family of eleven—five daughters and six sons, Two of
the sons learned trades, and one of them holds an appointment in a bank
in England, That is something Yke the stuff the Highlanders are made
of. It is an easy matter to say that they are lazy, and to say every other
bad thing about them, if they are in your way and you want to get quit of
them. "Theseare the arguments used against the Red Indians of Awerica,
The Highlander is not lazy, but he refuses to be a serf—he refuses to be
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treated as a Red Indian, but insists on being a men, and as good a man
at least as his oppressor. Noman has a right to traduce his character in
that sense until he sees to it that justice is done to him. Give him what
he now wants, and he will come to the front at home as he does abroad, in
spite of all difficulties; and if he does not, then why not? The reason
cannot be in himself ; it must be somewhere else. I have been eoming in
daily contact with his class for the last forty years, and I venture to say
that 2 more industrious and sober class of people there is not on the face of
the earth, notwithstanding all that friends and foes have said and written
against them. I have now shortly to refer to the other proprietors in the
district prescribed for me.—1. Reference has already heen made to the
efforts put forth by the Dukeof Sutherland for improving the condition
of matters on his estate. These have not always been directed for the
permanent benefit of the crofters. This 1z specially true so far as the vast
expenses and extensive reclamations in Lairg are concerned. But his
Grace has raised the hopes of the small tenants very much by announcing
Lis intention of breaking down some of the large sheep runs into small
farms, and they hope that a fair trial will be given to that system, and in
order to that they would suggest that experiments should alse be made inthis
neighbourhood, near the railway and market towns ; and they think Achin.
drich and Strathcarnock suitable fields for the purpose. They are con-
fident that the results will be satisfactory as regards the welfare of the
tenants, and increase of renis in due time for the proprietor. 2. Ospis-
dale, with forty crofters ; one ordinary farm and the home farm, The
proprietor, Mr Gilchrist, is known to be kind and considerate towards his
tenants. Some evictions took place on the Spinningdale portion of the
estate and one in Ansdale, and some voluntary removals from Ospisdale
Moor, on account of the rents being considered too high. But these rents
were fixed, and the evictions took place under the factor that was ap-
pointed during the proprietor’s minority. Two evictions kappened under
his father ; they were cases whore the tenants took upon themselves to
differ from the laird, and that is always a serious erime. On Ardeensand
Ansdale, which are by far the most important townships on the estate,
the tenants are hopefully improving their holdings, under their second
lease of nineteen years. Three crofts, however, in these parts, have been
mentioned as being too highly rented ; and unquestionably they are so,
They are too high up, like eyries in the rock. The tenants of two of these
improved every bit of their crofts.  These cases must have happened more
without the knowledge than with the intention of the proprietor; and if
the tenants would state their grievances fairly before him, they would no
doubt be redressed. 3. Balblair, with twenty-two croftersand two farms,
The proprietor, Mr Hadwen’s, treatment of his tenants is considered kind,
but not considerate. He refuses them leases, and expressly discouraged
them from making any improvements; but the rents are easy. Ahout
two years ago he became an invalid, and commitied the management of
his estates to one of his tenants, who acted as the factor. Sinece then
five grievances have been recorded against this management—{1} A
tenant was foreibly evicted from an estate recently acquired on the other
side of the Kyle, where he and his father before him lived for the pre-
vious seventy years. (2) Another from Maikle, on the estate of Balblair,
for using the well water that supplied the family since 1806, 'his
family was very helpful to the poorer tenants on the estate in supplying
them with meal, seed oats, and potatces, in time of necd, and mnever
pressed them for paymert. (3} A case of litigation against a poor woman
for a ton or two of straw, which must have cost as much money as would
buy all the straw that grows on the estate twice over. (4) The roads
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leading fo their peat moss through the woods were shut up and the public

excluded after having the use of them from time immemorial. (5) Un-

due influence was brouaht to bear on the tenants at the last election of
the School Board. The gamekeeper was sent round twice, in the name

of the proprietor, to tell them to vote for the factor; and a lawyer from

'gﬁl'am was employed to lead them to the poll, and to see that they did their
ut,

40078. By whom was this paper drawn up, especially that part which
has the information as to leases +—All the information was collected at a
series of meetings of the fenants. They supplied me with the informa-
tion, and 1 made it up.

40079. Can you supply me with a copy of the old Dempster lease +—I1
produce a copy. :

Arzxanper Camrsgry, Crofter, Arderomie, Balnagown Estate (69)—
examined.

40080. The Chairman.—You have a statement —Yes.—¢ I appear as
* 4 delegate for the district of Kincardine, on the estate of Balnagown.
¢ I have resided in this parish for the period of sixzty-eight years. The
¢ principal complaints are—1st, We had been deprived of the use of a
% large extent of hill pasture which was attached to our crofts, and on
¢ which each family had beiween twenty and thirty sheep. Now we
¢ possess none, the pasture being added to a neighbouring farm. 2nd,
¢ Our crofts are too small, though there is abundance of moorland in the
¢ locality fit for reclamation ; but in the absence of a lease we have no
¢ encouragement to do 80, as our rents would be raised on the termination
¢ of the leasc of the nearest farm. 3rd, There would be no compensation
¢ for any labour or money expended thereon. 4th, That our renis are
¢ excessively high. The only means we can suggest to ameliorate our
¢ condition are—to have the hill pasture restored to us; assistance from
¢ the proprietor in the way of timber, lime, &c., for repairing our dwell-
¢ ings should they become decayed ; protection against removal ; hold-
¢ ings valued by competent judges in fixing the rent; sheep runs to be
‘ broken down, reclaimed and cultivated, where suitable; and that no
¢ erofts be added to farms as is contemplated in this parish.’

40081. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—For how many crofters do you appear
here to-day —DBetween twenty and twentg-two.

40082, Are they all near each other - Yes.

40083. Who wrote this paper; was it one of themselves?—A Tad
belonging to the place.

40084. Who has got this large extent of hill pasture which belonged
to them ?¥—Mr Anderson, Kincardine,

40085. Was he there before, or has he only come o the place lately ¥ —
We were there all befora him.

40086. Has he got a large place besides what was taken from them $—
Yes, a very large place ; a lot of farms,

40087. And he was not satisfied with the lot of farms; he wanted
this pieee from them t—That is certain enough.

40088, What has become of the sheep they had ?—We sold them to
him,

40089, You were compelled to do so +—7VYes.

40090. Had they heard it was to be taken from them some time
before —We understood, when Dr Gordon died, who had the farm before,
that there was this addition to be made.

40091, Did they not go to Mr Forsyth, the factor, to remonstrate
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against it3—Yes, we spoke to him at the time of the settlement, but it
was he himself who made the arrangement. He said that we were to
have no sheep, unless the farmer of Kincardine allowed us to have them.

40092, Has it been a great loss to them, the taking away of this
ground and their sheep #—Yes, it was the greatest possible loss to us.

40093. Why should the Balnagown estate officials be se hard upon
their own old tenants in favour of a new man?—1I cannot answer that.

40094, They would not expect that would be done upon them +—We
woutld not have thought or believed it.

40095. Has not the general administration of the Balnagown estate
been a very mild and humane one +—It used to be so always,

40096. And has not the present factor been there for a long time?—
Not very long. I remember a good many factors in my own time.

40097. Do you recolleet Mr Williamson ?¥—Yes, and others before him.

40098. How did they like Mr Williamson %1 don’t know ; T was not
on the estate at that time.

40099. Your second grievance s, ‘Qur crofts are too small, though
¢ there is abundance of land in the loeality fit for reclamation.” If it
wers found necessary to add their old hill pasture to Mr Anderson’s farm,
is there any other hill land he might give them?—1I don’t know that
there is any.

40100. Can you tell us what was the extent of the land taken from
them ?—1 cannot be preciss ; it was of large extent.

40101, How many sheep would be on it?—I think it would keep
about 200 sheep.

40102, What reduction did they get of the rent -—No reduction. I
was paying £4, 13s. before, and I pay £4, 5s. now.

40103, Were these fow shillings taken off at the time the hill ground
was taken from them?-Yes. I don't know if it was so with the rest,
but it was so with me.

40104. Whereabout is this hill you refer to; is it far from here }—
Just above the station at Ardgay.

40105. Was it necessary for them to take wintering for their stock,
or between their own low grounds and the hill were they able to keep
their sheep all the year round $—Yes.

40166, What is it now that those poor people want; do they want
their rents reduced, or to get the land as it was before 7—To get the land
as we had it before, and also the right to take in new grounds.

40107. You complain in this paper that they have no leases; had
they ever a lease +—XNot when I came.

40108. Supposing they got a lease, or some security in their tenure,
arc they disposed and anxious to improve the area of the cultivable
land —We would he. I have reclaimed as much lznd myself as, if I
got paid for it, would pay for the ground.

40109. You say thers are twenty-two families in this position; how
many souls will there be among them? Will there be 100 at any rate?
—There are some large families and others small.

40110. When did this happen t—About ten years ago,

40111. Was it in the time of Mr Forsyth +—Yes.

40112. Has there been a new lease granted to this tenant since the
land was taken from them #—Yes,

40113. And it is now running on +—~Yes.

40114. Where does he live =—At Bonar Bridge,

40115, The Chairman.—There are other delegates from the Balnagown
estate ; are their complaints of the same nature as yours—I am not
aware there is a difference of complaint.
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GEorGE ANDERSON, Farmer, Kincardine, Balnagown Estate (53)—
examined,

40116. The Chairman.—Have you a statement to make to us 7—7Yes.
With your Lordship’s permission, I would like to state a few facts regard-
ing some of the delegates’ statements. The delegate Alexander Camp-
bell, Kincardine Hill, is rather a discontented being, as his neighbours
inform me. He came from Culrain estate a few years ago to his present
croft on Kincardine Hill, which he got from the late Dr Gordon, who
held the lease of Kincardine arable and Badaroon sheep farm, with the
tenant’s croft combined. At the expiry of Dr Gorden’s lease Balnagown
ook the crofters into their own hands.  This delegate, Alexander Camp-
bell, pays to Balnagown a rent of £4, 5s. yearly. He has three cows, a
mare, and a foal, and I offered to pay him £3, which T bind myself to
give him yearly, for the liberty of my hogs running over his croft from
the 20th October to the 10th of March each year; so that his actual rent
will be 25s, His nearest neighbour, Kenneth M‘Nab, pays to Balnagown
a yearly rent of £4, I4s. I agreed with him for his outrun as above at
£3, so that his actual rent is 34s. yearly., The other crofters on Kincar-
dine Hill get similar sums from me in proportion to the size of these
crofts; so that the rents on the Kincardine crofters are nominal I
cannot aee that any of the Balnagown crofters, out from all others, have
any cause for complaining, unless the spirit which is ruling cur friends
on the other side of St George’s Channel has entered into them,—that is,
to have their land for nothing, Their late proprietor, Sir Charles Ross,
as is well known, was most indulgent to all his crofters and cottars ; and
as for Lady Ross, her generosity to the crofters and cotfars on the different
parts of her cstate is well known. She often visits them, and annually
gives them clothing, meal, tea, sugar, &c The small sheep farm of
Badaroon T took from the late Dr Gordon in 1839, who, as he represented
to the late Mr Gardener, factor then for Balnagown, could not keep the
farm owing to the tenants’ sheep eating up his pasture. Mr John Munro,
farmer, Fearn, whose hill joined Badaroon and the Kincardine tenants’
hill, was in the same predicament. Mr Gardener sanctioned the sub-
letting of the farms to me. I did not hold the farms for any time when
I found myself in the same position ; and at the expiry of my sublet lease
some twelve years ago, I complained to Mr Forsyth, the present factor,
that I could not continue as tenant if he did not wire-fence the tenants
off me. The tenants’ or crofters’ rent for years would not cover the ex-
pense of a wire fence, so he had in his option to put Sir Charles Ross to
this expense, or part with me as a tenant. At a meeting which he held
with the crofters they agreeably parted with theirsheep, which I took from
them at 2 mutually agreed on price ; and they were granted the grazing of
their cattle and horses only in commeon with me on the hill. But they
are as often on my pasture as where they have liberty to go. The Kin-
cardine, &c., farms, which I hold on the Balnagown estate, are much
higher rented in proportion to the erofters’ holdings. But I presume it
will not better e should I give statements to the Commissioners to con-
vince them of my farms being dear. Although it is out of their power to
reduce my rents, T hope it will be in their power to get an Act passed this
first session that will compensate farmers for improvements done on their
holdings during the currency of their lease, when the said improvements
arc to benefit the estate. 1 may mention that I have no complaints to
make against my proprietor or factor. I made as tight 2 bargain as I
‘possibly conld for all my holdings, and was satisfied :4 the time that
1 was entering on » safe investment; and if my holdings are now
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turning out contrary to what I expected, it is myself and the past bad
geasons [ have to blame, not the proprietor or factor. The statements I
have made 25 to Kincardine Hill and Badarcon sheep farm apply to the
Braclangwell sheep farm which I hold on the Balnagown estate, which is
a similar holding in every way. I pay over £1300 of rent on four
different estates, viz., Balnagown, Ardross, Skibo, and Kindeace. From
my experignece, the factors on each of those estates are judicious men,
—stamped with the same iron,—having the laivd’s interest at heart first,
and the tenants’ second. This ought to be reversed, and any wee advan-
tages that might creep up should be given to the weaker side. Any
remarks by me as fo the proprietors are uncalled-for; they are all well-
known gentlemen, and I am sorry to see and hear of complainis made
by some delegates and tenants against them, and that by those who have
no earthly cause of complaining. I did not intend to trouble the Honour-
able Commissioners with any statements ; but, having heard of meetings
being held in our parish, where facts were misrepresented, I prepared the
foregoing facts, and trust you will pardon me for encroaching so much
on your time,

40117. How long have you been in this country 3—Since I was a boy,
forty-eight years ago.

40118. Where did your father come from —I cannot say, but origin.
ally he belonged to Ross-ghire.

40119. Did your father hold farms before you +—No.

40120. You took the farms upon this estate of Balnagown yourself+—
Yes.

40121. The only complaint we have hear] mentioned in connection
with your farm, or yourself particularly, was this, that a certain portion of
the hill pasture belonging to a certain township had been tuken away from
the township and added to your holding, which was already sufficiently
large ; was the common pasture taken from the small tenants on your
demand %It was not taken from them ; it was only as regards sheep.

40122, But was a change made +—I would not hold my sheep farm if
they had sheep, for their sheep trespassed into my farm.

40123, Then the delegate who stated that the pasture had been taken
away did not explain that the small tenants were allowed to keep cattle
and horses +—Yes, they are; it is only taken from them as far as gsheep are
concerned.

40124. Well, when they gave up their sheep, were they able to keep
more horses or more cattle, or did they only keep the same numberf—
They could keep more, and I believe they keep more,

40123, Is there any portion of that pasturs which is not appropriated
for the pasturing of cattle and horses, but which is appropriated for sheep?
—1It is for both, Tt is no good for sheep, and I have no sheep uvmn it.

40126, I wapt to know your opinicn. Is it just as useful to them to
have more horses and cattle on the pasture, or would it be more useful to
them to have some sheep?—Yes, if the sheep strayed upon my land.
They would not remain upon their own Jand, If it was fenced off from
me they might bold sheep, but I would not hold the sheep farm and
allow them the liberty of trespassing into my ground.

40127, But the ground itself was adapted for sheep %-—No, and I have
no sheep on it.

40128. Even if there was a fence, still the ground wounld not be
adapted for sheep $—It would not.

40129, But still they seem to have kept scme, and therefore we mav
Buppose the sheep were of some use to them, Well, you say you conld
no$ hold your farm unless it was wire fenced +—Yes.
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40130. You told us you paid in proporiion to the value of your
respective holdings a higher rent than the small tenants 1—1I do.

40131. Aud, generally speaking, I presume that the proprietors get
good rents for their sheep farms %—In general they do.

40132. Well, as the proprietors benefit by these lurge sheep farms and
get good rents, do you think it would bean unreasonahle thing for the
proprietor to put up a wire fence between the large farm and the small
tenants, so as to avoid all those quarrels and annoyances !—Tt would not
be uurea.sonable it would be just and fair. .

40133, Do you think, supposing the proprietor had oﬁued to put up a
wire fence, and so make you both contented, that perhaps the small
tenants would have helped to carry the materials and to put up the
fence F—Pousibly they might.

40134, Did you ever suggest to the factor that he might put the fence
up #—1I did.

40135, It is true you suggested it, but you say it was fco expensive?
—Yes.

40136, But supposing you had said it was not too expensive, and that
it was a reasonable thing for the proprietort—He could do it as he
pleased himself. He would not do it on my suggestion, but T think it
would be quite reasonable.

40137. Since you have been tenant of these sheep farms on the
Balnagown estate, has any other advantage been taken away from crofters
and small tenants and given to you at all? Has anything been dene for
your benefit to their prejudice +—=Not for my benefit.

40138. No land has been taken from them and given to you—No;
I am in possess;en of a stretch of about two miles in length, and 400
yards broad, that I wire-fenced at my own expense; but Balnagown
pays for it, I expect, at the expiry of my lease.

40139, So nothing was taken away from the crofters for your con-
venience t—The wire fence divided off between me and them, but sheep
cams at the back of this and strayed into my ground.

40140. When you put up the wire fence was any of their land given
to yout—A part of the hill

40141, Was their rent reduced +—1I don’t think it would require to
be reduced. That is a question I cannot answer; the factor could
answer it.

40142. Well, when a piece of pasture was taken from that side and
put to your side, did you pay an increase of rent in consideration +—F did.

40143. But you do not know whether a corresponding decrease was
made on their side 1 cannot answer the question.

40144. Do you generally live on good terms with the crofting popula-
tion and small tenants 7—Well, I think 1 de.

40145, Do you employ some of them upon your farm #-—Often,

40146. You said you wers iustrumental in reducing their rents in this
way, that your hoggs were fed in winter upon their land, and that you
gave to one crofter £3, and to another as much +—Yes ; some £6, some £5.

40147, And you rather represented that as a benefit which they derived
from you. Now, what I want to understand is this, if they did not
feed your sheep, could they put the same land to some other purpose +—
No, unless they let it to some one else for sheep.

40148. They could not use it —No. The cattle would not use it in
winter. In summer it is different, but in winter they could not use it.

40149. Stitl, if they did not let it to you, they might let it to some-
body else t—Yes, and that would reduce their rent so much; a man pay-
ing £4, bs. and getting £3 from me, only pays £1, s.
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40150. How long do the hoggs remain on?—From 20th October till
10th March.

40151, But if you had not got the facility of feeding your hoges on
their groand, you could not keep them $—I could keep them somewhere
elss,

40152, Mr Cameron.—You said, in answer to the Chairman, that the
proprietor could get a good rent for a sheep farm ; are you sure? Cana
proprietor who has a sheep farm to let now get a good rent for it 1---No.

40153. Then you mean that the price was better formerly +—VYes, ten
or twelve years ago.

40154. But now you cannot get a good price —No,

40155, The Chairman.—Suppose a good sheép farm was to he ovt
of lease now, one of your own farms, what percentage of reduction would
it probably suffer #—On a £150 rent, I would expect £50 down.

40156, Just 33 per cent.b—Just one-third,

40157, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What rent are you paying to
Balnagown for this land that was taken from the Kincardine tenants —
T pay for the whole hill and arable farm—a general rent for the whole
farm,

40158, Are you paying anything at all for it 1—Yes, of eourse.

40159, But yon cannot say how much +—XNo; it iz & general rent for
the whole lot.

40160, Now, you have got several farms, you say. When you found
you could not carry on this farm at a profit without getting the land of
the small people, did it not occur to you that it would be better for you
to give up the farm altogether %—That is a wrong question to put to me.
You ask me why wouldn't I give up the farm unless I got the land. T
did pot want the land.

40161, What did you want +—I wanted this, that the sheep would
not ecome in upon my pasture. Thers is no possibility of doing away
with them without fencing, or the tenants being deprived of sheep.

40162, Is it the fact that you were dissatisfed with the old state of
matters, and you went to the proprietor and talked about a wire fence—
Dr Gordon complained of it before me, and 1 threatened to discontinne
it too.

40163. Has the fact not been this, that in place of putting up a wire
fence, which would cost the proprietor something, you hy your sction
have not put the proprietor to any expense, but are actually paying him a
rent, and have deprived those people of their pasture —They- have their
pasture. They have the liberty of the castle and horses oni it, bub no
sheep.

40P164. Can you state now that they are able to make any use what-
ever in the way of putting extra stock upon that hill, when the hill has
been taken from them %-—Well) T don’t know.

40165, You put it as a very great act of generosity or favour on your
pari, that you are paying them so much for wintering. Now, did not
they formerly use their own low grounds for wintering their own stock ¢
—Most of them did.

40166, And do you consider that the sum you are paying them for
wintering is equal to the profit they were making off their own sheep t—
It is more,

40167. How do you know that?—That iz my opinion of it,

40168. But, on the other hand, you have heard the delegate to-day say
they were very much dissatisfied and were impoverished in eonsequenca 1
—How can s man be impoverished with three cows and s horse, and
paying & rent of £1, 5s. 1
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The following atatement was also handed in:—

¥ Grrievances of Strathcarron Tenanfry, on the Balnagown estate, in the
¢ parish of Kincardine.—The Strathearron tenantry cordially desire to
“express at the outset that their personal relations with the late Sir
¢ Charles Ross, as well as with Lady Ross, have always been of the most
* amicable nature, The origin of some of their present grievances date far
‘ back—to a period when the fathers and grandfathers of some of the
¢ present occupiers of the Strath lands were evicied, or removed, lower
“ dewn, in order to turn the Braclangwell ground into a sheep-farm., A%
‘ that time only a very small portion of the land now cultivated in the
¢ Strath had been reclaimed; but the huddling together of so many
¢ families, caused by the removals from Braelangwell, necessitated their
‘ turning their attention to reclaiming every inch of ground that could
¢ bear reclamation. They were stimulated in their efforts by fair promises
‘ of being allowed to reap the benefits of whatever improvements they
* might eifect ; but none of them ever received any compensation for their
¢ labour or expenditure, and the only practical assistance ever given was a
small quantity of lime allowed each crofter upon one single occasion.  By-
¢ and-by, as the land was being gradually reclaimed and improved, rents
‘ began to be put up; and down to this day this has been pretty much
‘ the practice upon the Balnagown estate. A few years ago, when a
¢ petition had been presenteil to the proprietor praying for a reduetion,
¢ after the rental of the Strath had been raised 40 per cent. at one bound,
‘ the answer given was that, by letting the Strath in large farms they
‘ could receive considerably more rent than they were exacting from the
¢ small crofters, and that, by allowing them to remain in their holdings,
“as then rented, they were acting very liberally, besides losing money.
* The truth of all this is very questionable; but one thing is certain,
¢ however, that neither large, nor even medium-sized, farms could be made
¢ in the Strath but for the stretches of heathery wastes reclaimed by the
¢ present occupiers and their forefathers. Then, again, the earliness of the
¢ place—the earliness of its crops—was held up as a reason why the rents
“had been so unduly raised. The soil in the Strath is in some parts
¢ light and sandy, and in other parts gravelly and stony. This accounts
¢ for it earliness, and no other special virtue. The season must be
¢ superfluously moist for most other places before the Strath need be
¢ expected to yicld a fair crop. Another grievance is, that at the date the
¢ Strath rents were raised 40 percent., the crofters were deprived of more
¢ than a third of their bill pasture, which was added to the Braelangwell
¢ sheep farm, the portion taken away being the best part of the ground.
¢ This took place in 1878. Although the arable land is held on a ten
¢ years' lease, there is only a yearly tenancy of the hill pasture, besides it
¢ being separately rented at so much per pound of the croft rents; whereas,
¢ yntil 1878, the croft rents covered the hill pasture as well. The crofters
¢ look upon these as their worst grievances. Amnother grievance is, that
¢ though wood grows plentifully within a few yards of the crofters’ houses,
¢ they only get it for building purposes or erecting fences by way of
¢ improving their crofts upon equal terms with whoever wants it from
‘ anywhere else. Little or no labour is given on the Strathcarron portion
‘of the Balnagown estate, and this, coupled with the smallness of the

¢ holdings, render the crofters’ circumstances straitened enough.

[ApsovryED.]
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DINGWALL, ROSS-SHIRE, WEDNESDAY, OCTOEER 10, 1883.
Present .-

Lord NAPIER and ErtRick, K.T., Chairman.
Sir KexxerH 8. Mackexzie, Bart.

Doxatn Caxerow, FEsa, of Lochiel, M.P,
C. Frasgr-Macersross, Esq., M.P.

Sheriff Nrcorson, LI.D.

KexNeETH Mackray, Factor and Hotel-Keeper, Portinleck-—examined.

40169, The Chairman.—Do you wish to make a statement in con-
sequence of something which occurred yesterday +—Yes. ¢ Balblair Estate
¢ Ross-shire.—Statement of Kenneth Mackay, as acting for Sidoey Hadwen,
* Esq. of Balblair, Reilonie, &e. (1) The statement of Alexander Ross
¢ alias “ Bard” is utterly unfounded. It became evident that he could
¢ pot cultivate his croft, for which he paid £8 per annum, and that he was
‘allowing the land to go to ruin, Upon seeing this, the proprictor
‘ requested me to intimate to him that Le would get thres acres of land,
¢ the grazing of a cow, timber to put his house into a better state of repair,
*and also to be paid £12 for every acre that he would reclaim in the
¢ immediate neighbourhood of his house ; the object of this was to provide
¢ constant employment for him at home. All this he was to get during
¢ his lifetime rent free, and without any charge for interest on the mouey
‘ to be paid to him for reclamation. But he refused this offer, and tried
¢ to put the proprietor to defiance. Hence we had to resort to legal measures.
¢ (2) Adam Mackay has been crofter at Easter Relonie, and occupied one halt
*of the township. When Mr Hadwen bought the estate this person
¢ thought that he would keep the other tenants under subjection to him.
* He went the length of preventing the other two tenants from ecarting
* manure or anything else to their lands. He closed up the public road
¢ agaiust them, so that they could not cultivate their crofts, and altogether
‘ the quarrel between these people, for which Mackay was alone responsible,
¢ proved so very annoying that the proprietor was obliged to remove him
¢ for the sake of peace. His land was given to the other two tenants. (3)
* The statements made by Black, the delegate from Bonar, regarding
* Margaret Matheson and Widow Alexander Murray are most inaccurate.
¢ The proprietor did not wish to remove Margaret Matheson, but he found
¢ it necessary to use legal measures to reinstate her brother, who had been
‘ turned out of the house by her and her brother-in-law. The proprietor
‘ wag aware that Margaret’s brother had made most of the improvements
‘ on the buildings and on the croft, and he considered it very wrong that
“ he should be rejected and another person admitted, especially in view
¢ of the fact that this person had nothingwhatever to do with the placs,
¢ and that the proprietor for sufficient reasons did not consider him a
¢ desirable tenant. In these circumstances, Margaret was informed that
* she would require to remove her brother-inlaw and his family, and
¢ restore the possession to her brother, and that he and ske would he
¢ allowed to remain joint tenants as formerly. This offer she declined, and
¢ she was then removed and her brother put in. This was done by the
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¢ proprietor as a simple act of justice to a man who he considered was very
f much wronged. With regard to Widow Alexander Murray, in the former
¢ proprietor’s time (Mr Dempster of Skibo), the whole of the Maikle tenants
* were prohibited from having access to the plantations, and as shown by
* these leases had to keep the one half of the fences in repair.  During
‘ suitable weather, in the harvest time, they got the privilege of carting
f their peats through the plantation, each party being responsible for
¢ the gate opposite their land. This privilege was abused by the tenants
* grazing cattle, horses, and sheep, as well as by taking other liberties in the
* plantation ; the proprietor was therefore obliged to have the gates lockeld
* and the keys handed to the keeper, with instruetions to allow each tenant
‘at the proper season to cart home his peats, and upon certain days to
* give them firewood free. 1 may mention that the statement with regard
‘ to the water has no foundation in fact. There is no spring where alleged
‘by Black, but a small streamlet has been dammed up inte a hole or
¢ pond about forty yards inside the plantation fence. The same stream
* comes through the fence within thirty yards of the houses at Maikle,
¢ Moreover, there is an excellent spring within two hundred yards of
¢ Murray’s house, which has been always known as one of the best springs
‘in the district. It is sufficient to supply the village of Bonar. The
* Murrays have been most troutlesome to the proprietor, and have been for
¢ the last fifteen years constantly quarrelling with their neighbours, who have
* frequently complained of them to the proprietor. (4} I deny the state-
‘ ment made by Black regarding the last School Board election, I was
returned at the head of the poll, and received nearly double the number
* of votes recorded for most of the other members. At the former elee-
¢ tion I stood third, although my proprietor was a candidate, and returned.
‘The number of votes on the Balblair estate could scarcely return one
¢ memiber—KEx¥ETH Mackay,’

40170. With reference particularly to the evietion of Alexander Ross,
called the ‘Bard,’ am I to understand from this statement that the bard
was to be allowed to remain in the same houss in which he was before 4—
Yes

40171. Without paying any rent -—He was to get three acres and the
grazing of a cow, and timber to put his house in tenantable repair, and to
be paid £12 per acre for everything he improved, and all that to be free
of interest during his lifetime.

40172. What was the reason that he declined an offer which seemed
rather advantagecns to bim I-—T cannot say.

40173. Was be carefully informed of those terms?—He was informed
by both the proprietor and myself.

40174. Have you any other statement you wish to make with reference
to the management of this property I—No.

40175, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are bards very common in that part
of the country t—Not that T am aware of.

40176. Don'’t you think it would be worth while preserving the few
that are'—We were very anxious to keep him on, but we could not
arrange with him.

40177. Is there no possibility of making an arrangement yet with him ¢
—I am not authorised at present to say.

40178. You saw him yesterday giving his evidence at Bonar Bridge —
Yes.

40179. He does not look like a man who is very difficalt to deal with T
—-Wa always found him most difficult to deal with.

40180. But you are not authorised at present to make even the offer
that had formerly been rejected —No.
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Joux ForsyrH, Factor for Balnagown (61)—examined.

40181. The Chairman.—You have got a statement you desire to make
in connection to what oceurred yesterduy —Yes, as to what was said by
one of the Bonar delegates. *1 do not know that there is great need for
‘ my addressing you on this occasion, and in doing so I simply desire to
‘ make clear to your Lordship and the other Commissioners some things
¢ which 1 do not think the delegate Alexander Campbell made plain to you
‘at Bonar, Alexander Campbell has only beem a remt-payer on the
¢ Balnagown estate since 1871 (see his offer for croft), Previous to this
¢ date he was a sub-tepant to the late Dr Gordon, who held the farm of
¢ Badvoon sud Kincardine, and who brought him on to the Balnagown
¢ property. I understand about 1868, Dr Gordon had besides Alexander
¢ Campbell thirteen sub-tenants, not thirty or forty as stated by him. On
¢ the expiry of Dr Gordon’s lease, and at the time these farms were let to
* Mr Anderson, the then sub-tenants were continued in their holdings at
‘ the rent they now pay, £27, 55. At the time I had not the smallest
¢ diffieulty in arranging the rents with them. I had no complaints then
¢ of the rents being too high, and Alexander Campbell's statement to your
¢ Lordsbip and other Commissioners was the first I ever heard, with one
¢ exception.  One tenaot complained that his rent was tco much ; this was
¢ about six months ago. Neither bad I any difficnlty at the time in satis-
¢ fying these tenants that they were better without sheep; they eonsented
¥ to want them without any pressure on my part ; and I am satisfied, after
¢ the experience I have had, that on that particular ground they are better
¢ without them still, If these tenantsat any future time, are in a position
‘ to stock the whole of the hill, it might then be a guestion for reconsidera-
¢ tion, If the crofters on the Balnagown property in Kincardine are too
¢ high rented, I assume the responsibility so far as it can be Jaid on my
¢ shoulders. I blame nc one except that the crofters must take their
* share of it in their not having at the proper time complained of the rents
‘ they were asked to pay and willingly agreed to pay. Notwithstanding
* the present complaint, T have no hesitation in saying, that if these hold-
¢ ings were to let now, I could not only let them at the present but an
¢ increased rent.’

40182. There were two complaints brought before us prominently in
connection with the farms occupied by Mr Auderson. One complaint was
that the tenants had been prohibited from keeping sheep upon a piece of
ground on which they had been formerly allowed to keep sheep, and that
when they were deprived of this econvenience there was no reduction made
on their rent. It was also stated that they might have continued to keep
the sheep there, if a fence had been put up between them and the farmer?
—TIt would not have paid to put a fence up there, and the piece of ground
they allude to is not suited for sheep.

40183, The farmer says that the sheep upon the crofters’ ground
molested his farm by going across the marsh, and that it would have been
impossible for him to have continued to oceupy the farm if the sheep of
the crofters had not been prevented coming over —That was so,

40184, Well, when the sheep were put off and when the farmer was
relieved of this claim, was his rent increased at all? Did he pay anything
additional for this convenience }—I forget whether he paid any increase
or uot when he took the farms. I ecannot answer that question, but T
rented him at what T thought fair value for the farm, sod I acted in the
same way to the crofters.
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40185, But did he pay anything more to the proprietor in consequence
of being relieved of the neighbourhood of the crofters’ sheep +—1I think it
is likely he would.

40186. He paid you something more +1I think so.

40187. Was any portion of the increase paid by the farmer removed
from the crofters +--No, their rents were the same, with the exception of
a few shillings. I think a few shillings were taken off each of them, to
the best of my recollection. I think the delegate stated yesterday that
his rent was £4, 5s. and he formerly paid £4, 13s.

40188. How long would the fence have been if a fence had been put
up between the two parties —Over two miles,

40189. What is the expense of putting up a wire fence, supposing the
proprietor to have his own wood, which T presume is the case with you?
‘What would be the expense per mile of putting up & wire sheep fence 1—
T think it would have cost about ls, per yard. A good bit of it would
have required to be iron altogether, as it was on rocky hill ground.

40190. That would be altogether £170 —Yes.

40191. What is the rent of the farm%—The rent of the two farms is
—Badvoon £105, Kincardine £111, 5s. 6d.

40192, Then the rent of the two farms concerned in this case was about
£2161—VYes.

40193. Do you counsider it would be a very extraordinary outlay on the
part of the proprietor to fence a farm from its neighbours with a wire fence
of thie value—at an exzpense of £170%—1 think under the circum-
stances it was an unnecessary outlay, because the ground the crofters had
was unsuited for sheep,

ROg8.
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40194. But they do not scem to have considered it was unsuited for .

sheep. At least they complain I had no difficulty in arranging with
them, not the slightest, at the time. I ean sbow you Campbell's offer for
his place if you wish to see it.

40195. What was the increase which the farmer paid in econsideration
of being relieved for the molestation of the crofters’ sheep —T1 cannot
answer that quest:on

40196, Was it anything considerable! Was it £20%—Very possibly
it was. I could answer that afterwards, but I cannot do it now*

40197, Does it seem to you guite equitable to take an increased rent
from a farmer io consequence of an advantage granted to him at the
expense of others, and not to give the others some appropriate compensa-
tion —I don't think T took advantage of either the one or the other—
either the tenant or the erofters. I acted between the two as fairly and
justly as T could.

40198. And the crofters made no complaint at the time —No.

40199. When deprived of the liberty of keeping sheep, do you think
they were able to keep more cattle and horses =No doubt of it, but the
ground is not suited for sheep in summer. Sheep would not live on the
ground they complain of.

40200. In the other case there was a fence put up between the farm
occupied by Anderson and the adjacent tenants, but in putting up a piece
of ground was withdrawn from them, and added to the tenant +—Allow me
to explain that Dr Gordon held those farms and brought the sub-tenants
on to the ground, and in making this arrangement with bhim 1 did the
whole thing to the best of my ability. Mr Anderson put up a fence to
keep them off a particular part of the ground, but at his own expense.

40201. He told us he put it up at his own expense, and he enclosed s
piece of ground which formerly belonged to them +—No, these crofters
never claimed any right to that bit of ground.

* Soo0 Appendix 4, LXXIIL
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40202. T understood the farmer to tell us they did+—1 did not hear
him, and if he said so T am certain it was a mistake.

40203. Then in either case the erofters were not deprived of anything 1
—XNo, the crofters were entirely on the Kincardine ground, net on the
Badvoon ground at all.

40204. As a general statement, can you say that during the period of
your management there has been no consolidation of farms at the cost of
the small tenants —None whatever.

40205. No ground has been taken from small tenants, and added to
large farms?—None whatever. There have been one or two cases of
erofts being added to one another where a family had died out, and there
was noboedy to succeed, in order to make larger ones.

40206, How long ago is it since these transactions took place —In
1871

40207, Has any ground upon the estate in the time of your manage-
ment been turned into a deer forest —Yes,

40208, Was any portion of the ground turned inte a deer forest taken
from the small tenants —None whatever, It was taken from the large
sheep farm.

40209, Do the small tenants complain of the injury inflicted on them
by the deer Y¥—No, they do not. The decr are very far from them.

40210. Is the deer forest fenced +—No.

403211, Do you reeceive eomplaints from any quarter of ravages com-
mitted by the deer?—None, except from our own shepherds. The sheep
farm is in the proprietor’s hands, and one shepherd particularly complains
of the desr meddling with his eroft.

40212, What is the system pursued on the Balnagown estate with
reference to reconsidering, and raising it may be, the rent of the small
tenants}—Each ecase is considered individually by itself. It depends on
how long the tenant has been in the place, and what he has dene for the

lace.
) 40213. Is that done upon the death of the cccupier or done from one
stated period to another 3—It is not doneat any stated period. Each case
is considered by itself.

40214. From time to time }—From time to time. .

40215, Has it any connection with the death of the occupier +—Ne, I
capnot say it has.

40216, Has the rental of the small holders been increased during yout
time 3—A little, but not much. I cannot say what proportion; but not
much.

40217. Has the rent of the large tenants been increased +—Yes, it has

40218. Has there been a considerable remission of rental on the large
tenants within the last few years?—None at all T may mention, to give
you 2n idea how we acted—and this has reference to Strath Carron—that
the acreage of arable land in Strath Carron crofts in 1808 was 175 acres;
in 1851, 229 ; increased 54 ; being an increase of fifty-four acres of arable
land by twenty-nine tenants in forty-three years. The acreage in 1363
was 238 acres, being an increase of nine acres between 1831 and 1863,
and & total increase in fifty-five years by twenty-nine tenants of sixty-three
acres, ejual to an average of two acres twenty-seven poles improved by
each of the twenty-nine tenants in fifty-five years. Some of them improved
more and some of them improved less.

40219, When you fix the rent of the arable ground on the small tenant
is that done by a valuer, or by an expert, or by yourself 7—1I have done it.
I have relet the whole of the Balnagown property without the slightest
trouble, and with great pleasure to myself. There bave not been half a
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dozen farms advertised for public competition since the estate came under
my management,

40220. When ground is improved by the small tenants and brought
under proper cultivation, what is the average rental of the arable ground ?
—The average rental of this Strath is about 20s, per acre,

40221. That has been laud redeemed from the moor and brought into
the condition of arable --Yes, since 1508,

403222, It becomes worth £1 per acre?—Yes, in this situation. In
some sitnations it would not be worth so much.

40223. In the recovery and improvement of land in that way, what is
the system pursued by the proprietor? Does the proprietor eontribute in
any degree to the operation? Does he supply tiles—Sometimes.
There is no special rule. It is a matfer of arrangement in each case.
Sometimes tiles are supplied, and sometimes it is done by the tenants pay-
ing interest. T don’t know what was the system in those old times, but T
understood that the proprietor gave wood to help to build the houses in
those days.

40224. What is the system now? Toes the proprietor give wood I—
Sometimes.

40225, And lime?—Not lime. That was given many years ago, and
the tenants paid interest. I don’t know they repaid the lime, but they
paid interest, and it was added to the rent. But the proprietor does not
give wood now except by special arrangement.

40226, There is no general regulation +—None.

40227. Mr Cameron,—This farmer, Mr Anderson, stated that the
crofters made more profit out of the new arrangement, by which he gavo
them a cértain sum for wintering his hoggs, than they did under the old
arrangement, when they had sheep themselves. Do you confirm that
statement 3—Yes. My expericuce of that place since 1871 is that they
are in a better position without sheep than with them,

40228, He stated that whereas their rent paid to the landlord amcunted
to between £3 and £4, they received from him for wintering about three-
fourths of that back again; so they really sat for about 23s. aptece I—
The delegate Camphell's rent is £4, Bs.; Mr Anderson gives him £3,
leaving his rent at £1, 5s.

40229, And you think that by keeping sheep themselves they would
not derive so much profit as they do now from this wintering arrangement {
—1I do not think they would.

40230, You corroborate Mr Anderson on that point +—1 do.

40231. Mr Fraser- Mackintosh.—1Is there only one deer forest on the
Balnagown estate 7—Yes,

40232, When was it constituted 7—In 1872, The ground was clearcd
of sheep in 1872. I should say there are two. It is let to two
tenzuts,

40233. What is the ncreage of the whole 7—1I think about 40,000 acres,
but that is not all cleared of sheep. There are sheep upon a portion of
both places.

40234, You stated, in answer to the Chairman, that these had been
made out of sheep farms. Had the ground been ever in possession of
small tenants7—I don’t think so, because th t ground before a sheep was
put on to it was under deer, and in going over it I can see few or no traces
of where crofters had been.

40235. Can you give us any idea of the extent of the ground in ques-
tion betwecn these small tenants in Kincardine and Mr Anderson that
would require two miles of fencing? How many aeres would there bet—
Some 3000 or 4000 acres, roughly. o
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40236. Have you not heard over and over again that there is a great
demand on the part of crofters for additional grazings +—Yes, I have.

40237. And you are still prepared to say thet the loss of those 4000
acres is reslly no loss to them %—They never had it.

40238. Did they not possess it +—No, they never possessed i,

40239 Where did the 200 sheep pasturei—They wandered over the
whole place without any autherity on the part of the tenant to keep them.

40240. Then they were really not deprived of anything I—No, they are
not deprived of the acreage of the hill, for pasture on the hill. They
never had any right to it

40241, You did not state that before I—I had not the opportunity.

40242, You say they never had any right to it%—They never had.
They never paid any rent for it.

403243. Are there not cattle at this very moment upon it +—Yes, but
only on a portion of it. These erofters have ench his own house and his
own bit of arable ground, and a piece of pasture ground in connection
with it. That is their whole holding.

40244, And the other was merely a tolerance—this great quantivy #—
Yes, the other was merely a tolerance.

40245, Let us suppose it was merely a tolerance, Then Mr Anderson
comes and complaing of their sheep. Why did not you give them an
oppertunity to fence themselves off, if they wished to retain the land—
Becanse they did not ask to retain it. They departed from it without any
trouble. Besides, I did not think they had capital to carry on these farms.
They never said they had stock to carry on these farms, If they had said
8o the matter would have been considered.

40246. Would it be considered yet #—I have said so in my statement.
¢If these tenants at any future time are in a position to stock the whole of
¢ the hili, it must then be a question for reconsideration,’

40247. You gave us the increase of the new land taken in by the
tenants since 1803 ; what was your object in making that statement?—I
thought I was asked to explain about it. I understood some of the Strath
Carron tenants were to be examined about it yesterday, and I wanted to
show how the increase was made,

40248. Do you consider that increase was proportionate to what it
might be in that Joug period +—1I don’t think it 1s out of the way.

40249, Then you did not make that statement in any way as showing
the pecple had been indolent for the last fifty or sixty years—DNo, I did
not maka it with that intention at all.

40250, Would you explain as briefly a3 you can why you say that, in
your opinion, the people are better off without the sheep than having
them %—DBecause the gronnd near to their own ground is unsuited for sheep.
Sheep would not thrive on it in summer,

40251. But they themselves are very sorry they are not able to
keep sheep 3—Well, it is matter of opinion.

40252, Are you a sheep farmer yourself +—I manage a sheep farm.

40253, Ts sheep farming not profitable #—1It has been more profitable
than it has been these last few years,

40254. 1 ruppose all you mean is this, thatin this particular case, from
the situation and lie of the ground, it is not advantageous for these tenants
to have sheep I—Entirely so.

40255, You do not say it is disadvantageous for small tenants to have
sheep —No, by no means ; it was entirely with reference to this particular
pieee of ground. '

40256, Were you at all aware that there was any dissatisfaction, since
this transaction was carried through, smong those twenty-five tenants 1—
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None whatever. T never had a complaint from one of them on the subject,
except one tenant who complained nbout six months ago that his rent was
too dear. His rent was £3, 10s. for a house and two acres of ground.

40257. Are you in the habit of sceing those people occasionally or some
of them #—1I see them every year. 1 have been in every house oun the
property and am persenally acquainted with every tenant on the estate.

40358, And you have made yourself accessible to every oce of them $—
QQuite accessible. They can come to me at any time, and are quite aware
of that.

40259. And T presume the estate and you yourself have every wish to
nourish and cherish those emall people who have been long there, as much
as you can ?—Jt is not ouly my own wish, but it was my iustruction from
the late Sir Charles Ross, to take eare of the small tenants, and not to press
them or over-rent them.

40260. Are the people in the parish of Edderton very ill off for roads
to their houses +—They are not well off.

40261. And yet they pay road money and sssessments — Yes,

40262. Have you done your best as trustee to put that right for them?
—1I have never done anything in the county, but at this time I am prepar-
ing to make a mile of road in the parish at the proprietor's expense, and I
had a road from the public road to the station putio order, and down to
the shore, et the proprietor’s expense.

40263. Dut I am referring more particularly to roads for crefters?—
Yes, but they are scarce and not plenty.

Doxarp Macponaip, Crofter, Inchvannie, Heights of Strathpefler (44)
—examined.

40264. The (Chairmon.—Have you been elected a delegate by the
people of Inchvannie+—VYes.

40265, Have you a written statement to make 3—Yea.—*1. In the first
¢ place, I shall briefly state the general history of the Strathpeffer crofters
* for about the last eighty years; and then, in the second place, I shall
¢ state my own individual case. 2. The low parts of Strathpeffer were at
* ane time occupied by erofters; but about eighty years ago these crofters
¢ were gradually turned off the low and fertile parts of the Strath to make
‘room for large farms. The crofters recelved compensation neither for
¢ their labour on the land nor yet for their houses. Upon being removed
* from the low parts of the Strath, the crofters became sub-tenants on a
¢ patch of unreclaimed barren soil on the heights of Strathpeffer. At the
¢ same time they had the right to about 1000 or 1200 acres of eommon
¢ pasture land for which they paid no rent, and which belonged to the
¢ erofters on the heights from time immemorial, and they paid rent for an
¢ additional piece of hill grazing. The crofters then built houses on their
¢ new patches of uncultivated land. Not only did they receive no help in
“ grecting their houses, but they had actually to go to other estates to
¢ purchase the timber they required. Neither did they reccive any assist-
¢ ance whatever in reclaiming their barren allotments. All this time they
¢ had to pay rents to the large farmers on the low land, who were now in
¢ possession of the land and the houses which formerly belonged to the
¢ crofters themselves. 3. In about twenty years after the crofters were
* driven on to the barren heights, say about sixty years ago, the landlord
¢ himself tock the crofts into his own management, Twenty years of the
¢ poor crofters’ ceaseless toil had improved the land and increased the value
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¢ of it, barren as that land was; and the result was that the marches were
¢ straightened and rents raised, and crofts were subdivided as the factor
‘thought fit. 4. A little over forty years ago the crofters were deprived
¢ of the hill grazing which they rented. They were also deprived of their
f common pasture land without any reduction of rent, and this cansed great
¢ distress and dificulties among them. The whole of this land was let to
® g sheep farmer.  Since that took place, if the crofters on the heights of
¢ Strathpetler were considered worth their living on the face of the earth,
¢ their ¢rofts would not hear an additional shilling per azre of rent. 5.
¢ But, alas ! twenty-three years ago our rents were again very much raised ;
fin many cases they were fully doubled; the increase being in muost
¢ {nstances from 4a. to 8s, per acre more than the real value of the land.
¢ At that time we were all promised leases. When a copy of the lease was
¢ pead to us we found that it contained several unfavourable clauses, but
¢ we were told, both in Fnglish and ia Gaelic, that we were to have only
¢ ope hour to consider and to decide whether we should accept the condi-
¢ tions of the lease, or leave our crofts at the next Whitsunday term. We
¢ decided to accept the conditions of the lease, unfavourable as they were.
§ Five or six of the crofters that could sign their names received their
¢ leases at once ; all others were told to go to the estate law agent, Mr Smith,
¢ Dingwall, where they got their leases signed, and paid 10z to him for
‘ doing so. Now, although every one paid his 10s. to Mr Smith, not one of
¢ them ever received their leases, although they made repeated application
¢ for them. I myself have applied for it five times, Whenever I applied to
¢ the factor, he referred me to his solicitor in Dingwall ; the solicitor again
¢ referred me to the factor, and so on® 6, Three years ago our rents were
¢ again raised. We petitivned against this, so the increase has not yet been
' oxacted, probably because the signs of the land agitation were then
¢ becoming very mauifest among the crofters in various parts of the
¢ country, Still we pay taxes, such as poor rates and road money, on the
% increased rents of three years ago, and so we have reason to think that
¢ the increase has been entered against us in the factor’s books, and that
¢ wa are liable to have it claimed from us at any time in the form of what
¢ the factor calls fair rent. 7. Under such eircumstances, then,I ocenpya eroft
¢ of a little more than 14} acres at £1, 1s. 5d. per acre on which T keep
¢ two cows, two calves, and one horse.  The reclaiming of that croft and the
¢ building of houses cost my father and myself £400. In addition to this,
* my brother sent us £10 from one of the colonies, for the purpose of still
¢ further improving the land, so that we might be able to live a little more
¢ comfortably. This money wo spent on drains, subsoiling, lime, &c., which
¢ considerably improved our croft. From these improvements, however,
¢ we received no practical benefit, because the very next year after com-
¢ pleting them we were asked to pay an additional £6 of reat, or to quit
¢ the place at the next Whitsunday term ; that was twenty-three years ago,
* s0 that out of my brother’s £40 and the labour of my own hands, the all-
¢ devouring landlord has already pocketed £138, 8. DBut we may perhaps
“ be told that the increase iun the price of cattle justifies the increase of
*rents. To this I would reply, that if we did not spend more on the rearing
¢ of our cattle by artificial foods than we did thirty years ago, there would
® scarcely be any change in their price.  This plea has already been made
¢ use of by 4 certain factor to justify the increase of rents. Eut the mean-
4 ing of such an excuse is that the factor thinks the landlord justified in
# pocketing the increase in the price of cattle, leaving the tenant to pay the
¢ increased cost of feeding, It may also be said, with regard to the increas-
¢ ing of rents, that since rackrenting has been carried to such an excess,
¢ every experiment has to be made to force crops out of the seil by means

* See Appendix 4, LXXY.
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¢ of artificial manures, which are very expensive. Now the landlord grasps
‘ at the increase (if there is any) in the value of the crops, and leaves the
¢ tenant to pay for the increased cost of manuring. 9. Such, then, are a few
‘ of our grievances, and the crofters of Strathpeffer, with only three excep-
¢ tions, unanimously maintain that such grievances demand speedy redress.
¢ They submit as their opinion, that there ought to be—(1} a revaluation of
* the land by competent valuators appointed by Government, and a fixing of
¢ rents according to that valuation; {2) Perpetuity of tenure; (3) Com-
* pensation for improvements. To these views we have not becn moved
‘ by any outside influence, nor was it recently that we came to entertain
‘them. Twenty years ago we all met together on the heights of Strathpeffer
* for the purpose of drawing up and submitting to the Duchess of Suther-
“land o petition stating our grievances and onr wishes, but the then factor
*stood in our way like a flaming sword, so that uatil this year we have not
‘ ventured to give public expression to our grievances. 8o long, then, we
“have crouched under the iron heel of the oppressor without a grean,
* But our case is now before the Crofters’ Commission, and we hope that
¢ gomething will speedily be done to remove the crofters’ grievances,
* Under the present rents we cannot improve the land, and uuder the
¢ present land Jaw we will not improve the land. For some of our land
* that exceeded £26 per acrs the reclaiming of it, and the first white crop
* taken from that land was rented by the then factor at £1 per acre.’

40266. The heights of Strathpeffer have during the whole period you
have alluded to belonged to the same family +—Yes,

40267, The Sutherland family +-—Yes.

40268. Then you say that the first removal of the people was about
eighty years ago !—It commenced before eighty years ago, but it was going
on gradually.

40269. But about eighty years ago the number of people had been
removed from the lower part to the higher part +—VYes,

40270. Were these the same people that held the crofts on the good
land before? Were they the same people moved from the good land to
the bad land +—Yes.

40271, They were not an increase of the old population? They were
the same people taken from one place and put in another 2.—Yes,

40272, When they were put into the new ground what was the rent
that was charged upon them —I cannot cxactly say, because there wers
no rent books between them, It was a receipt they got from the farmerz.

40273, Do you understand it was a nominal rental; I mean were
they allowed to sit rent free {—XNo, they were not allowed to sit rent irze.

40274, Thare was some rental exacted —VYes,

40275. You cannot tell me how much —No.

40276. They sat under the large farmers %—VYes.

40277. Did they pay the large farmers rent in money or in labour 4—-
They paid them in both.

40278. Then sixty years ago they were taken under the direct manage-
ment of the estate i—Yes.

40279, What was the rental exacted at that time; about how much
per acre =—Well, some of them were about 12s. per acre.

40280, When an increase of rental was taken, was it taken upcn the
death of the eccupier, or was it taken from all from period to period Tt
was inereased in their lifetime.

40281, We are told that upon the estates of the Duke of Sutherland
the system was that the increase was taken on the death of the cccupier !
—That was not the way.

40282, The iucrease was taken from time to time—Yes.
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40283, Waus it taken upon all at the same time, or was each case treated
separately 7—First it was taken separately, but since twenty-three years
ago it was taken in general. .

40284, When was the last increase of rental +—Three years ago.

40985, What was the rental per acre before three years ago, and how
much was it increased three years agot+—It was a slight inerease threo
years ago, but the reat before that time was from 15s. to about 26s. per
acre,

40286, You say that sixty years ago it was about 12s, per acre
Between sixty years ago and three years ago it had grown up to aboub
16s. the acre +—Yes, and some paid up to 26s.

40287. From 16s. to 26a. +—Yes.

40238, Then how much was it raised three years agoi-—About 1s. 6d.
per acre, I daresay.

40239, How was this increase three years ago effected? Was there s
valuator sent round to revalue the land +—Not one.

40290. There was no valuator. It was simply done by the factor $—
Simply done by the factor,

40291, What do you think is the average rental of arable ground now
upon these heights of Strathpeffer -—It ranges between 12s. per acre and
20s. per acre, according to the way the crofts are situated.

40292, In the course of all this time from sixty years ago, when the
crofts were taken into the direct manzgement of the proprietor, what has
the proprietor done to assist the tenants in the course of their improve-
mentsT What has he done first with reference to hous:s 3— Nothing at
all ; but since about thirty years back they were supplied with rough
timber from the wood.

40293. They have not been supplied with lime or slates or anything of
that sort 3—No,

40294, They have no assistance except the rough timber in improving
their houses I—Nothing.

40295. Have they received any assistance towards fencing or draining?
—Nothing of the sort.

40296. Have they received any assistance in making roads to the crofts
from the public road +—There was a bit of a road built tweniy-three years
ago perhaps about two miles long. That was all that was done.

40297, Then you state that practically the whole work of improving
the land has been done by the tenants i—1I say so.

40298, Have they any security whatever for compensation +—Nothing
of the kind.

40299, They have no leases whatever —Not a day’s lease.

40300. Have they ever asked for leases 1— Some have, and were refused.

40301, Is there much land still unimproved and still in heather about
the place 7—Yes, some patches in heather.

40302, Is there any encouragement given to you in any form to increase
the cultivation }—Nothing,

40303, You say that your remedies are revaluation and perpetnity of
tenure and compensation, What do you mean by revaluation? Whoem
would you desire to ses employed to make the valuation +—Suitable men
that had thorough krowledge both of the land and of the climate.

40304, Would you be satisfied if the small tenants appointed a valuaor
and the proprietor appointed a valuator, with the power of choosing an
oversman +—-Well, T think the Government should appoint the valuators.

40303. But do you think that & man appointed by the Government to
value would have as much knowledge of the climate and the soil on your
particular crofts as a man appoiuted by yourselves and another men
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appointed by the landlord I—Well, they might be appointed to value the
land no further from where they live than, say, ten or twelve miles on each
gide of them, They would have knowledge of the land there.

40306, You think the Government should appoint local valuaturs,
valuators belonging to the place or near the place - Yea.

40307. What do you understand by perpetuity of tenure? Tlo you
mean that they should have a long lease, and that the land should be
revalued i—1I want the Jand to be revalued first, and fix fair rents according
to that valuation. I mean by perpetnity that as long as I paid that fair
rent, I eould nut be turned out or evicted.

40308, Do you mean the land is always to be under the first valuation,
or do you think it ought to be revalued at spme subsequent time I—Well,
it raight be for so wany years at the same valuation.

40309. How many years do yeu think$—Well, it might be nineteen
years, or fiftcen years, or so.

40310. And as to compensation, how do you think cumpensation ought
to be settled —Well, I koow if I could claim my improvements at the
tine my rent was increased, I would souner have my improvements and
go away than go in for £6 more rent that the land was not worth.

40311. You would rather jtuke the value of your improvemeuts and go
away to some other place 4—Yes, if T could claim them.

40312. Where wouid you go to? Would you emigrate -—Perhaps I
might emigrate,

40313. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How long is it since you yourself
signed this lease which you cannot get hold of %1 did pot sign it. It
was my mother that signed it. She could not sign it, but she paid for
signing it twentythree years ago.

40314. Aud those that could not sign it but had to go to a notary
public bad to pay the cost of that -—Yes.

40318. To whom did they pay tle 10s. %—To Mr Smith, law agent in
Dingwall.

4+0316. When they paid the money why did they not take the lease
with them ?—He told them that they would be supplied at the next
collection of rents,

40317. You mentioned that three years ago your reuts were raised, and
the rise of reut waa not exacted, but you are taxed upon it +—7Yes.

40318. What is the rent you are actually paying?— I pay £14, 13s. 9d.

40319. You pay that for 14 acres +—Yes.

40320. Then, £1, 1s, 5d. per acre means the increased rent and not the
present rent H—Yes,

40321, Which you have not yet begun te pay +~No.

40322, This increased rent was not fixed by valuation %—No, it was
fixed by the factor.

40323, He valued it himself +—Yes.

40324, If you had perpetuity of- tenure, when do you expect you should
have compensation for improvements —As long as the improvements were
rood.

8 40325, But when would you receive it? You make certain improve-
ments, and you have porpetuity of tenure; when should you ask the
landlord for compensation for improvements —DBefore I leave my place.

40326, But if you have perpetuity of tenurs you don’t leave your
place t—If I and the factor failed to agree the land court would be called
upon, aud if the land court said that the land was worth what the factor
was wanting for the land, and if I kuoew that the land was not worth that,
I would go, and then I would claim my compensation.

40827, In that case the factor would oot necessarily accept the valua-
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tion of the land court. He might sk a higher reat and pay you con-
pensation. Do you contemplate that the factor need not necessarily aceept
the valnation put on by the Government valuator 7 He might ask & higher
rent, and pay you compensation for your improvements3—Ne, I don’s mesn
that. If he would not put the rent higher, I would not expect compensa-
tion for my improvements as long as the land was left with me ay a fair
reant.

40328, But you ask three things in your paper-—fer a revaluation of
the land, as you have explained it, by a Government valuator; and for
perpetuity of tenure; and for compensation fer improvements. Now, if
you have perpstuity of teaure when do you expect to get compensation
fur improvements }—When my land is over-rented.

40329. But you also ask for a revaluation by a Government valuator?
—Yes.

40330. You ask for all thres?—Yes,

40331. Therefore, your land cannot be over-rented, and you cannot be
removed, and when ars you to get compensation ?—I can be removed if T
decline to pay a fair rent.

40333 Then if you decline to pay a fair rent the landlord is to be
bound to compsnsate you +—Certainly.

40333, Mr Fraser-Muchintosh.—You ars paying upon an averuge
about £1, Is, per acre ™—That is the rent fized three years ago.

40334. Have you got any outrun +—XNo.

40335, Do you kaow what the tenants on the low parts of Strathpeffer
are paying per acre —Some of them are paying about 25s. per acre,

40336. That is the large farms down below *—Yes.

40337, Do you think those large farmers built their houses at their
own cost as you did —Not one of them.

40338. Or did they build their dykes and fences !—No, they did not.

40339. How many people do you represent to-day? Do you represent
a particular township on the heights of Strathpeffer }—Just the whole of
the heights of Strathpeffer,

40340, How many crefters may there be on the heights of Strathpeffer
altogether —1I think the numberis about forty-eight, but I am not exactly
sure of the pumber,

40341, And they all coneur excapt three. You say in your paper that
three do not coneur 7 Yes, only three,

40342, Why do these not concur, do you know —With regard to the
three exceptions referred to in my statement, the first one of them is a
man who got the last croft that was in the market in the year 1881. This
croft consists of forty-one acres of the best soil ou the Heights of
Keppoch, and the rent is only 16s, 8d. per aere, and there is a slated
dwelling house and square. This we call a fair rent. As compared with
him, [ myself have only fourteen and o half acres of poorer soil further up
ths brae, and I pay 4s. 8d. more per acre for it. The second cxeeption is
& man who has already got a fair reduction of the increased rent of 1860,
And the thivd exception is 8 man who iz now reaping the bencfit of the
gifts his mother used to present to the then factor twenty-four years ago,
He is paying the rent his neighbours paid before 1860. It may thus
be seen why he is not among those that complain, and he has even tried
to prevent his neighbours from taking part in the present agitation.

40343. There was some land reclaimed some years ago. Do you
represent the Knockfarrel crofters$—I am on the other side. I do not
represent them.

%0344. Is that paper which you have read to-day prepared by yourself §
-~—Yes.
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40345. It is your own composition I—Yes

40346. Do you do any work except labouring your own land? Have
you any other occupation—Sometimes when I get carting to do or
anything of that sort.

40347, Aro the rents of the crofters in Strathpeffer pretty well paid +—
Well, 1 suppose some of them are not.

40348. There are some arrears —VYes, thers are.

40349. With regard to this lease that you say you want, is it worth the
while asking for it now ?—DNo, the time has expired; but still when we
prid the money they are ours, and we should kave them.

40350. But the time has expired +—Yes,

40351. Are you complaining of game?—Qreatly—some of ns—the
highest crofters,

40352. What kind of game ?—Grouse and deer and mountain hares,

40353. Where do the deer come from?-—Trom the neighbouring
estates—-Tulloch und Wyvis.

40354, Ia this matter of the grouse serious in a late season 3—VYes, it is
sometimes not worth while cutting the corn.

40355. Do they disturb it at all ?—Yes, and sometimes it cannot be cus
at all from the way the grouse tramp it under them and take away the
seed.

40356, Then they hurt the corn even before it is put into the stook +—
They do.

40357, T am speaking of grouse just now +—VYes,

40358, Are you complaining of rabbits %—The highest erofters are,

40359, Are they allowed to destroy them, or do they destroy them 3—
Oh, they are not allowed to destroy them.

40360. Don’t you know the law allows them to destroy rabbits —7Yes,
but where we are we have not a lease, and we can be turned out any time
we meddle with them.

40361. Are you prepared to state that that Act of Parliament which
was passed in favour of tenants is a dead letter upon the estate of Castle
Leod 7—7Yes, quite a dead letter to us erofters.

40362, That is to say, you fear that if yon exercise ths right you will
be removed }—Certainly.

40363. My Cameron.—You stated you wished to have nineteen years’
leases 9—Yes, They wish to have perpetuity of tenure.

40364. But the tenants asked for nineteen years leases and very nearly
got them. I}id they not wish to have nineteen years leases twenty-three
years ago T—Yes, that was promised,

40365. And at the time you wished to have nineteen years leases?—

" 'We did wish to have them, but we did not get them.

40366. And you stated, in answer to the Chairman, that you sould like
a revaluation of your lands every year by a Government official 7—VYes.

40367. Now, the rise of rent took place forty years ago, did it not 3—
Twenty-three years ago,

40368. There was a rise of rent forty years ago and another sixty yeary
ago 9—It was more $o sixty years ago than forty years ago. About forty
years ago the hill pasture was all taken from us, and there was no rise
then.

40369. But, confining ourselves to the rise of rent, there was 2 rise of
rent sixty years ago?—VYes,

40370. The rent was raised again forty years ago %I did not say that

40371. When was the next rise —Twenty-three years ago.

40372. Then there was norise between sixty years ago and twenty-three
years ago i—If there was not a rise of rent there was a reduction of land.
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40373. Then putting it in the most disadvantagecus way to the crofters,
there was a rise sixty years ago and a diminution of their ground furty
years ago, which was tantamount to a rise of rent —Yes.

40374 Then there was another rise twenty-three years ago?—Yes,

40375, And another slight rise three years ago1—Yes,

40376, Well, the difference in the number of years hetween each of
those periods is rather more than nineteen years !—About twenty years.

40377, If you had a nineteen years’ lease, and if there was 2 revaluation
every nineteen years, you weuld be rather in a worse position than you
have been from sixty years ago till now. Your rent would be liable to be
raised every nineteen years if you had a lease, whereas as the matter
stands your rent has been raised at intervals of tweuty years? Is it
probable that the land is increasing in value every twenty years ' —Our
land is worse to-day than it was thirty years ago, and our crofts do nut
produce so much crop.

40378. I quite understand you think you are too high rented, and very
likely you are, but what I am talking of from the tenants’ point of view is
a nineteen years’ lease—whether on the whole the tenants would not be as
well if they had no leases, and if they were tenants at will, subject to
these revaluations you have described, I suppose what you really
complain of is that the rise has been too much—that the rent put upon the
land has been too high +—Yes.

40379. And the remedy you want for that is, that instead of the rent
being fixed arbitrarily by the landlord, you wish it to be put upon you by
some independent and impartial official +—Yes.

Jonx Rosg,* Crofter, Heights of Keppoch, Strathpeffer (31)—exzamined.

40380. The Chairman.—Have you got a written statement to make o
us?—Yes. ‘I will select my grandfather’s case, and give it as an instance
‘ of the way in which the crofters on the Strathpetfer estate were treated.
¢ About eighty years ago, he, {u partonership with another man, held
‘ upwards of seventy acres of land. A considersble part of this land was
“ under cultivation, but T cannot exactly say how much. He always kept
¢ three or four horses, and from fifteen to eighteen head of cattle. About
¢ that time the mania for big farms was gpreading through the country,
¢ the result having been that my grandfather was evicted from the fertile
“land to meke room for a big farmer. My grandfather then got twenty
¢ acres of a wilderncas further up the hill that had never been touched by
¢ a plough, and was not considered worth making into a big farm. e had
“ to cut and season and drive home thirty loads of peats per annum for
¢ the big farmer to whom he paid his rent, without any payment, Having
‘ been deprived of hisarable land, he had to sell his stock except one horse
‘and one cow, Ile was reduced to poveriy, and but for some of his family
* who were grown up he would die in destitution, My father baving
* admitted my uncle into partnership with him, they finished the reclaim-
¢ ing of the twenty acres. Then, in 1859, or 1860 the whole of the heights
¢ was surveyed and the rents were incrensed, although some did not get
* more than one crop from their land after reclaiming it. My father aod
¢ uncle’s rent was increased from £10, 10s. 7d. to £21, 5s. 3d., the factor
¢ telling them that if they thought the rent too high they would have to
¢ quit their holding at the following Whitsunday term. If they remained,
* they were promised a lease, which they agreed to take rather than take
¢ the road, as they were both advanced in years. They paid 10s. to Mr

* 8See Statement by Mr William Gunn, referring to the evidence of this and the
previous wituoss, pp. 2042, 3248
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¥ Smith, writer, Dingwall, to sign their names to the lease bat, when Mr
* Smith got the 10s. he kept the lease also.* Two additional small holdings
‘ have been added to the twenty acres, so that now we have about thirty-
* one acres, for which we pay £31, but £33 is entered against us in the
¢ valuation roll, The following figures will show how the rents were
¢ increased on this estate :—The rent of a croft in 1791 was 2s 6d.; in
€ 1799 it was 6s,; 1811, 18s.; 1836, £1, 1s.; 1838, £2, 13s. 1d.; 1856,
¢ £3, bs 1d.; 1860, £5, 11s. 5d.; 1879, £6. This increase of 1879 is
‘ entered in the valuation roll, but not yet exacted. This is another
‘instance: in 1829 the rent was £2; 1830, £2, 5a.; 1837, £2, 10s.;
¢ 1860, £5, 10s.; 1879, £6, as entered in the valuation roll, but not yet
‘exacted. The first shows eight increases during the past eighty-eight
¢ years; the second shows five increases during the past fifty years. The
¢ above are facts which I defy any man to contradict, as they are extracted
¢ from old rent books which can be produced in court if need be. The
¢ proprietor has never spent & penny on reclaiming these crofts, yet we see
¢ crofters now pay £1 to £1, 6s, per acre for land which was worth only
¢ 5d. when they got it first. Many of the crofters are at present rapidly
* sinking into difficulties, and & still greater number would go to the bad
‘ but for the assistance they get from their children who went abroad.
¢ Notwithstanding this no reduction of rent has been given them; on the
¢ contrary, their rents were to be increased. Some of the people had no
* bed-clothes but guano bags to cover themselves with. Notwithstanding
* their extreme poverty the factor, in his thirst for money, entered an
¢ increase of rent in the valuation roll against them. One widow, who is
¢ partially disabled with rheumatism, said to a man who distributed money
¢ among the most necessitous of the poor, that she would feel very thank-
¢ ful to any one who would give her 2 shilling, hut her rent was to be
¢ increascd the very same ag the others, OQur factor does not know whether
‘ our land is good or bad, whether it is worth what we pay for it or not.
¢ Any man to know what land Is worth should at least walk over it, but
* Mr Gupn never troubled himself to come and see what the land was
*worth. He valued it sitting in the office. Perhaps he would let us
* know if he considers this a fuir way of valuing land. The big farmers
* who have their land at their own offers got a substantial reduction of
¢ rent lately, although it is clear to any one that the crofters who occupy
¢ the higher and later soil have suffered comparatively much greater losses
¢ from bad weather and equal losses from the general agricultural depres-
“sion. This is probably the outcome of the good feeling that exists
“ between the Duchess of Sutherland and her tenants, of which we read so
* much in the newspapers. Many of the holdings are so small that they
¢ have to be cultivated every year. This successive over-cropping is fast
¢ reducing the fertility of the land, in spite of all that can be done to
¢ fertilise it with artificial manures, which are very expensive. e have
*no hill grazing except a small strip that was not worth the expense of
¢ fencing it when the rest of the hill was fenced. We cut divots on it.
 Beyond that it is of no use to us. Some of the higher crofts have an
¢ gere or two of pasture attached to them, to which these remarks do not
“apply. We pay 3d. per pound in relief of road assessments payable by
¢ the proprietor. In addition to this for the last three years we pay 21d.
¢ or 3d. per pound to'the county collector. This latter is no grievance, but
¢ it is a hard case that we have to relieve the proprietor. Many of us have
¢ no roads to our houses but through the fields. All that the Duchess
¢ has ever spent of money, in improvements, on the part of the estate
¢ which we oceupy, was in meking a road in 1860, which cost £300 and
¢gome odds. The gross rental of the land we have reclaimed on the

* Bee Appendi: A, LXXV,
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¢ beights amouuts to over £500 per annam. Dut in the part of the estate
¢ gecupied by big farmers large sums of money have been expended by
¢ the Duchess in improvements. Five months age the factor said to one
“of my ncighbours, whose name I am guite prepared to mention, that,
‘ taking into account the money lzid ont on improvements for the big
¢ farmers, the crofters paid the Duchess of Sutherland better than they did,
f We quite agree with Mr Gunn on this point, and any man acquainted
¢ with our history would certainly endorse every word of it.  Many of the
¢ houses are not only unfit to live in, but are dangerous tolive in. The people
* are willing enongh to build new ones, but they cannot, having mere than
‘ enouglh to do to make ends meet as they are.  The houses of the poor have
¢ been almost entirely neglected. I have seon in the winter of 1879-80
‘ one house with a very large hole in the gablec through which the snow
¢ came in freely. The snow lay several inches deep on the top of the bed
¢ in which an old woman of upwards of eighty years was lying. There was
¢ little difference between the outside and inside of the house as far as the
¢ cold was concerned. Perhaps Mr Guaon may not be bound by law to
¢ repair these houses, but at one time the Duchess of Sutherland gave her
* factor an annual allowance for repairing the poors’ houses. From the
¢ peglected coudition in which the houses are since the last few years weo
¢ believe that she has discontinued it. She still continues to give them
‘ some coals, flannels, tea, and sugar yearly, for which they are very thank-
“ful. Tn April last T went to the estate office to ask the factor to erect a
¢ few hundred yards of wire fencing. Mr Fraser, the factor’s clerk, told me
¢ that the law was to protect myself, and if T was not pleased as I was that I
¢ might leave the estate. Mr Gunn afterwards offered to erect the fence if
¢ I paid interest. I would gladly pay interest but I could not, as the croft
¢ did not pay its own expenses for the past twenty-three years. We would
¢ like Mr Guuon to explain the reason why one crofter got a steading erected
¢ ou condition that he pays intsrest, while another was refused on that con-
¢ dition. On other estates the delegates got full assurance that nothing
¢ would be done to them for giving their evidence, On this estate the
¢ factor’s clerk told the people that those who took no part in the agitation
¢ would be better off. This threat had the same effect on the penple as if
¢ it was spoken by the factor himself. It is rumecored that we are influenced
‘by a professional gentleman. This rumour is unfounded ; and it was
¢ raised by some whose interest it is to depreciate our evidence. We would
¢ desire the following changes in our laws :—Perpetuity of tenure. Revalua-
‘ tion of land by a land tribunal appointed by Government, and rents
¢ according to that valuation. Security against increase of rent on our
¢ improvements. YWhen an estate is for sale that the land tribunal have
¢ power to buy it with money borrowed at a low rate of interest, and that
¢ the land thus bought be divided and sold in lots to suitable purchasers;
‘ these purchasers to pay it by the system of deferred payment. That
¢ tenants have the power to borrow money from Government for permanent
¢ improvements, such as building of houses, &c. That every farm, whether
¢ arable or pastoral, have a resident farmer., We would refer the Com-
* missioners to article § of our late lease, which says that every tenant will
¢ be bound to give six days labour every year at repairing roads or other
¢ purposes required by the proprieter or factor. At the beginning of the
¢ lease we had to work every hour of the six days, but latterly we had only
¢ to keep the road leading from the main road to Strathpeffer station in
¢ repair, which we did in less than six days, I have worked at this road
* myself.  For the security of tenure we had even during the currency of
! the lease we would refer the Commissioners to articles 15 and 16 of the
¢ lease, which says that if we kill a rabbit we would be removed from the
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¢ estate next Whitsunday term by warrant from the sheriff.’ I have here
a copy of the lease given to us in 1860, to show the conditions on which
we had the land.

40381, Sir Renneth Mackenzie.—You have not got a renewal — XN,
we have not asked for it, beeause the leases we got are not worth asking for,

40382, The Chairman.—You may omit the formal parts, but read the
clauses you complain of —By clause six, the proprietor reserves power to
make or alter or shut up any road or roads, and to open outfall drains at
an abatement of rent for the ground taken for roads, at the average rate of
the rent peracre paid by the tenant, which shall be determined by arbiters,
The tenant shall be bound to give six days’ labour by himself or servant,
or three days' labour by horse and cart for making reads; or, in liew, he
shall pay 2. 6d. per man or 5s. for horse and cart, including driver. By
clavses 15 and 16, if the tenant or any of his family be guilty of poaching,
or killing game or rabbits or white or mountain hares, his lease by such
act and deed shall 7pso fucto cease and determine, and become pull. The
proprietor reserves right to limit the number of dogs or prohibit the keep-
ing of dogs altogether. The irnfraction of any of the before-mentioned
articles shall render the lease void and null, and the tenant may be removed
- at the first term of Whitsunday thereafter.

40383. Sheriff Nicolson.—What number of families is there in the place
you represent i—1I don't represent any number of families, The whole of
the crofters were met at one meeting, and the delegates were appointed to
represent them all, and to deal with different points separately. FEach
tenant had different grievances to deal with separately.

40384, How many crofters are there at the Heights of Keppocht—I
cannot say for & certainty.

40385. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You are above the railway t—Yes, a
long way above the railway.

40386, Sheriff Nieolson.—You can hardly call yourself a crofter, for you
are above the mark 3—Yes ; but there are two of us in partnership.

40387. You say the land does not pay the expense of cultivating it1—
Every expense in connection with it, T mean.

40388. Then how do you make your living '—By my labear,

40389. What kind of labour —Such labour a3 I can get working with
a horse ; and I am also working with Mr Tennant, Castle Leod, on the hill
at the shooting.

40390. Has it been always so with you or until recently +—Always since
I remember.

40391. Have you never made the land yield enough to support yon?
—It supports us as far as food is concerned, but it does not pay the
expenses in connection with it.

40392, Is that the condition of your neighbours alse *—Some of them.

40393. Are there any of them who make their living out of the crofts?
—Yes, there are a few who make such living as it is. They eke out a
miserable existence. With wretched economy and untiring perseverance
they manage to live. :

40394, What stock do you keep at present3—I keep at present one
herse, two cows, two calves, and a heifer, for which I have to buy grass.
The heifer is exceptional. What I always keep is one horse, two cows,
and two calves.

40395. What kind of scil is it on your land Tt is chiefly a light soil.

40396, What crops do you raise —Qats, turnips, and potatoes, and
clover grass.

40397. Have you a rotation of crops™—Yes, a five-shift rotation.

40398, Do the rest of your neighbours practise that +—No, some of them
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have a four years’ rotation. Their holdings are too small to make it a five
years’ rotation.

40399. But do they all practise some rotation +—Yes, they generally do.

40400, Is there a large farm in your immediate neléhbourhood t—Yes,
the whole low ground is under large farms with one or two exceptiona

40401, Has there been any addition in recent times to any farm or land
taken from crofters —Yes ; in one case, Kinetfies, there has been an addi-
tion by a eroft put to it, but since then it has been subdivided again and
made into smailer holdings. When the former tenant died, that farm was
subdivided, the factor getting a share of it, and another man getting a
share of it, and it has been divided.

40402, Do you eonsider it a grievance that the rent has been raised from
2a. 6d. in 1791 to £6 in 18791—VYes, without taking any money out of

. the proprietor’s pocket. Had the reclamations been done at the proprietor’s

expense 1 would say he would be quite entitled to an increass, but being
made at the crofters’ expense I consider it a grievance, When an increase
is to be made on any holding, I would have the proprietor to pay the
expenge of the improvements in connection with it, and then to get an
increass.

40403, Has the cultivation of the land of your croft and those of your
neighbours been of the best kind that counld in the circumstances have been
practised +—Yes, ag far as I am aware. Perbaps it might be better. 1
know every one does his best.

40404. How is it you are entered for £33 on the valuation roll and only
paying £31 +—That has been the last increase of 1879, and we have
petitioned the Duchess against that increase, and the increase is still
entered in the valuation roll, but we have never paid it yet. We pay only
£31, 0s. 40 This increase, however, may be exacted at any time.

40405, You got no redaction of your rents last year —No, not a penny.

40406. Did the big farmers +—They say themselves they did  Some of
then: told me they did, and I see no reason why if one should get it the
whole should not.

40407. Buot you have no sheep?—None whatever. Some of the big
farmers have no sheep either They have no outrun.

40408. Did you suffer much last season by the stormy weather and the
faiture of the potato erop +—There was not & failure of the potato crop last
year. Very good prices were given for potatoes last year, but the two
years before that we would not get any one to take them almost for
nothing,

40409. You say here that some of your neighbours are so poor that they
have no bed-clothes bat guano bags +—Yes, I am prepared to prove it, and
to get my neighbours to prove it

40410, People who are not on the poor roll }—VYes,

40411. T hope there are not many in that position?—No; there are -
more than one, but there are not many.

40412, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Is your neighbour who has nothing bu
guano bags a man?—Yes,

40413. Is his condition known to the factor¥—I don’t say he knows
about the guano bags, but he knows he is in a poor position,

40414, What rent does he pay +—1 cannot exactly say; it is between
£5 and £6.

40415. Is the rent exacted +—Yes.

40416. And paid %—He is in very slight arrears.

40417. Have you got half of this farin +—Yes, it is between me and my
uncle. Igeta share of all that goes in it

10418, And you pay half the rent +—Yes.
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40419, What would you consider 3 reasonable rent for that eroft —
Taking into account that it has neither houses nor fences nor proper roads,
I consider between 13s. and 14s. an acre rent enongh for it; but if it had
proper houses and fences, I congider it wonld be worth slightly more than
that.

40420. How many acres ara theve I-—About thirty-one acres.

40421. And you are paying £1 an acre 7—Yes, and some part of the
land has not more thav three inches of soil above the rock ; but it is not
all like that.

40422, If you take 12s. an acre, that would be .£12 less than you pay
just now —Yes,

40423. You consider that a reazonable rent?—Yes, If proper dwell-
ings and fences were erccted free of interest, I say it would certainly
increase the Jetting value of the land, but if we have’to pay interest for
them it is the same as if we paid rent. -

40424. Would you be in a comfortable position if your rent was reduced
as you say ! Would the extent of land be sufficient to give you a good
living 3—If I had the whole thirty acres, it would be a moderately com-
fortable living,

40425, But this thirty acre croft is one of the largest on the heights of
Strathpeffer +—Yes, but there is one larger.

40426. Then you think the other crofts are too small for comfort —
Yes.

40427, Do you think thirty acres is about the smallest a man could live
upon to support a family $—Yes, if he has no hill grazings.
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40428. How many have you livingin family +—I have none. I pay for A

& housekeeper.
40429, How much potatoes and mesl do you consume in a house of

that size 71 cannot answer that ; I never took a note of it; but I cansay
how much T have sold.

40430. How much potatoes do you sell off the fifteen and a half acres,
or what value of potatues do you sell I—Last year T sold about two tons of
potatoes at, I think, £4 a ton; but the two years before that I did not
sell that, and I did not get above 24s. a ton for them.

40431. There was no price to be got, but you had two tons to spare the
previous year -—Yes,

40432, And that is what you sell upon an average 7—Yes.

40433. Are you able to sell any corn?—VYes, and meal,

40434. About hew much ?—I have sold between six and seven bolls of
meal
40435. How much meal will a quarter of “corn make, such as you grow {
Will you get one and a half bolls from the quarter +—XNo, I never got
above between twelve and thirteen stones.

40436. Your corn does not weigh above 40 1b. +—No, sometimes it does
not weigh the same.

40437. Is that owing to the poverty of the soil or the mode of cultiva-
tion =—The soil is light,

40438, Is it a bad place to ripen corn in +—No, it is in a very good
place to ripen the corn, but it is high and it is late before it is ripened.
We cannot sell oats so early as in the low ground. That is the reason it
does not come to more maturity.

40439, What quantity of corn do you get to the acre —About three
and a haif quarters and sometimes four. We consider four very good.

40440. T'ke Chairman.—You consider the land is too highly rented +—

Yes.
40441. Do you consider it is too highly rented in connection with the
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fact that it has been improved by the families of existing tenants, or is 1t
too highly rented for its present value to auybody?—It is too highly
rented for its present value to anybody—I mean without houses or fences,

40442, But there are some houszes and fencesi—Yes, such as they are,
but they are not comfortable, Many of them are not fit to live in

40443, When a small farm of that sort falls out of lease—when the
family disappears, and a new tenant is taken in—does the new tenant pay
generally a higher rent than the family that has created the farm, or is it
about the same 1—There is a croft that became tenantless ¢lose to the one
I occupy. The tenant died, and a new man got possession and gave an
increase of rent for that croft ; Lt since giving that inerease he has told me
several times that he is in a worse cireumstance to-day than the day he
took it, and he has said that if he knew where to go he would leave it. He
himself did not come to see the place. He took it on Mr Gunn's word,
and he regrets giving so much reut for it.

40441, When the old family went ont were they paying about the same
scale of rental—about £1 per acre +—Yes, as far as I know.

40445, And about what scale did he engage to pay whenr he came in?
—1I cannot exactly say. It is a croft of about sixteen or seventeen acres,
and he gave between £3 and £4 of an increase, so far as [ know,

40446, Then if a farm happens to fall vacant the proprietor up to the
present time has been able to let it to a new tenant at an increase of ren-
tal +—Yes, to tenants that do not know what they are doing ; but the last
croft thas has been let, to which the former delegate referred, was let to
o man who understood the nature of. the land, and he got his land at
about 16s. per acre. That was a man who knew what ho was doing.

40447, Then do you consider or not that the repressntatives of the old
families who made the crofts are favoured in respect of rental at all, or do
they just pay as much as new comers pay who never did anything %—T am
not aware that any favour has been shown to them, except perhaps to
some that were very old and done out. There are two old women in my
neighbourhiood, one of them upwards of eighty and the other seventy years
old. They have a small croft which they have rtent free during their
life.

40448. When a new family comes in do they ever pay the arrears of
the old family that go away, if there are any arrears 2—No, T am not aware
that has ever been done.

40449, Do they ever pay anything in the shape of compensation for
gm;;l will cr compensation for improvements to the old family who go away §
—No.

40450. Nothing but the crop +—Nothing but the erop.

40131, What sort. of houses have you got now ; are they mostly stone
and lime houses ?—They are stone and turf houses, with straw thatch
There are two or three slated houses, but there is an increased desire to do
away with the straw.thatched houses and to have slated houses erected.

40452, Have they all got chimneys?—Yes, and windows.

40433. But there is no rule upon the estate about supplying timber,
slates, or lime to the tenants %—Yes, they got rough timber gratis,

40434, Nothing for lime, slates, or glass ?--Not unless the rules have
been altered. They did not formerly. They got slate on interest.

40455, The proprietor will always furnish slates ¢n the payment of
interest 7—7Yes.

40456. At what percentage —I cannot exactly say; I think it will be
5% or 6 per cent.

40457, You said the leases were expired, and that you have not got a
renewal of them 1—No,
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40458. Have you heard what is to be done about the renewal of the
leases 7—No ; we did not ask for a renewal of leases.

40459. Was there any complaint among your people, such as we heard
from the last witness, about some who could not write not having received
the leases for which they paid :-—Yes, my father paid for a lease, but he
never got it.

40460. You say that Mr Smith got the 10s.; can you give me any
explanation of the transaction —No.

40461, The statemcnt then is that 10s. was paid to the factor or his
representative for a lease, and that the lease was never given, and the 10s,
was never returned I—Yes

40462, When was that 7—In 1860,

40G463. Haa that been brought under the cousideration of the pro-
prietor? Has any petition been sent to the proprietor =—No, not that I
am aware.

40464. No representation has ever been made 7—No.

40465, How can you explain that? It is not a large sum of money,
but, if correctly stated, it is an injustice to the people that they should pay
10s. and get nothing in return.  What is tle reason that a statement has
never been made to the proprietor 7 In fact, can you give any explanatior.
of the business at all #-—No, I cannot give any explanation why they did
not ask for the leases, They were all uneducated people, and did not know
what the leases were good for, or what was in them.

40466, Afr Froser-Mackintosh.—As we are on this question of leases,
perbaps I can bring the matter more clearly out. The 10s. was only
taken, I presume, from the people who could not write 1—Yes, exactly so
—from the people who could notsign their names. Those who could sign
got the lease for 1s. Gd.

40467, Are you aware that by the law at that period it was necessary
for two notaries to sign for a person who could not write =—No.

40468. But you are aware that the 10s. was paid to notaries+—7Yes,
where the people themselves could not sign their names.

40469. Do you know whether Mr Smith is 2 notary himself }— Yes,

40470. Suppose you ascertain that Mr Smith is not a notary, 1 suppose
you will not accuse him of taking the 10s, himself. He must have given
1t to other two lawyers I—I cannot go iuto that.

40471. But suppose you find cut that Mr Smith was not a notary, will
you not take it for granted that he merely handed the 10s. to the two
gentlemen who acted as notaries +-—That is quite possible.

40472. 1 wish to ask you about the person who is so poor that he sleeps
in the way you have described. Is there anything in the habits of the
person that has brought sbout that, or is it from poverty !—He iz a
temperate hard-working man. It is from poverty and sickness,

40473. 1 believe you know something about game!—Yes, but there i3
another delegate that will be able to give that better in details.

40474, What is his name I—Roderick Mackenzie, Heights of Fodderty.

40475, Mr Cameron.—You read parts of a lease to us, in which yeu
complained of certain clanses 7—Yes.

40476. The lease was dated 1860. One of the things you complained
of was six days’ labour on the roads which was exacted ; but that lease
was dated prior to the Roads and Bridges (Scotland) Act i—1I do not know
the year in which that Aet was passed.

40477. But anyhow it was not passed in 1860 —I am not aware.

40478. Are you aware that the Roadsand Bridges Act was passed under
the late Goverument, and that was a long time after 1860%—I cannot
aoswer that.
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40479. Are these six days’ labour exacted now?—No, they have not
been exacted during the past five or six years, but the road has never been
touched since we ceased to keep it in repair,

+0480. Then you complained of the clauses relating to poaching, I
suppose the Strathpeffer tenants are not poachers —XNo, not any of them.

40481. I suppose none of the good tenants are+—I am not aware that
they are.

40482, Do you consider it unreasonable that a habitual poacher on an
estate shonld cease to be a tenant 7—Yes, I think it unreasonable that he
should be turned off the estate, 1 admit he ought to be punished, but
nvb turned off the estate.

40433. Of course he would be punished whether yon admit it or not,
but do you think it unreasonable that a habitual poacher should cease to
Lave cunuection as tenant with the estate on which he poaches +—1I don’t
know if I do, but there is no reference te habitual poaching iw the lease.
If he was only once found killing rabbits or hares, he counld be removed.

40484, Could you put it in any better form in the lease by which a
habitual poacher would be described t—I mean by a habitnal poacher a
man who is alwayas troublezome on the estate and always poaching,

40485, With regard to the only other point on whichk you objected to
the lease—the clauses in relation to dogs—have there not been complaints
in this neighbourhood of damage done to sheep and lambs by dogs +—Yes.

40486. Do you think that if no restriction is placed en the number of
dogs kept by small tenants that evil might not be greatly increased —
Yes, by keeping toe many dogs it might be.

40487, So you are not altogether for wiping out any clause restrieting
in some degres the number of dogs kept by tenants? You think there
ought to be some restriction #—When a man keeps too many doga, if these
dogs are found to be doing any harm they certainly should be destroyed.

40488, There, again, they would be destroyed whether you wish
it or not, but I was referring to your idea of what is reasonable in the
clauses of a lease. Don’t you think some restriction should be placed on
the namber of dogs kept by small tenants where the tenants are
numerous +—XNo, I thick they might be allowed to keep them, unless it
was found they did any harm,

40489, You think there should be no restriction 7—VYes, because some
might keep dogs for making profit out of them, and I know some do it.

40490, What would you do in that case 1 would allow them to keep
as many dogs as they liked, if they did not do any harm.

40491, The Chatrman.~—I1 would like to understand from you what
you really think the feeling of the people would be about poaching or
infractions of the game laws. There 13 an article in the lease which renders
any person who is guilty of an infraction of the game laws liable to be sent
off the estate ; are you aware of any case in which a tenant has been dis-
missed from the estate on account of an infraction of the game laws7—Yes,
I am aware of one that has been removed off the estate prior to 1860, but
I am not aware that any one has been removed since this lease was given.

404032, Then no one has been removed in the last twenty years —No,
not that I am aware of for peaching

40493. Do you remember whether any tenant has Lreen convicted of
an act of poaching +—7Yes,

40494, What was done to him i—He was taken before the sheriff and
fined.

40495, Did he receive any additional punishment, either in the way of
removal {rom the land or increase of rent or anything of that sort1—1 em
nob aware,
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40496. If a man was & habitual poacher—that is, if he had been con-
victed twice of the offence of poaching before a court,—do you think the
tenants would generally consider it a great hardship if such a tenant was
removed §--If he was a habitnal poacher, I don’t suppose they would.

40497. I define a habitual poacher as a man who has been convicted
twice ; would they consider it a bardship that he should be removed —
Yes, if only twice.

40498. You think he ought to be convicted more frequently 1—Yes.

40489, Now, it is not only for an infraction of the game laws that they
would be removed, according to the interpretation of the lease, but they
would be liable to removal for killing rabbits ; is it your impression, and
the Impression of the tenants still, that they would suffer prejudice and
become liable to the anger of the proprietor and his representatives if they
killed rabbits on the groand +—Yes.

40500. Have they ever asked for liberty to Lill rabbits since the new
Act was passed I—XNo, I am not aware that they have, because proprietors
generally give liberty to their tenants without asking it since the passing
of the Ground Game Act,

40501, You did not ask for leave under your old leases +—No.

40502. And since you have had no leass you have not asked whether
you had liberty to kill rabbits = —No,

40503. DBut perhaps if you were to ask whether you could exercise your
rights under the present law, they would tell you that you were at liberty
to kill rabbits 2—1I cannot answer that.

40504, At any rate nobody has been removed from the land on account
of infractions of the game law —No.

Joux FowLER, Crofter, Braefindon (60)—ezamined,

40505. The Chairman.—Will you make your statement to us?—
¢ Evidence by John Fowler, Braefindon, for crofters situated on the estate
“of Major M'Kenzie of Findon, Black Tsle. The estate of Findon is
¢ sitnated in the eastern extremity of the parish of Urquhart. The lower
¢ portion of it, bordering on the Cromarty Firth, consists mainly of farms
¢ of a medium size ; whilst the higher part, bordering on the summit of the
¢ Mulbuie, is studded over with small crofts, and may be called the crofter
f district. Those for whom I act as delegate are situated there in the
¢ distriets of Greenleonock, Braefindon, and Upper Badrain—a strip of land
¢ measuring from west to east about a mile and a balf, and averaging about a
¢ mile in breadth. This strip contains at present about twenty-four small
¢ allotments, ranging from eight acres up to twenty acres each. Sizty years
¢ ago there would have been in this district barely forty acres of enltivated
¢ land, and I am requested specially to point out that the additional improve-
¢ ments, consisting of the cultivation of about 250 acres, has been effected
¢ altogether by the crofters themselves, and entirely at their own expenditure;
“and that with one or two exceptions it has been effected either by the pre-
‘ sent oceuplers or by their forefathers, The general grievance I have to
* state is that the Jandlord makes no compensation for these improvements,
¢ whilst at the expiry of a lease they are rented upon them to an extent
* that would be exorbitant even sapposing they had been effected at the
¢ proprietor’s own cost.  To illustrate this I shall state a case—my father’s
* —which in the main agrees also with the others. About sizty years ago
‘ he received a piece of land eight acres in extent. It was then part of
*the heathery moor, with no house upon it, and no part of it cultivated,
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¢ He got it for the first five years free of rent, during which time he culti.
‘ vated a portion of it, and built as much of & house as would do for
¢ present accommodation. Thereafter he got it for twenty-five years at
¢ the rate of 30s. a year, during which time he continued cultivating and
¢ improving, and at the expiry of which he received a lease of it for nine-
‘ teen years at the rate of five guineas per anuum. Before the end of this
¢ period ha brought the whole under cuitivation, and ke is at present
¢ undergoing another lease of nineteen years at a reatal of £8 per annum,
¢ being 20s. per acre. I may also state that he has also now got a further
“ addition of seven acres, three of which had been then cultivated, and for
which he pays an annual rental of £3; but in pointing out the
injustice there is of receiving no compensation for improvements I shall
confine myself to the first lot of eight acres. At the rate of £15 per acre,
which is not in the least extravagant, the labour expended in reclaiming
this lot equals the handsome sam of £130, and to require the individual
whose rightful property the fruit of this labour is, to compete for it at
the end of a lease against one who may not have the slighest interest
at stake, is altogether unjust. Butsuch, however, is the case as matters
now stand ; and my father, for instance, now pays rent for the above
mentioned lot to the same extent any other person would. This
grievance, moreover, is carried to an extreme when those who reclaim the
land are made to part with the fruit of their labour without compensa-
tion, whenever the proprietor sees it proper to unite a number of small
holdings in order to form a larger one. The evils which follow this way
of doing are manifold. The proprietor may to some extent benefit by
it, or he may not, but the industrivus peasantry who are turned out are
very often launched into poverty and misery. I can point to a district
which, thirty years ago, was divided into twenty-four small allotments,
These had been united to form one large holding, and the result has
been that not many years after the greater number of those removed
became the objects of parochial relief. 1 have to mention that crofters
complain not a little of extra burdens put upon them by the proprietor,
such as the granting each year of so0 many days of labour—for crofters
as a rule three days; and also their having to supply each year at rent
time a hen—or as it is now put, hen money. This is of minor importance
relatively, but I am requested to state it, however, as a grievance. The
three days’ lubour is meant {or the repairing of roads, &e., but the roads
notwithstanding are in such bad repair that the crofters can with
difficulty take half a load at a time from their houses to the nearest
county road. I have further to state that rents as at present are much
too high, and that & considerable reduction will have to be made to allow
¢ the crofters to make a comfortable living, In short, I have to state that
‘ in genetal they want such a reform of the Jand laws as will entitle them
¢ to a full compensation for all improvements effected by them, and will
¢ fix the land at a price sufficiently reasonable to enable them to make a
¢ good living out of it.’

40506, Mr Fraser-Wackintosh.—Did the proprietor of Findon ever do
anything for the improvement of the lands or houses +—XNo,

%0507. Are you entirely upon what was cnce the commonty of Mulbuie
—VYes.

40508. Was any land taken in before the commonty was divided 1—I
don't think there was—very little, if any.

L e . T N Y O N S N
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40509, Before the commonty was divided many of the crofters were

lower down —Yes.

40510. What estate was your father on before he went up+—On the
same estate, but lower down.
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40511. Who has got the land lower down that the people were npon
of ol 13—The farmer, William Jack, Braefindon farm.

407312, Is it a large farm 2—About 100 acres.

40513, You complain that your crofts are rather small; that is one of
the grievances 7—They do not say small. They cannot get them larger.
It is planted all round nearly, and the land is nearly takeun ig, all that is
left waplanted.

40514, Is the plantation come to that state that it is nearly ready for
cutting —1Yes, they are cutting it.

40315, Is it land that would reclaim +—Some parts would, and some
would not.

40516. Have you or the other tenants had any benefit of the grazing
tn the woods $—Not unless we paid for it.

40517, Then unless you got some extension by gefting the place
where the wood now stands, as it is cut down, there is nothing else on the
estate for you?—Yes, I understand the proprietor is going to cut down a
farm and make it into erofts again—one of the crofts that five or six
erofters were turned out of. 1 understand the proprietor is going to
make it into crofts again.

40318, What iz the name of that farm that is proposed to be cut
down 1—Greenleanock.

40519, Is it his intention, do you suppose, to accommodate his present
crofters and not to take in new ones -1 think it is to accommnodate the
present ones, and perhaps to take in some new ones, He spoke to my
father about taking part of it.

40520. And I suppose you are willing to do so upon reasonable terms 1
—T don'’t know, We are sorry for the farmer going out of it He is
going out through not being able to carry on with it.

40521. Yoo mean his present rent is too hight—Yes,

40522, You complain also that your present rents are too high%—
Yes.

40523, When were they raised last 1 —About nine years ago. :

40524. Was there a large increase made then?—Yes; my father was
ouly payiog £5, 5e. and it rose to £8.

40525. Without anything additional being given to him +—No, nothing
whatever.

40326, Is that increase something analogous to what was done to all
the other crofters +—VYes.

40527. Would you eonsider the rent it was nine years ago g fair rent
now +—The rents then were rather too high to make a living off them.

40528. Do you do any other work except on the farm t—2XNo, I just do
the work for my father. He is an old man, and not able to do if,

40529. Are you able to make a living out of it 7—XNo.

40530. Then how do you manage ?—1 happen to be fortunate enough
to have a little money made in my younger days, which I am spending
there now.

40531, And were it not for that external assistance, what would bave
been the cage F—My father would have been like 1 good many of the rest
—he would have been in the poorhouse or getting parochial relief.

40532. How many people may there be altogether on the Findon estate
that you represent -—Twenty-five heads of families.

40533. All paying rent +—No ; there are three families nob paying rent,
and two panpers.

40534, Are the people upon the adjoining estates complaining in the
same way t—VYes.

40535. Are they represented here to-day 1—Yes, b
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40536, Is their story much the same as yours?—Well, T think their
story is perhaps better than mine—some of them at any rate.

§0537. Findon was once part of the property of Sir James Mackenzie
of Scatwell }-—Yes.

40538, What was the rent when your father first went into the place —
He got the first five years of it free, and at the end of that he was charged
30s. He got twenty-five years of it at 30a. a year for the whole.

40539, What state are your buildings in +—Pretty good.

40540. Are they all your own +—Yes,

40541, Tf you require any repairs on your buildings do you get wood +—
We get it by buying it.

405432, Nothing given you gratuitously +—XNothing,

40543, Tsthat the general case upon the other estates 7—Yes, the general
run for the twenty-four crofters I have meutioned, and upon the whole
estate I may say it is the same.

40544, Are the younger members of the families of people like your-
self obliged to go abroad to earn their livelihood —Yes, and some of them
very young. I had to go when I was about nine years of age,

40545. Do such as go away in that way generally contribute semething
to the assistance of their parents +—Generally they do.

40346, Am I safe in saying that without that assistance they would
be hardly able to pull through+—They would be hardly able to pull
through.

40547, What you point to then is this, that there shoald be such & size
of croft as to enable the occupant to make a living out of it without any
other oceupation -—Yes.

40548, There has been a great deal of reclamation in what is called the
Black Islo district during these last sixty years, has there not?—VYes, a
great deal.

40549. Gradually done?—VYes, .

40550, Very much done, I presume, slso by what may be called the
crofter classes I—Yes.

40551, 'Was there much drainage done upon what may be called
Mulbnie +—Yes, all of it dons by the crofters themselves,

40552, But by drainage money from Government 3—Not much, T think,

40553, What is the extent of the plantation done on Findon estate that
you refer to %I could not say ; it will be over 200 acres, I think.

40554. Then supposing the wood has come to maturity and can be cut
down, that would be a great relief to the people if they got a share of it1—
Very little. Tt is bad land.

40555. Was that why it was planted #-~1 believe it was.

40556. Are you complaining of game in your part t—2Not very mnch
up where we are, but down at the shore they are complzining of rabhits,
but it iz such a poor place up at Mulbuie that rabbits will not live on it,

£0557. Sir Kenneth Muackenzie—Were these improvements made by
your father, under a lease in virtue of an agreement 1—Yes.

40558. When he took the lease 1t was understood he was to make these
improvements?—Yes,

40559, Did he expect when the thirty years were out—five years free
and twentyfive years at 30s.—to have to pay something more?—Hae
expeeted to have to pay a little more, but not so much as £3, 5s,

40560. On what principle do you think the rise shounld take place i a
case of that kind at the end of the lease, where thero is an agreement
that certain improvements shall be effected? To what extent would it
have been fair to make & rise, in your opinion }—About the double, T
think—£3 would have been plenty.
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40561. Decause he made the improvements himself 1—Yes.

40562, But he mads them under agreement. I suppose when he made
the agreement, he thought it would pay him to have it for twenty-five
years at the reduced rent 1—VYes.

q 40563, Liven if he had to Ieave it afterwards?—Yes, very likely he
id.

40564, And you think it did not pay him %—No, it never did.

40565, If the improvement cost, as you said, £15 an acre, that iz £120,
and if he had it for twenty-five years for 30s. when it would have let to
anybody else for £8, then the improvement must have paid him in that
time 1—No.

40566. Perhaps it is not worth £8 +—No.
hk40567' But somebody else would give £8 if he gave it up now —Very
ikely.

40568. And therefore the proprietor was sacrificing during that time
rent to the value of £6, 10s. for twenty-five years?—Yes.

40569, And that would come to more than £120%—Yes.

40570. The Chairman.—You were asked how the increase of reunt in
your opinion ought to be made. You allow that your father took this
ground first of all for no rent, and afterwards for a low rent for a certain
term of years, and that he expected that at the end of the term there
would have been some rise +—Yes. |

40571. In your opinion, how do you think under those citcumstances
the rise ought to be arranged 1—1I think, if they had only doubled it, and
put on £3 instead of £3, ba.

40572, That is your personal opinion as to the amount it ought to have
been raised to, but I don’t ask you that, T ask you how the question
should be settled,—what ought the proprietor to do to settle it +—1I don’t
know.

40573. Do you think it would be a good thing that there should be a
valuator appointed —VYes, I certainly think so.

40574. How should the valuation be made %—Tf my father was to put
a man there and the laird another—two practical men who know the
nature of the ground.

40575, And suppose they disagreed 7—Cet a thirdsman in then,

40576, Who should name the thirdsman? Should they agree about
the thirdsman, or should he be named by somebedy else 1 think he
should be named by the landlord.

40577. Then the landlord in that case would have two men?—Yes,
but if he was a just man he would show no favour.

Do%arp Mackexzig, Crofter and Carpenter, Newton of Ferintosb,
Culloden Estate (53)—examined.

40578, The Chairman.—Will you read your statement to ws3—°1,
¢ Donald Mackenzie, crofter and carpenter, Newton of Ferintosh, aged fifty-
¢ thres years, attended a crofters’ meeting at Culbokie, on the 20th
¢ Beptember. I was unanimously elected as delegate to give evidenco
¢ before the Crofters’ Royal Commission, for the district of Newton of
¢ Ferintosh, forming part of the estate of Duncan Forbes, Esq. of Culloden.
¢ This district consists of twenty holdings, whose rents are from £3, 10s,
“up to £50. The acreage under cultivation, pasture, and water cannot
¢ with accuracy be stated, as in some cases tenants don’t know the exteut,
? ¢herefore on that point I shall not enter. Myself being one of the
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¢ punber, T humbly beg leave to be permitted 4o state part of my grievances,
‘ and by doing so my case will apply to the majority of eases in the dis-
¢ trict for which I am appointed. My forefathers so far back at least as
* that T am one of the fifth generation, first oceupied small holdings in the
¢ Jow part of the estate, cultivating patches of land, from which in course
¢ of time they were removed step by step furtber up. When at last, my
¢ grandfather was near the top, where himself and others took possessions
‘1in a piece of land, they thought no proprietor could interfere with them,
‘-the place being a common open for all.  The first man that took posses-
¢ sion, whose children are still alive, can prove that their father has been
¢ for upwards of twenty years at least uumolested and rent free, no laird
* ar factor to trouble them, until the year 1827, when in that year the
¢ whole commonty was taken possession of by the lairds. To prove that,
1 find, in the Transactions of the Highland and Agricultural Society of
¢ Seotland, 4th series, vol. ix. page 118, year 1877, that the commonty
* consisting of 7044 acres has been divided in the following manner by
¢ Lord Ordinary Mackenzie, iz the Court of Session, on 10th July 1827,
¢ Fortrose 637 Scots acres, Cromarty 577, Kileoy 550, Flowerburn 523,
¢ Scatwell 446, Newhall 411, Ferintosh 370, Redcastle 358, Allangrange
¢ 245, Conanside 196, Drynie 158, Avoch 127 ;—the rest to small pro-
¢ prietors. The proprietors got these lands without any payment, and
* amongst the nember (to their shame), the Established ministers had a
¢ ghare in the spoil ; and I bear testimony that one of them at least has
f treated the occupant of that portion he got in a most cruel manner,
¢ Soon after thig division, the occupants of this district were subjected to
¢ pay the nominal rent of a hen to Culloden. My holding at that time
* was occupied by a woman, her rent a hen. In 1828, she gave up the
¢ place to my father, upon condition of paying her £5 for the small hut
“she had, which he did. Al the land under cultivation on his entry
¢ would only requirs one half bushel of oats to sow it.  His rent was fixed
“at 2s, 6d. and a hen, but no lease;in that position he continued till
¢ 1855, when in that year Mr Morrison, Jand snrveyor, Inverness, formed
*the lots as thoy now stand, reducing some, adding to others. Part of
 another lot was added to my father's, whose possessor had died, all the
‘ land under cuitivation in both lots, being about four or five acres; whole
¢ extent of lot so formed was 19 acres 3 roods 25 poles, arable and pasture
¢ put together. In that year he entered into a lease of uineteen years, at
‘ the yearly rent of £3, 10s. By a clause in the leases, all the erofters were
¢ bound to improve at least one-tenth of their pasture yearly during the
* currency of their leases. My father, as well as all the other crofters in
¢ the district, began improvement in right earnest. In 15874 that lease was
¢ ended, and Mr Paterson, land surveyor, Tnverness, measured and valued
‘ our crofts, with the view of our entering into new leases. In that year
* my father’s lot was found to contain 16 acres 3 roods 38 poles under
* cultivation, 2 acres 3 roods 27 poles under pasture, including sites of
¢ houses, roads, and marches, where stones taken out of ground were placed.
¢ Every acre improved cost £20 per acre at least, before a erop could be got
‘ out of it ; taking 161 acres at that rate, the whole cost £330—building
¢ of houses, the length of which is 114 feet, cost £140; both put together
¢ amounts to £470; and to add to his loss (as well ag to the loss of all the
* erofters in the district) they did not get the benefit of two crops, and in
¢ many instaunces of one crop of the improvement done towards the latter
*end of lease. And further, duaring the time he was improving the land,
“ he had to purchase the most of the provisions necessary for himself and
‘ family, which consisted of five sons and a daughter, all of them helping
¢ him on with the improvements, with all their might and main, expecting
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¢ that by their doing so, their parents would be made comfortable in their
‘ old age, and reap the benefit of the fruits of their labour and expenditure.
* But, lo! they experienced the contrary., As soon as Mr Paterson had
¢ tinished his survey of valuing our crofts, his value for my father’s evoft
“was £7, a3 can be seen from the valuation roll for the county of Russ
¢ for that year, and all the other crofters’ places in proportion o that. Our
¢ superiors it seems were not satisfied with his valuation, as three of their
‘ number made a fying survey over our crofts, viz, Duncan Forbes of
¢ Culloden, and his relative Captain now Major Warrand, Ryefield, and
¢ Mr Fraser, factor, now provost of Inverness. Their survey finished, we
¢ were called to Inverness to the factor’s office, with the view of entering
‘ into new leases. Endurance of lease was to be fifteen years; the copy of
‘ lease shown us contaioed so many clauses and conditions for us to fulfil
‘as would even baffie Solomon himself—the whole sum and substance
¢ tying the poor crofter band and feet, in the fetters of slavery and bondage,
“and opening every door of escape to the landlerd. My father was told
* by the factor that Mr Paterson valued his croft at £17, but the factor
¢ did not show him the valuation bouk, only his own word. Against such
‘ an enormous rent my father strongly protested ; he found it was nothing
¢ short of insanity to accept of a lease at such a rent laid entirely on his vwn
¢ improvements. All the erofters in the districts have been similarly deals
*with. As we could do nothing with the faetor, my father and myself
¢ went purposely to see Culloden. When near the house, Mr Duncan Forbes
‘ now Culloden, met us., He told us that Culloden was at home, and that
* we would see him; he also said he kuew Culloden would give usall
* manuer of justice. Upon our arrival, word was sent us from Culloden
* that we could not see him to-day ; ordered us a dram to go home~—thet he
* would soon see us all right (a promise still unperformed). We thought
‘ this a strange treatment from our proprietor, after travelling twelve miles
‘to see him. Next step we were ordered to meet our factor at the Muir
* of Ord market, which we did. On meeting, my fether asked him, was
‘ he in earnest in saying that £17 was meant as rent for his croft.  He said
‘ he was, to which my father said, “God forbid !” to which he angrily said,
¢ “Poof man, keep God out,” to which I said, *“Well, Mr Fraser, it is my
¢ opinion that by keeping God out, the works of men shall not prosper.”
‘ That finished the business that day, After that my uncle, who is my next
* neighbour, and myself went to see Major Warrand, to see if we would
¢ get any advice or satisfaction from him. He said he had nothing to do
! with the management of the estate ; but on coming to close guarters with
* him he took some papers oat of his pocket, and asked what my rent was.
“Isaid £17. He said that was the factor’s mistake ; that it was only £16.
‘ He also told me the acreage of my croft, and advised us to plough cur
‘Jots, and if we were turned out, we would get payment for our work
¢ On speaking to him for my uncle, who had no English, whose rent was
‘ raised from Bs. by degrees to £6, he sald * Tell your uncle that myself will
* give £6, 104 for his eroft ;” and when my uncle went next to Inveruess
‘ to see the factor his rent was £6, 10s. In my opinion, this case clearly
¢ ghows who had the most blame in raising the rents, and we all believe it.
* Pleadings and arguments were used between factor and tenants, which
* lasted for upwards of & year and a half, but in vain. Then my father
‘ got notice from the factor, that it was Culloden’s good pleasure to reduce
‘his rent £2—that his rent would be £14; and if he did not come to
* terms within ten days he might look ot for himself. All the district were
‘ put into the same position. Placed in such circumstances, we found
“we were at the mercy of our landlerd, and as some of our number
¢ experienced the crucl and unmerciful sufferings of a furmer eviction we
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‘ drended a sccond.  About the year 1845 there had been sizteen families
‘ evicted wholesale in this district, and their places given to three persons ;
* two of these became bankrupts, and their effects taken possession of by
‘ the landlord, and the third had been swmmoned for his reut not long
‘ ago, and who is now struggling. T myself witnessed that evietion, and
‘ can name all the families. Some of them had scattered throughout the
‘ country, but the most of them died receiving the paltry pittance allowed
‘ by the Parochial Board. Only three of their rumber were favoured with
* places on the estate. I also remember other two places on the estate,
¢ evicted wholesale with about as many families in each as the one I
¢ alluded to. In such a position placed, we were forced to submit. My
¢ father gigned the lease and I along with him, Qur rent £14, assess
‘ ments £1, 33, ¢d., we have to pay annually £15, 3s. 44, for our own
fimprovements in reclainting waste barren moors, in building all the
‘ necessary houses without ever receiving any help or aid in any
‘ manner whatever from our proprietor. Sowing large aund reaping little,
‘ land light and poor at its best. Some of our number their holdings are
¢ flooded with water, and when they complain a deaf ear is given. With
* many of us our houses must necessarily be rebuilt; and the question with
¢ many to solve i3, how many of us are sunk in debt, iucurred in the vast
¢ improvements done, which instead of being relieved from by earning the
¢ fraits of our life-long labours, we have been more sadly burdened by our
¢ being rack-rented to the backbone. Past experience teaches us that many
‘ of us have heen bound slaves to our proprietors from the éradle to the
¢ grave, and all owing to our country’s bad laws. The following remedies
“are wanted :-—1. A fair rent fized by impartial judges; 2. Fixity of
f tenure as long as the rents so fixed be paid ; 3. Compensation for past
¢and future improvements; 4. That large farms be broken down; 5.
¢ That deer forests be entirely abolished.

40579, Mr Froser-Mackintvsh.—Did you write this paper I—Every
word of it, without any help whatever.

40580. Was it submitted to all the other crofters, and do they concur
in it7—Yes, quite so.

40581, The Chairman.—The complaiunts here are of the same nature as
the complaints made to us by previous witnesses on other estates. We
uuderstand the nature of the complaints and for that reason we do not
ask you any questions %—Thers is nothing there but what I witnessed my-
self, and 16 is just the plain truth,

Wnrran Guxn, Factor on the Cromartie Estate, Strathpeffer (44)—
examiued,

40588, The Chairman.—You desire to make some statement in con-
nection with what has been said here to day?—1I do. T desire to make
a few general statements with reference to the crofter holdings in the
Strathpeffer district, and afterwards to refer briefly to the leading points
in the evidence given by the delegates from that qmarter. ‘ On the
¢ Btrathpeffer property of the Duchess of Sutherland and Countess of
¢ Cromartie there are eighty-three crofters, paying rents ranging from £2
‘ to £30. Of these there are fifty-seven on the heights or southern slopes of
¢ the valley, nine in the township of Park, and seventeen in Gower or Knock-
¢ farell. Forty-nine tevants pay reuts under £10, twenty-six pay £10 and up
‘ to £20, and six pay £20 and up to £30. There are six holdings ranging
* from £30 to £100, six from £100 to £200, three from £200 to £400, and
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‘ only one above £400—total rental from crofts, £760. Tt will, I think
¢ be adinitted that this regular gradation of holdings gives all classes a chance,
¢ and especially the industrious crofter. T believe I am correct in saying
‘ that the crofters on the Strathpeffer property hold now every inch of
*arable ground that they ever possessed. I may here mention that the
*only improvable ground of any extent was reclaimed by the proprietor
¢ between the years 1848 and 1850, viz., what are commonly known as the
* Knockfarell or Gower allotments, extending to close upon 130 acres,
* which were reclaimed at an expense to the proprietor of £2868, or as
* nearly as possible £20 an acre.  The intention, I believe, was to provide
¢ gsuitable crofts for sowe cottars in the village of Achterneed; but it
“happened that a colony of erofters, who were removed from another estate
‘to the numher of eighteen families, applied for this new land, and the
* Duchess of Sutherland (thea Marchioness of Stafford) yielded to their im-
¢ portunities, and gave them possession, granting them leases and materials
¢ with which to build houses. It is due to these people to say that, with
* scarcely an exception, they have proved to be excellent tonants in every
“respect. 'They are industrious, and farm systematically and well, and of
“ this we have the best evidence in the fact that they pay their rents
* regularly, and that within the last few years most of them have substan-
‘ tinily improved their houses, four of which have lately been slated. I
* have locked up the old records, and find that some fifty years ago, and
¢ prior to that, the grazing of the southern division of Wyvis were held by
* the tenants on the Heights of Strathpeffer. T have been unable to trace
¢ exactly what the arrangement was, but I believe the tenure was a yearly
‘ one, & few of the principal lotiers being responsible for the rent, which I
¢ find in 1835 was only £25 a year. At that time the rent was returned
¢ in the name of Kenneth Maclennan, who, I find, gave up the holding in
¢+ 1839, leaving the rent in arrear. It has been stated that these people
“ were deprived of this grazing, but my information is that the tenauts
‘could not agree among themselves about its management. It is well
* known that in these days they were unable to stock all this prazing, and
¢ that they were in the habit of taking in horses and ecattle from the Black
¢ Isle and other places, and summering them on this pasture, in order to
¢ gnable them to pay even the small rent then exacted. This grazing was
¢ subsequently let, in conjunction with Glenskaich proper, to a Mr James
¢ Scott, who held it until his death in 1862, when it fell into the hands of
¢ the proprietrix. The farm was so held until 1872, when it was left to
¢ Messrs Arras, Fodderty, at & rent of £275. Seeing that this grazing
* was in the proprietrix’s own hands for & period of ten years, it does seem
* atrange that no proposal was made by these tenants for re-zequiring it
¢ If they are in sarnest now in their wish to have it again, it seems to me
¢ that they ought in common fairness and courtesy to have made their
¢ wishes kuown in the usual way instead of bringing it forward here as a
¢ grievance. In 1860, seven years before I had anything to do with the
* management, nineteen years’ leases were granted to almost all the tenants
*in the Heights of Strathpefler. These leases exptred in 1879, It was a
¢ stipulation of the lease that the tenant should give six days’ labour by
¢ himself or substitute, or three days’ labour with a horse and cart, each
¢ year for making or repairing roads or other useful works. It was, how-
¢ ever, found somewhat difficult at times to put this stipulstion into
¢ practice. It was, therefore, deemed advisable on the expiry of the lease
¢ to enter into a different arrangement—the 'intention being to let the
¢ repair of the roads to a contractor, and to add a small sum to the rents
¢in lieu of the stipulated labour. The yearly value of the labour was
¢ 15s,, but when revising the rents this sum was only imposed in the case
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‘ of a few of the largest apd best lots; while in the case of ‘some twenty
¢ tenants there was norise of any kind asked, while in some instances there
¢ was a reduction made. The revised rents, kowever, have not as yet been
¢ levied ; whether they will be or pot I am unable to say. These rents
¢ average under £1 per acre, which considering the situation, the quality
¢ of much of the land, proximity to a railway station and to good markets,
‘cannot be regarded as other than reasonable. I may add that ab
¢ Strathpeffer, now so largely frequented during the Spa season, there is
* almost an unlimited demand for dairy produce, poultry, and eggs, and
¢ while there are some who do take advautage of this ready market, there
¢ are many who do not. While there are some industrious, good tenants,
¢ we have, I am sorry to say, some quite the reverse, There is the case
¢ of Alexander (ray, mason and crofter. I mention this case in connee-
¢ tion with the position this man took up as chairman of a meeting of a
¢ few of the tenants and some ontsiders, ealled to discuss the tenants' so-
¢ called grievances. Alexander Gray became tenant at Martinmas 1863,
* He came Irom another estate, when his offer of £10 for a ten acre croft
‘ was accepted. He paid the first half year’s rent, but not ancther penny
f until 1868, when he paid other £5, leaving five years’ rent—4£50, 153 —
fin arrears. Upon representing this matter to the Duchess of Sutherland
‘ and her advisers, I was iustructed to write off this sum of £50, upon
¢ Gray giving an assurance that he would pay up afterwards. How he
* has kept that promise may best be judged from the fact that at this
* momeut he owes over three years rent. He is a mason totrade, and hag
‘ a fair croft of ten acres arable and slated house for £10 a year. I ask
*is there another proprietor in SBeotland who would have shown the same
¢ indulgence? Some reference has been made to myself personally in the
‘ course of statements made by the delegates. In the first instance, 1
* would refer to the statements of Donald Macdonald He occupies a
¢ croft containing 15 acres 2 roods 7 polss of old arable, at a rent of £14,
“13s. 7d. There was an increase of something more than a pound proposed
*to be put on. It is very fair land, with a southern exposure, accessible
to good roads, and within a few hundred yards of a railway station.
¢ This delegate admitted that sixty years ago this land was worth 12s,
¢ per acre. T submit that a rise of 8s. per acre in sixty years is not
‘ unrezsonable in the circumstances. This, and the other delegate, John
‘ Rose, in the statements they have made, have principally dwelt upon
‘ things which they say happened eighty years sgo. These statements
‘ which they have now brought forward as grievances [ have heard to-day
¢ for the first time, and I do think it would ouly have been fair and
‘ reasonable that if they reslly felt aggrieved they should in common
‘ fairness have acquainted us of this and asked for redress. They did
‘ pothing of the kind. They sald & great deal in disparagement of the
¢ late factor, Mr Scott. I venture to say that Mr Seott was a just and
¢ bonourable man, who held his responsible position for a period of very
¢ near half a century with the entire confidence of his constituents—the
¥ late Cromartie and his daughter, the present Duchess of Sutherland—
“and I venture to say that neither Cromartie nor the Duchess of Suther-
# land would keep in their service any factor who would do an unjust or
¢ unkind thing to any of their tenants. Slight reference has been made
¢ to myself in this matter, which induces me to ask you to allow me to
‘read a short petition signed by these people in 1879 :—* Heights of
¢ Strathpefer, 26th September 1879.—William Gunn, Esq., Strathpeffer.
¢ 8ir,—We beg respectfully to approach, through you, the Duke and
¢ Duchess of Sutherland on the subject of the proposed in..ease on ocur

rents, which you informed ws was to begl  at the last term. While we
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¢ have found that in prosperous times, when erops and prices were good,
¢ it was sometimes a difficult matter to gather our rents, we think you will
* agree with us in thinking that the present year is anything but promising
¢ for bearing additional burdens. With a succession of bad harvests, and
¢ fulling prices for stock aund grain, and with no immediate prospects of
¢ matters mending ; and when we hear that other landed proprietors are
¢ allowing deductions off their present rents, we trust that our own noble
¢ proprietrix will take the matter into consideration, and will, at least,
¢ postpone laying on the new rents at present. We beg to add that
¢ from your past courtesy and kindness to us, we have every confidence
¢ that you will only recommend what is fair and riglt in submitting the
* matter o their Graces, and hoping to have a favourable reply to our
¢ application.” Here follow the names of thirty tenants. Now I beg respect-
¢ fully to say that I think this at least is a certificate from those peogle that
¢ prior to the year 1879 I have treated them with courtesy aud kindness.
¢ I would ask them if by anything I have done siee 1879 I have lost their
¢ eonfidence. I am always accessible. T see them frequently. I am not
“ aware of ever turning a man away without listening to his complaint, if he
¢ had one. T have always striven honestly and eonscientiously, if there was
¢ a grievance, to do my best to redress it, or at any rate to represent it.’

40583, I did not understand there was any imputation made against
you personally for want of kindness or aceesstbility +—Some of the state-
ments made by the delegate Rose certainly implied that. I am very glad
to hear that your ILordship thivks otherwise, because that was my
impression.

40584. The point upon which I would rather consult you is the general
question of the rise of rent upon improvemeuts made by small tenants.
The general statement made te us was this, that at a remote period certain
parties were moved from a more fertile and favoured part of the estate and
earried gradnally up to the higher ground, where I think for a space of
about twenty years they remained as sub-tenants at the will or at the
orders of the large farmer; that about sixty years ago those tenants had
been placed in direct relations with the landlord, and at that time their
rents had been fixed 1n money at a sort of average of about 12s. an acre;
that this rental had remained unaltered for & good number of years; that
it had then been increased to 16s. an acre ; that it had stood for along time
also at that rent, and that very recently an additional rise of 3s. an acre
had been imposed, which, however, had not yet been exacted. We under-
stood also, from the examination of particular witnesses, that the rental at
the present moment upon arable ground among these small tenants was
from 16s. to £1 per acre. Well, now, is that a pretty correct statement
of the course by which the arable property held by small tenants bas been
formed +—It would seem to me that their statements have gone back for
s period of eighty years. My connection with this property bas only
extended over fifteen or sizteen years, It is impossible for me to say what
might have occurred sixty or eighty years ago. I believe that the state-
ments made by them are open to question, but I am not prepared at this
moment to state distinctly to what extent that is so. I believe that the
then proprictor of the Cromartie estate, Mr John Hay Mackenzie, was not
the man to have disturbed tenants and removed them on fo a barren moor
without taking the matter into consideration and dealing kindly by them.

40585, But without having a very accuraete knowledge of what cceurred
sixty or eighty years ago, you must have a general impression from the
traditions of the country as to whether these arable lands aupon the higher
part of the country have been formed by the labour of the people, or
whether they have been formed by co-operation or by the expenditure of
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the landlord !—1I am quite prepared to admit that it is extremely likely
that these crofts have at somse remote period been improved by the ances-
tors of the present tenantry.

40586, Are you able to inform me whether iu the course of reclamation
the small tenantry were under any regulations by which they were assisted
in any particular points by the proprietor—whether the proprietor contri-
buted in any specific manner to the erection of houses, the improvemeut
of land, the creation of fences and roads, or in any other way I am not
awars that anything but the course usual in such circumstances was
adopted, and that was to charge a nominal rent, giving the improver time,
and assisting him by giving him materials for his buildings,

40387. Can you state that materials were given for buildings? We
have heard for instance that rough wood has been given. Can you state
that any other description of assistance, with reference to lime or with
reference to stome, or at the erection of the buildings, was given—Of
recent years assistance has been given in the shape of timber and slate, the
slate to be repaid at interest, 4 per cent. being charged for the use of it.

40588. But, practically speaking, I suppose as you say, in conformity
with what was the custom very generally in the country, these waste lands
were reclaimed under a nowminal rental by the pzople themselves I—Yes.

40589. Well, at the termination of the first lease, or, where there was
no lease, at the termination of a life, or of a long period, an increase of
rental is imposed. How have those increases of rental on this estate been
imposed? Have they been imposed by an amicable or arbitrary arrange.
ment between the tenant and proprietor, or by valuation, or at the discre-
tion of the proprietor alone?—I am unable to answer exactly what the
arrangement was when the leases to which I refer in my statemocnt were
entered into, whether there was a regular valuativn by an experienced
valuator or not,—but I was not aware thera was any grievance felt as to
the amount charged on that occasion till I heard it here to-day.

40590. I suppose I may assume that on this property—as I daresay in
some others—the increased reuntal has in reality been imposed at the dis-
cretivn of the proprietor and his agents 7—Yes, but with the concurrence of
the tenants.

40591. That is to say, if the tenant did not agree, he was at liberty to
go away i—Quite 50 ; but as & matter of fact they never bad occasion to
leave,

40592, I would like to have your opinion upon this system. We have
heard a very general expression of opinion here and elsewhere, that it scems
a bard thing that people should expend the labour of a lifetime in forming
a real value upoun property and then at the end of a period-—it may be a
long pericd—the value of the land should be estimated, and that they
shonld be charged a rental just as if they bad bad no share in the improve-
ment of the ground. What do you think yourself would be an equitable
gystem1 Do you think the system that has hitherto obtained is equitable,
or do you think that at the expiration of an improving lease thera should
be some kind of valuation by disinterested parties as estimating the value of
the improvements by the tenants I—>Most decidedly. T think that is only
fair and right with respect to any improvements made by the tenant, if he
can show he has not derived the full value of them ; but if he has during
a long period of years held the land at a low or comparatively nominal rent,
I held that during that period he has been recouped for his outlays, and
reatly there must be a limit to the period of time when & tenant can claim
meliorations for his improvements.

40593. We shall all agree that there must be a limib of time, but the
question is whether there must not also be a limit of degree. Are you
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aware that o any cases improving leases of that kind in this country have
been granted, with the prevision that if the tenant leaves at the end of the
lease he shall be reimbursed for improvement in the soil by a certain
amount per acre —1 am not aware of any such,

40594. 1 think I have seen the draft of such leases in this county, and
I think also such a lease was mentioned to us at Bonar Bridge. I think it
is only quite proper, if a tenant can show, on entering on a lease or when he
is leaving, that he has really left any value,—anything that has enbanced
the value of tho subject,—and that he has not derived the full advantage
of his improvements, he ought to get the benefit in some shape or form.

40595, But might it not be very difficult at the end of a long lease at
a low rental, having reference to ground originally waste,—might it not be
very difficult for the tepant to show in how far he has been rcimbursed,
and in how far he has not been reimbursed for a long series of years? I
mean, might there not be & sort of friendly view of the subject —Quite so.
That is quite the best view to take of it, and we have never had any diffi-
culty hitherto that I have heard of till to-day.

40596. Have you ever in aby case assessed and paid unexhausted
improvements to a small tenant %—No, we have hardly ever had a change,
Reference was made to one instance in which there was a change, and that
is the case of a2 man named Satherland. This man, I believe I am correct
in saying, was grieve on one of the best hoeldings in the neighbourhood,
ITe ought to be a competent judge of the subject. He saw it. He could
judge for himself. Ie made an offer for it, which was accepted. That
offer was £3 or £4 above the rent paid by the outgoing tenant.

40597. Had you several offers for that farm - We had only one offer.
I believe it was not advertised. Indeed I don't recollect of any instance
in which we advertised crofter holdings.  'We rarely have a change.

40598. How do you deal with buildings? Has compensation in any
case been given for unexhausted improvements in Luildings 7—I cannot
recollect any case where such a thing was called for.

40599, In fact, there have been very few changes T—Very few chunges.
The rent is exacted for the land, not for the buildings, but I certainly say
that if any application was made by a tenant who could show that he had
really of recent years improved his buildings and left anything material in
their value, that would be considered.

40600, Will you tell me, if I may be allowed to ask it, what motive was
there for the recent projected increase of rental intended about three years
ago?! Were the times particularly favourable for imposing an increase of
rental on that farm {—1It was simply this. As you are aware, these hold-
ings were held under lease, and at the expiry of the lease it is usual to
have a rearrangement. In this case it was one of the stipulations of
their lease that the people were to give so many days' service for the re-
pairing and improving of a road which was made for their own accommo-
dation at the expense of the proprietor,

40601. And the projected increase of rental three years ago was entirely
for the purpose of commuting services +—To a very great extent it was.
But in answer to the petition which was made, and in consideration of
the fact that that particular season was a very bad one, this small increase,
onh an average not quite 13s. on each holding, was remitted.

40602, Was the projected increase wholly in the way of commutation
for services, or was there some clear increase 7—The whole holdings were
revised, and, as [ mentioned, in some cases there was no increase whatever.
In these this lahour charge was remitted entirely ; and in other cases there
may have been a slight increase, bub more to equalise rents. In some
instances there was a reduction from the original rent under the lease.
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40603. So virtually, in your opinion, there was no increase !—I don't
consider there was.

40604, How has it been with farms of another character +—1IF they had
happened to be out of lease three years ago, would there have been a
dimimution or an jucrease '—In the immediate neighbourhood, separated
from the holding of one of the delegates who appeared lere to-day, there
is the farm of Keppoch. That was let at a cousiderable increase of rent ;
—in faet, the rent is very nearly £2 per acre for land just simply separated
by a hedge from land held by tenants at 23s. or 24s. or Jess.

40603, Are youable to state, then, with reference to arable ground con-
sidered apart, that the rent of the arable ground in the larger farms is
decidedly higher +—Yes ; and it isright it should be higher. It has many
circumstances in its favour. It is lower, it is richer soil; and during a
long series of years it has been better farmed and mannred. And then
there is another consideration, that on the farm there are extensive build-
ings, and I am quite free to admit that the crofter who pays £1 or £1, 1s.
per acre really puts as much into the proprietor’s pocket as the larger
tenant who pays the larger rent. -

40606. Is there any waste ground now in conrse of being taken up by
the tenants -—XNot at this monent, but I may mention that there are
pitches of waste land attached to most of those crofts on the slopes of the
Strath, extending in all to about one hundred and fifty acres. There has
been no let or hindrance to these people. They could have reclaimed that
land, but I believe they find it very useiul as pasture outrun.  That gues
in with the arable area.

40607. Mr Cameron.—With regard to the difficulty of ascertaining how
far a tenant has been reimbursed for his outlay, and what period should be
fixed after which he should not be credited auy more for outlay, would not,
in your opinion, the most satisfactory way of meeting the dificuity be a
free arrangement by way of a lease contracted between the parties, which
should be fixed upon at the beginning of the tenaney, and which should
come to an end in the natural course of events +—Clearly ; I think that is
quite a feasible and good arrangement.

40608, That would meet the difficulty az to the neriod after which the
tenant’s interest in his improvements shonld be considered to have been
exhausted 9—Yes., I have an explavation to give with regard to the
leases, which I omitted before, A statement was made that certain of the
tenants paid 10s, for a lease which they never obtained. Now, Mr Fraser
Mackintosh hit upon the explanation, Those leases had to be signed
before notaries, and the charge was made by those two notaries, with
whom the estate had nothing whatever to do. I believe the originals of
all these leases are in the eatate office. What has become of the duplicates
I am unable to say. I will say, however, for Mr Andrew Smith, the
Duke’s agent, that I feel snre he is not the man to take any man’s money
without giving him value for it, and I feel surprised that the 10s. should
have been paid by those people without getting their leases. Why they
have not got them I am unable to say.

40609, To return to the question I have just asked; supposing the
subject to be dealt with by the tenant was a peculiarly difficult one, and
one the outlay on which could not be fairly reimbursed to bim in an ordi-
nary peried of nineteen years, might it not be competent for the landlord
and tenant, instead of nineteen years, to enter into still longer leases, such
as thirty years 7—Quite so,

40610. So it would remain for the tenant, when he saw the subject on
which he was to work, to say, ‘I cannot enter on so short a lease as nine-
¢ teen years ; I shall require & longer period then that.” In any case might
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it not be the subject of agresment between the two?—Yes, and T may
Temark that I think the statement was made by the delegates that they had
asked renewals of their leases and had been refused. 1 am here to say
that that is not the case. One of these delegates, Rose, did ask fora
lease. He afterwards came and said he had a difficulty with his partner,
who was an old man, in coming to an arrangement, and that for the
present he would like the matter deferred. I have repeatediy told those
tenants who had a great deal of land to reclaim that we were willing to
enter into a new lease with them and give them as long a lease as was
desired, provided that this land would be reclaimed.

40611, In regard to the general condition of the tenantry on the Strath-
peller estate, what is your experience of their general condition as com-
pared with tensnts in a similar position on neighbouring estates 7—1 may
say I am pretty well acquainted with the neighbouring estates, and I am
bound to say I bave heard it repeatedly said by managers who have come
here that they do not know any class of tenantry anywhere who have such
an appearance of comfort as they have,

40612, 'Have you any difficalty as to arrears of rent ¥ Have the tenants
been at all backward in paying their rent 7—TUpon the whole, we have
very little difficulty, There is considerable arrear just now, because we
have no desire to be harsh in times which have lately been not good ; but
as a rule these arrears are standing in the names of some of the tenants
wlo, as I said, are not so industrious as they might be.

40G13. Have they given you any reason for their being in arrears from
any special misfortunes that have happened to them #—I caunct recollect
any case in which auy such reason has been given.

40614, With refersuce to the smaller class of crofters on this estate,
what opportunities have they for maintaining themselves and their families
otherwise than by the proceceds of their croft] How is it in regard to
labour 2] am very glad you have asked that question. Ever since I
have had to do with the property, a very large sum has been expended
upon estate improvements, and as a rule the people living on the property
always have the first echance of that labour when they are disposed to do
it. So that for the last dozen years very large sums have been expended,
and a great deal of that money has gone iuto the pockets of the residenters
on the property,

40615. But is there much demand for lahour outside the bounds of the
property, in the surrounding district ! Is there any scarcity of labour ¢—
There is great scarcity of labour ; indesd the large farniers complain of the
great difliculty they bave in getting labour at harvest and other busy
times, ’

40616, Is there much building going on in the neighbourhood I—Yes,
a very considerable extent of building in Strathpeffer; it is a growing

lace.

406817, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Yon hear of the case of a tenant on your
estate who was paying £6 of rent and was living in a state of great misery
in regard to his bedding ; now your attention is drawn to that case, I sup-
pose you will took into it +—DMost decidedly. I was extremely surprised
to hear that statement, and I should like toknow who the party 1s. Iam
pretty well acquainted with every tenant on the property. We had a
meeting of the Parochial Board the other day, and it seems extraordinary
that such a ecase counld occur without my knowledge, and it seems still
more strange that the man who came to make the statement should not
have acquainted me with it,

40618. But this person is not on the Parochial Board 7—Then it ie still
more sarpriging.

8r
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40619. The Chairnan.—If the delegate is here he is at perfect liberty,
ag far as I am concerned and with dus respect to the feelings of the crofter,
to state the name? [No response.]|—Well, I can only say I am very much
inclined to disbelieve the statement.

40620, Idon't wish you to say anything of that kind. You would have
no diffienlty in finding itout in a benevolent manner privately +—Quite so,
I shall make inquiries,

40621, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—1 just want to ask two or three ques-
tions about game on the estate. One of the delegates stated here that
the Hares and Rabbits Act is a dead letter on the estate as far as the eroft-
ing pepulation is coneerned, and stated the reason why. Was his belief
welt founded, that if they protected themselves they were liable to be
evicted at next term 7T think, on further inguiry by the Chairman, he
elicited the information that no one was harshly dealt with in connaction
with the game, and I am prepared to confirm the statement that in no case
within my knowledge has any tenant been visited in any unkindly wayin
connection with game.

40622, But the point T refer to is this, that the delegate states that, in
point of fact, they did not protect themselves from game as they would
under the Act of Parliament, becanse they were afraid they would be
evieted. Can you give an assurance on the part of the proprietrix that if
they do exercise such power as they bave uuder the Act of Parliament it
will not be to their prejudice I—Certainly ; they are guite at liberty to
exercise any powers they have under the Act of Parliament, without pre-
judice.

40623, That being so, I will refer to one or two cases which I am told
have ocenrred in times past.  On any occasion have you taken any steps
against any of the tenants for scaring away the game that were committing
depredations upon their corn —T am not aware of any.

4062+, Did you not upon one occasion, or more than one oceasion, fine
two men two guineas, as I am informed, for scaring deer from Ben Wyvis
deer forest I have no recollection of the circumstance.”

40625. Do you recollect fining a young man £1, 1s, who was found
in possession of an old pistol for the puarpose of scaring away game?—1I
have no recollection of the circumstance. It might have been, If the
man was guilty of poaching, it is very likely his case may have been
taken up.

40626. T understand the cases I am referring to were acts upon your
owa part in your factorial capacity, and not sitting in a regular court.
You can surely recolleet whether it is so or not +—T have no racollection of
the circumstance you have referred to. It might have been done by the
lessee of the shootings, but [ have no recollection of deing it by authority
of the proprietrix,

40627, Did they all come from one estate, those people the Duchess
kindly took on1—Yes, I belive they did.

40628, What estate was it +—I would rather not mention names. It
ig a matter that is well known.*

ALExaxDER FRASER, Provost of Inverness, Factor for Culloden and
Ferintosh (61)—examined.

40629, The Chairman.—Have you's statement to make 7—I have,
40630. Will you be so good as to read it —* In making a statement as
to the Barony of Ferintosh, it would be right to keep in view tha circum.
* Bee also evidence of Mr Gunn at Edinburgh, p. 3248.
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‘ stances under which the ancestors jof the present proprietor inherited
‘these lands. The population was much increased beyond what the pro-
‘ duce of the soil would naturally maintain, on account of the advantages
 connected with the privilege granted to the family by Parliament,
f whereby Ferintosh became celebrated for distilling whisky,—this
¢ privilege being in compensation for money paid by the Culloden family,
¢ on behalf of the Government, and for the ravages committed on their
¢ estates during the revolution of 168%-90. The privilege having ceased,
‘by being bought up by the Government at a small sum, the large
¢ population employed in earrying on the distilling work had to be main-
“tained and provided for, while their occupation was gone. Ferintosh
“ had thus on it for a long series of years a people greater in number than
¢ any other property of the same extent in the north, and the burdens
¢ larger. The settlera were not, however, removed, but were allowed to
‘ remain in their possessions,—evictions never being a part of the policy
‘ of the family of Culloden, and there are at present ninety crofter families
* on the barony. The lands consist of 6460 acres. Of this there are in

¢ Large farms, . . . . . . . acres 2331'807
¢ Pagture attached to them, . . . . . 500-385
¢ Giving . . . . . . acres 2832-192
¢ And in crofts or farms under £30 rent, , acres 984-883
¢ Pasture attached to them, A . . « 718655
1703-540
4535.732

¢ Woods, moorland, and water, . . . . . 1925-

f Say acres, . . . . . . . 6460-

¥ Proportions of Renial to Acreage—~Large farms, containing say 2332
¢ acres arable and 500 acres pasture attached to them, are rented at £3404,
¢ giving an average per acre of £14.  Crofts containing 985 acres arable
*and 718 acres pasture attached to them, rented at £841, giving an average
“of £910. Total arable (large and small farms) of estate, 3317 acres rented
¢ at £4245, gives an average per acre for arable land of 157 ; grass extent of
¢ large farms and ecrofts 4435 acres, rented at £4245, givesan aveiage per
“acre of 18s. 84  Eaxtent, de, of Crofts.—({1) Average extent of arable
‘in each of 90 crofts (exclusive of four village lots) nearly 11 acres. (2)
¢ Average of gross, arable and pasture, for 90 crofts (four village lots
¢ exeluded) 19 acres. (3) Number of crofts exceeding 25 acres in estent on
‘the estate, 17. (4} Four village, house, and garden lots, average rather
‘ more than half an acre (2 roods 18 poles) in extent, and each croft has
“a dwelling and office houses attached. (3) Average rent of 90 erofts,
¢ £9, 53, 7d. () Average rent of four village houses and lots £1, 9s. The
¢ poor rates in the parish of Urquhart (Ross) for the year 1882-83 were on
¢ landlord 1s. 33d. per pound, on tenant 1s. 3}d. per pound. TFhe school
¢ rates in the parish for the same year were on landlord 64d. per pound, on
¢ tenant 61d. per pound. There has been no intimation made to the pro-
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¢ prietor or factor of any intention on the part of the tenants or crofters to -

‘ complain or to make any statement to the Royal Commission as to the
¢ Ferintosh estate ; but at a meeting to elect delegates, held in the neighbour-
‘ hood of Ferintosh, according to the newspapers, Kenneth MacRae, lot 11,
¢ appeared.  His possession contains 57 acres 1 rood 24 poles, of which 27
" acres 3 rouds 33 poles are arable, the rest being improvable pasture, and of
¢ these he only improved 8 acres 1 rood 30 poles between 1855 and 1874,
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‘and nope since.  His rent was £16 for nineteen years up to 1874, he
¢ having undertaken to improve most of the pasture—three acres per year—
‘ on getting the eroft at this rent ; and in 1874, when valued, the rent was
¢ jncreased to £23. Last year he was £35 in arrear, which was struck off
¢ on a promise that he would pay regularly in future, but now he is in
“ grrear again. Me has eight of a family reared ou the croft, and now
tgrown up and sell-supportinz, John MacDonald, lot 106, is another
¢ speaker at the said meeting, He only entered in 1876. His possession
¢ adjoius the county road and about two miles from the railway station,
¢ He has 11 acres 3 roods, of whiclh 6 acres 2 roods 22 poles ave arable,
“and his rent is £3, 5s. He is in arrears one year's rent.  He says the
¢land is wet. Some years ago he was cffered to have the eroft drained
¢ for him, whereupon he =aid, “Give me the mouey contracted for the
¢ work, and I will make the drains myself.” This was at once agreed
‘ to, but the drains are not touched yet., It is not necessary to enlarge on
‘ this subject, but it may be remarked that Ferintosh is situated on the
¢ south side of the Cromarty Firth, is remarkably well suited for growing
‘ root and other crops, and from the nature of its subsoit heavy crops of
¢ potatoes are obtained. Railway communication is convenient, and the
¢ lands are intersected with good roads.  The pasture also is easily brought
‘ Into eultivation, but as pasture; it is moch run on for sheep wintering
* on account of the healthy nsture of the ground, and its freedem from
“snow. There is not a croft on the estate that would not bring a larger
‘ rent if offered to competition, but, as stated already, it has rot been the
¢ policy of the Culloden family to set their lands in this way,—their desire
‘ being to retain all old temants, even at a sacrifice. The outlay: and
¢ improvements are considerable ; and since 1873 there have bren laid out
¢ on roads, fencing, drainage, and building, £3728, ba. 0d., besides ordinary
‘ repairs. In addition, wood is given from the wonrds on the estate, and
* otherwise, for assisting in building, of which no note is taken; and there
‘i3 work almost always being carried on on the estate, for whieh full
* wages are paid, tenants hiaving a preference.’

40631, Will you state to me, without reference to the details in the
paper, what is the average rental per acre of arable in the hands of the
larger class of farmers not crofters7—T did not put it into this statement,
but it will be about I8s.

40832, What is it on the crofters’ lands It will be about 143 16d,, I
calculated. .

40633, Now the area of arable ground in the hands of small tenguts is
985 acres, T think you said I—985 acres, .

40634, Isthat land generally at a higher elevation and in a poorer
position than the arable land attached to largs farms{—1 think it is at a
higher elevation.

40635. And in that respect poorer and of less profitable quality 1—1T
would say it is not of the same value.

40636. Do you think that with reference to the value the two clusses of
tenants are equally charged 3—I wonld say sn; that is my impression.

40637, That the diffsrence between 14s, 10d. and 18s. 8d. fairly repre-
gents the difference in the quality of the =oil and the position —I would
8ay 0.

40638. How was this area of 983 acres arable formed 1—It was formed,
no doubt, by the settlers on the estate.

40639. By the labour of the crofters 2—Dy the labour of ths crofters,

40640, When they szt to work to form this new arei of arable ground,
did they do =0 undor leases 7-Yes, and uader agreements.

40641. Did these leases contain any distinct provision having reference



Minutes of Evidence. 2653

to raising the rent at the end of the lease I—They did not, as far as I
know ; bat the leases that have come under my knowledge and my super-
visiun bear that the bargain was that they should improve the ground at
the rate of three acres a year, or one-teuth part of the whole possession,
every year.

40642, For how long were those leases given?—They were nineteen
years” leases.

40643, And how many terms have expired on the estate?—The first
lease that [ kuow of was granted in 1855. There may have been agree-
ments before that, but I am not able to state as to that,

40644 In any leases which were made or any agreements drawn up
was there any specitic arrangement made dealing with the rental of the
croft at the expiry of the first leaset—1I am not aware there was any
agreement as to the rental, but there was a distinct agreement as to the
land being improved.

40645. What do you sappose the understanding of the landlord and
the tenant to have been! When a certain amount of land was to be
improved in the course of nineteen years, what did they contemplate 2—1
have no doubt the understanding was that they would pay for the croft as
it was valued at the end of the nineteen years,

40646, Youn think the understanding was that it should be revalued at
the end of nineteen years, and we may presume an increased rental would
be put upon it #—That is my noderstanding.

40647. Nevalued by what agency +—DBy a separate agency. There is
no reasun to suppose there wus a fixed idea as to the agency; but ou the
Culloden management it was a separate agency—a qualified expert, and
the gentleman who was employed in the valuations last was one of the
best judges that counld be had in the north, 3r William Paterson, whose
father was a farmer, and who was accustumed all his life tv understand
farming and the ditferences connected with varivus soils.

40648. And has the valuation been made, as it were, upon the improved
land as it stood simply, has the valuation been made without any refer-
ence to the improvement being the work of the tenant?—1 could not
answer that question, because Mr Paterson very likely took it as he found
it, There were no instructions to him, as far as I kuow, in regard to
that.

40649. Did yon ever hear of any form of improving lease in the county
which contemplated, in case of the removal of the tenant, that he shounld
receive a certain reimbursement per acre fur labour expended during the
nineteen years lease 9—It was not the rule on the Culloden estate.

40650. Did you ever see or hear of such a lease given on any other
property —1I have heard that said, but it is nobt within my own personal
knowledge.

40651. You have heard it said that there were such leases 7—Oh, yes,

40652, Can you name any property upen which they were supposed to
be given 1—1 cannot.

40653. Did you ever hear there were such leases given I—VYes.

40634, Was that at a very remote period $—No, recent.

40655, Can you tell me what the sort of provision is?—The provisior
is that on a short lease, if there would be certain improvements made, they
wonld be allowed for.

40656. Improvements in buildings or improvements in the labour of
the ground ?—In the cultivation of the ground—in improving the ground

40657. And when you speak of short leases, what would have been the
duration of the lease{—Something less than nineteen years, Nineteen
years is the regular course of a lease here.
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40658. You don’t think there have ever been any leases in Ross-shire
in which there was a reimbursement contemplated per acre at the end of
nineteen years {—I am not aware of any,

40639, You never heard of it 7—I never heard of any, and I have had
large experience myself in farming,

40660. In the most recent leases granted upon the Culloden property
is there any distinct provision for dealing with the guestion of tenant’s
improvements at the end of a nineteen year’s lease I—XNone.

40661, What do you think of that yourself as a person versed in estate
management and agriculture i—1I think if a tenant would improve land it
is a reasonable thing, unless he got his full complement of years, Land
improvements are generally made on a thirty-two years' lease, but I would
say that as a general rule he ought to be sllowed something for his
improvemsats.

40663. At the end of a nineteen years’ lease %—XNot on a nineteen years',
but on a shorter lease.

40663, But I thought you sa2id you thought thirty-two years was the
proper duration —There is one farm on the Culloden estate in Inverness-
shire where a thirty-two vears' lease was given, but it was almost all
moorland, and it was supposed the farmer onght to have that long period
in order to be remunerated.

40664. What kind of land was it that this poor class of tenants took
in and improved on Ferintosh ?—It was moorland.

40663. Ar Fraser-Mackintosh.—1 would like to ask you a question or
two, Has thers not been a deal of money laid out by the estate of
Culleden on the reclamation of larger farms in by-gene years +—A very
large sum.

40666, Both iz houses and lands 3—Yes, a very large sum.

40667. Now, don’t you think it might have been perhaps wiser if the
proprietor had saved that money, and allowed the crofers to take in those
lunds, because you zay yourself that the rent the crofter pays and the rent
the big farmer pays is much about the same }—In proportion to the value
of the land.

40668. Would it not have been better to have allowed the crofters to
take in the land themselves, and therehy saved the proprietor all that
expense I-—Well, that is just a matter of opinion very much, because the
lanis of course are improvable, and they were sooner taken in by that
Lieens.  These outlays were very much done when the money was lent by
the Government, and advantage was taken of the money that could be
obtained in that way to improve the lands without any delay.

40669. Do you think now that the class of crofters, the descendants of
those that took them in, and who were paying upon an average the same
rent as the new men who came in and who found the land ready to their
bund, and nice houses built for them-—do you think these two classes now
are on the same footing —The most of these lands were improved by the
sitting tenants of the big farms now.

10670, Dy themselves I—By themselves, and they got the money from
the Governmeant through the landlord.

40671, How many big farms are there 7—I cannot exactly say; I did
uot take a note of that,

40672, Are there half a dozen —There are more than that.

40673. But you don’t say that those large farms have generally been
reclaimed by the tenants themselves -—Almost invariably, with the assist
auce of money frum the Government under the Loan (ommissionerz,

40674. Then the proprietor himself did not directly make nny reclama-
tions, and, after they were reclaimed, set thew to tenautsf—I don’t
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think it. Under the late management of the present proprietor, when the
present proprietor was managing the estate of Ferintosh, there was a very
large sum laid out for improvements.

40675. What were those improvements exactly i—Draining and build-
ings.

40676. Planting 7—Not se much planting.

40677, You seem to have a large guantity of wood; when was that
wood made +—1 cannot say as to that.

40678. You stated in your puper that the crofts are, you think, moder-
ately reuted, and if they were in the market for open competition larger
sums would be got T—I helieve so,

40679, The family of Culluoden have been a very considerable time in
possession of Ferintosh 1—Yes, for a very long pericd—since 1600 odd.

40680. Are evictions of very rare occurrence upon the estate }—Very
rare, There is no such thing at all, and there are none of the farms
advertised.

40631, But I suppose there have been some people moved -—There was
one person moved from the centre of the wood,

40682, Is that the only case youare aware of in recent years 7—1I don't
recollect of any others,

40683. How many years have you had the charge —About ten or
twelve years.

40684, You state in your paper that no complaints reached you or the
proprietor of dissatisfaction on the part of the tenants; is that so7—Of
any intention of meeting the Commissioners,

40685, But have you Leard any complaints about the amount of the
rents -—Yes, there are some peopls complaining,

40686. We are all complaining, I suppose—everybody has some com-
plaint?—Yes.

40687. Have you found it necessary to make any abatement either to
the large or small tenants%—We bave made no abatement to any of the
large tenants, and indeed I don’t think it was asked ; but to some of the
smzll tenants Culloden sometimes makes an abatement.

40688, I am referring to what occarred two or three years ago when
there was a general abatement }—Oh, yes; we gave an abatement certainly
—10 percent, on the first half year, aud 5 per cent. on the next half year,
equal to 7% per cent. on the whole year, and that was given over the
whole estate—to crofters and every one.

40689, They were equally treated in that respect +—Equally treated.

40690. I suppose you cannot personally give any explanation of the
large increase that was put upon the croft of the man Mackenzie who was
here to-day T—XNo, I don't understand it. I doo’t understand the state-
ment at all; but there is no doubt the rent is as he says. The increase, I

assume, is as he says, but the land was thought by Mr Paterson to be fully -

worth it, and even when he persisted in saying it was not worth it, or the
rent was a little over what he ought to pay, he got a reduction. We
accepted his own terms virtually.

40691, I suppose when Mr Paterson was employed to make thie survey
as a peatral man, he got no instructions, but it was left to his own discre-
tion }— Entirely.

40692, Mr Cameron.—Is there any common hill pasturs aftached tfo
these crofts in Ferintosh 17— Each crofter is entirely self-contained, and each
croft has a considerable amount of pasture attached to it.

40693. But to each individual croft, and not in common—Not in

common,
10694, When was the last rise of rent?—In 1874,
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40695, Inregard to that custom of taking sheep for wintering to which
vou refer, when did that privilege become a valuable oune —TIt must have
been many years aze. I have been connected with that system for more
thun thirty years now, and paid large sums for wintering, and it is fully
more than that since wintering became valuable, and pasture in conse-
quence.

40696, So that this rise was not in consequence of any increased
demand for wintering sheep on the crofts and pasture groand of the
Culloden estates and Ferintosh ?—T don’t think so.

40697. Do the crofters benefit from that system of taking in shesp to
winter, or does it only affect the large farmers #—It benefits the crofters.

40698. The crofters get their share of it?—No doubt of it at all,
because they let their lands all over, and there are certain sums given to
each of them by the sheep farmer who takes the wintering.

40658, o they let turnips too I-—If they have them.

40700. Some of them have turnips?—Yes, and my experience of erofts
of that kind is this—I have done it larzely, though not so much ia the
Black Isle as elsewhere—T take their turnips, and come to a bargain with
them ; but when the sheep come, they must remove the turnips, because it
would affect the sheep wintering very much if the sheep were to be
hampered by having to be turned off those turrips eonstantly.

40701, Has the value of that sheep wintering been on the increase of
late years, or has it remained much the same 7—It is much the same.

40702, Is it the same as it was ten or fifteen years ago 7—I should suy
80,
40703. They don't get mcre than they used to get i—I don’t think it.
40704, About how much does an ordinary crofter—say a man who
pays £10 a year of rent—expect to get for sheep wintering, leaving out
turnips altogether, merely for the cutrun of his hill pasture?--It wiil
depend on the nature of his pasture. On a good pasture he will be entitled
to more mouney.

40705, Can you tell me what value —Well, in valuing pasture it runs
from 2s. to 3a. 6d. an acre, and where there is a large outrun there is no
doubt the tenant should make a considerable profit upon that.

40706. Do you mean 23, to 3s, 6d. an acre on the permanent hill
pasture, or do you include the young grass?—I include the rur of the
farm,

40707. Including young sown grassT—Yes.

Awaus Forees, Crofter, Highfield Park (49)--examined.

40708, The Chairman,—Have you got a statement to muke }—Yes, —
“As one of the delegates appointed to appear before the Ruyal Comrmis-
¢ sion at Dingwall, on the 10th Oectober 1883, T desive to put in this state-
¢ ment of how my father and myself were used. Since entering the croft
“in the year 1834, when my father settled on the place, it consisted of
* nothing but heather and stones, He had to build a houss, and all the
“ help he got from the proprietor was some old wood that was used before.
¢ This showing an example how the system of crofting is earried ont on
¢ Highfield estate, and in the hope of obtalning some or any relief as it
fmay appear just. In the first place I would desire your attention to
¢ the following facts :—We had a lease for the first twenty-two years at 15s.
‘a year, with two lens as custom stent. In 1857 the rent was raised to
¢ £4 a year, with three heus ; in 1861, to £4, 10s. Tn 1872 I rebuilt the
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¢ house, and no sooner was that done than the rent was raised in 1873  ROSS.
to £6, 10s, with no assistance with the new house excepting the couples,
“and no reduction to the present dey. But since the present proprictor
¢ eame into possession the three hens bave not been collested. The eroft Angus Forbes,
¢ containg five acres arable land and cne pasture, for which I pay £6, 105,

¢ of rent and 123, 2d. of rates, and which amount rises to £7, 2s. 2d.,

* which will not keep food te a family. I have to buy meal at the rate of

¢ £2 a year, and straw or hay for the cow in the spring of the year, at the

‘amount of £3 a year. Now, do you wonder how could I pay all these

“ameounts? Now my humble answer is this, that I work north and south

‘ at stone-breaking, and when the season’s work is over, [ come home with

“mwy hard earning, and work on the croft as long as it lasted, taking in

¢ pieces, but slways found when I was one step on, I was as far back as

¢ ever, for the landlord raised the rent as already mentioved. So there

¢ was no remedy for me, for when T complained to the proprietor he would

‘gay he could get another tenant any time by taking the advantage of

¢ course of my improvements, and by my very improvements grinding me

¢ down, for the want of a leuse, since the last twenty-six years. I usually

‘ sow eight bushels of oats to the acre, and very seldom reap double that

‘ quantity. I sell very few potatoes, as we use them ourselves. Another

* complaint I have to express is that during a dry summer, the water has

‘ to be all brought from Sir Kenneth's estate, about one mile away, which

‘ he kindly granted one place for cattle, another for the people, for which I

“ would express my thanks. XNow, what we want to remedy our circum-

¢ stances, that is a lease at a fair rent, with compensation for all improvements

¢ effected by the tenant.  With less we will not be satisfied. The cost of

* our improvements, as I estimate, i3 as follows :=—We built a new dwelling

‘house in 1834, £20; barn and byre, £14; I rebuilt a new house in

“1872, £35; we improved five acres of land at £20 an acre, £100; with

¢ drainage £2 peracre, £10; lime, seven bolls per acre, at 3s. 6d., per boll,

¢ £6, 23, 6d.; we payed for rent alone in twenty-two years, £16; in

‘ twenty-siz years, £135; total £336, 2s. 6d. In addition, I also paid

“ 116 fat hens.’

40709, Sheriff Nicolson—Did you ever et a lease?—No, except a
Jease for the first twenty-two years,

40710. And at ths end of that time did your father usk for a lease?—
Yes, and I asked for it myself,

40711, Did you not get it +—No; he had one of us, but we had not one
of him. He wrote it on stamped paper.

40712. Who did M—Highfield.

40713, What is the name of your laird 7—Mr Gillanders.

40714, He wrote out a lease?—VYes, so that T would have the house
and everything in proper repair and the land iz good order, and to go out
at any time without & summons. I had to leave it with him; so he had a
hold on me, but I had rot a kold on him.

40715. That is the only lease you got. Why did you not ask fora
proper lease —I would not get it.

40716. Have you asked for it since then?—Not under the present
laird,

40717, Tt is a different laird now i—Yes,

40718 Why didn’t you ask him?—It would be of no use. It was too
high, and I would be quite careless whether I would get it at the rent
whatever,

40719. You don't think it would be an advantage to you to get a lease
with the rent at the present rate I—=Xo,

40720, You have five acres of arable and one acre of pasture, and you

DixewaLL.
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pay £7, 25 20. What do you think yourself the rent ouglt to bel—
Just about the half.

40721, Do your neighbours pay less in proportion to their land $—
Just about half.

40723, What is the reason of that? Are they greater favourites with
the laird 7—Not my neighbours on the same estate, but Sir Kenneth’s and
Allangrange’s

40723, And so far as you know, what rent would you be paying on
these estates for the same amount of land T—Just about #a. or %s. an acre,
Some of them have eightcen acres upon Sir Kenneth’s estate for £6.
TUpon Allangrange they have thirty-six acres for £12, and there is nothing
but the road between them and me.

40724, What cattle are yon able to keep +—One cow.

40725. No sheep?—No.

40726. No horses —XNo.

40727, Do you raise potatoes enough to feed you?—1WVell, sometimes.
Sometimes I have o buy them.

40728, Are you a married man with a family 1—Yes.

40729, How long does your meal last that you raise on your own
ground T—It will not last me long, because I had a very poor crop this
year—about four months or five.

40730. Your ordinary occupation is breaking stones?—VYes.

40731, You have to go away from home to do that, have you?—Yes,

40732. Then what you want is not a lease buta reduction of your rent ?
—Yes,

40733. You don’t want compensation for your improvements -in any
other shape 7—Certainly, if T would get a short lease,

40734, Youn would like to have that 7—VYes.

40735. In what shape? Would it be sufficient compensation to have
the rent reduced, or would you like compensation In money for this £336
you have expended on the croft —I was always paying it, and had to put
it out.

40736. Dut you expect at any rate that you will never be put out of
the place on which you have spent so much 1 don't know,

40737, You have ceased to pay the heus?—Yes.

40738. They have bzen compounded for in the shape of money +—Yes,
I have to pay 2s. for each.

40739. I suppose that custom of paying hens has ceased all round }—
Yes.

40740, The Chairman.—Is your case the same as the cases of other
small tenants upen the same estate 7—Yes.

40741, Are the small tenants on the same estate rented at about the
same amount ?—Yes, the same amount.

407432, And treated in the same manner 1—Yes.

40743, Is there generally a refusal to grant leases on the property 1—
Yes.

40744. None of the small tenants get leases 7—No.,

40745, Do the larger tenants get leases t—There is no largs tenant at
all on that part of the property.

40746. Is it the cusiom to give leases to the small tenants on all the
others properties around 7—Yes,

40747, When your father took the place and got the first lease, was
%ere any provision in the leass for compensation for improvements -

o.

40748, No provision at all I—No,

40749, Had it been the custom anywhere on sny property, to your
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knowledge, to make a provision for compensation to the tenants attheend  ROSS.
of the first lease]—Yes ; 1 am told Sir Kenneth was giving them £5 per . ——
acre. DINGWALL.

40750. You have been told that upon the Conon estate there was ju the Angus Forbes,
original leases a provision for the repayment of £5 per acre for improve-
ments 7—Yes.

40751, Was that generally known in the country 3—1 don't know.

40752. Would that be considered a fair amount, taking the case of 2
nineteen years’ lease, and the land improved by the tenant and his going
away at the end of the nineteen years' lease ? Would it be considered in
the couniry generally a fair amount of compensation to pay him £5 for
each acre improved +—No, because we have more work to do in some
places than in others,

40753. In some places the £5 would be considered encugh, and in some
it would not }—Yes.

40754. DBut it would be better than nothiug in all cases It would be
better than paying for it instead of getting it.

40735. Why do you think the landlord granted the first lease and then
would not grant the second ? It was not the same proprietor #—It would
not tempt any other to go into heather and stone ; but now since we Lave
improved it, it would be different for another tenant to come in, because
there was a house built on the land, and he had nothing to do Lut cumse
into the house and sit in it.

40756. In fact, the proprietor at first wanted to get the place made ; is
that what you mean #—Yes.

40757, And after it was made he counld turn it to the best advantage?
—VYes,

40758. Supposing they gave you a lease at a reasonable rent, what
improvements would you make?—I would have encouragement to make
improvements,

40759, What sort of improvement can you still make ?—I have an acre
of pasture out yet, and I would do my best to take it in, but now I am
guite careless whether I get it at any rent. Perhaps if I got itin he would
put avother £1 or £2 upon it.

40760. Did you say your family had built two houses 3—Yes, I built
the second.

40761, Was the second an improvement on the first, or was it a new
house I—On the same place.

40762. With the same stones 7—VYes.

40763, Is it built with stone and lime 1 harled it on the outside with
lime.

40764, Does the proprietor help yon with wood +—No, except the
coupies ; I had to get the rest of the wood. :

40763. But you got the conples }—7Yes,

40766. Does he charge you any price for them +—XNo,

40767. Is it sawn timber, or a tree out of the wood +—I had to pay for
he sawing and carting them out of the wood to the saw-mill.

Doxarp Barw, Crofter, Newton of Kinkell (57)—examined.

40768, The Chairman.——Are you a delegate I—Yes, Donald Buim,
40769, How were you elected +-—By a meeting of the crofters.
40770, Was it a large meeting —Yes, it was about one hundred

erofters. :



ROSS.

DinewaLrL,

Donald Baixn.

2660 Hiyhlands and Islands Commission.

4077E. Al from the same estate :—No, but from the surrounding dis-
trict.

40772, From different estates all round —Yes—Culloden, Allan-
grange, and Highfield,

40773. Then read you statement +—° I, Donald Bain, fifty-seven, crofter
‘ on the estate of Conon, paying £7 of rent, besides poor rates and other
¢ taxes, along with six days’ free labour as estate work. My eroft con-
¢ sists of about fiftecn acres according to survey, one-third of which is
¢ unfit for improving ; it is more suitable for a game preserve for wild fowl,
‘ being in winter covered with one sheet of water. The other third part
¢ conld he improved with great expense and labour, the which T am not
* able to manage, However, I tried and improved it, but it turned to no
¢ benefit but loss, owing to the situation of the place being so boggy and
“wet. The other third part is the only part that L can depend on for crop,
“a place thus situated on the outskirts of the property, on the heighls of
¢ the Mulbuie, exposed to the elements. I think it unfair that the acreage
¢ of it should be compared in value to the acres of that of the low-lying
¢ districts ; butsuch is the case, and not only but more so, for I am paying
‘ at the rate of 28s. the acre, with the exception of the pasture. I do not
¢ impute this grievance to my present proprietor, for it is a long-established
¢ grievance, I may say hereditary. My father and grandfather bad to con-
¢ tend with it; T had it dewn frow them. [ am ready to give credit to my
¢ proprietor, the credit of being under the impression that we are not thus
‘ oppressed, as it is not his doings, but that of employés—factors and
‘ valuators, [ have now the experience of upwards of forty years of being
¢ a rack-rented crofter, and I assure you, gentlemen, it is a mode of life not
“tn be coveted. The first nincteen years of that period T was tenant at
¢ will, threatened to be removed every year. That was during the present
¢ proprietor’s minority; when he entered his majority, he granted lzases, and
¢ appointed a factor, who acted as valuator. When he came round to value
‘ my lot, he tuld me that I was paying such and such of rent—I admit too
*much. I thougkt I should get it reduced, but instead he made an advance
‘of 20 per cent, on the former rent, to force me to make improvement,
¢ ifad that the desired effsct on me? As I had to work before at day’s
“ wages to make up the old rent, I had now to work more to make up
¢ this addition of rent. However, during the lesse I improved between
¢ four or five acres; but instead of being to me a benefit, it turned out to be
¢ my loss, owing to the water destroying all the produce of it ; LThad to allow
¢ to lie waste under pasture. The landlord had of Lis goodness granted a new
¢ lease, and appuinted valnators—neighbouring farmers themselves, When
¥ they came to value my lot, they found that I was paying enongh already.
* They said they could not reduce it on any account, but made no advance,
* 50 they thought that I may rest satisfied under this grievance, so that my
¢ prospect for the future is not one of the brightest, —from my age and
* infirmity, ready to be cast as a burden on my fellow-sufferers, for that is
‘ the fate of us crofters under the present land system. Although thus
* burdened, I have yet one consolation left me, to be under the proprietor-
¥ ship of one of a ruce who proved themselves worthy of being remembered
* for gned ; for their names were never connected with anything despicable
‘or mean, such as wholesale evictions on the lots—and I am prond
¢ to acknowledge that our present proprictor and his cxcellent partoer in
¢ life are both noble examples in the north for whatever s goed, ready to
¢ relieve the sick and the dying, £o that Conon House is always open fur
¢ relief to the poor and the needy, so that the reputation of the worthy
¢ baronet did not yet fall to the ground, but is kept up more than ever.” I
bave alse a paper bere from another of the tenants.
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40774. On whose property is this =—On the same property. Onetenaut  ROSS,
(W. Furbes) says— My father before me had wny croft, and paid o rent of | ——
¢ £2 till the time of his death. I then got a nineteen years’ lease of the
¢ croft, about ter acres nominally arable, and about twenty-one very rough Donald Bain.
¢ pasture, at a rent of £7 and six days’ free labour. During the currency
‘of the lease I apent over £300 in improvements to houses and land,
f the proprietor giving me sawn home-grown timber for the houses, I
‘ then got a new lease, when my rent was raised to £12 and the usual free
* labour, though it is fair to ndd that the proprietor restricts it to £8 dur-
“ ing my lifetime. I was then seventy-four years of age. My land is much
¢ gpoiled with water, and I have not got over two returns of corn on the
“ averags out of the land that I improved, although I did it all manner of
¢ justice in draining-and manuriug., Taking the rest of the land at the old
‘ rent, the part improved was valued at 10s. per acre, Of eoursg, incom-
¢ petent valuators were to blame for this, and no complaint was ledged,
 because it was currently reported at the time that Sir Kenuneth gave the
¢ land cheaper than the valuation’ Another (Duiald Stewart) says—* My
¢ futher was removed from the holding of the three generations in 1854,
¢ There was no claim against him.  He improved it to a great extent, and
‘ the last improvement done there it was only one green crop he got out
¢ of it when lhe was turned out, and two years to run of bis lease. He con-
‘ sulted with 2 man of business, but when the factor came to hearof it, he
* wrote bim a thundering letter that he would not get another place on the
¢ Conon estate, and if crofters were to go to law with proprietors it was no
* wonder should they curse tle whole race of crofters. He then gave up
¢ his holding, and was promised as good s place as could be got on the
* Conon estate, but a few days before the term he was shown to a miserable
¢ eroft, with no houses fit for man or beast. He then lost the most of his
‘ means, and had to build house, barn, byre, &e., and made a lot of improve-
* ments in reclaiming black heather and bogs, with 1500 yards of drains, at
‘ great cost.  He was also compelled to give six days’ free labour every
¢ year for roads and ditches, which caused his deafness and his death
¢ troubie.’

40775. You are representing crofters upon what estates?—Conon
estate.

40776. But the meeting that elected you—what estates were they from 1
—The estates all round.

40777. Do you represent them as well?—2XNo, there were delegates
appointed from them tuo.

40778. But the statements you have read are the statements of your own
case, and that of another man; what are the general complaints on the
property +—Just rack-rented.

40779. Too much rent1—Too much rent.

40780. How many actes have you got I—About fifteen,

40731. How many are under cultivation —Six,

40782 And what are the other nine 2—Just pasture, and foar or five of
them quite useless for pasture.

40783, Have these nine acres of pasture ever been cultivated I—Never.

40784. Has none of the nine acres ever been cultivated +—VYes, I
ploughed four or five acres of that.

40785, Have you let it go back?—T had to give it up.

40736. What is your rent !—£7, without taxes.

40787, What stock do you keep?—A cow and a horse. I can hardly
keep that same. If I keep an extra beast, it must be at an extra expense,

40788. How do you earn your living 1—Just by labouring wherever I
can get labour at day’s wages.

DiNgwaALL,
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40789. What do you think is the general average rent per acre for arable
abont the property 2—1 am not sure : it is about the half of that. We are:
the old established tenants on old land, The newly incoming tenants have
a better chance‘than we have, and we are left under the old footing.

40790. What is the average rental of the arable ground in the hands of
the crofters About 10s. or 12s,, T think ; T am sure it is not much more.

40791, 1s there any provision for compensation for improvementst—
Nothing of the kind.

40792, But in the original leases which the tenants had at first when
they took in the ground, was thers any provision for compensation for
improvements I—1I believe there was.

40793. What was the nature of the provision? If the tenants went
away, what were they to get +—They were granted £5 an acre,

40794, Did any of those original tenants go away, and did any of them
get the compensation +—They all got the compensation.

40795, Was that compensation for the improvement of the-ground, or

was it for the buildings too1—Just for the improvement of the ground.

40796. Do you think that was a proper amount for the improvement of
the ground !—It was considered a proper amount at the time,

40797. Do you know whether therve is any similar provision to that in
any other leases on any other property +—1 dow’t know of any, as faras I
know st preseut.

40798, Who was it that invented that provision?—Sir Francis, the
present proprietor's father, becanse he had a large lot of the ground under
plantation, and it was cat down, and he had to get a lot of new tenants to
reclaim the ground, and that was granted as a remuneration for reclaim-
ing it.

40799, Mr Cameron.—I don’t quite understand whom you represent.
At this meeting were there tenants from all the townships on the Conon
estato? How many townships are there on the Conon estate }—Just one
township.

40800. Just one township on the Conon estate }—XNo; the rest are
well-to-do and well off, but this is separate from them,

40301, Then at this mesting there were only tenants from one township
on the Conon estate }—Yes.

40802, What proportion do the tenants on that one towanship bear to
the tenants on the rest of the Conon estate 1—Well, there are not many—
six or seven, 1 think, in the township I represent.

40803. How many tenants are on the whole of the Conon estate —
There are furty whatever.

40304. Aud only six or seven were at thizs meeting —Yes,

40805, Were you here in the room when the last witness gave his evi-
dence I—No.

40806, Beeause he was asked about the rents on the estate where be is
a tenant—the estate of Highfield, and he represented the tenants on the
Conon estate to be objects of considerable envy, and wished to be rented
as they were 7—That s just what we want—to be ou the same footing with
them.

40807. Are you not on the Conon estate 7—Yes.

40808. Yon mean you are on a part of the Conon estate which is not
rented in the same way }—Yes, and we want to be compared with the rest
of it.

40809. Can youn give any comparison of the relative rents of the part of
the estute on which you are, aud of the rast i —Well, T am paying 25s. an
acre for the arable, and I think the rest of the estate i3 not paying abova
132y, whatever, as far as T know,
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40810. 8o you are paying double ?—Just about double what the rest
are paying.

40811. And this other tenant to whom you refer is in the same position
as yourself —In the same position,

40812, And the other six or seven who belong to the same portion of
the estate, are they in the same position —In the same position, most of
them, but I daresay they are not altogether so badly off.

40813, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did you represent your case to Sir
Kenneth —No.

40814 Why !—Tt was of very long standing, and it could not be so
easily got altered. Some other parties did it, but got no encouragement.
I did not do 1t personally myself.

40815, Are you very high up?—At the very top, on the heights of the
Muibuie,

40816. And you are paying the highest per acre 7—Yes.

40817. Don’t you think it would be wise to go to Sir Kenneth now —
Well, I don’t know that. I know he i3 a lenient landlord, but in the case
of reducing rents I cannot say much. He grants us every allowance for
building houses, and gives us encouragement in every other respect.

40818, Supposing you were a landlord yourself, you would not like to
reduce your rents?—Well, I don't know. I would like to have them
reasonable. I would like fair play.

10819, Sheriff Nicolson.—Sir Kenneth does not employ a factor —No.
Tiwre was 2 factor during his minerity. It is all the doing of his factor
that we are here now,

40820, Then I think you should go to him now %—VWe should go to him,
as a body, but not individually,

Kexnera Davimson, Crofter, Upper Knockbain, Kileoy Estate
. {42)—examined,

40821, The Chairman.—Read your statementt—*Statement by the
¢ Knockbain Crofters to Her Majesty's Boyal Commission.—About two
 hundred years agn our forefathers settled on the barren, heathery moor
¢ of Knockbain. The whole arable land in Knockbain, at that time, con-
¢ sisted of less than a dozen acres. The rental then was 7s. There are in
¢ Knockbain, now, over two hundred and fifty acres of arable land, and the
¢ rental is above £280. Altkough all this land has beeu reclaimed by us
¢ and our forefathers, we, nor they, have never received any compensation.
¢ The land which we presently ocenpy is so unfruitful, and is in such a wet
¢ condition through want of drains, that it doss not produee half a erop.
¢ We were bound by the proprietor to drain the land, but this we are
¢ unable to do on account of the high rents which we pay. Some of us,
“in fact, would not bs able to pay the rent, but for assistance received
¢ from our friends and relations. We are oblized to leave our crofts as
¢ certain seasous of the year, to work on the large farms, for the purpose
¢ of enabling us to pay the rent, and thus satisfy the rent-demanding pro-
¢ pensities of the landlord. In one case the land is so poor that the erofter
¢ sows five bushels of corn per acre, while the return scldom exceeds four
¢ bushels, Amnother crofter, who pays £34 of rent, is compelled to purchass
¢ meal for himself and family. Most of us are compelled to purchase seed-
¢ corn annually.  The ground, in fact, is so poor and wet that it will not
* repay the Inbour. Land, arable and pasture, has been taken from us and
¢ despoiled by the proprietor, for the loss of which we bave neither
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¢ received any reduction of rent nor eompensation. Three acres of arabla
¢ land were taken from one widow, and only £1 of the rent reduced, while
she Is paying about £1 per acre. As many as fifteen acres of pasture
were taken from one crofter, but the rent was not reduced. Some of the
land which has bzen taken from us was reclaimed at considerable expeuse.
We were compelled to reclaim half of an acre of land aunually, without
any compensation. About one huudred acres of arable land on the estate
were planted. Houses and steadings have been erected by most of us at
our own expense, witii the exception of timber. In one cuse, even the
timber was refused until the erofter had reclaimed an acre of land, The
steadings on oue croft are in such a dilapidated condition that the tenaut
is compelled to turn out his cattle when there is a storm, We receive no
compeusation for the expenditure of our labour and capital in the erection
of said buildings. 'Wo have no fixity of tenure, and are liabls to be turned
out whenever ths landlord feels disposed to do so. Whenever we
improve the land the rens is raised. On one croft the original rent was
7s.; the present tenant is paying £8. Anwnother crofter, who reclaimed
seventeen acres of land, had the rent raised proportionately. The former
tenaut in -one ease paid £3, and had besides his croft a spirit license.
The present tenant, a widow, pays for croft alone £6, ov £2 per acre. Our
crops are considerably damaged by game, but we are never paid for the
loss we thereby sustain, The benefits of the Game Act have not been con-
ferred upsnus. We are bound to give six days’ free labour of 2 12n and
horse to the proprietor.  All the large farmers are, however, exempted
from such an unjost imposition.  The proprietor promised to repuir roads,
but this has never been performed. We were also proniised to get tiles,
but this wns only partially fuliilled. About thirty-five years sgo there
ware 44 crofters in Knockbain; the number now is 19. The popula-
tion of the parish in 18531 was 3003 ; the population last census wus
vuly 1363,  This reduction in the number has been caused by eviction.
The farm which is now tenanted by the factor of the estats was at one
time occupied by 21 crofters. They were, all of course, turned out to
make room for a big farmer. This has been the prineipal cause of evie-
tivus throughout the country. Shameful and numercus cases of eviction
occurred on different parts of the estate, Whenever the crofters have sue-
ceeded in reclaiming the land, they are evicted to make rvom for big
farmers. We are, in short, made tn reclaim the land for the proprietor
free of charge, At one time our forefathers possessed the undisputad
right to grazs cattle on the Mulbuie common, which the lindlords and
elergymen have recently arrogated and divided among themselves. They
¢ have thus become the uujust owners of land which was onee a common
* for the benefit of the crofters and other poor people in the Black Isle.
¢ We demand an equivalent to what has thus been stolen from us.’ There
is another statement here by another delegate.

40822, Is the other statement much to the same effect—the same kind
of complaints *—XNot altogether.

40823. Can you tell us verbally, without reading it through, what else
there is I—There is the case of a erofter oun the Roschaugh estate, who has
improved a great deal of land in his day, and has beea turned out to make
room for a large farmer, without any compensation for the improvements
which he made.

40824, What was the name of the erofter i—Donald Jack, Afterflow,
¢ Staiement by Angus Jack, Folds of Afterfow.—My great-grandfather
‘ became tenant of Wester Afterflow when it consisted of a few acres of
“arable land, Bit by bit he “took in” and improved some of the waste
¢ Innd, until the size of hiz holding was considerably increased. On hia
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* death my grundfather and father continued the work of reclamation, for
* which they never received any compensation, When my grandfather
*died my father became tenant of the place, when it consisted of about
¢ thirty acres. Iu the expectation that he would never be removed ont of
‘ the place, he commenced the laborious undertaking of reclaiming all the
* wuste land, which was covered with whins, brvom, and stones. Aftera
‘ number of years he had the satisfactivn of seeing the work completed.
¢ Altogether he reclaimed about forty acres, for which he never received
“any compensation. 'The rent was raised, however, proportionate to the
¢ increased value of the land. He, my father, was paying £72 of rent,
* when he along with his three neighbours were evicted at the expiry of
‘ the lease to make room for & big farmer. To narvate all the evictions
¢ which vecurred on the Rosehangh estate would fill a volame. So far as
* I can ascertain, my father is the only crofter on the estate just now. In
* his young days nine small farmers and three crofters lived, happy and
*contented, on Wester and Easter Afterflow, which are now tenanted by
¢ two individunls. All the crofters on the estate were evicted and large
' farms made of their holdings. The eroft which my father occupies at
‘ the present time was rented to a former tenant at £4, 10s. My father
¢ is paying £20. The place is not worth more than one-third of this sum.
‘ The houses are in & very dilapidated condition, All the farmers on the
* estate received new houses and steadings. Our holding 1s not seen from
*any of the public reads. This is probably the reason why new louses
‘ have not been erected.’

40825. Mr Fraser- Mackintosh.—What estate have you been speaking
about -—The estate I live upon is the estate of Kilcoy.

40826. What is the name of the proprietor 7—Charles Mackenzie of

Kilcoy.
40827. He is under judicial charge 7—Yes. -
40828, Who has charge of the estate?—Mr Auldjo Jamieson,
Ediuburgh.

40829. How long has he had charge of the estate -1 would say about
twenty years or so, but I am not exactly sure of the date.

40830. Have a good number of the evietions you speak of and the
adding to large farms taken place within twenty years1—DMost of them, 1
believe,

40831, Sheriff Nvcolson.—Do you remember these evictions yourself7—
Yes, o great nuinber,

40832, Wore they in your neighbourhood +—Yes, a great many of
thenn '

40833. What was the reason given for turning the people away —To
make roum for the large farmer, I believe, was the principal reason.

40834, Was it not said they were not paying their rents }—XNo, I never
heard that complaint made.

40835, Or that they were not cultivating the ground properly I never
heard any complaint as to that.

40836, They were removed to make room for e large farm 7—Yes, and
add eroft to croft.

40~37. Was there more than one large farm to which these crofts were
added 7—Yes.

40838, And the addition was made to increase the crofts of people whe
had erofts before 7—Yes, in a pood many cases they were enlarged.

40839. But I sappose a good many crofters would be glad to have their
crofts er:larged, if it were not done at the expense of their neighbours 3—
Well, no doubt they would like to have larger holdings.

40840. The Chairman.—Had these people leases, and were they turned
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out at the expiry of the lease, or were they tenants at will 7—Most of them
had leases, but L understand that at the expiry of the lease the greatest
number of evictions took place.

40811. What became of the people 7—There were a good number of
them who had to go on the Parochial Board, and the young people of the
families had to emigrate, and to go out through the country wherever they
eould find employment, and now there iz hardly a person to be found in
the district who will do a day’s labour, for the scarcity of the people. The
large farmers complain they cannot get people to do the work of their
farms.

Jomx M‘GrEqor, Crofter, Loch Ussie, Brahan (60)—examined.

40842, The Chairman.—Will you read your statement }—¢ Wea got our
¢ various bits of mooerland at Loch Ussie on a lease of thirty-one years. We
“are to pay 2s. 6d. per acre for the first five years; the next five years
¢ 7s, 6d. per acre; for the next eleven years 10s per acre; and for the re-
‘ maining ten yewrs 20s, per acre. We had also to build our dwelling
¢ houses and offices, getting from the landlord the wood for roofing and
¢ half slating. The landlord was also to make large ditches to carry away
¢ the water of our field drains, which were to be of a depth of three feet to
“ three feot six.  These ditches have been made, bat their depth is such
¢ that they are useless. In some places they do not even carry away the
¢ surface water. We are sow in possession for six years, and on an average
¢ we have taken in about one-third of our lots, and we find that the cost of
¢ taking in the land per acre is from £18 to £24, which would amount te
¢ £1 per acre for about twenty-two Fears, leaving out the expenses we were
‘ out in building. Part of the ground of our Jota is under water, owing to
¢ the defects of the ditches made by the landlord. The landlord was also
“to erect fences sufficient to keep away the deer, which are very destruc-
¥ tive to our crops; this has not been done. Oune of our number had last
¢ year about three-fourths of an acre of potatoes completely destroyed by
¢deer. He never lifted a potato out of the plot so destroyed, and our
¢ erops are also much damaged by other game, and we ars not allowed to
¢ protect ourselves from their ravages. We were also deprived of & con-
¢ giderable portion of hill pasture which we had the use of. Tt is now
¢ given to another farmer. We consider that we should have our lots at the
“amount we are now paying for the whole Jease, and even then it would
¢ be hard on us to make a bare living out of them. We believe at the end
‘ of the lease, even on these terms, we would leave at the end of the lease
¢ poorer men than when we entered. To show that we are not making

. ¢ mis-statements, we are quite willing to give up our places to-day er to-

¢ morrow if we get compensation for the improvements we have already
¢ done.’

40843. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How long is it since you entered upon
this 1ot 2—8ix years.

408114, In what sort of employment were you before you entered upon
it {—T was 2 mason,

40845, You were living in a village 7—Yes, In Dingwall

40846. And you took this Jot thinking it would be a good bargain ?—
Yes.

40847. You tock it voluntarily }—VYes.
40848 You gave up mason work I—Yes, because I was getting rather
old.
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40849. And you thought you eculd improve this land at a profit to
yourself —7Yes, by the help of my family.

40850. How many acres have you improved in those six years?—I
daresay there are about twenty-five turned over.

40851. You will have twenty-five in crop next year —Hardly twenty-
five ; it takes three years before we can erop it.

40852, How many acres have you now of unimproved land #—Other
thirty-five.

40853. You took sixty acres at 2s. 6d. for the first five years 7—Yes.

40854, Will you have means to reclaim the other thirty-five acres I—I
think we could improve it by our own work n time.

40855. And if you are able to carry on till the whole is eropped, do
you think it will pay you?—Well, I don't believe it will. It cannot pay.
It is very wet and boggy.

40856, Were these ditches made by the landlord of sufficient depth at
the beginning I—No.

40857. Have they filled up since they were made I—Yes.

40858, Who is bound to keep them clean }—The tenant, when they
vill be at & certain depth.

40859, But they never were at that depth, in your opinion 1—No,

40860. You mentioned you had some pasture along with the place ab
the heginning +—Yes,

40861, Was that included in your lease +—No, it was given to us after
the lease was granted.

40862. To help you at the beginning —Yes.

40863, And now it has been tuken from you —VYes,

40864, Has it been planted }—No, it is into another farm,

40865, And you only had it till it conld be let, in fact till such time as
a tenant could come to take it +—No, we got the promise of it for the
lease time, till such time as Brahan would require to plant it ; but it is now
let to another farm jnstead of being planted, and then the place had to be
feuced round to keep out deer.

40866, Then if it had been planted, you could have had no complaint t
—No, we had no complaint if it was planted; but we had a complaint
when 1t was set to another farmer.

40867, What kind of deer are those that do you harm *—Fallow deer,
most of them.

40868, What sort of fenee ia between yon and the deer 7—Very small
fences, and the deer will come through in all eases,

40869, Does your lease specifiy that the land was to be fenced 8o as to
keep deer out +—Yes.

40870. And why don’t you claim that clause to be fulfilled 7—The
factor is far away from us, and we cannot be always at him, and they
have no time to listen to such poor men as we are.

40871, And now you are willing to give up the place if you got paid
for it +—Ves, if they are thinking they will make a hetter of it we don’
want to keep it from them, for it is not going to benefit us very much.

40872, But if you got full payment for your labonr it would benefit
you $—7Yes, it would if we could get compensetion for cur labour.

40873, But perhaps it would not benefit the proprietor if he was to pay
you for what you spent on the place +—Well, it would pay the proprietor
by time,

y40874. Would it not have paid him better if he had planted the land
at first? Wonld not the wood have been of more value to him than to
improve that land, paying day's wages for the cost of improvement I—
Well, I daresay it would be far better to bave the wood in time,
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40875, Aund if the landlord had not made the bargain he made with
you, he probably would not have let it to a tenant at all {—He could not
have got it let.

4D876. He would not have been likely to improve it himself —Xo,

40877, Mr Cameron.—]s there a local factor on the estate —Yes.

40878, Have you ever had recourse to him about such matters +—VYes,
once or twice. _

40879. Have you ever asked him about the deer fence 7—Yes, only he
commenced to mock us instead of helping us,

40880. Was the deer fence damaged +—Yes.

40881. Was it broken I—Yes, it is broken in different places, and th:y
iump over it.

40882. And I suppose that is where they come through - Yes.

40883. And they jump over it alsoT—Yes,

40884. How high is it *—There is & dyke three fest six, and then
wires three feet in height.

40885, Do they jump over it =—VYes, from the inside, but they cannot
jump back, and that leaves it worse on ns,

40886, What becomes of them if they don’t jump back *—They get
away by the holes that are broken in the fences.

40887, If the holes were mended, do you think the deer would have
sufficient intelligence to know that if they got in they could not get out?
—Oh ! deed, they would try it again.

40888. Then they would be cmﬂht in & trap +—Oh, we cannot catch
them, and we are not allowed to catch them.

40889. But if you could persuade the local factor that he ought to
repair these holes in the fence, then the deer if they got in could not get
out 1—They could get away to another estate, and then back again at night.

40890. So, in point of faet, it would not do you much good if the holes
wers repaired unless the fence was made higher? To repair the funce
would be of no use?—Tt is of no use unless the fence is made higher.

Fiwvay Mackyay, Crofter, Drynie Park, Mulbuie {30)—examined.

40891, The Chairman.—Read your statement?—*1, Finlay Mackay,
* Drynie Park, Mulbuie, am appointed delegate for this district. The
¢ place was first colonised about the year 1834, when a general clearance
¢ in Strathconon under gross circumstances sent the people adrift, and a
‘ number of them, my late father among the rest, scttled kere. The people
¢ got the land in lots of from six to eighteen acres. The land was unuer
 wood previously, so that the roots along with an enormous quantity of
¢ stoues made the land very difficalt to reclaim. For the first seven years
¢ they had the land at 1s. 3d. per acre, for the next seven years at 2s, 6d.,
“and {or the next seven years at 53. A nineteen years’ lease was then
¢ given at 10s. an acre, and it expired in 1876. The rent was theu raiscd
“to 15s, which was abuout the time our present proprietor came into
¢ possession. No lease was given, and the rise of rent was laid upon our
* own improvements. Most of the houses built at first have been rebuilt,
*and no help whatever was given by the proprietor till the present year,
¢ when some of the tenants got a few trees, The ground is very light and
¢ of the poorest kind, the return of cats not being over 24 There is ouly -
“one well on this part of the estate that will last the wholo year, and it
¢ will do for only one croft when the season is dry. I have to cart water
¢ about a mile for eattle, as well as for household use, during six months
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* of the year. Those having no horse have to carry it in pails a great dis-
“tance. Qur chief complaint is that our rents have been raised too much
‘on our own improvements, and what we wunt is a fair rent, fixity of
¢ tenure, and compensation for our improvements.’

40892, Sir HWenneth Mackenzie.—You had this place for forty sears
under the first two leases }—Yes.

40893, And then you got a new lease —XNo, we have not got a Jease.

40894, But you are paying now 15s. an acre for tha land at Drynie
Park t—Yes,

40395. Is that the case with all the tenants at Drynie Park?—7Yes,
except a few,

40896. Is it all iImproved now %—All except three or four acres.

40897. Are you paying 15s. an acre for the arable only, or for the whole
area—Yes; those that had two acres improved got a reduction.

40898, Do you consider that 15s. an acre is too high a rent after fifty
years’ possession #—7Yes, by one-third,

40899, What would the land be worth to any one geing into it?—I
cannot eay for that; to cultivate the land as we do, it would be hardly
worth eultivating.

40900. How many acres have you got ?—ZEighteen acres.

40U01, What stock do you keep ™ Three cows and a horse and two
calves, but still on the average [ spend on corn and straw £10 to £20.

40902. Are you able to make any wages?—Yes, I get work, but not
regularly.

40903, Would it suit you to have 2 smaller croft }—Well, in one way
I would be better off. T require the horse for the sake of the water; T
may say that is all the use of it in summer.

40904, Have there been mny new tenants coming into Drynie Park in
your time }—No.

40905. No one has given up his lot %—There are a few gave that up.

40906. Do you know what rents the remalning tenants gave for these
lots 1—They were paying the same rate as the rest,

40907. They were willing to take it at the old rate. They did not need
to take the extra land unless they chose to take it 7—1T cannot say. Some
say they were compelled to take it

40908. Have you asked the proprietor for a leaze ?—Yes, I asked for a
Jease.  We spoke to Mr Camevon the factor.

40909. And he declined to give you a lease 7-Yes, he said there was
no occasion.

40910, You have no fear of being turned out?—Ok, well we may be
careless of that, perhaps the sooner the better.

40911, But if you went to-morrow would not somebody be ready to
take the place 7—TYes,

40012, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.-—What estate were your father and the
others turned out of 2—Strathconon.

40913, Whose time was that in7—I cannot say. It was before the
Balfoars got into possession of it.

40914, How many were turned out of it%—There were twenty-one
turned out of one township.

40915. Was that the township your father belonged to?—Yes,
Glencanie. -

40916. Mr Cameron.—How many crofters are on this estate besides
yourself {— Sixteen.

40917, Do you represent them here to day 7—Yes.

40918, Are they all in the same condition as yourself —Yes.
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40919. Have they the same cause of complaint +—Yes, I may say the
whole have the same causa,

40920, Too high rents —Too high rents.

40921, Sherifi Nicolson.—Is there any remedy for your grievence about
water 1—The present proprietor spent £20 on one well, but got no supply.

40922, Where can it be got from I—By going down to the rock.

40923, There is no loch or stream from which you could be supplied
—Well, it is a long distance off,

40924, Did you ever dig for a well?—Yes, myself and my neighbour
dug a well thirty feet deep, and it keeps no water in summer.

[ApjourNED.]

INVERNESS, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1883.
Present . —

Lord Narier and Ertricg, K.T., Chairman.
Sir Kexxera 8. Mackexzig, Bart.

Doxarp CaMeEroy, Esq, of Lochiel, M.P,

C. Frasen-MacriNrosH, Esq., DLP.

Sheriff N1corsox, LL.D.

Professor Macgixyox, BLA.

Caanves Macgay, Carpenter, and Member of the Town Council of
Inverness (56)—exzamined.

40923, The Chairiman.—Do you appear here as w delegate or repre-
sentative I—Yes, from the Highland Land Law Reform Association.

40926. Have you a statement to read on behalf of the association +—
Yes.

40927. Will you be so good as to read it+—* The ohject of our
¢ gssociation is to endeavour by constitutional means to bring about
¢ a Detter eystem in the occupancy of, and for the improvement of the
¢ land, in order that the people may be enabled to live comfortably on
¢ th: land by their own industry, as was the case in former times, and
* not be compelled to emigrate to foreign countries or crowd into towns
¢ where their chances of living are much more precarious than in the
¢ country, and thereby sap our country of its vitality and its greatest
‘ wealth. While we would not in the least interfere with voluntary
¢ emigration (such as was taking place at all times since our colonies were
¢ discovered or acquired), we are convinced that there is a great deal of
¢ land formerly tilled in our own country ready for the spade and the
¢ plough, and capable of maintaining a large rural population, and alse
¢ benefiting urban populations, and if rest is beneficial to it, it has had it,
f sowe thirty or forty, some even eighty years’ rest. 'We also know that
¢ there are’large tracts of improvable land in many parts of the country,
* now comparatively valueless, that could be made productive and valu-
¢ able to both landlord and tenant; if the latter got encouragement to
‘improve and security for improvements, it would prevent our country
¢ from being impoverished by being drained of the best and ablest of the
¢ people, away to cultivate land in other countries, and of cur money for
¢ the produce of that land to keep us in fuod, thereby enriching nations
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¢ that may some day become our formidable enemies. We have no desire
‘ to cause annoyance or injury to our landed proprietors, but simply to
¢ impress on them the impolitic courses pursued on their estates during
¢ the greatest part of this cenfury ; we do not wish to see their nice home
¢ farms divided into crofts, or the amenity of their mansions, with their
¢ beautiful avenues and ancient oaks, interfered with, We are as proud of
¢ these symbels of life, wealth, and civilisation as any of them can be, and
¢ we would wish to see them spend more of their time in these charming
¢ residences, for it is admitted on all sides that noo-resident landlords as
¢ well as non-resident farmers are not real contributors to the general weal
‘ of the counfry. Our association comprise men of different religions and
¢ political creeds, and althongh now engaged in different trades or profes-
¢ siong, almost all of us (like most of town populations) have been born
* and brought up in the country, which enabled us to have seen and now
¢ sen the baneful effect of the system of adding farm to farm, and clearing
¢ out whole communities for the purpose of forming large sheep runs and
¢ deer forests,* Badenoch.—I1f we travel from Newtonmore to Loch
* Taggan, we find large patches of arable land and excellent pasture,
¢ which was at one time the happy homes of a brave race, now sacrificed to
¢ sheep, and in some instances still worse, to deer.  If we follow the course
* of the beautiful river Spey from Laggan to Lochan Spey (a distance of
¢ thirteen miles), we find six good-sized farms turned into two large sheep
¢ farms, 3ill lately in the possession of two tepants, and now in the hands of
* the proprietor, and if the hand of destruction is not restrained will probably
¢ ere long be converted into a deer forest. The arable lands on these farms
¢ extend fully six miles along the banks of the Spey, and taking arable
¢ and pasture together they extend to thirteen miles along its banks. I had
* oceasion four years ago to spend some days there on business, when the
¢ late tenants left, and a more glaring abuse of land and homesteads I never
¢ saw, some of the onee comfortable dwellings were in a most dilapiduted
¢ state, others with only the roofless walls remaining, barns (und what
‘ was at one time well-filled byres, lovelled to the ground), excepting a
¢ corner here and thers to shelter a shepherd’s cow., Glen Banchor—
¢ Seven tenants were cleared out of Glen Banchor two or three years ago,
¢ and their land was given on a nineteen years' lease as a sheep run, to a
¢ tenant who has & fine farm on a neighbouring estate, Dalchummore, at
* same rent.  The rental of the seven was £111, 10s.; the one tenant pays
* £146, 10s. ; the property was reduced from forty-four to twenty-eighs
f tenants in ten years. But coming nearer home, let us take the fine
¢ stretch of land (Stratherrick) between here and Fort Augustus, comprising
¢ peveral estates; during the last eighty years there has been about 100 well-
¢ to-do amall farmers, and about an equal number of cottars removed to
* make room for sheep farms or large holdings. Aédvurie, 1836-40. Tal-
¢ charnach,—containing about 300 acres arable and a large tract of pasture,
< wag occupied by eleven farmers ; they were turned out, and the land given
‘ to the late Mr Gentle, 1838. Bunchrubin—four tenants had about 120
¢ acres arable and 600 sheep, paid £150 rent, now in one farm at £180.
¢ Balehnim—+two tenants has been added to Ballaggan. Balnain.—
* Dunchia —about 120 acres arable and 600 sheep ; five tenants removed
¢in 1828, and the land added to Ahersky. ZLZovat.—Ruthven—about 120
¢ acres, 600 sheep, thirty-six cows, six tenants, turned info one sheep farm;
¢ these had pasture at Killin Deil, Drummond, Crockchinlan, Kilchuilam,
¢ Ardochy, and Glendo; were occupied by a great number of small farmers,
¢ but are now large sheep farms and a deer forest. Dunmagias.—Aber-
¢ chalder was cleared of thirteen farmers in one year, 183940, and the whole
¢ turned into one large sheep farm, Gorthlick—Tiree tenants turned out,

* See Appendix 4, LXXI1X,
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¢ and their land given to shesp. Lyne—two tenants for thirty years in
¢ it, turned out, and the land given to Mr Arkly. Forty years ago there
¢ were five meal-mills and one carding-mill in Stratherrick ; there are now
¢ guly two meal-mille and no carding mill. It does not, properly speaking,
¢ belong to my function to state in any measure of detail what are the
¢ remedies which in the opinion of the members of our society would
¢ effect a cure of the evil whose existence the Royal Commission was
¢ appointed to investigate. Some indication of a few remedies has bern
* given in the course of the statement which I have read. I may be
¢ permitted to suggest the following, viz. :—(1) Increasing the size and
¢ number of the smaller holdings by the division of large farms and deer
¢ forests. (2) Granting to the tenants of small holdings security of
‘ tenure at equitable rents. (3} Compensation for permanent improve-
¢ ments on land and building, (4) The restriction of deer forestery and
¢ pame preserves, or their entire probibition on lands that could he
¢ cultivated, or that are capable of rearing sheep or cattle. (5} The pro-
¢ viding of harbour and other facilities for the encouragement of fishing
¢ industry in the Highlands of Scotland.’

40928. In the paper yon have read to ns there are several examples
given of the consolidation of emall holdings in the form of large
sheep farms.  You have not given the dates in all cases at which these
consolidations were effected. I cannot, of course, enter into the details of
each case, with which I am unacquainted, but I would like to know from
you ab what period any important conoselidation has of recent ycars
occurred. What is the last ease you knmow of evietion in a township
and the consolidation of the Jand in the form of a farm or forest I—The
latest case I refer to is in Glen Banchor, which took place over two or
three years ago. 1 did not ask exactly the date of it, but it can casily
be ascertained from the valuation roll.

40929, Whese property is Glen DBanchor?—Xr Macpherson of
Belville.

40930. Is that an old property in the present family, or is it a recent
purchase %It is an old property. Tt was bought by Mr Maepherson,
the translator of Ossian’s poems. It will be about one hundred years in
the possession of the family.

40931, How many tenants were evicted in this case +—Seven, as far
as I am aware.

40932, Do you understand that these tenants were removed at the end
of the lease, or were they the cld hereditary tenants of the plaee sitting
at will 7—TI think they were sitting at will From the valuation reil of
that period T cannot find that they had leases, while the present single
tenant has a lease of nineteen years,

40933. Do you know whether these tenants held, as it were, in the
form of a township?—There were two townships, at least they were
under the name of two townships—Easterton and Westerton.

40934. They were to be looked upon as two townships in the ordinary
acceptation of the word, with a common pasture 7—Yes, they had pasture
along with it.

40933, They had an outrun or common pasture I—Yes.

(110936. Do you know whether they received any eompensation =—No,
I don't.

40937. There was no compensalion for improvements?—I don't know
whether there was,

40938. Do you know whether they were otherwise provided for upon

the estate 1—XNo, T don't ; but it was pgenerally said at the time that they
wers purcly and simply turned out,
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40939. Do you look upon this as a typical case of an evietion of two
small townships 7—I do—a modern eviction,

409840, Within the last two or three years—Yes,

40841, Do you know what became of the families; into what con-
dition of life did they pass }—No, I don’t.

40942, Do you know whether any of them emigrated 7—XNo.,

40943. You never heard whether they received any assistance in any
form towawds their future lives from the proprietor +—No, I did not.

40944, The land has been turned into a sheep farm %—Yes.

40945. At an increase of between £30 and £1U a year of rental?
—About £30, I think.

40946. Do you know whether the proprictor has had to lay out any
ronsiderable sum of money in conneetion with the change?—No, I
don't,

40947, Is the shecp farmer residenf, or does he reside on apother
farm #—He resides on another farm, on a different estate. He is on Sir
George Macpherson Grant’s estate.

40948, And I suppose be keeps shepherds or managers there 1—Yes.

40949. The rent of the farm is £146, 10s. 1—7Yes, that is what the
valuation roll gives.

40950, Do you know whether any land held or used as arable land on
those townships has gone out of eultivation and is now in grass I
cannot say. 1 believe myself it hag, but T would not like to say.

40951, Then in the districts to which you refer in your paper, do
vou consider that the tendency to consolidation lhas gone on up to the
present time, or did it terminate, as a rule, many years ago?—It has a
tendency to go on to the present time.

40952, (Can you give me any example in districts you allude to of a
deer forest having been established or enlarged at the expense of the
small tenants’ lands?—I cannot exactly say at the expense of the
small tenants, because they were generally converted into sheep farms
first, and latterly converted into deer forests,

40953, Then you think that the substitution has not been deer for
people but deer for sheep —Deer for sheep ; but if we go to the root, it
ig deer for people.

40954, Then you go a stage further back —Yes.

40955. You mentioned that the persons whom you represent regard
emigration with some jealousy, as 1 understood !—Yes, the majority of
us do.

40956. You think that the labour of the people will be better
expended in the cultivation of our own land than in the cultivation of
eolonlal lands?™—Yes, my own opinien is decidedly so, from toking
observations of my friends and acquaintances who had gone there, and
some of whom came back. .

40957. But you spoke of emigration as an impoverishment rather to
our own country. You are not, I suppose, disposed to deny that when
people emigrate and establish new communities they have new wants,
and hecome large conswmers of the manufactures and produee of ocur
country ?--I don't deny that T quite admit that, but I maintain also
that, while they do emigrate and become large communities in other places,
they impoverish our own country, because they leave our places empty,
and consequently we want both their produce and their consumption.

40958. You think it would be better that more consumers should be
established in our own country, than that people should go abread and
become consumers there t-—That is decidedly my opinion.

40959. But don’t you think that people who emigrate may, from the
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advantages of their position abroad, become more important consumers
abroad than they would be if they settled on our comparatively sterile
lands in this eountry —XMy experience for the last forty years—and I
have been taking particular notice of it, for I had a very great mind to
emigrate myself—is, that they arc not such great consumers aa the publie
at home are ; and I think we have examples of that in a great many of
those who come back from the colonies, and who have been forfunate;
they are more careful, and don’t consume so rmuch as people who have
been brought up at home.

40960. At any rate, whother they are beotter or worse consumers
abroad, you desire there should be an expansion of cultivation in this
country so as to create eonsumers here }—Yes.

40961. You say there are waste lands in these districts here which are
susceptible of cultivation and improvement; have you any suggestions to
make as to the manner or terms on which waste land night be reclaimed
here t—Well, it is not for me to make any suggestions, because I expect
when it comes to that, that wiser heads than mine will be engaged in
making arrangements for that ; but I don’t see any difficulty in its being
done. 'The people had been doing it formerly without having any encour-
agement or reward for so doing, and I don’t see how some encourage-
ment could not be given to a greater extent now.

40962, We may assume that, up to the present moment, the usual
course has been that when unreclaimed land has been given to a family
they held it at an easy rent for a certain length of time, and that they
cultivated or reclaimed it, and that at the end of nineteen years, or some
term of that kind, the land is revalued, and they are continued in the
oecupation at a higher rent. That, I think, is what khas usually been
done{—Yes.

40963. Have you got any distinet plan by which you think that process
could be advantageously regulated $—It could be advantageously reyulated,
and would be a very great benefit to the country and to the nation at
large, if those parties, the tiliers of the land, who improve the land, had
longer tenure of their land, and did not run the risk of its being put up
periodicaily, until they are actually squeezed out of the land, even without
being evicted in the actual sense of the word ; we have instances of that
in this neighbourhood. That fine place over on Leachkin, on the north
side of the canal, was, sixty years ago, just waste land. That was given
in small lots to tenants, and they got on very well. I lived in the neigh-
bourhood for years, and a more industrious set of people you could not
see, and, with one exception, they were all eomfortable, They got on
very well, and were all comfortable, but within the last ten years—about
that time back—a new factor came on the estate, and he went over the
ground and considered they had it too cheap, and it was put up about
200 per cent. upon the rent they were paying before.

40964, How long had they been in occupancy Tt is about sixty
years since the place was originally cultivated. They would be in occu-
pancy from forty to fifty years. 7Their lota are from 6 to 8 acres,
and they paid originelly from 50s. to 60s, for the lot, and they now pay
an average of £8 and £9 for the quantity of ground. Our association
would like that these things would be put on such a fo. t'ng that the
people who actually imjroved the land would not be liable to be moved
about at the mercy of any new incomers by rack-renting,

40965. Have these small tenants left their holdingst—No. The place
was advertised before they got even a chance of it at a high rent, It was
advertised to be let in one holding, and that was the first intimation they
gob of it ; and they went in & body to the proprietor, and sald they weze
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ready to give the rent that was asked for it, and they got a twelve years'
lease at the advanced rent. That lease was ouf last year, and I believe
there are new leases mow written out, though not handed out to them,
upon the new system that is upon the estate—three years’ lease and two
years’ notice.

40966, Is it let at an advanced rent or the same rent?—TI don't know
what the new lease is, but I don’t think it could be advanced, because it
was as {ar advanced as any one could put it twelve vears ago.

40967. Sir Kenneth Alackenzie—You mentioned that you believe
there s a great deal of land in our eountry, formerly tilled and ready
for spade and plough, capable of maintaining a large rural population.
Have you any information as to what kind of a livelihood the former
rural population made in these districts?—I have. I was born and
brought up amongst some of these myself. 1 was for six or seven years
a8 a boy living in Stratherrick, and I scarcely knew any poor man in that
district. I believe there are old men in the hall here who had some of
these holdings, and I know that when they were turned out of their
holdings they had a considerable sum of money even in those small places;
and I also knew of even eottars upon these holdings who had a little
money lent to the large farmers.

40968. What waa the size of the holdings where the people were able
to make a comfortable livelihood +—They were from 25 to 30 acres, with
a good oubrun of pasture that kept about 100 sheep or so.

40969. And what sort of tent did they pay for these?—The farm of
Bunchrubin was occupied by four tenants. They were turned out in
1838 ; they had about 120 acres of arable land, and 600 sheep between
the four tenants. They paid £150 of rent. It now pays £180, and I
believe the late Sheriff Tytler improved about 40 acres, and that is the
excuse he made to the four tenants for removing them. I think one
of the tenants is here who was turned out.

40970, Well, the rise of rent was from £150 to £1801—Yes.

40971. Would these four tenants have given the same rent2—1I don’t
know if they would give the rise; but it was against their will that they
left the place. T believe they did not get a chance. I believe one of the
men is in this hall, and, if I remember, ke told me they did not get the
offer of it.

40972, As I understand, this farm has not been added to any other
farm. It was formerly a joint occupancy, and now it is a single occu-
pancy +—Quite so.

40973. And the only apparent reason for removing the tenants was
that a higher rent was given for the farm ¥—I don’t know. T believe
there would not be much difference on the rents, but the proprictor im-
proved about 40 acres of land after they Jeft, and that was the only excuse
that was given tothem for being removed.

40974, Then you cannot assign any reason for the removal of these four
tenants —No, I cannot.

40975. Can you not assign generally any reason for the removal of
the tenants throughout the country 3—Yes, the great reascn was the craze
for large holdinga,

40976, But did these large heldings afford an increase of rent &—Thers
might be, as a general rule, because we are well aware that rents were
inercasing &ll over during that period. |

40977 What T want to amive at is this, can the large farmer pay a
larger rent thar the small one 71 don’t believe it.

40978, Of course, there is a limit to that. There 13 a size of farm
below which & man cannot afford to pay the full rent, What is the
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smaliest size of farm at which you think a tenant should pay as good a
rent as if he had double or treble the quantity 7—1 think a farm of from
twenty to thirty acres of land, with ordinary pasture to keep from 60 1o
150 sheep, i3 a farm that with any industrious man attending to his
business onght to pay and keep him comfortable.

40979, And that is the class of farm you would wish to see made #—
Yes, and that is the class of farm that was in Stratherrick at that
time.

40980, And you think if the farms in Stratherrick were divided
into farms of that sisze, there is land there that was ploughed, and that
can be ploughed again without auny trouble +—Yes, this Bunchrubin was
oceupied by towns, and each holding was named by a name. Each had
from six to seven cows, nice stackyards (I have seen some of them myself),
and from fifty to one hundred sheep; and each of them was in
comparative comfort, I may be allowed to state, in regard to the farm of
Bunchrubin, I don’t know how the man who succeeded the four tenants
prospered to the end of his lease, but I know the farmer before the present
one went out of it penniless, and the four tenants who went oub of if, or
who were turned out, were each of them able to take other farms. One
of them took a farm down about Culloden. The others took the farm of
Lyne, which was a larger holding.

40981, Mr Cumeron.—Will you give us information as to the seven
farms in Badenoch, on Speyside, that were consolidated into one holding?
—T cannet give you the information, because I did not go inte the inquiry
when they were consolidated, but I spent four days there in connection
with valuations, going along these places, and I assure you it was a sad
gight to see themn. It was not even crofters or small farmers, but what
were termed in my younger days, gentleman farmers, who occupied some
of these houses; they were excellent houses—slated houses. I couid
not say exactly as to the extent of the different holdings of arable land,
but they were, I would say, farms that would be paying from £100
to £150 of rent each.

40982, They would hardly come under the deseription of crofters thend
~—2No, but from the appearance of the homesteads there must been a good
many cottars who generally followed these farms at that time, and lived
in great comfort

409383, What estate is that on '—It is now Sir John Ramsden’s, but
then it was Ballybristle’s, and T may be permitted to refer to thatas a
very great example of the evil of non-resident landlords.  Ballybristle
lived in England. His principal man of business was in Fngland, and
there was just a local manager upon the estate.

40984. 1 want to ask a little more about these farms. o you mean
that seven farms of £150 apiece were consolidated into one farm }—They
would not he £150 over all, but I would say from £100t0 £150. There
were Strathmashie, Dalchully, Shirrabeg, Shirramore, Garnamore, and
Garnaheg, with the finest pasture.

40985, They were always sheep farms +~DMixed farms, but principally
sheep farms, That is a class of farms that always paid in the Highlands,
and that is the class of farms we would like to see still.

40086. Is Sirathmashie now a deer forest 7--No, it is a sheep farm.

40987. Talking of deer forests, I understood you to say, in answer tu
the Chairman, that though the people were removed to make way
for sheep, yet, as the sheep were removed subsequently, to make
room for deer, it was only going a step further back ! — Yes, the
pecple were removed first for shesp, and then deer in a great many
instances followed the sheep.
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40988. But the proprietor who removed the penple to make way for
sheep could not have foreseen that the system of deer forests woull
grow up suhsequenily,—the ragefor deer forests, as you would put jt 4—2XNo,

40989, Therefore the deer forest system conld not be responsible for
the removal of the people, as it did not exist then #—Certainly, it would
to a certain extent, because of curtailing the land from the few remnants
of people remaining.

40990, I am ounly talking about responsibility. I said that as the
proprietor who removed the people for sheep could not foresee that the
Iarge sheep farms would be appropriated for deer, the deer forest system
cannot be held responsible for the removal of the people. It was done by
the proprietor for the sake of the rent he would derive from the large
farms 7—Certainly.

40991, Yo that when people write or talk about the people being
removed to make way for sheep or deer, it ought more accurately to be
described as making way for sheep, which in their turn made way for
deer It would be the most accurate way, certainly.

40992, Now, this process of consolidation to which you have referred,
appears to have gone on in a very extensive way. T should like to have
your opinion about whether you think that process is now in a fair way
of being stopped, or are you apprehensive that it will still continue -—I
believe it is in a fair way of being stopped to & certain extent, and I believe
the reason for that is very much owing to public opinion, and also that
they find that consolidation does not pay even so well as the ordinary-
sized farms,

40993. Don’t you think that proprietors, if it could be donre, would be
be very willing to get back their people, and cut up their farms and
perhaps deer forests into small allotments, so as to restore to a great
extent the state of things that existed before 1—1I helicve a great many of
them wowld be very glad to do so.

40994, You are aware that a sheep farm is now an article almost
unmarketalle 2—1I am aware of that.

40995, So that vhe successors of those people who cleared their lands—
perhaps in a very wrongful way—are now being pumnished for what their
predecessors did —Yes, I have no doubt, if they continued very much
longer, they would be punished much more, for the simple reason, that I
am quite certain that a very few years will bring landlords to be far more
anxious to get their men back than they are just now. Of that I am
quite convinced from experience. As a tradesman taking contracts from
Badenoch to Loch Tnver, right along the whole country, I have had an
opportunity of sceing the great evil that has been caused to the country
from an economic point of view.

40996. Assuming it to be the wish of the landlords voluntarily to cub
up these large farms, and to have a greater number of tenants on their
estates, can you suguest any proposal by which this wish may be encour-
aged and assisted so as to become a real fact—1I think there should be
no difficulty in that. I know there is more difficulty in it than if the
people had been retained on the land ; for a great many of the people
that would take moderate-sized farms have either died out or left the
country. We had examples not very long ago of some large farms being
advertised for small holdings, and I belivve they got no offers, but the
reason for that is quite clear. People who could stock a farm of twenty-
five or thirty acres of land, are not in the neighbourhood now, and the
larger farmers would not be inclined to go and take them, unless they got
them altogether ; and in order to Lring about the occupancy of moderate-
sized holdings, there would require to be some help given to them, by
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the advance of money by Government, or in some other way, and I don’t
think there is any diffieulty in that any raore than there is in advancing
money for large properties for improvements. For instance, on the farm
of Lyne, that was added to Gorthlick, they got some mouney, and im-
proved some land, and paid the last penny of it all during a nineteen
years' lease, and at the end of the lease they were turned out for no
cause whatever, and their farm was added to a large one.

40997. There is one expression in your paper which I think you, per-

- haps, may be inclined to re-consider. May I ask, first, does that paper

contain the views of the association which you representt—It does. 1
may state that it is my own composition, but I submitted it to the exe-
cutive eommittee, and to a general meeting of our society, and they all
approved of it

40998. I find a sentence in it, in which you express views against
emigration, for fear of enlarging and strengthening countries that may
some time become our formidable enemies ?—Yes.

40999, Now, in writing that sentence, you surely don't mean to say
that we should be chary of sending our people abroad, for fear they may,
sometime or other, become enemies of this country +—Why do our states-
men chjeet to the Channel tunnel ?

41000. I don't quite see that the Channel tunnel has much to do with
it ; but if you like to illustrate it by that, I am willing to hear it+—
They are chary of giving the power to any nation to take advantage of
us in case of a difference.

41001, But if the views of your association had always existed, no
colonists would ever have gona to America or Australia or anywhere else,
becanse there would always be a fear that when rich and powerful, they
would become our enemies, and the colonies would not exist if those
views had alwavs been entertained 2—Yes, we want to have friendly and
free intercourse with all nations, but we don't want fo give them undue
advantages, for when we send our people or means across there we weaken
our own. If we keep our own and allow natural emigration, we have
no objection to that.

41002. But, leaving Ireland aside, is there any evidence that people
going from the Highlands have become disposed to be the enemies of
this country; have they not been among the most loyal of the Queen’s
subjects -—There has been an instance to the contrary in the Canadian
dominions. I remember they got up in arms against the power of this
country, and, if I am not mistaken, one of the chief leaders was a High-
lander—a Mackenzie.

41003, Professor Mackinron.—Your knowledge of the whole country
gide here is very large I—Yes, pretty large.

41004, I think you stated that a eroft of about 20 to 30 acres is the
minimum eroft you would ike to see established +—Yes.

41005. What would be the rent, judging from the practice of the
country side, which you think such a farm ought to carry I would
say that the rent the people were paying at the time I refer to—forty
years ago—would be a fair rent; that is, taking all the circumstances
into consideration, they would pay the rents they were paying then
Taking those instances I brought forward —such as £150, their land was
from 25 to 30 acres arable, and that is 112 acres divided among
four, and they paid at that time £150 between them, which made
it about £35 to £40 a year each. Now, considering the inerease in the
price of farm produce, I would say that, at. the rents they were paying at
that time, they should live very comfortally to-day, but there has been
an increase Letween that period and now. '
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41006. You think the increase has been too much ?—Ves,

41007. But I suppose you would not object to a certain amount of
increase on the rent of crofts?—I would not. T would certainly say so,
provided it were put upon a system that it would not bhe at the mercy of
every new comer. There is now a tendency for property to changze hands,
and what existed then is not very safe now.

41008. Have you formed any idea upon what footing vou would put
matters 50 as t» prevent the possibility of that*—According to my own
idea, T would be in favour of long tenure.

41009. Long lease7—Long tenure, so as fo encourage the people to
improve, and give them an opportunity to benefit by their oceupation.

41010, From your knowledge of the country, can you point to any
holdings of the kind and size that you would like to see generally estab-
lished #—XNot #0 much now; of course there are a numnber; for instance,
the Coigach distriet is a very nice type. That is a distriet where the
land is limited. I have bren there for some time. I have been there
as a tradesman, and have tried to make myself as well acquainted as
possible with it, and I would eay that where land is limited to that
extent, the holding would be a very nice one, but in that ease they only
pay from £3 to £10 of rent.  They bave a considerable extent of pasture,
awl in thab case they were threatened with some of the ground being
turned into deer forest not many years ago, which was not, as Lochiel
put it, following the sheep.

41011. What I would like to get at would be this—whether you can
point to a particular community just now, of your own knowledge, that
are in a comfortable condition, such as you rememher the Stratherrick
people to have heen forty years ago—No, I can scarcely do so, because
in most cases they have been curtailed of the pasture, which made them
far more comfortable. Small farms are not so comfortable now. They
were generally curtailed, and I can ecarcely point to any place to-day
that is so comfortable as they were at the time X refer to, in Strath-
errick.

41012. T don't mean quite so comfortable, but sufficiently comfortable
that it would be the interest of the country generally that their type should
be inereased in number 7—Yes, I know they would be sufficiently comfort-
able, but they would be far more so by giving them more pasture. I
refer to the estate of Glen Urquhart, which is almost all small holdings ;
and I might refer to ancther in Ross-shire, where I know some of them
are very comfortable.

41013. That is the class of holdings you would like to see scattered all
over the Highlands+—Yes, I hold that is the class of people who benefit
the country.

41014. You would not Iike large farms to be done away with altogether ?
— Not moderately large farms, but we have some that are not profitable to
the people themselves,

41015, You stated about Leachkin in this neighbourhood that the people
reclaimed the place, and had itfor forty yearsfor a small rent, which was afier-
wards about trebled. Supposing that a suitable place were to be given to
energetic people for reclamation, what peried, what length of lease, would
you think reasonable to give them, at a small rent, in ovder to enable them
to recoup themselves for the work they would do upon the land in the
way of improvement =—It would depend a good dezl upon the subject
they would get.

410186, Take o place like Leachkin 7—I would certainly say that about
the time they had it would be a fair time to recoup them if they had
security that the rent would not be increased unreasonsbly after that,—
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that it would be revalued by neutral parties, and that they would not be
turned out of it.

41017. Your objection to the treatment of these people was not that
the rent was increased within that peried, but that 1t was increased too
much +—Inereased too much ; and, in some cases, some of the land taken
away altogether and added to a large farm, and that was still worse than
the increasing.

41018. Now, how would you settle the rate of increase under the new
lease that would be given to such people? Who would be the valuator?
—T think a court of inquiry such as we have appointed for other things
by Government, would be thie best means of doing it—the most just way
of doing it for all parties, both propricior and tenant.

41019. And would you allow that eourt of inquiry, if they thought
proper, to fix thie actnal value of the land at that date, or would you
allow them to take into consideration the fact that it was the people
themselves who reclaimed it in the past —I would allow them to take it
into consideration that the people reclaimed it.

41020. Would you oblige them to take that into consideration —Iwould.

41021, So that the pecple would have the land first on a lease at a
comparatively nominal rent, and then during a second period with the
consideration that if was they who hiad brought it lo the state it was int
—Yes, distinctly.

41022, That is quite a different state of matters from the present }—
Entirely, in most cases. I am glad fo see we have some proprietors
who give etfect to that.

41023, I mean the state of the law; I don’t refer to the occasional
practice. The practice in some cases way be as good as the law you
would wish for all +—Quite so.

41024, You would wish to make binding npon all what some at
present do of their own accord +—1 do.

41025. Mr Fruser-Muckinfosh.—I want to put one or two questions to
you with reference to your principal statement. Take first the case of
Stratherrick which you bave spoken of. DMost of that is in the pavish
of Dores t—Dores, and the parizh of Boleskine,

41026. Ts it consistent with your knowledge that the population of
the Dores parish is very much decreascd +—It must have decreased.

41027, Are you aware that the amount of pauperism there is unusaaily
large i—I am not actually aware of it, but I am aware by hearsay
incidentally.

41028, What is the cause of that excessive pauperism in the parish of
Dores I consider the cause is the way the people were turned out of
their holdings. That is the cause of it in Dores, and it is partialiy the
cause of it also in Inverness, by people coming in frown that district. I
may mention there i3 one whe was turned out of one of these places who
is now a pauper in Inverness.

41029, Has the town of Inverness not suffered very much within the
last forty years by people coming in that were evicted from other parishes
——Very much,

41030. In answer to his Lordship, you stated you were not aware of
any small people being put out for the sake of deer forests—that it did
not come under your observation N ot quite.

41031. You are well acquainted with Glen Urqubart %—Yes.

41032, Now, although it was done in a very mild manner, is it not a
fact that some small people were deprived of their heldings in connection
with the deer forest of Balmacaan?—Yes, it quite escaped my mind, 1

- did not wish to avoid the guestion, but it quite escaped my mind.
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41033. It was done in as mild a way as possible —Yes,

41034. But it was done '—Yes, it was the case, and very nice holdings.

41035. Okl holdings +—OId holdings,

41036, Now, on that side of Loch Ness, have there not been forests
created of late years?—Yes, and there have been a number of larger
holdings cleared for them too, and smaller ones that were not actually
sheep farms,

41037. Take the very latest forest that has been created in the valley
of Loch Ness—the forest nf Glendo. "What wasit made out of *—FEighty
years ago it wos 2 mixed farm held by some five or six farmers,—arable
and pasture. It was taken from them and added to a farm at Fort-
Augustus for a sheep farm, and it is now a deer forest.

41038. Do you know that in the time of Simon, Lord Lovat, he could
raise an entire regiment from Stratherrick alone, and did do so7—Yes,
I know that from history.

41039, Could such a thing be done to-day +—No.

41040. Within your early recollection was it not a fact that there wore
numbers who might be styled gentlemen farmers in the district of Strath-
errick —A very great many.

41041, Are there any such now1—I am not aware of any.

41042, With regard to the particular evictions you referred to in
Badencch, viz., Glen Banchor, and Glen Balloch, are you aware that the
whole matter appeared in the newspapers of the day 1—VYes,

41043, All the particulars were then given and commented upon t—I
remember them being commented upon. I don’t remember how the
particulars were quite given,

41044, And the faets are accessible to the Commission +—Yes.

41045, Do you see a gentleman before you, Mr Mackenzie of the Fres
Press, who knew all about it +—Yes.

41046, Youare aware he wrote a full account of the matters at the time
—1I forget. I may have seen it.

41047. Are you aware of this further fact, that the tenant who was to
come in in place of those evicted tenants, was very willing to draw back,
but would not be allowed to draw back by the proprietor t—1 am not
gware of that ; but 1 would imagine from the man that he would see the
injustice of removing the people, and wounld be inclined to withdraw.

41048. Have you been in that valley yourself +—Not up throughit, I
have been up part of it. I have been doing some work in that neighbour-
hood, and I just went out to take a look at the country, not with any
special object.

41049, I suppose then you are not so familiar with the subject as to
enter into any details m—No, not to go into details,

41050. You are not aware that a clergyman of the Fres Church
was born upon one of those crofts of which the parties were dispossessed {
—XNo, I am not aware of that; only I am aware that two of them were
widows.

41051, Now, will you kindly explain why it was that you made
reference to the large farms at the head of Spey that you were valuing;
was it in illustration of the bad effects of large farms +—7Yes, I was so
impressed with it at the time that I could never get rid of it,—about how
our country was destroyed by that system, destroyed in every way, he-
cause I considered it was destroyed actually for those who were able to
take comparatively large holdings; it was destroyed as a means of employ-
ment, and it was destroyed as a means of produce.

41052. And these houses, you stated, were not merely the houses of
poor crofters and others, but houses which what may be cal'le% gentlemen

H
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tacksmen, retired officers of the army, and others, at one time occupled —
TIam very much under the impression that T was told there, by some of the
parties about the place, that thers had been some officers either born or
residing there, belonging to that neighhourhood, natives of Badenoch,—
that they had either been born in these houses, and joined the army oub
of these houses, or had come back to reside there. I was informed of
that upon the ground,

41053. Let us come now to the Leachkin. Supposing there were
written evidence in existence that a proprietor offered and wished the
people to come and gettle upon his land, and take it in as you have
described, and that they did come forward and take it in—suppose that
to be the case, and suppose afterwards that that proprietor’s successors
acted in the manner you have described, could that be deseribed as any-
thing else than a policy of converting the occuparts of soil merely into
land-reclaiming and rent-producing machines —That is what T would
certainly call it. They were just made a handle of to increase the value
of the place and enrich one individual.

41054, Do you believe that one sixpence was ever laid out by the
proprictor upon the houses or lands of Leachkin 1—1I am told, but I have
no evidence of it, that when they commenced there first they were to get
£10 an acre for every acre they reclaimed, and a few of them who com-
menced there first got it for a few acres, but none of them got the full
amount for the whole they brought in. I know as a fact that some of
them who had reclaimed some of it daring the last thirty years did not
get one penny, and after being raised from 50s. to £12, 10s. for their lot
they were latterly deprived of it, and it was added to the large farms for
no reason whatever,

41055. As a matter of picturesqueness or beauty, iz the Leachkin a
very pretty object as lotted out particularly in harvest-time $—1It is one of
the finest places I like to look at,

41056. Would it be as fine a sight if it were one big farm #—Not
according to my view.

Avexaxper Macrexzis, Dean of Guild, Inverness {44)—examined,

41057. The Chairmam—Do you appear here as a delegate—I do
not. I just offered to give evidence as an individual

41058. Were you not elected as a delegate for Gairloch, as I believe
some portion of your statement may have reference to Gairloch 7—1I was
elected as a delegate for Gairloch, but I thought 1t was best that in
Gairloch they should send local people forward to give evidence there ;
but I promised that, in the event of cerfain evidence not coming out in
Gairloch, T should present it to the Commissioners in Inverness.

41059, Then you appear in soms degree as a delegate of Gairloch,
and in a greater degree as a general adviser on this subject —1I can scarcely
assume that position.

41060. Well, will you kindly read your statement?— My Lord and
¢ Gentlemen,—It may be well that I should state at the outset a few facts, in
¢ my own experience, with the view of justifying me in offering myself for
¢ examination before Her Majesty’s Commissioners —I was born, and
¢ lived for nearly twenty years, on a west coast croft of about four acres,
“and I am one of a family of seven children reared upon it. During
‘my youth I took an active part in fishing in the west, es well &3 in
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¢ everything else a Highland crofter has to engags in. T afterwards
¢ left home, and engaged and continued as a ploughman for a few years,
¢ going through every stage of practical farming, from “ orra man ” to work-
‘ing grieve. After this experience I went as a hired servant to the
* herring fishing on the east coast and at ‘Wick, for three seasons in
¢ succession, working during the remaining portion of each year, first as
¢ an ordinary railway labourer, but ultimately as a foreman, and as a
¢ plate-layer. I submit that I thus possess an experience and a personal
¢ knowledge of my countrymen and their menner of life, at home and
¢ from home, which fully justified me in asking the Royal Commissioners
“ to afford yne the opportunity, which they were pleased to grant me, of
¢ laying a statement before them. In addition fo this, I have since made
¢ the position of my countrymen at home and in Capada a special study,
‘ having visited the Dominion a few years ago for the purpose of
‘ enabling me to do so there from personal knowledge. Further, since
¢ this Commission was pgranted, I visited most of the places where the
¢ Commissioners held inguiry, and this enables me still more to speak
¢ from recent personal observation and direct contact with the peopls as
¢ to their position and requiremernts, It is, however, unnecessary, after
‘ the mass of detailed evidence which has been led hefore the Com-
¢ mission, that I should go into further detail, except as to my own
¢ native parish of Gairloch, with which I shall deal further on; but I
‘may be permitted to state generally the conclusions at which I have
¢ arrived, after having driven over and seen the ground and the country,
fin a manner which it was impossible the Commissioners could do,
¢ going, as they generally did, by sea. The first thing that strikes any
¢ intelligent observer who goes through the country is, that the fertile
¢ portious of the land—which still show unmistakable evidence of having
¢ been once under cultivation and cceupied by a large number of people
at no remote period—are now generally included in the sheep farms,
“and occasionally in deer forests, while the people are congested om
¢ rocky promontories and scattered patches on the sea-shore. This is indis-
* putable. It is slso indisputable that, in many cases, their holdings in
¢ these wretched situations have been curtailed-—especially their hill
¢ pasture—without any reduction of rent; indeed, very often where the
¢ holdings were curfailed the rents have been increased, and that aithough,
¢ according to Sir John M‘Neill's report (pages xiv. and xvil), the
¢ value of the products of the crofts has been reduced by one half in con-
¢ gequence of the failure of the potato. To this depreciation in value
¢ must be added the deterioration of the soil from constant eropping, which
¢ is s0 preat that in many instances the land searcely produces a single
¢ return of the seed, True, the value of cattle has inereased, but to
¢ people who, in consequence of the smallness and barrenness of their
* holdings, cannot grow encugh upon them to winfer their “souming,”
¢ this increase in the value of cattle—of which so much has been made
¢ —will not make up for the depreciation of the value of their erofts,
¢ and especially when the summering of their cattle is often made im-
¢ possible by the curtailment of their hill pasture. The cattle are thus

¢ semni-starved in summer as well as in winter. An ordinary passer-by -

¢ will almost in every case, from the high-way, point out, from itg black
¢ and barren appearance, the portion of the hill pasture now in the hands
¢ of the people from that in the hands of the sheep-farmer ; for the latter
¢ has not only succeeded in getting the best of the arable portion of the
¢ Jand, to let it out of cultivation, but has also managed to secure every-
¢ where the best portion of the hill pasture. With this constant curtail-
¢ ment of their holdings and insecurity of tenure—as in the Isle of Skye,
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¢ where every ome of the population, as shown by the Sheriffi-Clerk’s
¢ books at Portree, has a decree of removal issued against him or her every
¢ twenty years, or three times in every two generations—the people have
¢ no incentive to wock or to improve their condition; the consequence
¢ being that we have periodical destitution, and appeals to charity which,
¢ largely and necessarily, demoralises its recipients. Of this result we
¢ have had ample testimony this year, though the destitution bas not,
¢ in my opinion, been anything like what it has been represented by land-
¢ Jords and factors in the west. On this peint I can testify from
¢ personal knowledge obtained among and from the people themselves;
¢ but the demeralisation produced among a section of them, in less than a
¢ year, is as glaring as it is painful to their best friends. Many persons
¢ possessing property—heritable and personal—not only sought a share
¢ of the charity sent from the south for the destitute only, as a matter
¢ of right, but, I am sorry to say, in many instances, obtained it.
¢t Effect of Decrees of Removal and Erictions.—One rtemoval would
¢ naturally paralyse a whole district, when every man knew that it might
¢ be his turn next, just as one arbitrary eviction of a proprietor from his
¢ estate, say by Parliament, would paralyse landlords and reduce the
¢ value of all their estates. Supposing this were possible, how many
¢ proprietors would spend any money on improvements? But what must
¢ be the effect in this respect on the poor temants at will throughout
¢ the whole Highlands, when we consider not only the number of decrees
* of removal issued agaipst them, but the thousands of them who wers
¢ forcibly evicted from houses built and lands reclaimed from the waste
¢ by themselves or their predecessors, without any compensation what-
“ever? No rational person will expect the necessary energy and desire
¢ for improvement and good cultivation of their holdings, by any people,
¢ under such conditions; and matters must continue to go from bad to
¢ worse, until we have a revolution in the Highlands, unless a change for
‘ the better soon takes place. Gairloch under Dr Mackenzie.—Though
¢ I would have much preferred that somo of the proceedings which were
¢ carried on in my native parish of Gairloch should have been told by
¢ others, I feel in duty bound to refer to some of these. I do not know
4 of anything that more completely shows the evil results of uncontrolled
¢ factorship than what tock place in Gairloch during Sir Kenneth
¢ Mackenzie's minority. Before referring to these proceedings, however,
¢in detail, T would mention that in the memory of my own father, still
¢ alive, fourteen families were removed from Isle of Ewe; five or six from
¢ Ard-na-Faoileann; eight from Drumchore; fourteen from Turnaig and
¢ Inverewe; and ten from XKernsary, all in the parish of Gairloch. I,
¢ myself, remember when the crofts were being surveyed and measured
¢ off, and the whole of Sir Kenneth Mackenzie's estate transformed from
4 the “runrig” to the lotting system. I remember the failure of the
¢ potato crop and the destitution of 1846-47, and at that early age I
¢ was obliged to work on my father’s croft—a great part of which was an
¢ actual quagmire—filling drains and removing stones, for which we got
¢ Indian and bad oztmeal in payment. This meal, I always understood,

. ¢ was “destitution ” meal. But whether that was so or not, interest was

¢ charged for the improvements made, and my father had to pay it so
‘long as we remained in that croft. Being the oldest of the family, I
¢ had to work in this way for years, so that I was mever able to get a
* whole year, at one time, in school, but had to be satisfied with the winter
¢ months, and a few weeks in summer, after the crops were laid down and
* the peats cat, in the beginning of June. This meal was kept in the
¢ cellars aé Charleston, until, as said by the people, it became alive;"
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¢ while many of those for whom it was intended were on the verge of
¢ sbarvation. If was a common saying in the parish, that the Diabaig
¢ people—who had to come for their dole ten or twelve miles across the
* hill, “ might stop at home and whistle for it, for that it could walk to
¢ Diabaig.” Ultimately it was put into the sea, and heing a calm night,
¢ it floated on the surface, and next morning, a border of meal was found
¢ all along the shore, while the people were still in a state of semi-starva-
¢ fion, Several persons, who knew the fzeis, have narrated them to me
‘ since, and refreshed my own recollections of the time; while I had the
* whole confirmed in March and April last by one of the men who per-
¢ sonally threw the meal into the sea, and was alarmed to find it floating,
‘and on the beach, next morning. He was one of Dr Mackenzie’s sub-
¢ ordinate officials, and had a personal share in all the meaner proceedings
‘ during the latter and more disastrons period of the Doctor's factorial
“rule. The leading features of Dr Mackenzie’s scheme were-—after get-
¢ ting the people to trench and drain their erofte—to insist upen a rotation
‘ of crops, sow grasses—clover and rye-grass—turnips, cabbages, carrots,
¢ Jerusalem artichokes, and numercus other vegetables of which they never
¢ heard before, 80 as to enable them to feed their cattle indoors, and to
¢ have plenty green vegetables for their own consumption. The idea was
“a good one, bub the instruments and manmer of carrying it out were
¢ unsuitable, mainly because rigid rules were laid down all at ence, and
* these rules imperiously enforced by subordinates entirely ignorant of
* agriculture, without attempting fo carry the people intelligently along
¢ with them. The seeds were forced upon them, witheut any instructions
¢ as to how they were to use them, and they had to pay for them befors
* they paid their rents, I well remember one occasion, on which some
f carroi sced was forced upon us, and shortly after, when my father was
¢ away at the herring fishing, Murdo Maclean, the official already referred
¢ to, called for the price of it, but having charge of a family of children,
* with scarcely anything to give them, my mother could not pay the
¢ sixpence demanded  Maclean, however, on coming out, espied a hen
¢ on the manure heap, and sprang at it, saying he would take it for the
tgixpence. IHe succeeded in capturing it, when 1, quite a young lad,
¢ got in a rage, and freely abused him, saying that he was not to take
‘away a hen that was laying an egg a-day for the family in such a time
¢ of distress, and I gave him a sixpence which a gentleman had given me
¢ that morning, and which I treasured much, it being the first coin of
¢ that value I ever possessed; and so the hen was left to us. DBut the
¢ most unfortunate act of Dr Mackenzie’s factorial career—and what far
‘ more than counterbalanced any immediate good that might have been
* the rvesult of his other proceedings, was when he virtually ruined the
¢ tenantry by taking away their cattle, and glutting the market to such
‘ an extent that the people received no benefit from theirsale. He refers
*to these proceedings himself in Sir John M‘Neill's report, where he
¢ says, “ L found it neeessary last summeor to sell part of their stock to
¢ pay arrears of rent.” The manner of doing it was as follows :—Two or
¢ three of his subordinates went round with paint pots and brushes, and
* marked, with large letters, almost invariably every animal in each
¢ ¢rofter’s possession, and intimated that they sere, In consequence, the
* legal and absolute property of the landlord, while the tenants had
' to feed them until they could be sold, unless, iu the meantime, they
* paid their arrears of rent, which, I was told, included an additional half-
Y year’s renk in that year—one of unusual poverty and distress—so as to
“make the rent, hitherto payable after-hand at Martinmas, payable, in
¢ future, half in advance. Such a harsh proceeding could not have been
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¢ carried out at & worse time, just when the people were beginning to
¢ have a chance of recovering from the effects of the recent potato famine,
¢ and when the prices for cattle were, even in ordinary circumstances,
¢ unusually low. Scon after this, thousands of cattls were sent to the
¢ Jocal cattle market at Tolly, where, in consequence of the glut, scarcely
¢ anything couid be got for them. The different routes to the market
 were literally covered with them. They were afterwards sent to the
¢ Muir of Ord market, but, for the same reason, prices were quite as bad,
4 if not worse, there, whila the expenses of driving the cattle thither had
¢to be deducted from the nominal price obtained when a sale was
¢ effected ; with the result that scarcely anything was placed to the credit
¢ of the poor people from whom they were taken—and who were im-
¢ poverished for years in comsequence—without form or pretence of law.
* In many cases, I was informed by some of the owners, that they were
¢ only brought deeper into debt. The factor himself then had the fine
¢ farm of Isle of Ewe—the finest on the estate—in his own hands, and
¢ from which, as I have already said, fourteen families were formerly
¢ evicted. Some of the best heifers were taken there to graze, while
¢ others were sent to the Island of Longa, with the result that they not
¢ only “ ate their own heads off,” but in some cases brought their owners
¢ further into debt. There are many still alive who can testify from
¢ personal knowledge to this unfortunate period of factorial reign in
¢ Gairloch, and some of the delegates examined at Poolewe, and others
¢ present, but not called, were ready to do so had they been examined on
¢ the subject. DBut they were afraid to velunteer evidence not only on
¢ this, but on many other important points, unless the information was
¢ drawn out of them by the Commissioners. Fortunately for the people,
¢ very soon after this, their young proprietor came of age and got posses-
¢ gion of his estates. The past policy was changed, or, at any rate, not
¢ enforced ; arrears were wiped out in many cases, where parties had large
¢and young families; the factors disappeared, at least for a time; and
¢ under his rule T am safe in saying that Gairloch advanced in comfort,
¢ comparatively, and in many respects, more than any other property on
¢ the west coast. The proprietor is revered by the people, and if he
¢ loses any hold on their affections and respect now or hereafter, it will
¢ only be in proportion to the period of his absence from amongst them,
¢ and to the rising power, in consequence, of his local manager, whom the
¢ people fear, as they do in most places, much more than any proprietor.
¢ Indeed, a visit from an absentee landlord is generally looked upon as a
¢ welcome blink of sunshine through a constantly clouded sky on a
¢ harvest morning. One of Dr Mackenzie’s managers, Macleod, from
¢ Gesto, was a perfect terror to the people, and there are persons still
¢ alive who heard him saying that he “would make the people eat one
¢ another ” before he was done with them ; but, fortunately for them, he
¢ died very suddenly a few days after. His memory is execrated by the
¢ people, and his deeds and himself have been commemorated in scathing
¢ (aelic verse.’

41061. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What was the date of the poem?—
About 1850 or 1851,

41062. The Chairman.—I have not arrested you in the course of
this statement, with reference to the character of a deceased person,
and of individuals employed at that fime upon the estates. I was
anxious, if possible, to allow the whole statement to be read. At the
same time, I must say that 1 deprecate allusions to persons either deceased
or aged, or absent, or unable to defend their own characters. These
persons may have relatives still existing who may have great difficulty
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in vindicating the memory of their relatives from public statements of
that sorti—Well, if I do not refer to absent people, I do not know what
I can say at all,

41063. It depends a good deal upon the nature of the reference +—
That is the end of that portion of my statement:—* It may be asked why,
¢ when Sir Kenneth is such a good landlord, the people should ask for a
‘ change in the law, such as I am going to ask. My reply is that Sir
¢ Kenneth will not unfortunately, always live, and that it is quite pussible
¢ that the past may be repeated, at any time, in other places, if not in
¢ Gairloch, unless it be made impossible by an alteration of the laws which
¢ admitted of such proceedings as 1 have here detailed, and which are at
* this moment the laws of the land. I may state that the secretary of the
¢ Gairloch committee wrote to me, after their first meeting, intimating that
¢ it was their wish that I should be appointed a delegate to appear before
* the Royal Commission in Gairloch on their behalf. T at once declined,
¢ at the same time pointing out to them how much better it would be that
‘some of themselves should go forward and state their grievances, I,
‘ however, addressed a public meefing aftorwards in the parish, at their
¢ request, and on that oceasion I promised, in the cvent of their not being
¢ able to get the evidence out at Poolewe, to state at Inverness what T have
‘ pow stated about the management of the property during Sir Kenneth's
‘ minority. The tenantry always thought that Dr Mackenzie himseif was
“one of the trustees—not a mere factor; while his managers were
‘invariably termed and looked upon as factors. Oune of these, Dr
‘ Mackenzie informs us, in his Lefder to Lord John Russell, p. 17—
‘ “*had been nearly all his life in the Highlands as a shepherd,” and that
¢ be left his situation because ‘“he was unfit for it from want of firmness
¢ of character, and over good nature.” Of the other, Macleod, already
‘ mentioned, the Doctor says, p. 18 of the same letier, “the present
* excellent manager was sclected in the Isle of Skye on account of his
¢ well-known firmmness of dispoesition, and reported capability of putting a
* stop to those Socialist views, now [1851] so prevalent, as to the rights
¢ of tenantry superseding those of a landlord, which evil-disposed persons
“had been busy sowing among minds discontented with drainage, &e.,
¢ without understanding its use and importance; when they would, no
* doubt, have preferred being cntirely idle. He does not pretend to have
*any skill whatever, practical or theoretical, in agriculture.” The last
¢ clause of this question Dr Mackenzie emphasises by printing it in italies.
¢ Such were the Doctor's instruments and the instruetors of the people of
‘ Gairloch in those days, ali armed, so far as the people could see, with
*full factorial powers. The present “}lanager” is also factor, to all
¢ intents and purposes, in the eyes of the people; and, whatever number
¢ of petitions and certificates may be got up to the conirary, I unhesitat-
! ingly assert that the people generally disapprove entirely of his operations
‘as a meal, seed, coal, lime, salt, agricultural implement, and guano
‘merchant on the Gairloch estate. Every reference made against his
¢ gperations at my meeting was loudly applauded by those present. Not
¢ one of them believed that Sir Kenneth could he aware of what was
¢ going on. Petitions, my Lord, are easily got up when a factor is con-
‘cerned.  In my opinion, it should be made illegal for any sueh to hold
¢ a farm on any estate, or to deal in anything whatever. A factor should
¢ confine himself strictly to his own business as such. General Remarks.
¢ —TIt has been asserted in anti-crofter quarters that the evidence presented
¢ to the Commission was tainted by having been prepared beforehand by
¢ outsiders. I think I may take it for granted that the Commissioners
¢ gro aware that this charge is not true. If it were, to any material extent,
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* T must have known of it; for I was in advance of the Commission in
¢ the whole of the Isle of Skye; in parts of North and South Ulist; in
¢ Benbecula; and round all the north-west coast of the mainland, from
* Thurso to Lochcarron. During that journey I do not remember that I
‘ called on a single crofter or delegate, except clergymen, doctors, and
¢ men of such posilions, at their own houses. I have not written a single
¢ word of a single statement presented to the Commission except my own.
¢ 1 have neither directly nor indirectly dictated what they should contain,
* beyond recommending that they should contain the truth, and nothing
¢ but the truth. I strongly urged that the truth itself should be under-
¢ stated rather than overstated. I advised, in many cases unsuccessfully,
¢ that the delegates should not be asking, in Irish phrase, for “fixity of
¢ tenure,” nor for such an unlikely and, in my opinion, unreasonable
¢ thing as a loan of Government money to stock their crofts, in the
¢ absence of a better guarantee than they could possibly give under the
* present land laws. My meetings were always public, presided over by
‘& minister, doctor, or some other leading local gentleman, and were
¢ generally attended by the ground officer, or by some other representative
¢ of the proprietor, and in one case by the proprietor’s heir and some of
his friends. DPaseless charges to the contrary having been made in
¢ partisan quarters, I felt bound to say so much. This was due to the
* Royal Commissioners, to myself, and to my countrymen, in such an
‘ important erisis in our history as the present. Had not the newspaper
! which circulated the baseless charges refused to publish my denial of
€ them, I certainly would not have troubled the Commission with them,
“as I have now done, I trust, however, that the Commissioners are
¢ gatisfied on the point. At all events, I challenge any one to substantiate
¢ a contradiction of what I have now asserted. I must, however, stato
* that I found the people generally very much afraid to eome forward and
* give evidence, wherever 1 went, though they were most anxious to do
¢80. T am not ashamed to say that I urged upon them the necessity of
¢ more manliness than their fears indicated, and that they should, like
*men, go forward and present their grievances to Her Majesty’s Com-
! missioners, who were so graciously coming to their very doors. But,
¢ though I have been to some extent successful, the whole truth has not
¢ been told; for those who, in many cases, had the worst grievances to tell,
¢ would not muster courage enough to present them, unless they were
* questioned regarding them in detail by the Commissioners ; and it was,
* of course, impossible that your Lordship or the other members of the
* Commission could possess the local knowledge, in all cases, which
* would enable you fo do se. I ought also to state that there are several
¢ districts in this neighbourhood that have not sent forward delegates,
¢ fromn which urgent appeals reached me to go and address meetings to
¥ explain to them how to act, but I refused, intimating that, after what has
* been done in other places there was no excuse for them; that they
¢ should have the manliness to come forward and say what they had to
¢ tell; and, if they did not, that they deserved to continue to wear any
¢ chains by which they might at present be bound, The atmosphere in
* which they move has, however, proved too dense for them; but it must
¢ not be concluded on that account that some of the people have not very
¢ decided and substantial grievances on several properties not far from Inver-
‘ness. The free labour exacted from the crofiers in the Isle of Skye, and
¢ other places in the Highlands, of which so much has been heard, should
¢ be made impossible by the infliction of a heavy penalty for its exaction,
‘It may not be generally known thab the practice is, already, utterly
¢ illegal, by 20 Geo. IL (known as the Ward-holding Act), chapter 50,
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fgection 21. This portion of the Act is still the law of the land, and it
¢ declares that no tenant or tacksman of any lands or heritages in Scotland,
‘ by virtue of any lease or tack which shall be made in writing, cr by
* verbal agreement, tacit rclocation, or otherwise, after the 1st of July
¢ 1747, or by virtue of the prorogation of any lease or tack, made before
¢ that date, nor any assignee of any such lease or tack, “shall be obliged
‘ or liable to perform any services whatsoever to his heritor or landlord
 other than such as shall be expressly and particularly reserved and
¢ specified, and the number and kinds thereof enumerated and ascertained
¢ in some wriiten lease or tack, or by some agreement made in writing, and
‘signed by the parties thereto, or some persons authorised by them, any
¢ former law or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.” T have pleasure
*in banding your lordship a copy of the whole section. The landlords of
f Beotland could, under the present land laws, join together, when the
¢ present lenses expire, and eviet the whole of the Scottish people, except
f those holding feus or perpetual leases, and then, if they liked, give it
* over, not only to deer forests, but to wolves and tigers. Is it not unjust
¢ that a legal power like this should be virtually possessed by a minerity
¢ of the nation, composed only of about thirty landlords Lorn into such
* unnatural privileges? And these are the only people, that I know of,
* who claim to do what they like with their own, independently of how
¢ their use of it may affect their fellow-subjects and the public weal. The
* proprietors of household property in towns would never dream of claim-
‘ing such a right. If they did, they would soon find that, under the
¢ various Police and Burgh Acts, no such claim would succeed for twenty-
¢ four hours ; though 1t is admitted by all the authorities that the rights
‘ of owners of household property are much more nearly absclute than
* the rights of those who hold land. In point of fact, neither Parliament
‘ nor the common law ever did admit of absolute property in land, be-
¢ cause, for one reason, land is limited, and is as necessary for man’s
‘ existence as water and air. Dut not only bas it become necessary to
¢ show that it is impossible to admit this claim by the landed classes, buf
‘ the tendency of recent legislation by which the Jandlords have been
¢ appropriating everything on or under the earth, in the sea, or in the air,
¢ worth having, or which could be turned into money, must be checked
“and perhaps reversed.  Salmon and trout, foreshores (including the
¢ gea-weed), rights of way, wild animals, and the fowl of the air, have
‘nearly all been appropriated in this way by law. They have even
¢ attempted to appropriate the herring. Ido not see that there is any-
* thing wrong in curtailing, or cven in reversing this tendeney, always, of
¢ course, by other laws ; for no compensation whatever was given to the
¢ public for this transfer of national property and large incomes to the
¢ possession or pockets of the owners of the land. 1t is important to
*keep this in view in the event of its being fourd necessary to break
* down deer forests and huge sheep farms by compulsory legislation, so
¢ that the people might be re-possessed of the best portions of the country
¢ from which they were so cruelly removed to make room for these farms
“and game preserves. In that case no compensation should be given for
¢ the present inflated value of deer forests, entirely due, as it is, to statu-
* tory enactments, which by the preservation of wild animals increase the
¢ rental of the soil they injure. All increased value arising from the
¢ effect of Acts of Parliament should belong to the nation that gave it,
¢ especially when this was attained by laying waste the land to the serions
¢ injury of the gencral publie. The landlords get it all now, though they
¢ have never done anything to create it. Instead of feeling aggrieved,
¢ ghould Parliament find it necessary, in the public ioterest, to take
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¢ back what it has so long given, without any return, the landlords should
¢ only feel grateful for being allowed for so many years to enjoy property-
‘ rights and large incomes that unquestionably belonged to the nation,
‘1 shall conclude my statement by quoting two or three short extracts
‘from an acknowledged authority on this question—Secotfish Legal
¢ Antiguities, by the late Cosmo Innes. Referring to the appropriation
¢ of the people’s ancient rights to the land, foreshores, and fishings, by the
¢ landlords, he says (p. 154)—*1 do not suppose that any cruelty or
¢ injustice was ever premeditated by the Legislature or the Government—-
¢ that there was any intention to favour the rich at the expense of the
¢ poer, but there are things in the history of our law that I cannot help
¢ censuring—the more because I believe the evil was for the most part
* attributable to the straining of the law by lawyers. The books tell us
¢ what Impediments the humsne law in favour of the *puir pepil that
¢ labours the grunde ’ had to encounter from the practising lawyers of the
¢day. I think as liftle humanity has been shown in the divisions of
¢ commons. Looking over our country, the land held in common was
¢ of vast extent. In truth, the arable—the cultivated land of Scotland—
¢ the land early appropriated and held by charter, is a narrow strip on the
‘river bank or beside the sea. The inland, the upland, the moor, the
‘ mountain, were really not occupied at all for agricultural purposes, or
¢ served only to keep the poor and their cattle from starving, They were
¢ not thougit of when charters were made and lands feudalised. Now, as
¢ cultivation increased, the tendency in the agricultural mind was to
¢ occupy these wide commons, and our lawyers lent themselves to appro-
¢ priate the poor man's grazing ground to the neighbouring baron. They
¢ pointed to his charter with its elause of parts and pertinents, with its
¢ general clanse of mosses and moors—clauses taken from the style hook,
¢ not with any reference to the territory conveyed in that charter; and
¢ although the charter was hundreds of years old, and the lord had never
¢ possessed any of the common, when it came to be divided, the lord got
¢ the whole that was allocated to the estate, and the poor cottar none.
¢ The poor had no lawyers! Something of the same kind, I think,
¢ is taking place now (1872) by lawyers extending the meaning of words
used In charters. T am afraid the grant cum piseariis has been pushed
¢ lately beyond its original meaning; and the question stili so fresh, of
¢ the right to sea-shore has been determined somewhat harshly against the
¢ poor fisher sceking for bait, while the interest of the Crown has been
*made a prefext to annoy both the proprietor of the soil and the poor
¢ commons, who used to be considered the proper enjoyers of the Crown
¢ property.” Again he says—"I must go back for my great grievances
¢to the time when wide territories that had long been held without
¢ charter first were sought to be held by parchment tenure. That was
‘not a mere change in law and land tenures—it was part of a great
¢ revolution in society. Mr Maine lays it down, and truly, that the
¢ greatest revolution in the history of any people is when the patriarchal
¢ or tribe associafion is changed into the connection arising from land—
¢ the territorial, if you will—the patriotic bond, instead of the patriarchal.
* The misfortune was that in Scotland all such changes told against the
“poor. A clan in the Highlands before the fifteenth century lived in
¢ patriarchal fashion. The clansmen looked to the chief as their leader
¢ and father, but what we should call the common people of the clan held
¢ their erofts and pastures from father to son, from generation to genera-
¢ tion, by a right as indefessible as the chief's,” A Crown charter was
‘ taken in favour of the chief ““who got the whole land of the tribe in
‘ barony, And in the charters of the lands of a grea: clan the Crown
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! charter bestowed upon the chief all the rights of jurisdietion, civil and
¢ criminal, with pit and gallows, instead of his old patriarchal authority.
‘It (the change) was an immense advantage, speaking merely com-
‘ mercially, to the lord. He could now raise money upon the security of
¢ his seisin, could provide for his family, could if need be sell the lands
¢ which he had thus acquired in property. But it was not so advantageous
¢ for the poor clansmen, who had never thought of writings to bind their
* patriarchal head, and who now found themselves with no title of pro-
¢ perty, often without any written leases or renmtals, They became al-
¢ together dependent on the will of the laird, and fell a long way below
‘the position which they had held before the lands wers feudalised.
¢ That, I think, was the most flagrant injustice inflicted by lawyers
*carrying out to the letter the docirines of fendalism, which they
‘assumed were the same with the old patriarchal oceupation.
¢ Other and smaller rights of the people have been encroached upon
‘by lawyers stretching a written title beyond its meaning. Amongst
* these perhaps some of us may hold the law as now settled in the
¢ matter of trout-fishing. Craig, a great feudalist, allows an exclusive right
! of the feudal proprietor in all fishing, even trout-fishing, where practised
¢ luerd causa, but distingnishes the trout-fishing which is pursued only for
¢ recreation; this distinction, however, has been lost sight of in modern
f times, and the most innocent and cheapest of sports wrested from the
‘poor. One popular question was fortunate enough to eome into Court
¢ only after the modern restoration of jury trials, and after the minds of
*our educated classes had come to appreciate the poor man, and 1 think
¢ there is now no danger of the people being deprived of their old rights
‘ of road and way. Let us hope that these rights may be vindicated with
* moderation and without encroaching on the rights of property. In Eng-
‘land the paths to villages and churches, with styles through the hedges,
¢ contrast with the stone walls and the threatening placards that confine
*the wanderer through Scotland to the dusty high road.” In another
¢ chapter he says—* I think it appears plainly that a large part of the
¢ population of the Highlands had no written tenures, and it suited the
¢ factors of those daeys—the Bailie Macwheebles of the time—to represent
‘ and to freal those immemorial occupants and dwellers on the land as
‘ holding at the absolute will of the first chief who was Enowing enough
‘ to obtain a Crown charter.” It is unnecessary to add anything to these
¢ remarks, but they are well worthy of consideration by every one
¢ interested in the question now being inquired into by the Royal Com-
‘mission which I have the honour to address. I fear it might be
* considered presumptuous on my part to suggest any remedies here for
¢ grievances, now admitted to exist by most, if not all, of those who, when
¢ this Commission was granted, strenuously maintained that thers was no
¢ foundation whatever for the statements, made by myself and others, as
‘to the miserable conditions under which the crofters generally lived.

One prominent factor then eourageously wrote as follows :—% 1 am con-
¢ fident the result will not only prove beneficial to my worthy but mis-
¢ guided fellow-igleman, but will also vindicate many sorely-maligned
¢ proprietors and factors from the charges made against them by untruth-
f ful outside agitators, not to speak of others who, while personally
¢ conversant with local conditions, have not scrupled to throw out
¢ inferences which no view of the facts can justify,” I doubt very much
“if this prediction has been verified altogether to the satisfaction of my
¢ friend. But the grievances are now very generally—I might almost say
¢ universally—admitted, and the time has, therefore, arrived when those

! who advocated the clais of the oppressed way fairly be asked to suggest
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¢ the remedies. And if the Commissioners wish to know my viewa on
¢ that point, I shall briefly state them. I shall afterwards be glad to
¢ answer any questions put to me, to the best of my ability, on the sub-
¢ ject of this statement, my experience among the Highlanders of Canada,
¢ gmigration, the feelings and determination of the people, and any other
¢ point on which I have gained apy experience and formed an opinion,
¢ The principal remedies whieh I would propose are as follows :—1st, To
¢« break down the present deer forests and great farms, compulsorily if
¢ need be, and divide them among the people in small holdings, ranging
¢ from a fe.; acres to moderately sized farms, so that the man at the
¢ hottom may fairly hope, by industry and economy, te climb further up
¢ the ladder of success, Under the present conditions there is nothing
¢ for a man to hope for between a small croft and a farm that will take
¢ several thousands of pounds to stock. The system could not have been
¢ more admirably planned had it been intended to drive the people to
¢ despair, with the view of their being finally forced by sheer necessity to
* leave their native Jand. 2ad, I would have the present value of the
¢ land ascertained by independent Government valuators, and give it to
‘the people at that valuation on a permanent tenure, and on such
¢ gonditions that they or their representatives could never be removed so
¢ long as they paid their rents. In the event of their being unable to pay
¢ their rents, and having in consequence to give up their holdings ; or in
¢ the event of their leaving of their own will, I would have the value of
¢ the land ascertained, and on the landlord refusing to pay the difference,
¢ eapitalised, between its original and improved values, I would allow the
¢ tenant to dispose of his holding to the highest offerer. Thus the results
¢ of the tenants’ improvements as a class would be secured to themselves,
¢ jnstead of, as hitherto, periodically appropriated by the landlerds. 3rd,
¢ T would accept no leases, on any conditions ; for a leass only means
¢ that the landlord will get the tenants’ improvements—-the result of his
¢ expenditure of labour, brain, and money—for nothing, a little later on.
¢ 4th, Government should also form a scheme of peasaut proprietary, by
¢ buying up estates coming into the market, and granting them in small
¢ holdings of various sizes to those who could pay & portion of the price
¢ down, the Government leaving the balance as a loan on the land at a
* moderate rate of interest—sufficient to pay up capital and interest in
¢ forty or fifty years. 5th, Landlords in legal possession of their estates,
¢ in the event of their being required by the State for a scherme of peasant
¢ proprictary, should get full compensation for the present agricultural
¢ value of their land, whenever any part of it may be acquired for the
* public by the nation. Thus the legal rights of those in possession may,
¢ to some extent, be brought into harmony with the moral and higher
¢ rights of the Crowa aud the people.’

41064. As a considerable portion of the paper which you have read
refers to particulars concerning a single district and a remote time, I shall
first ask you one or two questions connected with this part of your state-
ment. You have stated or implied, with reference to the distribution of
charitable assistance in the West Highlands,—and, I presume, particularly
the district of Gairloch,—that money subscribed by charitable persons
was disbursed in the form of wages for labour in the improvement of the
soil ; and that, in cases of that nature, the rent was raised upon the im-
provements thus effected 2—Yes, there was interest charged on the money
expended on this work that we did, and the payment that we got for that
work was this meal.

41065. And you are well advised that the meal was the result of
charitable subscriptions +—It was called, in the district, the destitution
roeal.
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£1068. But do you feel yourself really enabled to state that the labour
paid for in that way—we may say from charitable sources—was made
the basis of an inerease of rent; or might it not have been that this meal
was purchased with the funds of the proprietor 7—That is quite possible.
I don't commit myself to the statement. I sayin my statement that this
was understood in the district.

41067. But you are not perfectly advised that that was the case —I
am not. I think, as a matter of fact, no money was sent, It was all
sent in the shape of meal.

41068. In reference to the alleged conduct of Dir Mackenzie, who was
factor on the Gairloch estate, one of the complaints seems to have been
that he endeavoured to intreduce a variety of small changes in a des-
potic manner; but I suppose it is allowed that his intentions in that
respect were good —Undoubtedly.

41069. Do any traces of his endeavours in that way remain +—Yes, 1
think on the whole, that the result of his proceedings has been beneficial
You will notice in my statement that I say so, but the act of taking away the
cattle from the people in the manner in which it was done was indefensible.

41070. That is another subject, but I swish to know whether his pro-
ceedings in reference to the introduction of garden enltivation—though
they may have been despotic or precipitate; I don’t say they were so,
but that they may have been so—have left any good traces behind them
at all Do I understand you to mean the garden part of the scheme,
or the whole scheme, including the frenching and draining of the
crofts }

41071. No; I rather mean the cultivation of vegetables previously un-
known to the people. Have they hecome better gardeners and cultivators
than they were +—I don't think so. T don’t think there is much trace of
that left now,

41072, I understand alse he was a great advocate of spade Lusbandry ;
have they remained better spade husbandmen and cultivators than they
were 7—1 think the spade is bardly used now in the croft, except in
the little plot of garden, and that very seldom. They use the cas-chrom
or crooked spade.

41073. Then you don't think his views as to spade cultivation have
1eft any traces behind them %—Not any material traces.

41074. But his intentions at the time you allow to have been good +—
I allow his intentions to have been good all through.

41075. You mentioned in connection with one portion of this property,
and with reference te others, that there had been a good number of
evictions, as for instance in the Isle of Ewe and other places mentioned by
you in that conmection; were any of these evictions carried out under
factor Mackenzie's rule$—I ean scarcely give your Lordship a date, I
rather think not; but there is one place—I don’t know whether I should
describe it as an eviction—1 call it a removal, T think, in the district of
Kernsary, the people must have been removed during his time or later,
T am not however positive on that point.

41076. I belicve Dr AMackenzie was not only a factor, but a farmer
also, Are you cnabled to state whether any removals or evictions were
carried out by which he, as an occupier, personally benefited #-—I think
not. I think it was rather the other way. 1 think, when he took the Isle of
Fwe, he had to import labourers to the island to work on the fanm,

41077. With reference to the confiscation of cattle for the purpose of
paying arrears of rent ; at the time that was done, was Dr Mackenzie
factor e was. I thought he was a trustee at the time, but I know
since he was only a factor.
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41078, Then may he not have been acting under the direction of the
trustees I—Possibly.

41079. Is it not possible that Dr Mackenzie may have been obliged to
take severer measures for the recovery of the rent as a factor, than the
proprietor would have felt himself justified in doing, had he been in in-
dependent management of his own estate? May he not have been acting
under some official constraint in the mabter?—1It iz possible, but my
recollection of the time is that the Dowager Lady Mackenzie of Gair-
loch, who, I understand, was one of the trustees, in many cases reversed
what Dr Mackenzie was doing in the case of the attempted removal of
some of the people. Lady Mackenzie was considered to have behaved
excellently to the people during the whole of that period, sud I know
myself that parties appealed to her when the Doctor wanted to remove
them, and she insisted upon that not being done.

41080. Can you imagine any particular motive which Dr Mackenzie
may have had for carrying out these measures with that unusual rigour |
‘Was it in conformity with some rnle of estate improvement and manage-
ment, or was it just in the exercise of his ordinary functions as factor +—
¥rom having read a good deal of what he has written, as factor, I should
be disposed to think it was a peculiar hobby of his own that he wanted
to carry out. I believe one of the trustees was Mr Mackenzie of Ord,
who was never seen in Gairloch. T never saw him, and a stranger who
came into Gairloch in those days would have been noticed by everybody
—they were few and far between. My idez is that Dr Mackenzie was
allowed to do almost anything he liked in the circumstances.

41081. To turn to the more general branch of inquiry, you have given
us very interesting particulars of your own early life and experience, and
you, no doubt, from your earliest years, bave had a full knowledge of
the feelings of the people, especially the smaller tenants, with reference to
land questione. Your furthest memory goes back to the time when the
runrig system was superseded by the lotting system?—Yes, I remember
it quite vividly.

41082. Among speculative writers, as you are well aware, there has
been a reaction of opinion, and there has heen an attempt made to show
that some benefits or advantages were attached to the old system of
cultivation by runrig. De you think, from your memory, and from
what you have since learnt, that the benefit of lotting, when properly
carried out, is universally recogrised; or de you think that soms still lock
back with regret to the runrig system I believe there are a few who look
back to it with regret, but I do not think that regret iz well-founded.

41033, You think, so far as arable ground is concerned, the separation
of lots is an unmixed benefit I—1I do.

41084. Well, with reference to common holdings in pasture, do you
think that the possession of a common holding in pasture is of essential
benefit to the crefting community #--I believe that the erefting community
cannot exist without it.

41035. Bat is there & benefit atbached to the existence of the erofting
community itself, or would it, in your mind, be preferable that the town-
ship should be, as it were, dissolved, and that the tenants should fall
back on the possession entirely of individual tenancies-—that all connec-
tion between the members of a township should be severed, and that they
should be separate tenants; or do you think the pressrvation of a town-
ship, and what remains of it, is a benefit to the people?—T am not quite
sure I understand your Lordship.

41086. One link that constitutes a township, we may suppose, is
the possession of common pasture}—Yes,
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41087, Well, do you think that is a feature that ought to be preserved,
that the common pasture should not he divided and given separately to the
people, but that there should be a common pasture preserved}—Yes; from
what I know of the country I think anything else would be utterly imprac-
ticable, apart altogether from the question of which is the best. I think
that system is the best. They have been combined ss they are now in
holding the pasture, but even if it were not so, the other is impracticable.
You could rot divide the pasture between the various ernfiers.

41088, Buf it has been suggested to me that common pasture may
have this bad effect, that it may induce people to rely upon the possession
of a certain quantity of inferior stock, and may make them careless of the
improvement of the arable ground, and that it may be in the general
interest of the people that they should be deprived of the common
pasture, and that they should be thrown upon arable cultivation more
exclusively, and that then they would draw the greatest resources from
thae cultivated ground?-I do not think so.

41089. Do you think that the arable lands of a township where there
is no pasture would be in any degree better cultivated than the lands of
a township which had pasture —1I believe they might be better cultivated
if the holdings were larger, and if the people were guite sure of getting
full value for any improvements they made, and were sure of not being
removed. But, as I said already, a small arable croft is, in my opinion,
quite unfit to maintain anybody in decent prosperity. The fact is, I
think, & man is on the whole, except among the fishing population,
alinost as well off withont & croft of that nature as with it, unless he has
pasture.

41090. If it were possible in any way to promote the expansion of the
gmall holdings or promote the restoration of land to the people as
occupiers, do you think they would be more anxious, in the Western
Highlands at least, to obtain it in the shape of arable or in the form of
additional common pasture $—Well, both are very much required, but I
think it has always been the feeling of the Highlanders that they pre-
ferred pasture.

41091. Have you any personal experience or knowledge of the elub
farm system as distingnished from the common pasture’—Nothing special.

41092. Do you think the people would be inclined to eontemplate the
institution of club farms, or do you think they would generally prefer
personal ghares in the cattle themselvest—Possibly there might be some
difficuity at first in getting them to agree about going into a elub farm,
because some will have more stock than others, and there will be other
difficulties in the way, 1 hava no hesitation in saying that the club farm
gystem is by far the best of the two, and I believe the people, after a
time, if that system were encouraged, would come mto the adeption of it.

41093. Do you think, supposing tracts of common pasture were
restored to the township, that the people would generally he able, in time,
to stock the ground without Government assistance?—A great many of
them would be, if they had a permanent hold on the soil, because there
would not be the slightest difficulty about getting money from friends,
and money from bankers, if the parties lending the money knew perfectly
well that the people could not be disturbed at any moment the proprietor
thought proper. They would have something to fall back upon.

41094. 1t was suggested to us the other day that some change on the
law might take place by which the people might be all able to mortgage
their stoek, and give a preferential claim upon their stock to parties
advancing money upon it. Do you think it would be desirable to
facilitate the practice of raising money upon stock in any way by law?—In
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my opinion that is about the most practical suggestion I have heard since
this Commission sat. 1 may state that in America that system prevails,
and there is another by which a man can even mortgage the crop on the
ground when it brairds. He can have money advanced on it, and it is a
heritable security as long as it is wot cut. Immediately it is cut and
removed from the ground it loses that character, Consequently it usually
leads to short loans for two months,

41095, Are you well satisfied that a system of that sort for increasing
and facilitating credit would succeed as well in this country as it does in
the colonies, where there is such a rapid natural increase in the value of
property +-Xo, I do not think it would be wise to do what they do in the
colonies in that respeet, for the reason your Lordship states, as well as on
account of the different way in which they hold the soil.  That is to say,
people will not trust them wilh money under present conditions.

41096. You dor't think, then, the crofters have much to hope for from
borrowing money to purchase stock, but rather from the natural inecrease
of their stock, and the assistance of friendst—Not unless you give them
a permanent hold of the soil

41097. You have spoken about the partition of common, and in speaking
of that it would rather raise the question as to who possessed the com-
mon rights.  As the lawyers interpret those rights, the common belongs to
the proprietor, not to the occupier, and a partition has been effected
between the proprietors without any reference to the claims of occupiers.
Well, there is a good deal of common or commonty which is not yet par-
titioned between proprietors. Under the present law, how do you think
that that might be dealt with, so as to save the interest of the
occupier in some degree? Granted that the commonty is shared among
the proprietors, could any restriction be imposed on each individual
proprictor as to the appropriation of the common ground, so that he might
be obliged to leave a portion of it at least in the cecupaney of the small
tenantst~Well, T am not a lawyer, and that is rather a diffiealt question.
My own position in regard to that is this, that, although I mentioned
ancient rights and tenure, I cnly put them forward with the view of
showing that the people, the tenants, have a moral right to look to the
present owners of the land to meet them and do something for them in
the present circumstances. T hold that any proprietor in possession for
forty years is legally unassailable so far as his legal rights are concerned, and
any discussion we may have about that, except in the sense in which I
use if, as showing we have a moral claim, seems to me a waste of time in
a question like this, At the same time, I hope our friends in this crisis
will keep in view how they got possession of the holdings they now
occupy; and though we cannot claim apy of the land legally, that they
will be disposed to meet the demands of the people, and behave to them as
well as they can in present circumstances.

41098, What you look to, then, is a sort of benevolent eompromise by
which they will make all reasonable concessions?—TYes; but stop them
from appropriating in future anything belonging to other people, 1 want
them to possess everything that can be proved to belong to them at present,
but, from this moment not to be allowed legally to appropriate any
single thing that belongs to others.

41099, That does away with all necessity on this oceasion to enter
into the question of the ancient tenure of land, and the period at which
what you call feudal rights were introduced +—Ves, for all practical
purposes.

%1100. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You are a magistrate of Invernessi
—1I am.
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41101, And you hold several other offices in connection with that
position —I do.

41102, You have taken & great intevest in this Commission from the
beginning #—I have ; very much so.

41103. And I believe you make some eclaim to being the person
who first suggested that it should be issued %I think you admitted
that.

41104. How many years ago was that?—I think it was in 1877.

41105. You have explained in the statement made what you have
done yourself in going about among the people. Were you requested
by some friends of the Highlanders to undertake that duty I was.

41106. May 1 take it for granted that the object of that was, that it
being so very novel a procedure altogether, and many of the people being
unable to speak English, and long depressed, there might have been a
difficulty in getting proper evidence brought forward ¥ Was that the
chief reason that caused you to be employed in this manner #Yes ; and
feeling as we all did who knew anything about the Highlands, that the
people were in such a state of—T will not vse the word terror, but the
next thing to it—of the factors throughout the country,—and especially
the ground officers, that they would be afraid to open their mouths even to
Her Majesty’s Commissioners, unless they were roused up and enccuraged
to do so,

41107. And you and others considered that theissuing of this Commis-
sion was a matter of very great importance, or might be a matter of such
importance to the Highlanders, that the people should be encouraged in
every way to speak out +—I think so, and I think indeed that it is the
most important event for the Highlanders since the battle of Culloden.

41108. I suppese no ordinary commission would have prompted you
and your friends to take the step you have done }—XNo.

41109. I vunderstand you to wish to make an explanation of scme-
thing that appears in the minutes of the Commission, with regard to Mr
Macdonald, Tormore. There is something in the minutes about a con-
versation or alleged conversation in a railway carrtage 1—7Yes.

41110. Is it correst or not%—It is not. There is not a word of truth
in it, as T ean prove by gentlemen, some of whom are here present, holding
the highest offices in Inverness, who were in the carriage with us.

41111, Now among the ditferent things you say landlords have been
taking, or trying to take away, you made reference to one subject which I
don't understand very well, you said they tried to get possession of the
herring ; what do you mean by that?—I mean that in the past, grants
were given to the proprietors by the Crown of the white fishing along the
coast, and that they often tried to establish their rights to the white
fishing, which included the herring, and that they succeeded so far
that they got their electoral privileges,—in fact, they managed to
secure qualifications to vote on these rights to fishing herring and
white fish, and Stair in his Jusfifufes distinetly declares that they not
only maintained they had these rights, but that they actually bad the
rights, and on the east coast of Banifshire, I think there are about thirty
cases recorded in which sasines were pranted on such Lases as white fishing.
But I am happy to say that recently, by a decision of Lord Cairns in
1875, the last vestize of that claim has disappearved, and our friends can
have no claim to the herring and other white fishing at any ate.

41112, Referring to matters at Gairloch for one moment, in which Dr
Mackenzic’s name was {tequently mentioned, has Dr Mackenzie, all his
life, not had the reputation of being a most humane and benevolent
man +—Yes, he had, 8
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41113. Another question. If I am not very much misinformed, Dr
Mackenzie is a member of your Land Law Asscciation 3—Yes, but he is
not now a factor.

41114, You were asked a guestion by Lord Napier about whether you
approved to some extent, or to any extent, of the system of mortgaging
stock. Alshough it might be a dangerous thing in some respects to give
such preferences, don't you think it would be very desirable to have some
means, in tho event of a peasant proprietary being established, whereby,
for the original stock necessary to stock the enlarged crofts, they might
give such a geeurity to their friends?—Yes, I think it would be ah
excellent plan. There may be difficulties as to details, but the Royal
Commissicners and members of Parliament could have no difficulty in
regulating details in a matter of that kind.

41115. The system of mortgaging movable property is very much
used in America and Australia, is it not%—I am not so well acquainted
with Australia and the other colonies, except from reading about them, bu
I know it prevails largely in Canada, where I have been.

41116. The persons there are proprictors, and therefore there is a
difference +-—Yes.

41117, But there would be no difference if they were peasant proprietors?
—Xo practical difference.

41118. Tt is commonly stated that there would be a practical difficulty
in establishing a peasant proprietary +—1 have heard that stated.

41119. Suppose, however, there were a peasant proprietary or fixity of
tenure and compensation for improvements, is it not your experience that
the crofter class have saved a good deal of money which is now lying in
the banks %—Undoeubtedly.

41120. Take the ease, for instance, of the Iighlands ; is it not a fact,
or is it not commonly reported as a fact, that a great deal of the deposits
in the banks come from the erofiing class, and those in that position 2—1I
have heard it reported, but it is a statement as to which I cannot say
from any cxperience of my own whether it is accurate or not. DMy
impression is that it is accurate; that the largest portion of the de-
posits are from the crofter elass; but I may be allowed to say that my
experience is that those crofters who have deposits have earned those
deposits, not from the crofts but from the sea.

41121, What I was pointing to is, that it is perhaps not the erofters
themselves but their relatives,—people belonging to the crofting class, for
instanee, a daughter of 2 crofter who has earned some money in service,
or the second or third son who is away from the croft altogether. Don't
you think they have a good deal of money +—Yes, there is no doubs
of that; and many of them who are away in the colonics possess a
great amount of wealth, and would onty be too glad to help their
relatives if they saw them in a position where they could get a comfortable
livelihood.

41123, From what class could deposits come in the north except
from the crofting clasa? Conld it come from the proprietors --—We have
nob any evidence of it in the Highlands.

41123. Do you think the large farmers have much —Well, T think
their days are about done.

41124, Then don't you think, following out this idea, that the
relatives of the crofters, the people who could get enlarged crofts and
become peasant proprietors also, would take their money out of the bank
if they knew they had a safe security in giving it to their friends ?--There
is no doubt at all but they would, but my idea is that no scheme can ever
succeed. unless you give the people full rights to the land. Thero is no
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use horrowing or tfalking about anything except on the basis of the
people being secured in their own improvements.

41125. I am speaking of the proposed peasant proprieteryt—
Yes.

41126, Are there any banks so safe as the land, according to your
opinion 3—1I believe not

41127, Talking of emigration, as long as there is land in this country
capable of profitable cultivation, what benefit could it possibly be to a
man to emigrate to any country where he may have, probably, the same
quantity of hardships to go through that he has at home, if not more?
—As a matter of fact, the bardshins which the early colonists in Canada
suffered were much more severe than any labour that they would have
to undergo at home in working the land here.

41128. You have carefully guarded yourself, I cbserve, against going
into matters of title of estates beyond the prescriptive period. May I
ask your views in regard to forests and game? I presume you are not in
favour of disafforesting every forest in the Highlands +¥—XNo, I should be
very sorry to see all sport abolished. T have, perliaps, too much clannish
feeling towards the old chiefs to allow me to desire to see them done out
of their sport altogether.

41129, Then 1 presume that where the land is high and suitable for
them, you bave no objections at all to deer forests, and particularly where
it does not in any way interfere with the possessions or the comforts of the
people +—None whatever ; at the same time, Tlook upon sport asa luxury
quite as much 23 brandy and whisky, and I think those who use them
should he very heavily taxed for them.

41130, Very good ; but you think the tax must be reasonalile, because
you don't want to destroy sport —XNo.

41131. With regard to grouse shootings may I take it that your views
are much in the same position as those with regard to deer forests,—that
so far as they don’t in any way interfere legitimately with the people and
their rights to the scil they ocecupy, you have mo ebjection V—No, I
have much less objestion to grouse shootings than to deer forests, because
I do not think that in many places they do injury at all. They are offen
away from the ecrofts.

41132, Wecome now to another species, and that iz what you call low
conntry game. May I ask what your views are in regard to game upon
cultivated lands; I mean not winged game, but four-footed animals$
Do you wish to go any further than has been already done #—That is a
question I did not pay any attention to. I devoted my attention almost
entirely to the erofter phase of the question, and I think you will find the
large farmers are perfeetly able to fake eare of themsclves,

41133, But we are speaking of the small farmer with ground game
upon his arable land —There is no doubt ground game'on these farms do
an immense amount of mischief,

41134, Do jyou propose anything further than the present
law allows with regard to ground game upon the arable land of the
tenants T think, as the Commissioners would have seen very well
throughout the mguiry, that there is no great use in legislating on the
question of ground game so long as the people feel that they may bo
evicted next Whitsunday if they touch a rabbit or a hare. As you
heard all through, the last Ground Game Act is virtually a dead letter in
the Highlands. All a factor has to do is to lift his finger in a township,
and the people will not touch an animal.

41135, Then you are not satisfled with the state of ground game law
upon arable land —No.
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41136. You have been over a great deal of the Highlands 9T think
I have been over nearly all, at one time or another, exeept the island of
Lewts, '

41137. In what state of mind did you find the people you visited and
spoke to in your recent journeys as regards their present condition ;
were they satisfied —Yar from that, but [ found generally {especially in
the west) the people in a state of despair. At my own meetings people
would come to the place, and say ¢ Oh, what is the nse ¥ What can they
“do}’ The people seom to have lost all courage, and to be almost in a
state of despair. They have no encouragement or incentive to live, and
they simply vegetate, as it were, where they are, and they cannot see a
door of escape in any direction.

41138. Not only in a state of depression, but in a state of despair, for
the futare?—Yes.

41139. Do you think they are very much poorer in their circumstances
than they were forty years ago? They generally told us themselves that
they were 1—Well, as to their condition forty years ago I cannot speak
from personal experience,

41140, T will puat it to your own experience thirty years ago I—Well,
in Gairloch, where I knew peaple, I have no hesitation in saying they are
much better off now than they were when I remember.

41141. Better clothed %—7Yes, I think they are; but as to other places
which T have only known within the last fifteen years or =0, I could not
make a comparison.

41142. Do you think the people in the Hichlands are much better
edncated than they were in your younger days +—Yes, they are.

41143. Don't you think a good deal of that education has arisen
indirectly from their being obliged to go year by year almost to the south
anid east for work, and that they have thereby picked up a good deal of
information +—I do not know; I think you will find the Mighlander ie
naturally shrewd. I think, speaking from my own experience, and from
what Mr Jolly, Her Majesty’s inspector of schools, told me, that with fewer
advantages the Highlanders progress in education much more than those
in the south.

41144, Did yom, in your recent journeys, find any feeling of what T
may call political discontent at their position further than mere poverty 1
—1I do not exactly know what you mean by ¢ political”

41145. Except their sceial discontent, did you find any symptoms of
any other discontent +—I found no discontent except discontent with
the laws and with the proprietors and factors,

41146. But that altogether arose, I suppose, from their being poor +—
From their being poor.

41147. Do you think they would be contented with moderate reforms
in their favour at present?—I am disposed to think that if steps were
taken, and the people were satisfied with them, you might check the
feeling which I know is getting very strong among the people,

41148, Then there is a feeling 7—There is a feeling, and a growing
feeling.

41149, T shall put it in this form. Do you consider from your know-
ledge of the feeling of the Highlanders whom you have seen in this
country, and what you may have seen and heard abroad from those who
have gone abroad, that the present is a very critical period in the history
of the Highlands altegether #-—-TUndoubtedly.

41150. And you think that now is the most opportune time for doing
something to put matters om a different footing *—Yes, and T feel and
believe that # no steps pre taken almost immediately, you will have &
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eocial revolution In fthe Highlands, 1 have heard expressions made
use of by the people that 1 would not like to state publicly—a deter-
mination expressed in the event of remedies not being fortheoming,

41151. You have yourself seen a deal of the world, and I presume I
may take it you are a Highlander to the backbone ; and without being
very extreme in your views, I suppose you feel very strongly about the
state of the Highlanders —1I do.

41152. And I suppose you represent many people like yourself when
you say that yon will be satisfied with a reasonable reform I—Yes; we
will be very glad to take all we can get, but T have no hesitation in say-
ing that if no remedies are forthcoming there will be an agitation in
the Highlands that there was never the like of. I know we had to keep
it back instead of encouraging agitation since this Commission com-
menced,—I and others of my friends who take an interest in the ques-
tion. We found people who were forcing on public meetings and a
regular propaganda throughout the Highlands in connection with this
question, and we had to pub our foot down pretty firmly to keep the
people from the south from coming here, and carrying on an agitation,
independently of us, in the north, into every corner of the Highlands.
We thought it only respectful to this Commission that ne such agita-
tion should be permitted till this Commission was at an end; but the
feeling exists very strongly in the Ifighlands, and among Highland
people at home and abroad,—for I get letters from Highlanders in
Australia, New Zealand, and Canada pressing us to go on and get up an
agitation from one end of the country to the other; and not only so, but
to send lecturers to the large towns in England to rouse the people there ;
because many feel that, until we get the English people to take up the
question, we will scarcely ever get anything from our own representatives,

41153. Then your influence, and that of your friends who have taken
the lead in this matter, has been of a restraining character in every
respect 7 May I say so?—Yes, entirely so.

41154, Are those recommendations that you suggest in the paper you
have read to-day generally approved of by people in the same position as
yourself in this movement #—Very extensively indeed.

41155, And whatever reforms may be granted, should, in their
opinion, go upon the lines there represented +—Well, I think so; and I
know that is the prevailing vpinion among those who take a leading part
in the question.

41166, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—In the first answer you gave fo Mr
Fraser-Mackintosh, I think you stated that, in going round the country,
your object was to rouse up the Highlanders to a scnse of their duties,
aud in the last answer you sald it was to restrain them. May I ask what
was your ohject +—1I think you misunderstood me. I said my object in
going round the Highlsndera was to rouse the people to their duty, to
give evidence before this Commission ; but in regard to my answer to the
last question, I understood the question to be of a different character,
whether we were keeping down agitation, while the inquiry was proceed-
ing, in favourof a change in the land laws. The Crown having appointed
this Commission, I went rounil and pointed out to the people the absclute
necessity that they should come forward, and, like men, present their
grievances to the Royal Commission ; that was the burthen of my song.

41157, Are you the gentleman referred to by the Federation of Celtic
Societies in their circulars as having been employed to go round the
country 1—I am not ; I refused to have anything to do with it.

41158, In going round the country did you find it difficult at all to
arouse the people to a sense of their duties 7—1I did in some cases, They
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were perfectly sensible of their duties, but they wore so much afraid
that they were unwilling to come forward

41159. You, I think, preceded the Commission in most parts of the
maiunland, and in a considerable portion of the islands?—I preceded the
Conrmission in the whole of Skye, and part of North Ulist, in Benbecula,
and in part of South Uist, and then, on the west coast all along, from
Thurso to Loch Carron.

41160. You have, in your paper, given us your proposed remedies for
the present state of things, and among other points you remarked that
you thought the peuple should have land at a valuation on a permanent
tenure. Did you give no intimation of your views on these matters to
the people whom you met on your rounds +—Yes, I stated them sometimes
at my meetings,

41161. Because in another part of your paper you say you dissuaded
them from asking fixity of tenure?—1In the Irish phrase. T objected to
the term, because I did not like the lock of it.

41162. But you told them your own opinions i—1J did,

41163. And so far yoa influenced them on that question I—I did.

41164, You also took a considerable interest in the question of
evictionst—Yes. Wil you allow me to say, with reference to what you
said about my going for a certain association, that I refused to go for any
association whatever, unless I was absclutely untrammelled and left to use
my own discretion in whatever 1 did. I went entirely free from any
eontrol of, or responsibility to, any association in the world.

41165. You stated rather broadly that the evidence was in no manner
prepared by you. Now, you preceded us in the greater number of places
where we went, and you admit that in those places you intimated your
views —Yes,

41166. You also took considerable interest in the matter of evietions?
—1 did.

41167. Did you not take the troubls, as you went round, to find out
what evietions had taken placei—Well, no, I did not, because, as you
are aware, I wrote a history of the Highland Clearances, and the book
was pubh:.hed before I went out, and I had no interest in making that
inquiry.

41168. There are cerfain statements about matters within my own
cognisance, with regard fo Gairloch, which, I need not say, fill me with
indignation, but as to which I cannot enter into dispute, though I will
ask you one or two questions respecting them. 1 refer to a point on
which Lord Napier has already spoken—the statement that ‘I was
¢ obliged to work on my father’s eroft—filling drains and removing stones,
¢ for which we got Indian and bad vatmeal in payment. This ineal, Talways
¢ understood, was * destitution ” meal. DBut whether that was so or not,
¢ interest was charged for the improvements made, and my father had to
¢ pay it so long as we remained in that croft” Do you mean to insinuate
or ailow it to be understoed that it was possible that this money, which
was advanced by the Destitution Committee in charity, was spent on
the property, and interest charged for it?—I kunow that was the feeling
on the whole property at the time.

41169, Might you not easily have ascertained for yourself, before you
made this charge in public, whether it was true or not—1I do not know
how I could,

41170. Might you not have put a question to some person who knew?
=1 do not suppose, if it were true, that anybody would now admit it.

41171. But might you not have asked to have the facts expla.mcd to
Jou if they requmed explanation +—1If I knew of whom.
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41172. Are vou aware that, at the time of the destitution, the trustees
on the Gairloch estate borrowed £10,000 from Government, for ahe
purpose of giving labour —1I was aware that they borrowed money, but T
Jid not know the amount.

41173. You arc aware also that thero was meney got from the
Destitution Committee for charifable purposes +—1 was not aware that
money was got. I understood meal was got in cobsiderable quantity.
It was sent in the shape of Indiar meal and oatmeal.

41174, At that time, I presume, the merchants in the eountry were
anable to advance meal?—I think at that fime, there was only one
merchant in the whole district.

41175. And when the potatoes failed it was necessary to provide the
people with meal #—Certainly.

41176, But whether they wero pald in money or the mopey's
worth in meal, the question here is as to the money advanced, or meal
sdvanced by the Destitution Committee for charitable purposes,—
whether you wish it to be understood that interest was charged to the
tenants for that, and paid to the trostees on the Gairloch property$
—AWN T can say is this, that we did work for which we expected to
get payment in money. Instead of that we got payment in meal that
wag unfit for human food, and an additional remt of 15s. or 16s. was
put on my father's croft for the labour for which we got that meal in
payment,

41177, But that meal was not destitution meal %It was called so in
the district. I was only from eight to twelve years of age, and I don't
know of my own knowledge whether it was s¢ or not,—and I say s0 in
my statement.

41178. You mention that the sceds which Dr Mackenzie forced on the
people were forced on them without any instructions how to use them,
Did he not circulate a small pamphlet, at the time, containing instruc-

tions #—-1 need not tell you, there were very fow people in Gairloch whe |

could read in those days.

41179. The ground officers conld —Well, the gronnd officers were just
ahout as bad.

41180. You refer to Dr Mackenzie scizing cattle and glutting the
market ; do you think .all the cattle in the parish of Gairloch would
have glutted the market 7—T do, at that time of the year.

41121, Is it not the case that the prices of caitle bappened to
be ahnormally low over the country #—1 say in my staterent the prices
were unusually low ab the time, and the consequence of these thousands
of cattle having been put into the market at a time when prices
were so unusually low was, that there was no return to the people, and
of that Tcan produce evidence on oath from many people in Gairloch
still Living.

41182, The statement is that the Gairloch cattle glatted the market b
~—-Just so.

41183. Are you aware of the system on which the rents of crofts all
over the Western Highlands, and T am surprised to find, in some parts
of the Tastern Highlands, used to be paid—at what time they were paid ?
—1I always nnderstood it was afterhand in Galrloch.

41184, As 2 matter of fach, it is the case that all over the Highlands
all the crofters’ rents were forehanded. It was presumed to be an
illegality on an eniailed estate, and Dr Mackenzie, instead of exacting,
remitted a halt’ year's rent.  Will you modify the statement now which
gays that Dr Mackenzie exacted an additional half-year’s rent in the year
of the destitution +—You know the fact, and I don’t, but I say that wag
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the common teport in the district,. You having stated the fact that he
forgave a rental, I, of course, withdraw the statement.

*11185. But whydo you give expression to commen opinion in the district
when you don’t know the real fact I just say what I was told. The
great fact remains that nearlyail the cattle were taken away from the people,
and the people were nearly ruined in consequence. There was scarcely a
cattle beast in Gairloch, without a big patch of white paint on its side.

41186, Afr Cameron,—You stated that the destitution last year in the
Highlands was not such as was represented by the proprictors and factors ;
what do you mean by that? Do you mean that the proprietors and
factors wero the means of calling public attention to it +—Yes, ncarly all
the meotings that were called on the west coast were called by factors
and addressed by factors,

41187, You are surely aware that public attention was first called to it by
a Bill which was intreduced into the House of Commons called The Seeds
Bill, introduced by Dr Cameron +—Yes, I know there was such a Bill.

41188, S0 you may say he was responsible, if anybody was, for calling
attention to the destitation +—Yes, in that case.  Allow me to add that I
mule this same declaration about the extent of the destitution that pre-
vailed, at the beginning at a mesting in Edinburgh.

41189. With regard to your own position, as I understand, you went
round the crofters in the Long Island, and the north-west coast of
Sutherland, with the idea of what is eoramonly called educating them —
Well, you may call it that.

41190, Bat it was called so in the public prints ¥—The Scofsman is
the only paper that called it so.

41191, You don’t call it educating them #—2Xo, T call it encouraging
them to come forward and present evidence to the Commission.

41192, Then, if it was not for the purpose of educating them, may I
ask for what purpose it was?—7Yes; I wiil repeat what I have said already.
I went to encourage them, knowing that they were so much afraid of
proprietors and factors and ground officers that they would be afraid te
present themselves at all before the Commission. T went and pointed out
to them the utter fallacy of this notion, and that the Crown had sent
down gentlemen to inquire into their grievances, who would listen to all
they had to say and protect them. I encouraged them in every way to
come, and, if they had grievances, to presentthem to their Queen through
the Royal Commission.

41193. But do you believe that without your presence the crofters
would have been afraid to state their grievances to the Royal Commis-
gion in open Court 71 do; and not only would they have becn afraid
to state them, but many of them would never have come before the
Commission,

41194, But how isit that the Commissioners—at least I can answer
for myself—have found no distinetion as to the courage of the crofters
between those places where they had the advantase of your presence
and other places where they had not 3—There is a veason for that, I
think I may fairly say that some portions of the districts which I did
not visit. were not so much trampled down as those distriets that I
visited, and further, that they had the advantage of seeing what the
people in the west did, by coming forward manfully, and finding no bad
consequences from their having come forward. T think these two reasons
will account for the fact ; and another reasen is that slthough I did not
go, other people did.

41195, With the same object —Well, T should think eo; I faney so,

41196, Althongh, of course, 1 am answering for myself, yet T believe
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I am answering for the rest of the Commissioners, that it made no
possible difference in our views, or in car acceptation of the evidence
which we received, don’t you think that possibly it might have had a pre-
judicial effect on the public mind, this evidence being prepared by you and
others going round in front of us and the result being, that papers were
produced which were excessively like each other, and bore the traces of
the same hand }I have already eaid that no evidence was prepared by
me, but I have no doubt going did influence the public somewhat in that
" direction, but we had faith in the Royal Commissioners, and felt that they
wotld not be so influenced, when they knew the facts; and ‘we had to
decide between two things—whether the evidence would be presented at
all, or whetlter, having been presented, its weight would be diminished in
consequence of our having gone forward in advance of the Comirission.

41197, If the thing had to be done over amain you would do the samae
~—I do not think it would be necessary now.

41198, But with the experience you have had, would you do the same
if it had to be done over again +—I would, in similar circumstances,

41199, You say the crofters at Poolewe were afraid to give evidence;
have you any evidence of that %—They told me so themselves,

41200, Buat do you think they kept back any evidence we don’t possess,
in consequence of that fear—Yes.

41201, There still is evidence which might have been brought before
us, but which was not brought forward in consequence of their being
afraid +—Yes.

41202, In spite of your visit —Yes.

41203, Then in that case your visit does not appear to have done
much good 4—Possibly not. The people were afraid to volunteer infor-
mation, and expected the Commissioners to ask certaln questions, which
they did not ask, not knowing the loeal eircumstances.

41204, Now, as I understand, one of your proposals is that you think
all sporting rights of proprietors should be confiscated ; T don’t use the
word in an offensive sense, but I mean they should be taken possession
of by the public #—I mean, in the event of the land being required
by the people or the naticn, that, in estimating its value, its value as a
deer forest should not be taken inte consideration by the Government or
Parliament. I do not know whether you would call that confiscation or
not ; itisnot long since these rights were established by Act of Parliament,
and if Parliament could give these rights, T do not see why they should not
transfer them to others, if necessary in the public interest

41205. But at present they form part of the value of the estate 7—
Yes, a very important part.

41206. You said, in answer to Mr Fraser-Mackintosh, that no bank is
so safe as land, How do you reconcile your ideas as to what should be
done with the land with the statement that no bank is so safe as the
land =—In what way 1

41207. You euggest that what you admit to be the principal value of
the land at present should be taken over by the public, and yet you say
the holding of land is the very best security a man could have. If it is
to be taken away, how can it be good security --If you get full value,
what could be better security ¥ T hold you will get full security not only
for the land, but for its agricultural value, but Thold that you have no
right to expect value for this inflation—large sums of meney given by
wealthy pecple for the mere purpose of sport; and I may say, in many
eases known to myscH, mere brutality.

41208, But ycu admit that at present it forms part and a large and
yaluable part of the value of the land; and therefore, if that is
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considered as being a part of the vulue of the land now, if it were taken
away the value of the land would be reduced by this valuable portion of
it -—No doubt, the value of the land would be reduced to the extent of
the valze put upon the land—but which did not belong to the land itself
—by Act of D’arliament, but which is no intrinsic part of the value of
the land itself.

41209, Stiil it would be part of the security which you say the land
constitutes to the greatest degree 3-—No ; I only say the land would be the
best security—not the sources of revenue that you can plant on it to-day
and take off’ to-morrow.

41210. With regard to these sporting rights which you would take
away, is it not a fact within your kmowledge that many proprietors in
the Highlands really live by the rents which they obtain from
shootings —1I believe that is so.

41211, And that if these were taken away from them, they would be
unable to do that amount of justice to their properties and their erofters
—moderate though it may be in some cases—which they do at present }—
I believe they could make their propertics equally valuable by encourag-
ing the getting back of the people, whom the sheep farmers undoubtedly
drove out of the country. My belief is the people will very soon drive
the deer away, and get back to their old position; and I believe the
landlord will be better off having the people cultivating the land, with
the land as their cnly security.

41212, Thatis hardly an answer to my question; what I want to know
is, if these sporting rights, which form an important element of value, are
tuken away, what is the proprietor to do in the meantime, and.in what
manner will he be able to do justice to the crofting population he may
have?—1I suppose he will have to do as other people do. He has been
getting an ioflated income, and living up to it, and if it is curtailed he
will just have to modify his expenditure.

41213. May he not have to seli the property #—He may have to sell
part of it, and very likely that wowld be a good thing for him and the
country too.

41214, Would he not, in some cases, have to sell the whole of it1—
I do not think so.

41215, With regard to another remedy, I may assume it as a fact—
indeed you have admitted that at present bankers will not advance
money tc the crofters to stock farms 7—No, I believe that to be the case.
I belizve more—that they will not even advance it to the sheep farmers,
and consequently the farms when they fall vacant are not let.

41216, But you stated also, that if the crofter had 2 permanent hold
of the soil, then the banker would be willing to advance money +—I do,
because I have spoken to bankers, and they said unhesitatingly they would
advance it,

41217, I suppose you will admif, nohody can kave so permancnt an
interest in the soil as the proprieter !—I am not quite sure I understand

ou.
v 41218. You say that ab present the crofter has not a permanent in-
terest in the soil; will you admit that the proprictor has +—Yes.

41219. Now, supposing you were told that a proprictor who has a
permanent interest in the soil wished to raise money to stock a farm, and
that he was told by the banker that stock afforded no security, and that
he could not lend him money on such security, would you not modify
your view as to the erofter being placed in that position-—-and being able
to obtain money —No, I would not, because I assume that the crofter

has a permanent held of the soil. snd could offer as security not merely
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his stock bub the improvements he may be making or going to make on
his property ; whereas the proprietor going to a banker may already have
burdened his estate to the last penny he could borrow en it, and may
not have anything to offer but the stock, such as the crofter has under
present conditions.

41220, But do you say the banker would lend money on improvements
which he was going to make +--Not exactly that, unless they were in the
course of being made,

41221, But even then, do you think a banker would lend money upon
improvements that were not actually finished 1—1 believe he would sooner
lend money on these conditions than under present cenditions, because a
man may make improvements now, and next Whitsunday they may go
into the landlord’s hands; whereas, with permancney of tenure, there is
more probability that the tenant will make them, and when they are
made, they are his own, and cannot be taken away by any one else.

41223, I was not comparing the crofter of the present time with your
ideal crofter of the future. I was comparing the crofter of the future
with the position of the proprietor of the present time, who is surely in
a better position for raising money than a crofter In the most favourable
- eircumstances could be 7—1I have no hesitation in saying, that if any pro-

riator goes to the bavk for money to stock a farm, and if he can show
Ee has not mortgaged his estate to the last penny, and gives a mortgage
to the banker in addition to the sccurity of the stock, the banker will be
very glad to lend money on such security.

41223. Thave not the slightest doubt he will do so, but the security of
# property which now could be obtained without going to a banker at all,
at 3% per cent, is surely not the same as the security of a flying stock +—
No, ot we seem to misunderstand each other. My idea is, that if yoa
give a permanent tenure to the crefter he can offer more than his stock, he
can offer his interest in the imprevements ¢n his lands, they being his
own, whereas now neither he nor the proprietor who iz already mortgaged
up to his ears can offer anything but the stock itself; and then there is
the additional fact, that the proprietor can now come in and take the
stock away from the crofter for his rent.

41224, Is it not a fact that the crofter will require to get the stock
before he commences the improvements —Yes,

41225. How can he offer improvements which are not begnn as
security for the stock on which he wishes to borrow the money +—1Well,
there is a great deal of friendly feeling existing among Highlanders at
home even yet, though it is deteriorating, and 1 have no doubt they
would club together and become security for one another to the banks if
they got hold of the soil in the way I suggest ; and seeing this the banks
would not hesitate to advance the money even on their personal security,
and much less so when they know that those who become security
have an incentive to go on and improve their holdings.

41226, In fach, you suggest that the crofter should go to the banker in
the usual way with a collateral security +—Yes, and say, ¢ Here we are with
¢ permanent rights to our holdings, instead of being tenants at will, as
¢ we were hefore, and no landlord can come in and take all in the shape
¢ of additional rent, and Ieave nothing for you.'

41227. Al T want to point out is that the stock is not sufficient
security +—No, if you look at my statement you will find that I call it an
unreagonable proposal thabt money should be advanced on stock under the
present condition of the land laws. I consider it most unreasonable of
the crofters to ask such a thing.

41228, But even in the future you admit he will require some friends
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a8 collateral security ; the tenure in the future will not be sufficient to
give the security required by the banker $—It would be sufficient aftcr o
few years, when he had made certain improvements, unless he mortgaged
the improvements which he bad already made.

41229, But he would want the money at onece and not after a few
years —You know that, in these crofts and small holdings, if you put a
pmall stock on at flrst it will very soon increase if locked after by the
parties themselves, instead of leaving it to other parties to look after.

41230. Do you believe that the consolidation of farms which has been
going on to the detriment as you think, and as I think too, of the High-
lands in general, is coming to & natural end 7—I believe practically it is
eoming to a natural end. i

41231. Then, without coming to those remedies which you point out,
can you suggest any other means of harmonious co-operation between
landlords and tepants by which large farms may be again re-distributed
among the smaller tenants —Well, it is very difficult, but I think it is
made to appear more diffieult than it really i, Two or three farms have
been advertised recently to be given up to small tenants, There are two
especially in the Isle of Skye,—one, I think, on the farm of Ullinish
offered in six holdings, but I happen to know that they are asking the
same rent for these six farms that the old tenant was paying.

41232, Do you know the date of that?—I do pot, but there is anobher,
Suishnish and Borreraig, until lately in the possession of the Established
Church minister of Strath, and it was paying so badly that he got the
proprietor to take it off his hands, and put it into the market, and he was
asking the same rent as the old tenant had paid for it. He was asking
the same rent from six new tenants, and I know a gentleman who offered
within £30 of that rent, but the negotiation was broken off, yet he
expects crofters not only to give the old rent and build new houses on
the place, but also to take over the sheep stock at valuation in a year
like this, when the price of sheep is unprecedented in the history of the
country. That is the reason. Old rents are asked, and the tenants are
asked to take over stock when prices are unprecedentedly high, No sane
man would do anything of the kind.

41233. Then you think the only way in which that should be done
would be by the valuation of these farms {—1I believe proprietors could
do a great deal just now, by breaking up these farms and offering them
to pecple who would take them ; not to insist on the stock being taken at
valuation, but to put it in the market, getting the highest price which the
market would give to the proprietor.

41234, Of eourse you know the proprietor i3 hound to fake the stock
st a valuavion —Yes, 1 know that.

41235. Then that would be a loss to the proprietor at once I —I do not
know that it would. T believe this is the great obstacle at present against
these small people accepting these farms even when broken down, and any
representation made simply to the effect that the people will not accept
them is not true. Dut they have to face the taking of these big stocks at
an enormous price, which is not likely to be maintained.

41236, I am afraid T must adhere to my view that that would form the
first obstacle, The mext point would be whether the proprietor would
nof have to build.suitable houses for these tenants +—I think not. I
think with a very little encouragement the people would put up their own
houses. My experience of them is that they are generally very well
disposed to do that work themselves, if they get some help in the way of
wood and perhaps lime, or a little in that way. I believe if lime and
these things were given, and if they were met and treated fairly, and
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began to understand that the landlords wanted them to stop, instead of
wishing them to leave the country altogether, they would erect their own
houses,

41237, But you would require to have parks enclosed, and a good deal
of fencing and draining done +—XNo doubt a great deal of draining would
reqguire to be done in some places, but there are places where all you have
to do is to put a plough or spade into the soil. In fact, it is better land
now than when it went out of cultivation.

41238. You say yourself that the days of big sheep farms are over 1—
I think so.

41239. Then don’t you think it possible that the course of events,
without any strong legislative remedies beyond what are sbsolutely
essential to carry out the programme, would be suflicient, that proprietors
and crofters might come to some harmontous understanding as io the
disposal of these farms +—Tf it were based on a principle by which each
party was sure to have his own in the future.

41240. DBut if the days of big sheep farmers are over, proprietors are
rather, to use the common expression, ‘in a hole,’ and would they not there-
fore be more dizposed to listen to reasonable proposals on the part of the
tenants 3—1I think if they would look a little ahead they would, Lecause
these sheep farms having now virtually become a failure, there is nothing
for the proprietor now-a-days but to turn his land into deer forests,
and if he does that he will prehably get a larger revenune ; but T have no
hesitation in saying that that wili not be a lasting remedy, and that the
country will rebel against it so soon, that the proprietor will find himself
in a bigger hole than if he took the bull by the horns now.

41241, We agree about that, DBut I rather point to the impossibility
of turning these lands which remain, and which are generally much lower
than deer forests, into deer forests. I rather point to the impossibility of
doing thaf, and 1 ask you if you see any chance of a harmonious co-
operation between the landlord and the tenant without compulsory inter-
ference such as you point to +—1I do. If the proprietors make fair advances
ta the people, and communicate to them in an unmistakable way that it
is their desire that a good relationship should be established, I have not
the slightest doubt there is an excellent fecling yet among the people—a
strong clannish feeling-—and they would be very much disposed to rest
and see how things would end.

41242, Then you think there is yet time, if proprietors in the High-
lands are wise, for coming to an understanding with those crofters who
desire to have larger holdings, and by that means avoid any compulsory
interference on the part of the Legislature —Yes, I believe that if any
good system, or any clear advance were made en the part of the land-
lords, 1t would at least put Jown for the present any drastie agitation in
the Highlands of Scotland.

41243, Sheriff Nicolson.—You are editor of the Celtic Maguzine among
other things +—Yes.

41244, Tt hasa considerable circulation 7—Yes

41245. When this Commission was appointed, you expressed an
opinion about the constitution of the Commission not entirely favour-
able to i#t?—I did. I have, however, changed my mind.

41246. You thought that territorial influence predominated too ynuch
in this Commission I did not think it was equally balanced. I did
not object to the territorial members.

41247, Dut you have better hopes of it now —I have no hesitation in
saying that everybody is getting ample justice and fair play in the
inquiry,
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41248. With regard to the inquiry which you made preceding us,—
I helieve you did not go entirely on your own responsibility.
You went to represent certain people DMy outlays were paid by certain
parties—virtually by a few friends connected with two or three associa-
tions, T myself subseribing a portion of the expenses—but I went on the
distinet condition, and T refused to go on any other, that T was to express
the opinions of no one but myown. I refused to go at all, except on the
condition that I was free to do what T thought proper, and nothing else.

41249, These friends, chiefly in the south I think, were of opinion
that the erofting population lahoured at a disadvantage as compared with
their seperiors, in regard to this inguiry, and that they would be the
better of some assistance in preparing the statemenis they were to make.
Was that so#—No, thers was no idea about the preparation of state-
ments,

41250. T don't mean to suggest that you helped them to prepare
their statements, but that you went to assist them in formulating
their ideas, which they were not accustomed to do in the shape of writ-
ing +—No, the fact is, I went this length the other way,—at the meetings
there was, as a rule, some minister or schoolmaster or prominent person
present, and T even recommended these people not to go to the school-
master or their minister to prepare their statements. I said, ‘If you go
“and polish up a statement, and do not put it in your own simples
¢ language,—Dbad grammar and everything included,—the Commissioners
¢ will at once suspect these statements are not your own ;" and at every
place I went to, I not only did not do anything of the kind myself, but
T strongly urged upon the people that they should put them down in their
own simple language, and present them in that state ; and they would be
mora thought of than if they were the productions of educated men,

41251, Personally, then, you had »no hand in the composition of any of
these documents ?—None whatever, directly or indirectly, except express-
ing my opinions oceasionally on eertain points ; but I need not have done
that. Their opinions were well enough formed on these points.

41252, Did you find in the Western Islands any traces of Irish in-
fluence having been there before you?—Well, I found some Irish terms
used.

41253, Do you think that Irish influence had been exercised to any
considerable extent 7—1I think Irish influence was attempted, but I do not
think it was at all required. I think the people had all made up their
minds before anybody from Ireland went among them ; and 1 think the
people are more resenting this Irish interference than otherwise. ’

41254. You visited the whole of the Western Islands, except Barra
and Lewis 1—Yes, and the south end of Utsth

41255. Was there any reason for your omitting these —7Yes.

41256. Did you think the Lewis people were not so much in need of
encouragement as others +-—No, I thought they did need it.

41257. But you had reasons for not going}—7Yes, I did not want to
go when certain other people were there. That reason was stated publicly
in the newspapers at the time.

41258, What, in vour opinion, is the smallest amount of land on
which it is possible for a erofter to live, in a comfortable and decent
way +—Well, before I would answer that question, T would almost require
to define what I mean by a crofter.

41259, Well, do so %I have heard various statements made on that
question with which I did not at all agree. In making a proper comparison
T have always kept in view the position of a labourer in a town as compared
with that of a man living on a plot of land in the eountry, and if I com-



Minutes of Evidence. 2711

pare a man living in the country with a labourer living fairly well on the
proceeds of his labour in a town, I think that a much smaller amount of
land than has been stated before the Commission all over the conntry would
be sufficient to ecnable a man to live better and more comfortably than ko
could possibly do as a town labourer; on the same eonditions, however,
that he should work as hard on lis farm as a labourer has to do fo pro-
vide a livelihood for himself in the town; and if a ran gets about eight
acres of arable land in fair condition, mprovable land, and 2 sheep run
upen which he could have twenty or thirty sheep, or perhaps a smaller
number, from twelve to twenty, and & couple or thiee cows—two eows and
their followers—my opinion is that a man working as hard on that land
as he would necessarily have to work as a Izbourer in a town, is out of
gight in a better condition than the town labourer. As to the farms that
were spoken of here, 30, 40, and 50 acres, I do not call them erofts,
as I understand crofts, at all. I call them comparatively large farms;
but what I wonld like fo see is crofts of the size I have stated, and a
gradation of holdings from that up to considerable farms, so that these
would be stepping stones for people ambiticus o improve their position,
and be an incentive for them to try to suceced in life; and I think that
if people were placed in a comfortable position of that nature, instead of
congesting, as they have been obliged to do, on the land —imwediately
a man found himself fairly comfortable, or his parents fairly comfort-
able, so that he could leave them without fear of anything happening
to them,~—as soon as he began to find the taste of a £3 note, he would
think it a good thing to have money ; a great many would hive off and go
to other places, and I don't believe there would be the slightest fear
of any overdncrease of population if the people were placed on that
footing; but I believe that if would rather have a tendency to en-
courage them to leave, than induce thew, in a state of despair, to remain
at home. s,

41260, Take the Isle of Skye, for instance, where there is hardly any
work to be had, what do you think is the smallest amount of land
there on which it is possible for a family to livet—I assume, in the answer
T have given, that the labour I refer to is to be given on the eroft itself,—
constant labour on the croft.

41261. And you think, that with as much land and stoek as you have
stated, it is possible for a family to be brought up comfortably and
respectably 7—I say more comfortably than a town labourer can be; and
i think you kmnow, as well as I do, that the people who have been brought
up in the west in such circumstances are equal in physique to any people
we find in the world,

41262, T need not ask you if you think it a more desirable position
and 2 nobler thing for a man to occupy & croft and pay rent for it, than
to be employed as a day labourer?—I don’t think there can be two
opinions on that point,

41263, Are there not some of the islands, and perhaps some places on
the mainland, on which there is overcrewding of population at present?—
Undoubtedly.

41264, Don't you think emigration to some extent absolutely necessary
before there can be any great improvement of their condition?—XNo, I do
not. 1 think migration is necessary, not emigration; and I may say that I
have always advocated emigration. I believe veluntary emigration is ove
of the best things for the people that can happen them ; and I go further
and say that if there should not be a ehange of the law in favour of these
people, I would recommend every man of them to go in a body and leave
the country, and settle down where they could earry their feelings, and in-

INVER-
NESS.

IRVERNESS,
Alexander
Mackenzie.



INVER-
NESS,
1 xv;:_n;'-ﬁss.

Alexander
Mackenzie,

2712 Highlands and Islands Commission.

stitutions, and associations with them. T would rather see every man go
abroad, and leave the country desclate, than stop in their present position,

41265, You visited, T thinlk, all the scttlements in Canada which wers
chiefly populated by Highlandera#—1I visited all the Highland settlements
of any note in Canada, but I did not go to the north-west.

41266, You found their condition very satisfactory+—Very.

41267, Did you find any considerable number of people, who
had emigrated within recent years, whose emigration had not turned out
satisfactory+—No, on the whole I found that the peopls, if it was not
their own fault, were very prosperous. Where they were willing to work—
as I find they all are, when they have an incentive to work, and get the
benefit of their own labour—I found the Highlander at the top of the tres
there. When they want a Promier he must he a Macdoenald or a Macken.
zie, and when they want a Governor-General he must generally be a High
lander. I found it was the same in regard to agriculture. Though they
went away comparatively ignorant of agriculture, when they mixed with
other people, and found that every spadeful they turned was to their own
advantage, they set to work and reclaimed the land in a way which showed
that if they had bheen able to apply their energies at home, there weuld
never have been the slightest reason for going to Canada at all.  "'When he
is soher—and the Canadians will not look at a man who takes too much
drink—any man of steady habits there is in a fair position. At the same
time, I found all over a sort of acheing, longing feeling for home. I found
they were not nearly so happy in their minds, though comfortable in out
ward circumstances, as they would be at home in worse circumstances,

41268. Do you think Ilighland erefters could carry on a sheep farm as
well as a man from Dumfriesshire or elsewhere?—I believe, if you have,
say any dozen crofters, you can get one among the dozen who can manage
a sheep furm as well as anybody.

41269. Don’t you know some examples of suoccessful club farms
in some parts of the west coast?—Yes, there is a very comfortable one
at Strath Carron, New Kelso, on Sir Alexander Matheson’s property.
I know the people there are in most excellent circumstances,

41270. What rent do they pay?—I think it is something like £20 a
piece, but I am not sure.

41271. But they have their stock in common?--Yes, and there are
several others. There has been another starfed on the same property
within a few years, and I think nearly all these club farms have been a
sticeess.

41272. It has been suggested or insinuated that the love of the High-
landers for pasture rather than for agriculture is due to their inherent
laziness of character; what do you think of that?—I don’t think it is
true. As I said before, if you give the Highlander an incentive to work
by letting him see that he is working for himself, he will work egual t
any class of men you can meet with. I have met Highlanders at the fishing
who had work of the hardest description a man could perform, and I
mever discovered that the Highlander could not work and command the
highest wages going, so long as he saw he was getting the proceeds of his
own labour,

41273. Are there any circumstances in their condition-—hereditary
circumstanees—that account to a very large degree for what appears to
be their inherent lazinesst—That is my opinion.

41274. Are there any cirenmstances, particularly in the winter season,
making it almost impossible for them to work the same as if they were
labourers getting rezular day’s wages in the south?—1In the first place, there
is no cutside work they can do, and, as I said before, if they do it, who
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is to get the benefitt—There is no doubt their donble existence, with one foot
on the land and snother on the sea, has a tendency to produce that failing,

41275. Do you think it is pessible to create a fishing population on
the western coast independently altogether of the land?—1 believe in
time it might be, by giving proper facilities.

41276. What do you think should be donet—1I think there should be
a system of harbours to make it possible for them to go out to sea, and,
if possible, by some arrangement, 1o encourage them to get fishing tackle
and boats,

41277, The men on the west coast who go as hired fishermen to the
east coast are good fishermen, are they not i—They are always in demand
by the east coast fishers before any other class of men.

41278, That is very laborious work. You have had experience of it ?
-—I bhad. I think it is the last work in the world. If you could
remove the moral stigma from transportation, the one oceupation would,
I believe, be as disagreeable as the other. I am speaking only of the
herring fishing on the east coast, and of the hired men, which is the worst
class of fishing labour.

41279. The number of men in the Highlands now who enter the army
is exceedingly small compared with what it used to be; to what chiefly
do you attribute that?—1 am not quite sure. There are differences of
opinion on that point. Thers used to be a strong feeling, so far as I
can gather, on the part of the people in favour of the chiefs in the good
old days, when the chief was the father of his people or his tribe; and
when the proprictor or chief went to the pecple, and said, ‘ Here is my
“gon; I want & commission for him in the army, and if he gets one
‘hundred men he will get a commission,’ there was ‘s feeling of
patriotism ronsed, not only towards the nation, but towards the chief, to
whom they looked as a petty king, and the people turued out with spirit ;
but I cannot say there is anything now that draws out that feeling, be-
cause the properties are now managed on the commercial system, and the
common expression I often hear is this—and, I am sorry to hear it—that
even if they emigrate they will not emigrate to Her Majesty’s dominions,
—they would rather go to the States. That is pretty freely said ; and
another expression is—* Let them send their sheep and deer to fight the
¢ battles of the country when they want a fighting force.” The reason,
I think, is patent from these remarks to all.

41280. Don’t you think something more could be done to make
recruiting more productive than it is at present? If there were a little
more éeldt about 1t, don’t you think it would have some influence on the
Highlanders, instead of sending a solitary sergeant to pace about like a
policeman —I am afraid my experience and the time I have devoted to
the study of that question will not justify me in giving any distinct
opinion upon it, but I think I am safe in saying that the new military
system, which many people believe in, has virtually breken down that
spirit in the Highlands, because people used to take a great pride in
joining one particular regiment, and keeping up the spirit and reputation
of that particular regiment; for they would go away in batches, and when
an honour was gained by the regiment it was gained by the county, but
when the man enlists in a Highland regiment now be may find himself in
an Irish regiment next month. As to the short service system, T happen to
have a brother in the Bcots Greys.  Ile enlisted for seven years first, and
when his time was up he was dubious as to whether he should leave or
not, He did not see quite well what he should do if he left after
sacrificing seven years. I said, ‘You are very foolish; you should
¢ ontinue your career, and take another term.” He did so. Héa got up ts
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ba a sergeant within five years of his first enlistment ; his statement to
me was that only certain men were allowed to stop on,—that actually they
had to go away at the end of the seven years, but they picked out some
of the best men and asked them to stop. He was asked to stop, and he
remained, But what is 2 man in this country to do who served seven
vears in Her Majesty’s service, and i3 then thrown upon the public? I
think that is one greaf reason why men will not enlist.

41281. T suppose that sentiment which some political economists make
rather too little of, but which is a great power in life and in history, which
formerly led men to enter the army from attachment to their chiefs, has
ceased 10 exist, and is mot drawn forth to any extent by the recruiting
sergeant as representing the chief I—XNo, I believe not,

41283, In an article in the Celtic Magazine for this month, giving the
number of decrees of removal in Skye in the last forty-three years, you
say that ¢ in the Isle of Skye every one of the population, as shown by
‘the Sheriff Clerk’s books at Portree, has a decree of removal issued
* against him or her every twenty years, or three times in every two
¢ generations,” Will you explain that +—1I speak of the average,

41283, Perhaps you would mention what the figures are: what number
of summonses of removal have been issued +—Of course, you understand I
am not personally responsible for these figures, The number in forty-
thres years, from 1880 to 1883, is 1740 decrees of removal; but you
may confine this to forty years, because during the three last years there
were only six decrees of removal. Now, to understand the force of this,
it should be explained that the practice is to issue these summonses in
batches of six,—~that iz, one summons of removal is issued against six per-
sons, s0 if there were twenty-one persons there would be four summonses
-—three sixes, and a three. Dut the sheriff-clerk who prepared this state-
ment was so anxious, that instead of taking the average at six or five, he
took the average at four, and if you multiply 1740 by four—my opinion
is that you would be perfectly safe if you averaged 51, but he takes an
average of four,—the result is that you have 6960 heads of families against
whom decrees of removal had been issued in the island of Skye during a
period virtnally of forty years. If you take the average of families at five,
which is under the average in Skye in my opinion—and I appeal to Sheriff
Nicolson on this point-—the total result is that 34,800 persons have had
decrees of removal issued against them in the island of Skye virtually in
forty years,—which is double the whole population of Skye,—man,
woman, and child,—and it brings out exactly what I said, that on an
average there is a decree of removal issued in Skye against every man,
woman, and child in the island every twenty years.

413284, Is it possible to tell how many of these decrees were carried
ont 7—1I helieve a great many were not carried out.

41285, But the expenses would be all against the people on whom they
were served +—Yes, and the average amount ig put at 10s. each, though I
ain told the usual charge is 173,  But it is not the actual removals I com-
plain of so much as the constant persecution and feeling of insecunity on
the part of the people,—that they cannot go and do anything to the land
or raise their position when this constant system of interference is taking
place at—I will not trust myself to describe—the rate at which these
decrees have been granted.

41286. Professor Mackinnon.—¥When you wereanswering questionsabout
the pasture ground you said you had in your view only the breaking up of
ground that was chiefly pasture, but in your first remedy you propose to break
down the present deer forests and sheep farms; den't you include arabla
farms as well #—Yes, and I ought to have included farms partially arable.
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41287, In that case you would require to have crofts where there
would be very little pasture ground upon them in some places +—Yes.

41288, And your system would be quite as well adapted to that state
of matters as to the places that you more particularly describe, where the
pasture ground is the chief thing?—Yes, because the large arable farms
would be in the south, where the people were in the habit of cultivating
them, and crofts in this particular position would require te have more
of the land, to enable them to live upon them without the aid received
from the cattle on the pasture,

41289, Your system would apply te arable crofts quite as well as to
pastoral crofts or to mixed crofts I—Yes, quite,

41290. And you would wish that, while a large number of them should
be comparatively small, there should be a regular gradation up to fairly
gized farms —Yes,

41291. Do you know any places throughout the country where such a
thing exists with respect to the size of crofters’ farms —I know of ne
place in the Highlands where such exists.

41292, All the places have the crofts too small and the farms too
large -—Yes, there may be exceptions, but that iz so, speaking generally.

41293, Do you find that a great difficulty in bringing about the state
of matters you wish for is the very great gap that exists between the
crofter and the farmer 3-—Yes ; there is really no stepping stone ; you can
only go down ; you cannot go up.

41294. And you think that if small crofters saw before them the
prospect of having larger holdings by-and-by, they would then have
an incentive to work and to save which they have not got now—Yes, I
think so,

41295. Will you tell us exactly what is the tenure you wish to ses
provided by law. It looks very like a peasant proprietary +—Yes, that
is practically what I mean, that you should have a tenure under which
you could not possibly remove a tenant so long as he pays his rent. I
know there are difficulties in connection with that question, which I did
not go into, because I was not asked as to the natural increment of land
and questions of detail, but these I think could all be got over.

41296, You seem here not to contemplate the idea of & rise of rent
at any time ?—Well, I contemplate the rise of rent in this way,
that the landlord should at all times receive the present value, which
must necessarily be more money after a certain period of years, because
money will depreciate in value.

41297, There are general conditions, and there may be general condi-
tions in the future, that would affect the value of land, so that the rent
paid ought fairly to increase to the proprietor more or less under the new
gystem -1 would not admit in principle that the real actwal value should
increase, but that the money representation of it should increase.

41298, The rent of it should increase. That is scarcely provided for
here, but would you carry down that right of virtually permanent posses-
gion to the very smallest holding +—Yes, I think I should.

41299. Well, how would you establish the right of succession#—1
think I would require to leave that to the lawyers. I don’ approve of
the right of succession now. I don’t know what the new system should
be,

41300. It is chiefly with respect to what we found in the Isle of Skye
and Lewis that T ask the question. At the present moment, without any
tenure at all, these people have overcrowded the places they occupy-
Supposing they had the indefeasible right you wish them to have, what
secrity would you have that they wonld not crowd and crowd even more
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than they have done under the present system ?—I am sn much opposed,
and always was, to the breaking up of these small holdings among the
people themselves, that I would make it almost impossible legally that
these hollings could be broken up at all, There are certain cases in
which it would require to be done.

41301, Even under any system +—Yes. .

41303. What I wish to direct your attention to is this, that there would
be a peculiar temptation, in the event of one having a permanent right,
and a peculiar difficulty in the way of preventing him from allowing his
married son or daughter to squat upon his holding }—0Qf course ; you can
do nothing without special legislation, and in any legislation that might
take place I would be disposed to make it illegal that a holding under a
certain number of acres shonld he subdivided at all

41303. By the proprietor or tenant, under any system whatever +—Yes,

41304. In your fourth remedy, whers you wish to see peasant pro-
prietors, you would fence it round by the same conditions, that under a
certain area and under certain conditions ground should not be divided ?
—-Unless in very extraordinary circumstances.

41305. Would you fence it round in such a way that the present
state of matters could not be allowed to exist -—Yes, because if accord-
ing to that plan of mine you got the country populated as it ought to be
populated, I do not see any hardship in the people hiving off and pro-
viding a living for themselves,

41306. In reply to Sheriff Nicolson, you stated you did not at present
see any necessity for emigration, but only for migration. Don’t you
think there are some estates along the west shore where there may be a
necessity for both +—Yes, if you confine the system to estates, but if there
i3 migration over the whole Highlands there is not the slightest necessity.
I dow’t think the Highlands are half populated at present.

41307. You have the whole Highlands in view from side to side I—
Yes.

41308. You know there are some particular estates that are over-
crowded #—Yes, and there are some in regard to which, I do not
know very well how any new system could atfect them in giving larger
holdings to the people, such as the one I am specially interested in
myself.

41309. In all the remedies you suggest, there is underlying them a very
material alteration on the law 1—Yes,

41310. Indeed, you expressed your opinion that good laws at present
could be enforced, because there is no tenure to the crofters,—such as
the ground game laws$—Yes, you may place laws on the statute book,
but they are a dead letter in ihe Highlands until you give the tenant a
hold of his land.

41311. If you make a tenant more or less dependent on the landlord
or the factor, it does not so much matter what the statute law may be;
it cannot be so well administered —XNo. Allow me to say that I know
most of the factors throughout the Highlands, and T wish to say that us
men I do not know a better class of men. It is only when they become
factors that they seem to me to completely change. As private gentlemen,
I do not know nicer and more agreesble men than the most of them.

41312, You think, if there was a gradation of holdings such as you
contemplate, the pecple by their natural energy and ambition, intelligence
and education, would of course clear away, and that such things as we
have at present would not oceur again +—I almost feel certain of it
That is my experience ; whenever they get alittle better off at home they
immediately want to Ieave and go somewhere else,
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41313. As s matter of fact, we find now that the poorer they are the
more closely they stay at home —Yes, and the moment they get better off
there is always a tendency to go away—I am happy to say not going
away and forgetting their people at home, but constantly sending home
means, without which their relations would in many cases be paupers.

41314. Have you found at home and abroad that there is a remem-
brance by folks that are going away of the poorer folks that are left
behind My experience is that generally Highlanders who go away and
leave their parents at home are very mindful of them, and send them home
considerable sums of money.

41315, 8o in that respect they stand well generally ?—Generally.

41316, Sheriff Nicolson.—] have heard it said the Irish are better in
that respect %—1I think not. The Irish send home more money, but for a
different purpose. We have never appealed to the Highlanders to send
money home except for their own relations, but I have not the slightest
doubt if an appeal were made o them they would send money home for
other purposes as well as the Irish.

41317. Professor Mackinnon.—Have you accounted in your own mind
for the extreme reluctance the people have to leave their homes when they
are poor, although they have no reluctance to leave when they are well
off -—Well, I think it is the case that when people are poor they are, as a
rule, comparatively distrustful of countries far away from themselves,
and there 18 a kind of feeling, in addition to the despair and hopelessness
of their existence, that they are going away, not merely to a strange
country, but almost to a strange world, As education advances, in ten
years we shall have a very different state of matters in the Highlands from
what we now have.

41318. You recollect that thirty or forty years ago, emigration was
rather a favourite scheme among the people?—Yes, but at that time a
great many of them went away in communities, and they felt, when they
were going all together, that they would at least have some of the associa-
tions of their own country, and see some of their friends, bat according
10 the present system there is no chanee of doing that. When I was over
in Canada I had the honour of an interview with the Marquis of Lorne,
and discussing that question with him, as well as with the Premier of
Canada, and others, and I tried to impress upon them the necessity of giving
an opportunity to Highlanders of going as a colony to Manitoba, but I found
the Canadian Government had strongly put their faces against anything of
the kind, and would not listen to any proposal on the basis of people settling
in bodies, the principal reason being that they have given ocut the land in
Manitoba in squares, every second one of which they have granted to the
new syndicate constructing the Canadian Pacific Railway, and they cannot
give it out in districts, The Opposition party ave of a different opinion,
but they have very little chance at present of getting into power.

41319. Did you find the people who have gone there, and their descen-
dants, very far in advance, in point of comfort, of those they left behind?
-——Far; there is no comparison.

41320, Do you think, if a different policy had been pursued at home, of
giving the lands of those wlio went away to those who remained behind, that
those who remained might be more nearly the same in point of comifort as
those who went away?—Yes, they might in many cases be as comfortable.
Inother cases they might have been better off, so far as money is concerned,
because a man can hardly make money in Canada. - He will have as much
a3 he likes to cat and te clothe himself with, but there is scarcely such a
thing as making money. A pound of beef is sold for 21d., and a first-class
turkey for 2a. 6d. The produce of the farm does not produce much money.
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41321. Did you find that a very large number of those who have the
smaller holdings there are sorely pinched by mortgages upon their holdings?
—There are a good many. Those in Canada who are not shrewd, like
those in other places, borrow money upon their holdings, and in conse-
quence are very mueh hampered.

41322, T am told they have even rendered ‘mortgage’ into Gaelict—
Yes.

41323, From what you know of the circumstances of the people there,
and the inconvenience that attaches to heavy loans upon property, you
would not have your views affected in the least with respect o the desirable-
ness of having small holdings upon 2 permanent footing?—No, because even
with those mortgages on the land, the land is constantly increasing in value
in Canada, as it would do here when improved; and when they hold it a
few years it is free, and the improvement is not appropriated by anybody
else as it is in this country.

41324. Would you have any fear that, if the people got very small
holdings here, they would borrow money upon these holdings to such an
extent that the interest of it would be a rent, and that perhaps the
money lender would be a worse proprietor than the presentt—It is quite
possible, in some cases probable, that that would happen; but the land,
ag I said, by being reclaimed would get improved, and be worth more
money.

41325. You think the advantages would be considerably greater than
any possible disadvantages?— Yes; there is no rule where there will not
be exceptions, and we shall always have the poor as well as the rich,
make any regulations you may ; but with this scheme, speaking broadly,
it would be a great advantage.

41326, It would give a decided advantage to the shrewd and energetict
—Decidedly, and those that did not deserve it would not get it.

41327. When you were away among the people, in Skye and else-
where, did you find that the evidence that was laid before ws was
virtually the cxpression of the ideas in the minds of the people them-
gelves+—I think T am safe in saying that among the people—among
whom there are many intelligent men—those ideas, though they
could not perhaps put them into very intelligible shape, were as clear
in their own minds as they were to me, long before anybody went near
thenr,

41328, And T suppose you would say the ideas are so few in number,
and of such a well-defined character, that they would not require to be
elaborated before being laid before us?—Yes; you cannot have half-a-dozen
different schemes when the simple opinion in the mind of all is ‘ give us
*a perwanent bold of the soil’ You don't require to go into any detail
beyond that; everything eise will follow.

41329. So the similarity of the case presented to us in the different
localities was due to the nature of the case itseli?—Yes; and if you look
into it, I do not see how you can get anything else.

41330. They don’t require teaching from the outside to formulate their
ideas?—XNo,

41331, You stated as your opinion that the proprietors and factors
rather encouraged the idea of excessive destitution last year+—1I did; they
got up the meetings in the west,

41332. You think that those in authority there—proprietors and factors
—rather encouraged the idea of its bheing supposed that there was more
destitution than there actually was?—7Yes, I believe, and I said publicly
before, that there was real destitution in the Lewis; in Skye there was
poverty; but that the destitution there and on the mainland was nothing
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like what it was represented to be; and I say so now after having gone
over all the districts and come into contact with many of the people, not
only in connection with this Commission, but seeing somne of them with
the view of giving them money sent me from New Zealand to be dis-
tributed among them. I observe a distinet and painful difference on the
people when I was there a month ago compared with what they were last
year,—people who would be ashanied to ask for anything a year ago came
in clamouring for it then.

41333. I suppose that follows almost every indiscriminate distribution
of charity+—Yes; people who were pretty weli-to-do got it; and, there-
fore, those who were not so well off thought they might as well get it too.

41334, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Then the landlords and factors in the
west who encouraged the idea that there was destitution, are found in
Skye. You admit there was destitution in Lewis *—Yes.

41335, But you don’t charge that against the landlerds and factors on
the mainland +—Xot 80 much ; there were some.

41336. Can you mention any place where such was the case 7—In the
Ullapool district.

41337, That the landlords encouraged the idea that there was destitu-
tion %—That their factors did se.

41338, In regard to this envrmous number of surmmonses of removal
in Skye, you stated I think that they were not all acted upon T believe
nothing like it.

41339. Do you believe any considerable proportion was carried into
effect —Yes ; a great number were carried into effect, because I find it was
within that period that a district in a fine portion of Skye was cleared—
the Bracadale district~—on the MacLeod estates,

41340. Then I have been misled by your statement that every man in
Skye was removed every twenty years!—XNo, T did not say so; decrees
of removal were issued on an average every twenty years.

4134]. But these summonses of removal were issued to a great extent
during the time the Bracadale evictions took place —The earlier of
them,

41342. Since the days of those great clearances for what purposes have
these summonses of removal been issued +—That is more than I can tell;
but I have an opinion.

41343. Have you any reason to suppose it has not been on account of
arrears of rent +—I do not think that they would have been likely to be
issued, unless the people were slightly behind with the rents in many cases ;
but there is 8 system there which I think will account to some extent for
them,—that often the same gentleman is factor and law agent, and that he
pockets the fees for the decrees of removal as law agent, which decrees he
i1ssues as factor on the property; and so long as human nature rzmains
what it is that is not to be wondered at, I suppose.

41344, At the same time, you admit it is not likely these would have
heen issued, unless there had been some arrears standing against the
tenants +—1I think it is unlikely.

41345. And in your statement here you ask for a permanent tenure
——that they or their representatives should not be removed as long as
they paid their rents,—but in the great majority of these cases you admit
they had not been paying their rents }—I1 admit in the cases where these
notices of removal were issued a small amount would probably be due;
hut I know this, that, as a rule, with this class of tenants, there are arrears
more or less whezever you go, although, as a maiter of fact, the proprietor
gets a full year's rent within the twelve months, There is always a
little margin of arrears. Even some of the factors were good enocugh to
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show me their books, to show that this state of things existed, and, n
many cases, they told me that while there was always a margin of arrears,
as a rule a whole year's rent was paid in the year.

41346. Do you think it fair to state that these factors, who in private
life are honourable gentlemen and friends of your own, when they become
factors and law agents are sufficiently mean to take advantage of
summonses of removal in order to transfer 10s. into their own pocket 3—
I do not insinnate anything but what the facts suggest.

41347. The Chairman.—There are just two or three questions I wish
to put to you in consequence of statements of your own. I wish to
understand more distinctly from you what you consider a desirable
minimum for the formation of a eroft? Do you think that a eroft, to be
the source of useful and prosperous life to a family, ought necessarily
to atford food for the family during the whole year, or do you think a
croft may be a nseful auxiliary to a wage-earning family +—I think a
small croft, a good-sized plot, is a useful thing as an auxiliary to other
labour, but in the Highlands there is so little labour to be got, that as a
practical question you will not often meet with the conditions where the
labour is forthcoming. It would apply to fishing industry.

41348, You mean to say you do not think a croft would be a useful
auxiliary to a wage-earning family if the members of the family are
allowed to go beyond their native district,—for instance, if they go away
to the Lowlands on wages for a time and return to their family, or if some
members of the family go away and return and help the others. Do yon
think that in a composite life of that sort a small croft may be a useful
auxiliary? — I do; because the older members of the family must
necessarily remain at home. :

41349. We may look forward perhaps to increasing the area of crofts,
but we must look forward very far indeed to be able to hope for the
formation of crofts generally, which would afford complete sustenance
for an average family. DBut, in your opinion, we may hope that in the
meantime, till there can be a great consolidation of crofts, a small croft
ought not to be despised, and that it may be a wseful auxiliary to &
labouring family, and still place that family socially abeve the level of
mere labourers?—I do believe so, I think it is a most important
auxiliary,

41350, Then, particularly with reference to the fishing, the most dis-
cordant opirions and evidence have heen given to us on the subject.
Some people think decidedly there should be a eomplets diverce of the
fishing industry from the land industry, others think they can be usefully
allied, and one, the other day, said that fishing could not be prosecuted
without land. Do you contemplate, as an ohject at which we should aim,
a complets divorce of the two industries or not 1—1 believe that'if there
were siitable harbours round the west coast, a fishing population womld
naturally grow up even with the crofting system,—that some people
would take to the fishing and some to the land. I do not know whether
you want my opinion as to whether the one occupation is compatible with
the other.

41351. T do. 1 want to know whether the two occupations are
compatible in the same family,—I will not say in the same individual 1—
Quite ; in my opinion they are. But I have a different opinion as regars
the same person.

41352. The question becomes one rather of family,—whaether in the
nature of things, in the same family some members—the older members
or particular members of a family—might be usefully engaged on the croft
while others are usefully engaged on the sea, and whether those who are
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usefully engaged on the sea at one period of the year may not be giving
useful assistance on the croft at other periods of the year %—-They may,
but I am rather disposed to think that that sort of scmi-existence—balf
the time on land and half the time on sea—is caleulated to spoil the party
so employed for both occupations, because when I myself had to do both
I felt, especially so far as the fishing was concerned, that there was a
sort of feeling on my part against going to sea on a very stormy night
that was not entertained by the men who were virtually sea-birds, and
who were constantly on the sea, and did nothing else.

41353, Then your opinions rather tend to a division of the two
industries, in time and with prudence !—Yes, so far as the same indi-
vidual is concerned, At the same time, a family may be divided so that
some may take to the fishing industry while the other members may
adhere to the cultivation of the croft, and there is nothing to hinder a
seafaring man giving assistance on the croft, though I think the life on
the croft may spoil him for a fisherman,

41354. Is it not a fact that after a certain time of life exclusive
devotion to fishing becomes impossible? By the time he is fifty a manis
pretty well worn out; but he may he a very useful crofter’—Yes,—
that is quite the case,

41355. Then if you take away his croft, what is he to do —T1f my ideas
were carried out, there would always be openings for them to take crofts
and settle down if they had made money as fishermen,

41356. But consider the precarious nature of the results of fishing.
We have seen extinct cenires of industry in the Highlands,—dead
villages, ereated by Government interference,—all becanse the fish have
forsaken their localities, Can you contemplate the creation of centres of
fishing population which might become deserted by the very sources of
their industry +—1I would not go the length of creating centres of this
industry beyond giving fairly cheap harbour accommodation, which
would be useful to the people in almost all circumstances. Wkhat vou
state about the fishing disappearing from localities is a thing quite well
known, so far as the west of Scotland is concerned.

41357. 1 have only one more question to put to you. You have
mentioned the great hardships, and 1 think you said almost the degrada-
tion, that attached to the life of a fishermun when hired as a servant on
board a fishing boat. We, nevertheless, have heard that some of the
most prosperous labouring pecple in Scotland are fishermen on the east
coast ; do you think there is anything in the fishing industry, where
people become sharcholders and part proprietors of boats, that is =o
laborious or degrading that it ought to be avoided?—I think your
Lordship misunderstood me ag to it being degrading—morally degrading.
I mean it is slavish, dirty work, and there is no rest night nor day for
the man who is on the sea during those eight weeks. I referred only to
the hired fishermen at the herring fishing. I do not think fishing generaliy
is degrading, but rather the reverse.

41358. Do you think there is anything in the nature of the fishing
labour that is so hard and so exhaustive, that when it terminates, and
the man returns to the shore, it might account for the almost proverbial
idleness of the Highland fisherman on shere? Do you net think there is
a certain repose necessary to them t—XNo, I do not, because if the fishing
industry may be very hard occasionally, often when a man has to sail a
long distance out to sea, it becomes rather a lazy avocation of itself in
such cireumstances, and I would be disposed to think that, perhaps, the
long period of want of hard work the fishermen may have at the fishing
industry may be more the cause of his want of industry when he goes on
shore than any deterioration of bodily strength.
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M. Ecnior, Butcher, Inverness {65} examined.

41259, The Chairman.—You have a statement you wish to read +—
Yes,

41360. Will you read it?—*My object in this short statement is to
¢ direct attention to certain results of large farms and deer forests, which
‘T humbly think the Commission should take into their copsideration.
¢ The effects of the system referred to has frequently come under my
¢ ohservation in course of my occupation and business, during the whole of
¢ my life; and as my statement is to be general, and without particular
¢ reference to any particular person or place, I believe it is proper
¢ that I should state in a few svords what experience and connection I
¢ have had with the subject in bhand. I was born in Dumfriesshire in
€1828, on a farm partly arable and partly pastoral, in the working of
¢ which I took an active part. After leaving home, I was employed in
* connection with arable and sheep farming for sixteen or seventeen years,
“ and after that entered on my present occupation, both of feeder and
* butcher, by which I have a keen interest in the breeding and feeding
“ of live stock, which also brings me constantly intoe contact with pro-
¢ ducers, as well as the maturers or fatteners of the amimal food of the
¢ pation. Tnm a healthy state of agriculture, such as would be in the long
‘run the most profitable for the proprietors, for the whole farming
¢ inferests, and for the nation at large, three classes of men are necessarily
¢ engaged in connection with the preduce of the soil, namely—1Ist, The
¢ producer, or in the case of live stock, the breeder; 2nd, The maturer
¢ or feeder; and 3rd, The trader who dispenses to the consumers. So
* long as these different classes are in a position to suit each others’ re-
¢ guirements, and {o provide the produce in demand by the consuiners,
¢ the agricultural interest will prosper in all its branches., Keeping
¢ specially in view the matter of live stock, it is found that almost all the
¢ natural pasture lands will produce and rear sound and healthy stock,
¢ which will paturally be handed cver to the low ground farmer o be
‘ matured and fattened before going to the consumer. On the other
* hand, a grea$ proportion of the more productive low grounds of England,
‘and also of some parts of Scotland, while it is perfectly suited for
¢ rapidly maturing any class of stock, is found by experience to be
¢ quite unfit for producing or at least of continuing to produce a healthy
¢ stock. The attemnpt to breed sheep largely and continuocusly, in such
' low ground, resulted a few years ago in the well-known losses among
‘ sheep stock in England, by what is known as sheep “rot.” Taking
¢ Great Britain as a whole, I believe I am right in saying that the land is
¢ nearly equally divided between what is arable—or what might be
‘ wade arable—and natursl pasture lands, and that nealy the whole of
¢ both classes of land is well adapted either for the breeding or maturing
of live stock ; and I believe that the higher pasture lands, with their
‘ due proportion of wintering grounds, are sufficient to breed as much
¢ live stock as the richer arable lands are capable of maturing. In this
€ way this country would be self-supporting, in the sense of the breeding
* districts producing ail the stock required for feeding on the lands
¢ adapted for maturing only. The formation of large sheep farms and
¢ of deer forests has resulted in the following evils, which are still in
* course of development :—1. The land has been depopulated, and the
¢ ancient inhabitants of the soll have been forced %o seck subsistence in
¢ foreign countries, or to take up their abode in sea coast villages, or in
¢ the overcrowded parts of large towns, where, from being quite unadapted
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¢ for their new position, they become, as a rule, guite discouraged and
‘ helpless. Of this evil it is not my object to apeak further. 2. The
¢ secord evil result is the disarrangement of the healthy relationship and
¢ direct intercourse between the producer and the maturer, and the intro-
¢ duction, or at least the unnatural inerease of middlemen or dealers, who
¢ are entirely non-productive and an unnecessary class. The large sheep
* holdings produce more stock than almost any one arable tenant
¢ requires for his land. The consequence is that a middieman eomes in
¢ and buys up stock from the large holders, and retsils to the matarer;
*and the profit which rightly belongs to the agriculturist—whether
¢ breeder or maturer—goes into the hands of the non-productive middle-
* man, who does nothing fo add value fo the produce. The tenants lose
* their fair profits, and eventually the proprietor suffers loss through his
‘tenants. 3. A third bad result of the system is that the land is
¢ necessarily let to men with money rather than the necessary qualifica-
‘ tions for making the best use of the land. A large sum of money is
¢ required for the stocking of such a farm as we have in view; and if
¢ the proprietor cannot get a skilful tenant with sufficient eapital, he is
* tempted to take the man of money without the skill. The result on the
¢ whole, and in the long run, is that the more numerous the large farms
‘ become, the smaller is the proportion of skilful practical men who can
¢ become tenants of them ; and there can be no greater mistake than to
¢ suppose that capital is the only requisite for profitable and productive
¢ farming. 4. Another evil result is, that the maturer, finding his profits
¢ going into the pockets of the middlemen, attempts to regain his original
¢ pesition by becoming a producer as a feeder--his land being in many
‘ cases unsuitable for producing healthy stock. As already indicated,
* his new effort results in disaster to himself in many cases, and in
*injuring the market of the natural producer. 5. Another evil, arising
¢ from the decreased production of large farms and from the entire unpro-
¢ dactiveness of forests, is the importation of cattle from foreign countries,
¢ and the introduction along with them of cattle diseases that are quite
¢ foreign to this country. The fearful losses to individuals, and the great
‘ expense to which the counfry is put, in stamping out these foreign
 diseases is a matter for serious consideration. These evils, and the
¢ dependence of parts of the country on such foreign supplies, mightin my
¢ opinion be in a great measure prevented by the proper and healthy
¢ development of the resources of our country. It would be easy to point
¢ out how the system of turning the land into large farms and forests
¢ came into faveur with proprietors, and how it was at the oulset more
¢ profitable than a more numerous tenantry. At.the beginning of the
¢ system, agricultural skill was in a backward state, especially among the
* smaller tenants, and the inducements to the proprictors to adopt the
¢ course that was immediately the most profitable were certainly very
¢strong. The result of the system in the end, however, is the bad
¢ effects I have mentioned, and affects the proprietor as much as the tenants,
¢and the community generally. With regard to deer forests especially,
¢ it might be said, that inasmuch as they cannot be ranked either with
¢ producing or matoring farms, they as forests are almost useless for the
¢ production of food. It is often assumed that forest, as a rule, is not it
¢ for stock, This is not the case, for in all my experience I never met
¢ with land in which deer could live that is not suitable for sheep. The
¢ increasing extent of land under deer forests has seriously reduced the
¢ extent of breeding or producing ground for both sheep and cattle, The
¢ remedy for the evils 1 have spoken of would, in my opinion, consist in
* & great measure in & return to moderately sized holdings. In some places
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* it might be found desirable to have an occasional large farm, but say
¢ not exceeding 3000 sheep for a sheep farm, and not over 300 or 400
¢ acres for an arable farm. The genecral size of farms, however, should
¢ range from 50 to 150 acres of arable, and, where possible, with pasture
f for 500 to 1000 sheep, or a proportional number of cattle. As to
¢ crofters in club farms, in my opinion each man should have a separate
¢ lot of arable, in no case less than twenty acres, with his share in the
¢ common pasture, 1. Fishermen’s erofts should, I think, have only as
¢ much land as would keep them occupied when unable to go to sea, and
t keep their families in milk, potatoes, and wool for stockings, and feeding
¢ for the cow, being the principal produce of the croft. 2. Where factors
¢ are at all reguired they should not be mere office men or lawyers, 3.
¢ Absenteeism proprietors and tenants are productive of much evil in
¢ many cases, and so far as possible should be discouraged. 4. On all
¢ farms there shonld be some cottages for work people and servants.

41361. Mr Cameron.—You are & butcher i the town of Inverness +—
Yen.

41363, In spite of those changes and alterations to which you have
alluded, may I ask whether your business has not increased very much of
late years +—Yes, my own business may perhaps have increased ; but I
don’t think it has done good fo the community.

41363, But your own business has increased in spite of those alterations
in the system of farming —Yes.

41364. So we may assume the system has not been productive of evil
to butchers It has, in so far as I have already stated, that it does not
allow them to deal direet with the maturers—it allows middlemen to step
in between us, and consequently does away with a large part of our

rofits.
P 41365. But is a butcher not a middleman I don’t think so. The
community could not receive their supplies without him.

41366. Don't you call a middieman one who interposes between the
producer and the consumer —7Yes, but no consumer could manufacture
the live animal into food without the batcher.

41367. You mean that the trade of a butcher is a necessary one. But
T only atlude to a middleman in the sense in which you defined it—one
who steps in between the producer and the consumer —XNo, I cannot say
that. The meaning I apply to the term middleman is a man of capital,
who steps in between a man selling a certain article and a man requiring
to buy the same article, preventing the man requiring it and the man
disposing of it from having direct contact with each other.

41368, Then you think a community could not do without butchers,
though they could do without dealers ?—1I think so.

41369. Then how would the butcher obtain his fat meat +—Direct from
the producer.

41370. But a producer whe has a considerable number of cattle or
sheep to sell could hardly sell these all at once to the butcher; he must
gell to somebody else first %—1 don’t think it. If there were no larger
holdings than I recommend there would be no butcher but ecould use up
any one maturer's stock.

41371. Then you recommend that no holding should be of a larger size
than would contain the number of animals that one butcher could buy at
one time +—I should think so.

41372. You talk about the sheep rot in England as if it were a nor-
mal state of things; was not the sheep rot produced by one or two or
three particularly wet seasons 7—I don’t suppose it.

41373. Of course the sheep rot has always existed, but has it existed to
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the alarming and tremendous extent that it did a few years agot—Yes;
wherever it was attempted to breed on land not adapted for them, and
there are many places of that nature in Seotland.

41374, We all agree with that; but I am alluding more particularly to
the gutbreak of sheep rot which devastated the flocks in Great Britain,
and which is supposed pow, and I believe justly supposed, to be the cause
of the high price of sheep. That was not usuval but abnormal, and pro-
duced by a few bad seasons?—The hizh price of sheep was because of
attempting to breed sheep and lambs that ought not to be used for breed-
ing purposes. It commenced about 1866, and continued for a number of
years, until the sheep rot set on to the stock which they produced or reared
in those places where they ought not to have attempted it.

41375. Then you mean to say the sheep tot only existed in places
where people recently took to breeding sheep where sheep ought not to
have been bred +—Yes, that it is so.

41376. But surely it existed over a very large part of England? You
don’t mean to say that in all these places sheep were introduced where
they should not have been admitted +—No, [ mean sheep will keep quite
healthy for one or two years if brought up on pasture lands where they
ought not to be bred ; but if you attempt to breed them on those lands
they will rot in a few years,

41377. I quite understand that, but the point I wish to ask is whether
the enormous losses caused by sheep rot were confined to places you
describe as being unfit places for sheep, or whether they did not extend
to places which in usnal years, not very wet, produced no evil effects on
the flock T—Well, in rare cases, but pot often,

41378, Then you state in your paper that one bad result is that the
land is let to men with money., Now, can a man without money work a
farm as well as a wan who has money }—A man without money cannot,
but what [ hold is that if, instead of turning your land into large holdings,
you had a number of small men, small holdings, out of these families that
were raised in the small holdings, you would always get practical men to
take up your lands ; whereas, if you take it all in under one man, that man
may be a practical man, but ten to one none of his successors are practical
men. All men born on farms are not fit to be farmers.

41379. But do you suppose that a man who takes a large farm, and has
a practical knowledge of farming, will not bring up at all events one
member of his family to succeed him in the business +—1I have given that
perticular attention for & long period, and I bave not found 1% so, with
very few exceptions.

41380. Youthinkthat these large farmers, after they make a lot of money,
bring up their sons as gentlemen %—I think there is something in that.

41381, But, as a rule, I suppose you admit that in farming, as in all
other trades, the men with most capital to start with, provided they have
knowledge, are more likely to succeed tham people who bave egqual
knowledge aud no capital I—The most successful farmers 1 have known
started without almost any capital. They were pushing men, and made
the most of everything, but I rarely knew it going beyond one or two
generations.

41383. These people, of course, could not take even a moderate sized
farm at first —They could not.

41383. And when they wanted to take a moderate sized farm they had
capital ; they had made it themselves +—They had made it themselves.

41384. But without that moderate capital they could not even take a
moderate sized farm %—XNot without capital. The proprietors very soon
picked out the most sagacious of them as tenants,
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41383. T quite sce your theory, but I must ask you whether your
theory sbout capital is not rather a novel one?—Without capital, no
man ¢an do anything in farming.

41386, Then you say that, in consequence of deer forests, cattle have
been introduced from abread ; but as I understand the matter, these deer
forests were formed out of sheep farms, which were principally situated
on very high grounds, and which fed what we call a wedder stock,. Now,
cattle could not have been introduced to supplement wedder stock. These
forests did not grow ecattle 4t all, did they *—They began with sheep,
but the result is the want of practical men to take up the sheep runs
now, and the plentifulness of men to take them up as deer forests,

41387. But I am talking of your remark in regard to the importation
of eattle in place of sheep. When the deer forests were created could
the necessity for importing cattle have arizen in a case where no cattle
were grown upon these grounds, and where the lands produced sheep
only —In all moderate-sized farms there are less or more cattle,

41388. Butb as matter of practice were cattle grown oo those high
lands +—They were at one time,

41389. When they were turned into forests +—They were under sheep
at that time.

41390. Exactly. These lands grew wedder sheep chiefly +—Yes.

41391. And therefore the result of that could not have been to in-
troduce foreign cattle, because they did not grow catile t—No, but what
I mean is simply this, that if the land was used for that purpase it would
prevent the necessity of having foreign cattle. There is quite enough
pasture land or lands unsuitable for maturing or fattening—quite enough
to supply all the breeding animals in the country.

41392, Yes, that might be, but I am talking of what it was when they
were made forests —They were made forests out of sheep stocks.

41393. And therefore the importation of foreign cattle could have had
nothing to do with the previous state of things i—No, certainly not at
that time,

41394. But you think these lands might possibly be made to produce
cattle -—No doubt of that.

41395, These high lands that are now in forest —No doubt of that.

41396, How would yon winter these cattle ~Give them to the
maturers in the low lands in winter,

41397. But would that be a profitable oceupation +-No doubt it
would.

41398. Would you like to take a forest and turn it into a cattle farm §
—T would not take a deer forest for anything. It would be of no use
for years. You would nof geb any stock to fatten on it.

41399. Would it not be in a virgin state +—No, I think it would be
very much deteriorated.

41400. Bub, giving it a few years of rest,—though I don't see that it
should need rest,—how would you set about stocking it with cattle and
rearing cattle on it '—You first require to put practical men into it, and

- give them accommodation, with houses, and they, as a natural result,

would produce the cabtle.

41401, Bot I want to know what you would de with your breeding
stock on these high lands, that are now forests, in winter. The surplus
stock you might sell, but how would you winter the breeding stock 9—
There are no lands in the Highlands but are capable of growing wintering
for animals. I am acquainted with the highest land in Rose-shire, and
have seen them wintered on the very highest tops of it.

41402. Then you think that on these high lands cattle would do as
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well as sheep 9—In some parts they would not, but thers are many parts
of the Highlands well adapted for the rearing of cattle.

41403, Tihen why do those farmers who have got sheep farma—which
are certainly more favourably situated than the high lands occupied as
forests—astick to sheep if they can rear cattle more favourably +—The want
of accommodation and want of knowledge; besides they could not get
winter pasture if it was eaten up hy sheep.

41404. But they need not keep shesp?—It is easier keeping sheep
than cattle.

41405. Have you ever asked a practical farmer who oceupies omne of
these large tracts in the Highlands as a sheep farm whether it would
pay him better to turn it inte cattle —No, I have not.

41408. Fhe Chairman.—You mentioned that it would wot be a pro-
fitable thing to turn a forest, at this moment, into a breeding ground for
cattle—that they would find the pasture very much deteriorated; what
is the cause of the deterioralion, and how does the pasture under deer
become deteriorated —All other animals except deer, I believe, return
a certain amount of manure back to the soil. Deer don't do that so
much, and deer don’t eat up certain parts of the land so much as sheep
and cattle do. Cattle are much better for land, even grazing land, than
gheep ave, but sheep are much more preferable for the continuing of good
pasture than deer ave.

41407, Deer devour some kind of grasses and don't eat others +—Per-
hiaps they may devour all grasses, but they return nothing back to the
soil.

41408, Then you think all pasture under deer, without the assistance
of some other stock, must be deteriorated 2—No doubt of it.

41409. But does the deterioration of the pasture under deer not de-
pend in some degree upon the fact that draining will be neglected, and
other improvements of that sort1—No, as a rule deer forests in that re-
spect are better with sheep pasturing on them. I have seen it in many
vases, The only improvements are trenching and burning. TYou will
find that more attention is paid to that on deer forests than on sheep
farms,

41410. Is there more attention paid to surface drains +—There is.

41411, But we have heard, in the course of our inquiry, complaints
made not only that the pasturing of deer deteriorates the ground, but that
sheep deteriorate the ground; do you believe there is any foundation
for the notion that the constant depasturing of ground by sheep deterior-
ates the grass?—1I do, compared with what cattle wouid do. Cattle or
horses will keep it in a much better condition than sheep will do.

41412. Do you mean ecattle associated with sheep, or cattle alone ?—
Cattle alone, or cattle associated with sheep.

41413. Which will be best, cattle alone or cattle associated with
sheep 7—There are many bits of hill pasture that cattle could not get at,
but a mixture of sheep and cattle will do well.

41414. You come from Dumfriesshire -—Yes.

41415, Have you ever heard it asserted in Dumfriesshire or on the
Borders, that the pasturing of ground by sheep, for any length of time, if
proper attention 1s paid to drainage, deteriorates the ground %—I never
knew they did, where there were cattle or horses. I never had any
experience of pasturing without horses or cattle. '

41416. Are there many sheep farma in the south of Scotland, where
horses are unknown, and eattle very rare ?—I have never been upon one
of them,

41417, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—You state in your paper, a3 to crofters
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in club farms, that in your opinion each man should have a separate lot
of arable, in no case less than twenty acres, with his shave of the common
pasture ; how do you propose that share in the common pasture should
be grazed—by each man having his own stock or by a common stock +—
There are two methods which might be wrought profitably. One is to
have it a common stock with one mark, under the management of one
man mutnally chosen among themselves, or it might be managed by one
man mutually chosen in the same way, but each man having a separate
mark on his own stock.

41418. But the management should be by one shepherd 7—The man-
agement should be by one shepherd.

41419. You refer in a previous part of the paper to the fact that skill
is more valnable than capital—‘There can be no greater mistake than
‘ to suppose that capital is the only requisite for profitable and productive
¢ farming.” Of course, capital is required, but skill is even more re-
quisite }—Both are requisite for practical farming. _

41420. In a club farm can the same skill be brought to bear upon their
stock as when the whole stock is held by oune individual man 7—Tt can.

41421, But is it the collective skill of the club tenants or the skill of
the shepherd that you refer to =—There may be one among the club who
has a practical knowledge of the management of live stock, and if there
is one, he will manage the whole thing.

41423, And you think the club tenants would have sufficient good
sense to leave the management to the man who had the most skill +—I
have no doubt of it.

414923, You stated, in answer to the Chairman, that deer returned
nothing to the soil, and therefore you think they deteriorate the pasture ;
what has led you to that conclusion{—From personal observation. I
have seen the land very much deteriorated,

41424. The amount of flesh, meat, and bone that is absolutely taken
away from a deer forest every year is surely very much less than the
amount of meat and bone and wool that is taken away from a sheep
stock, is it not +—Well, in one sense it is; but the animals that take away
most bone and meat are the animals that return most to the land in the
shape of manure,

41425, Afr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have had a good deal of
experience, I believe, of the Highlands of Scotland since you came$—
Yes.

41496. And this particular matter of the deterioration of pastures and
forests has engaged your special attention, has it not —It has,

41427, What do you expect will be the result of deer forests in a few
vears as regards pasture and food t-~They will both detericrate very
much. Pasture will deteriorate very much, and as for food it is very
little food that comes out of a deer forest.

41428, Have wild grass, moss, ecrub, and such like constantly a ten-
dency to increase in iands which are not constantly cultivated, eaten
down, and pastured +—They have.

41429, Is it consistent with your observation, since you came to the
north, that the lands and grazings now will not carry the same quantity
of sheep that they did in your first days I—1It is true.

41430. Is that process going on +—1It is.

41431. Notwithstanding thers is a deal of draining and burning
attempted to counteract it +—1It is,

41432. If that process is going on, then, I presume it has a very
prejudicial effect upon the country generally, or will have that effect $—
No doubt of it.



Minutes of Evidence. 2729

41433. And you deprecato thot state of matters, and you believe that INVER.

the proper adaptation of the pastures in the Highlands is for men with ~ NES3.

both cattle and sheep 1—1It is, INVERNESS

— M. Elljot.

Cuarces Saaw, W.S., late Sheriff-Substitute of Invorness-shire, at
Lochmaddy (72)—examined,

41434, The Chairman.—You have a statement to make to s 7—¥es. Charles Shaw.
*Being 2 native of Skye, and having spent the greater part of my
¢ Jife in the Western Islands, I feel a deep intercst in all that concerns
¢ those parts, and I have in consequence elosely followed the investigations
‘ recently pursued there by the Royal Commissioners. Having filled
¢ public offices which hrought me into frequent contact with all classes in
* the islands, and having for long been an observer of the relations which
¢ gubsisted between landlord and tenant, and acquainted with the history
¢ of the people, I have read with surprise and regret many statements
* made by delegates which I know to be erronecus and misleading, and
¢ many statements which I know fo be ungenerous and unjust to goed
* and philanthropic men who cannot now explain their actions or the
f motives by which they were influenced. It has therefore occurred to
‘ me that a simple narrative of a few facts within wy knowledge may be
¢ useful to the Commissioners, and without any desire to challenge the
¢ veracity of any man, and in bringing to Hght the actual facts as they
# presented themselves at the time to one who was equally interested in
“all. T began busiuess in 1835, by receiving from Lord Macdonald a
¢ joint commission with my father ag factor of North Uist. I also to
*some extent assisted him in the management of Lord Dunmore’s
¢ estate of Harrls, and of Clanranald’s estate of South Uist. 1 was also
¢ factor during part of 1836 and 1837 for the trustee on the sequestrated
‘estate of General MacXNeill of Barra. At Whitsunday 1838 I was
¢ appointed factor on Lord Macdonald’s estate in 8kye, which then
¢ included the large property now possessed by Major Fraser of Kilmuir.
I held this last office till I was appointed Sheriff-Substitute of the
¢ Long Island in November 1841, and I remained there till 1881, when
¢ I leit the Long Island. My earliest recollection goes back to 1817, and
¢ the great famine of that year. This famine was not owing to a failure
¢ of the potate crop in particular, but to a generally very bad and late
¢ harvest in 1816 over all Scotland. The spring of 1817 was also bad
¢ and backward, and of both these the Highlands had more than their
¢ proportion, The proprietors of the Long Island imporled meal largely
¢ for the ecrofters, and Government supplied a considerable quantity of
¢ pat seed, which gave the year the name of the ““the year of the big seed,”
¢ and it is, I have no doubt, still known by that name to afew old people.
¢ The seed was of no use in the outer islands for the purpose for which
¢it was sent, being unsuitable for the soil. The peopls got it ground
¢ ipto meal, and in this way it was of service. The crofiers were due to
* the proprietors a considerable portion of the price of that sced, when I
¢ geased to have anything to do with Long Island estates in 1838. YWhen
¢ in FEdinburgh learning my profession in 1828-35, I made the acquaint-
¢ ance of Mr Robert Brown, at that time factor for the Duke of Hamilton
¢t at Hamilton. Mr Brown had gone to Uist as Sheriff-Substitute of the
¢ Long Island Distriet, and factor for Clanranald, I think in 1796, and
¢ remained there till be went to Hamilton in 1811. My father succeeded
¢ him at Nuntou in Benbecula in both offices. 1 often spent some days
¢ with Mr Brown at Hamilton, and our conversation frequently cane upon
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¢ Utst and its affairs, for Mr Brown was then Clanranald's sole surviving
¢ trustee.  There was nothing he dwelt s0 much upon as the kindly
¢ relations that had always existed between Clanranald and the crofters on
¢ his estate. He always said they were more like members of Clanranald’s
¢ famnily than histenants. My own experience confirmed this view of their
¢ relative positions, and it continued the same down till one or two years
¢ before the sale of the estate to Colonel Gordon, when perhaps there was
* a little irritation created among the crofters by a small deduction having
¢ been made in the price of the kelp manufacture, a curtailment of advances
¢ hefore then freely made to them, and a more punctual collection of rents
¢ and arrears. Lo justify what has been said as to the relations between
¢ Clanranald and the crofters I inay mention—1st, If at any time the crofter
¢ ran ouy of food he applied to the factor, and at onee got a supply furnished
‘ by the millers on the estate, if there were only a few cases of want, but
¢ imported from Glasgow if the need was more general. 2nd, A medical
¢ man who was resident in North Uist was specially engaged to attend the
¢ erofters in Benbecula, and afterwards another medical man resident in
* South Uist was engaged to attend the crofters on the whole estate, and
¢ to supply them also with medicine. It was his duty to come at a eall,
* but whether he was sent for or not he paid frequent visits to the Island
¢ of Benbecula. For these medieal men the crofters were assessed 28 or
¢ 3s. each ; but the factor paid the medical man whether the assessment
¢ was paid or not, and it was often in arrear. Besides this the factor kept
¢ a large supply of ordinary medicine which was at the command of the
¢ crofters when required.  3rd, When a crofter or any member of his family
¢ died, the survivors at once came to the factor and got timber for the
¢ coffin, and money to defray the funera: expenses. 4th. If & crofter lost
¢ a horse or came by any unusoal misfortune, he came to the factor, and
‘ except in the rarest case, such as being very heavily in arrears, he got
* means to buy another horse, or whatever else he required to relieve um.
¢ In short, in every difficulty he sent to the factor for help and advice,
‘*and was ravely disappointed. 5th, Each crofter had in general a piece
¢ of shore that pertained to his croft, the sea-ware on which in favourable
* seasons, and with due industry on the part of the crofter, paid his
¢ entire year's rent when made into kelp, and the time occupled in the
¢ manufacture seldom exceeded six weeks. 6th, DBesides the parish
* school in South Ulist, there was another school in the north end of the
¢ island, and one I think also in the scuth end of it. There were in the
¢island of DBenbecula two excellent schools, one situated towards the
¢ north end of the island and another towards the south end, and all the
¢ children in the island could attend these schools, except those whose
¢ parents resided in remote corners, To the support of these schools,
*including of course the parish school, the proprietor contributed
¢ annually, besides being at the original exzpense of the buildings. In
¢ addition to the schools I have mentioned, in all of which the three
‘R’s were taught, and in two of them Latin, mathematics, &o.,
¢ there were several itinerant Gaelic schools to teach the children to read
¢ the Scriptures in their own language, but to what extent Clanrranald
¢ contributed to these schools 1 am not now able to say. There was in
* Benbecula 8 missionary clergyman under the Royal Bounty, and to his
¢ pay the proprietor contributed £10 a year, My connection with North
¢ Uist began in 1829, when my father got the management of it from
¢ Lord Maedonald in succession to Mr Cameron. I am not able to speak
‘as to the relations hetween the former factor Mr Cameron and the
‘ crofters. After my father got the management the treatment of the
* people by Lord Macdonald appeared to me to be very much the same
‘ ag that of Clanranald to his people. In some respects the North Tist
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¢ people had the advantage over the Clanranald crofters, They had for INVER.
“a long time a medical man resident in the island, though, as has been  NESS.
‘already stated, he was at oue time regularly engaged for Benbecula 5 == o
‘also. For generations Lord Macdonald gave him an allowance annually =~ ' __
“of £10 for attendance and medicine given to poor people who had Charles Shaw,
‘no crofts,. There was also Lord Macdonald’s compassionate list, being
* alisi of persons who received an allowance on an average amcunting in
‘all toabout £40 a year, given by the millers on the estate to old and poor
. ¢ people. Lord Macdonald gave £10 annually in premiums of £5, £3, and
¢ £2, to the crofters’ townships on the estate that exhibited the best bulls
‘ in competition for improving the crofters breed of cattle. In the matter
* of education, the crofters of the North Ulist were, I think, better supplied
¢ than the inhabitants of any parish in Scotland. There were at the time
¢ of the sale of the estate by Lord Macdonald, besides the parish school,
‘ six others, all fairly taught, and two of these six in which the higher
‘ branches were given. Lord Maecdonald was at the expense of building
“all the school and teachers’ dwelling-houses, besides contributing an
* annual sum to the teachers There were hesides schools in the parish
‘ placed there by a Ladies’ Association and the Gaelic School Soeiety.
‘ There was in the gouth end of the island a mission under the Royal
¢ Bounty, to which Tord Macdonald contributed £10 a year. There was
* a Government guoed sacra church in the north end of it, to which Lord
‘ Macdonald gave a glebe, and besides bestowed also in perpetuity to the
¢ elergyman a grazing on the neighbouring farm of the annual vaine of £5,
¢ General Lord Macdonald got a special valuation of North Ulist made in
€ 1830, by the late Mr Neil Maclecan of Inverness, one of the most
¢ experienced valuators of Highland property then living, himself also a
* native of North Uist, DBy this valuation the vents we sliphtly reduced.
¢ Lord Macdonald left the crofters’ rents at the valuation then made till
‘ the sale of the estate in 1855, and Sir John Campbell Orde and his
¢ father have continued the crofts at the same rents to this day, notwith-
¢ gianding the great rise in the price of cattle and a large advance in the
¢ tacksmen’s rents. The crofters’ remts have thus been the same for
¢ upwards of fifty years, In a book lately published in Inverness, calied
¢ Highland (Mearances, by A, Mackenzie, it is said in a chapter on the
¢ Hebrides, that the rents were raised to more than double on account of
“the kelp. This is a most erroneous statement. When in 1843 it
¢ became evident that the kelp manufacture must be abandoned, and that
¢ the potatoes were beginning to fail, Godfrey Lord Macdonald brought
fto North Uist from Perthshire a man to superintend the making of
¢ drains on the crofts. A sum of about £800, exclusive of the superin-
¢ tendent’s wages, was expended in draining the crofters’ holdings in that
¢ part of the estate where it appeared drainage was most necessary and
¢ most likely to do geod, and no interest or additional rent was charged
¢ against the crofters for this expenditure. On other estates complaints
¢ are made because increased rents are charged on tenants for improve-
¢ ments made by themselves, but here neither interest nor additional rents
‘ were charged for drains made at the proprietors expense, and yet no
¢« mention is made of this very liberal dealing with them by any of the
¢ delegates before the Commissioners. During the famine of 1836, George
¢ Earl of Dunmeore sent about 700 bolls of meal to the crofters in Harris,
¢and in 1837, his son Alexander Edward Earl of Dunmore sent 1000
¢ bolis all at prime cost and on credit, and larger quantities in subsequent
¢ years, ag to which T am not able to speak, having ceased to have official
¢ ¢onnection with Flarris. There was a medical man on the estate, paid
‘ mueh in the same way as in North Uist, and there wers three or four
¢ schools besides the parish school, all contributed to by Lord Dunmore, and
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¢ a sewing school kept up by the Countess. During the minority of the
¢ present Earl, the Countess, who was his guardian, was unremitting in her
¢ attention to the wants of the crofters, and in the tiying times that
¢ began with the famine of 1846, expended large sums ont of her own
¢ private means in improving their condition. At an early stage of her
¢ connection with the estate, she expended large sums in the purchase of
¢ wool and in the employment of the females on the estaie in various
¢ kinds of manufactures, and exerted lherself to an extrzordinary extent
¢ in the sale of these manufactures, I regret that, owing to the distance

of my residence at Lochmaddy and the indifferent communication then
f between these parts of my jurisdiction, I am unable to give such full
¢ particalars as I should wish of a work so deserving of being better
¢ known. There were at the same time considerable sums laid out on
¢ drainage and other improvements. Lord Macdonald, like Clanranald in
¢ years of scarcity, gave the crofters meal on credit, and at prime cost.  In
¢ 1836 I distributed among the erofters of North Uist 800 bolls of meal,
4 and in 1837 770 bolls on account of Godfrey Lord Macdonald, besides
¢ making heavy advances in the spring of hoth years to the crofters on the
¢ north end of the estate, where the crofts were very bad, to provide pro-
¢ vender tokeep their cattlo alive. Detween 1837 and the total failure of the
¢ potato erop in 1846, Lord Macdonald on frequent oceasions imported large
¢ guantities of meal from Glasgow for the crofters. Nothaving been con-
¢ cerned in the business I am enable now to speeify the guantity, but I know
¢ it was considerable, and imported almost annually. When the potatoes
¢ failed entirely in 1846, Lord Macdonald at once imported a large
¢ quantity of meal, so as to -supply the crofters with food during the
¢ antumn till the corn was reaped and was ready to send to the mills,
¢ Theirowncorn then kept them in food till spring, when the distribution of
¢ the food sent by the Destitution Committee in Glasgow began, and on
*the food thus obtained nearly the whole population of North Uist
¢ subsisted during the year 1847, The corn crops of 1847 were not good,
¢ and there were few potatoes, for few were planted, and those planted did
¢ not turn oub well. Indeed, as the delegate A. Macaulay admits, the
¢ potatoes had been a failure in the Sollas district for a number of years,
¢ The year 1848 was thus passed very much as 1847 had been, and as pro-
< gpects did not materizlly improve it began to be a serious question what
‘the end of this state of matiers was to be. This leads to the Sollas
¢ avictions, of which so much has been said. In judging of these proceed-
¢ ings, one ought not to contemplate them in the light of matters as they
¢ are to-day, but as they were during the effects of the famine that had
¢ come upon the crofters, and was still continuing with little prospect of
¢ improvement, particularly in the Sollas district, at the time the evictions
* fook place. The erofters did nof, and apparently could not pay their
¢ rents, for they were on an average nearly two years’ rents in arrears;
¢ neither could they feed themselves and families, for so many of them
¢ were living on charity. Tord Macdonald had an undoubted right to his
¢ rents, but Le could not get them. Ile had been in the habit of always
¢ feeding the crofters when an emergency arose, and recently before the
¢ the potato famine of 1546, gave them large supplies of meal almost
¢ gvery year, but he could not feed them in perpetuity, as seemed then to
‘ be the prospect, and this too when he got no rents. It will thus he
¢ seen that it was mot on the gronunds, on which it is often alloged pro-
¢ prietors evict crofters, that Lord Macdoenald endeavoured to persuade the
¢ crofters of Sollas district to emigrate, and did at first succeed in getting
¢ them to agree to it. There was nearly a total failure to pay any rents,
¢and an inability to supply themselves with food. So that, even had he
¢ handed over the land to themselves without exacting any reut for it, it was
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‘more than doubtful if they could have existed. It is further to be INVER.
‘observed he did not propose to crowd the people into corners which  NESS.
“would have eost him little, but at a very serious expense to himself to
¢ place them by emigration in a position that he lad eVEry reason to InvERxESS.
* believe would have secured them a degree of comfort, wealth, and Charrsshaw
¢ independence, they had no chance so far as could tlen be seen of ever '
‘ attaining in their native island, In making these proposals T have

¢ little doubt he was fortified by the recorded opinions of men who had

¢ made the state of the Highlands and Islands one of speeial inquiry

‘ and consideration, under far less trying circumstances than then existed,

“and one of whom had been intrusted by Government to inquire

*into a previous though far less severe famine, and report upon the best

¢ remedies for preventing a recurrence.  Ineed ouly reter to three of these

¢ gentlemen, viz,, Mr Robert Graham of Redgorton, a commissioner sent by

¢ Government to the Highlands and Islands to inguire into the distress

¢ of 1837 following so close on that of 1836 ; Mr Robert C. Baird, writer

¢ in Glasgow, Honorary Scerctary to the Glasgow Committee for affording

‘ assistance to the destitute Highlanders in 1836 and 1837 ; and Dr

* Norman Macleod of St Columba’s, Glasgow, than whom no one was

‘ more attached to the Highlands and Highlanders, or did more for them

¢ when oceasion occurred, Mr Graham made a report fo the Government

“in 1837, and was afterwards examined in 1841 before a Committee of

¢ the House of Commons, In his report he recommended emigration as

f4the most expedient, the most ecfficient, and the most economical

¢ exponditore ;" and in his evidence before the House of Commons in

#1841, he stated his views on emigration even more strongly than in his

¢ report four years before, He states in one place—* It would be humanity

¢ to remove some people,” then * it would be humanity to transport them

1o some other situation,” and that “ to give them five acres of land in a

* colony would be happiness to them.” Mr DBaird, who had also obtained

* a vast amount of information, urged emigration in the strongest language.

¢ He accuses the Highland proprietors of “ false humanity ” in not pushing

¢ it, and states the destitution that existed arose from a “false humanity

“allowing the people to remain.” Both he and Mr Graham point out

¢ Mr MacXNeill of Canna as the best model for other proprietors in the

¢ Highlands, Now, the first thing Mr MacXNeiil did in bringing his

‘ estate to the position so highly commended, was to remove by emigra-

‘tion 200 out of a total of 500 on his property. Dr Macleod, in his

¢t evidence Lefore the House of Commons, speaks if possible more

¢ decidedly than these other gentlemen in favour of emigration as the

¢ only way of relieving distress in the Highlands and Islands. 'With

“such opinions before lim, and under the distressing ecircumstances

¢ already detailed, it cannot be matter of surprise that Lord Maedonald

‘at once resorted to emigration as the only mode of relief within his

¢« power and the best for all concerned. 8o, in March 1849, as is stated

‘in the Rev. J. A. MacRae’s evidence, dr Cooper, his Lordship’s com-

¢ missioner, came to Sollas to make an offer to the people of sending them

¢ to Upper Canada on what were considered liberal terms, the Highland

¢ Destitution Committee also promising assistance. The people then

¢ acyeed to emigrate on the terms propesed, but when Mr Cooper came in

¢ June to carry through the arrangement, ihe people refused to leave

¢ {heir crofts on any terms, There is no doubt that the refusal was not

‘a spontanecus act on the part of the people, but was the result of

¢ influence brought to bear upon them from other quarters. I am very

¢ clearly of opinion that the determination to reject Lord Macdonald’s

¢ offer was on the part of the people injudicious and wrong. They were

* surely under an obligation either to pay the rents of the crofts or quietly
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¢ {g restore them to the owner when duly warned to leave them. By
¢ accepting the offer the crofters would have placed themselves in plenty,
¢ comfort, and independence, instead of living on charity and incurring
¢ debts they eould not pay, with no prospeet of hettering their condition
¢ at the time, the offer was made. That if they had gone to America ab
¢ the time and even selected Cape Breton, which is said not to be the best
¢ colony to emigrate to, but is one to which many of their eountrymen had
¢ previously gone to, they would speedily have attained a state of comforb
¢ and prosperity is clear not only from the letters of their countrymen
¢ who had gone hefore them to that island, but from the statements of
¢ other parties who have visited Cape Breton. I beg to refer specially to
¢a paper in the Celtic Magazine of January 1880, by the editor Mr
¢ Alexander Mackenzie, now Dean of Guild, Inverness. In that article
“he says, that on going there he found ocur countrymen at the top of
¢ “gvery thing.” He says he found his own friends in much better
¢ circumstances than he expected. He adds, as their position “is a fair
¢ {llustration of that of many others,” he goes on to describe it. He sayn
¢ their father emigrated having only a very few pounds in his possession,
¢ but in consequence of having been in the British Navy for five years,
¢ obtained a free grant of 200 acres, and being industrious they prospercd.
‘ They drove Mr Mackenzie to North Sydney in a carriage and pair,
¢ while he says, if they had remained at Melvaig, they would never have
“got beyond a pair of creels. Mr Mackenzie delivered a lecture in
¢ Sydney, the Honourable Sheriff Fergusen, a native of Uist, presiding,
¢ probably one of those who emigrated about forty years ago. Mr
¢ Mackenzie then gives accounts of varions individuals from our Western
¢ Islands, who obtained elevated positions in the colony, and accummulated
¢ a considerable amount of wealth, among others an M.P., whose father,
¢ a man of the name of Morrison, emigrated from Harris without & cent,
¢ and beeame a prosperous farmer. How in the face of such evidence
¢ men can be found to urge the natives to cling to these islands of curs
¢ with such miserable prospects before them, and so many difficultics
¢ to contend with, I am quite at a loss to understand. There was at the
¢ time the Sollas evictions took place a considerable sum of money in the
¢ hands of the Perthshire Destitution Committes. Somehow the members
¢ of the Free Church who had taken an interest in these Sollas people,
¢ ascerfained t..c existence of this fund, and being of opinion, as many
¢ others then were, and unfortunately still seem to be, that the moss lands
¢ of these islands can be remuneratively improved, they applied to the
¢ Perthshire Committee to devote this money to the improvement of moss
¢ land in North Uist, and to employ the Sollas people in the work, being
* of opinion that when improved it would provide well for all of them,
¢ The Perthshire Committee came into their views, and one of their number,
“ the late Lord Kinnaird, who was personally acquainted with Lord
¢ Macdonald, on the part of the committee, wrote his Lordship to ask if
*he would give them moss land for that purpose, and if so on what
‘terms. Lord Macdonald answered that he would allow them to go over
¢ the whole estate of North Uist, and select such part of the moss land as
¢ seemed to them best suited for their purpose, and that he would give it
¢to them at a nominal rent, or on their own terms. Afterwards Dr
¢ Aldcorn of Oban, on the part of the Free Church gentlemen, with a
¢ practical man of their own selection, went over all the moss land of
¢ North Ulst, and ultimately Locheport Side and the hill of Langash were
‘selected. A member of the Perthshire Committes and Dr Aldcorn
¢ came to North Uist to confer with the people and get them to go to tha
‘new colony. They came to my house on their arrival. Next day I
‘ drove them to Sollas, where they had appointed to meet the people. I
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¢ left them there, and went on to Balranald, where they joined me in the INXVER-
‘evening. It seems Dr Aldcorn had some difficulty in getiing the people ~ NESS.
‘to go mto this moss land scheme, they evidently not having much 1.\ npegss
 confidence in its success, but at last they were persuaded to eonsent. T )
* was agked to undertake a general superintendence of the Work and of Charles Shaw.
* the eolony ; but I declined to do so, for the obvious reason that T had

* always given it as my opinicn that Uist moss land could not be profit-

¢ ably improved, and that if it failed, as I felt confident it would, it might

¢ be said that my superintendence contributed to that result. I was then

* asked, as there was then no bank in the island, to act as a sort of banker
¢ by receiving the money from Perth, and then handing it over to the
¢ overseer of works. This I at cnce agreed to. The work of migration
¢ from Sollas was carried through in 1850, but not o early in the season
‘as it should have been. It was only the townships of SoMas and
¢ Dunskellar, and a small township at Lochmaddy, that were cleared. A
* gelection of the crofters was made on the part of the proprietor, and
¢ those selected numbering more than half of those originally intended for
‘ emigration, with all the cottars, were settled in two townships of the
¢ Bollas district called Midquarter and Mualaglete, where they still are. In
¢ Mackenzie’s History of Highland Clearonces, already referred to, there is
¢ an accound of the attempied evietions in the Sollas district in 1849,
¢ apparently abridged from the Inverness Courier. Then occurs these words,

¢ ¢ The following year the district was completely and mereilessly cleared
¢ of its remaining inhabitants, numbering 603.” This last statement is
¢ quite erroneous. Ihave already stated what took place in what he calls the

¢ following year (1850), namely, a proportion of the crofters migrated to
¢ Locheport Side and Langash, as arranged under the auspices of the
¢ Perthshire Destitution Committee and by the advice of their Free
* Church friends, hut the larger portion of the crofters of the Sollas

¢ district, and I think all the cottars in it settled down quietly in two of
“the Sollas townships, Midguarter and Malaglete, where they or their
¢ desecendants still are,  There is an asterisk after the words 603 souls,”

¢ and a relative foot note referring to the Inwverness Courier as an autho-

¢ rity for the statement in the text. This also is quite misleading, The

¢ Courier is an excellent authority for what took place in 1849, when that
¢ paper had a representative on the spot, but it is no authority for what
¢ took place the following year, when the “603” are erroneously said {o

¢ have been “ mercilessly ” removed, that paper not giving any accouut, so
* faras I can discover, of even the partial migration that took place. Lord

¢ Macdonald gave over such part of the people’s stock as would bave
¢ fallen to him for arrears to the Perth Committee, to assist in carrying on *
‘the improvement of the moss land. Operations began in the new
“colony in the winter of 1850, and a considerable quantity of ground
¢ was supposed to be ready for oat and potato seed in spring 1831

¢ Seed of the finest quality was sent from Perth and put into the ground.

¢ At first the oat braird was beautiful. I never saw anything more

¢ promising, but it soon became evident that it only remained so while
¢ the strength of the seed remained. It then began fo assume a sort of
¢ purple colour and to fade. In August nobt many stems remained, and I
¢do not believe an ear was seen upon it. The potatoes were quite as
¢ unproductive. By this time, I believe, half of the money was expended.

¢ A new overseer was engaged, and operations were continued for another

¢ winter and spring, and a crop put down in spriug 1852. Operations
¢ had been restricted, and they were confined to parts more likely to pro-

¢ duce a crop, and there was some crop, but very infericr and quite inade-

* gnate for the support of any considerable nmumber of the people.

¢ The people themselves wers by this time satisfied the whole scheme was
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¢ a failure, and Sir John M*Neill, being at the time carrying on, with the
¢ sanction of the Government, who were to provide a ship, an extensive
¢ emigration from the Itle of Skye to Australia, a deputation from the
¢ people came to me to ask me to apply to Sir John, to have them carried
¢ away along with the Skye people. To this T consented, and Sir John
¢ wrote me 1 reply that if T sent bim a list of suitable families he hoped
¢ he conld get them taken. T then fixed a meeting with the people at
¢ their own place. On going there I was glad to find before me Dr Dafl,
fthe wellknown TFree Church Indian missionary, and Dr Mackintosh
¢ Mackay, who had recently been moderator of the Free Church Assembly.
¢ They had been losking at the erops, and had evidently formed a very
¢ poor opinion of the prospeets of the people. Dr Dufl proposed we
¢ should gather the people around us and explain matters, This was done,
¢ T informed them that Sir John M Xeill had agreed to send to Australia
¢ a considerable number of them, so far as their ages, &c., were suitable,
¢ and I explained the terms generally. I did not urge them to go, but
¢ told them I would come back next day when they had thought over it
¢ for a night, and would then take down the names and ages of such as
¢ were willing to gn.  Dr Duff, who unfortunstely could not speak Gaelie,
¢ addressed them briefly in Englisk, and urged them very strongly to
faccept the terms offered. Dr Mackay spoke to them in their own
¢ language at greater length. e also advised them to accept the terms
¢ offered, but not so strongly or decidedly as Dr Duff had done. I came
¢ back next day and tock down a list of names and ages, and sent the list
‘to Sir John, After this Mr Chant, a Government officer, who was
¢ employed in the service, came to meet the people and make a selection,
¢ I think the number considerably exceeded 200, including families from
¢ other parts of North Uist Ultimately the * Hercules” came to
¢ Campbelton, Argyleshire, and a steamer was sent to Lochmaddy for
¢ these people, and alse to Harris, from which several families went. Soon
¢ after reaching Campbelton, and after I think the * Hercules ™ had sailed
¢ and was driven back, fever and small-pox breke out on board, and a good
‘ many people died, among others the heads of two North Ulist fumilies,
“ whose orphan children were sent back to North Uist.  Some years after
¢ that, I succeeded in getfing one of these orphans sent to Adelaide. He
¢ iz now rapidly accumulating wealth there, and remitted money to his
* mother while she lived. The “ Hercules ” sailed at last, and reached
¢ Adelaide in safety. The people have in general been doing well.  Some
¢ of those who resisted Mr Cooper’s attempt to get them to go to Canada
¢ and singled themselves out by the violence of their opposition, and again

"¢ when leaving Lochmaddy to join the * Hercules,” spoke to me in no

‘ very polite terms, as if I had some personal objeet in getting them
“away, began a correspondence with me a few years after reaching
¢ Australia, and sent through me money to their friends. So much Lad
‘ their tempers changed, and their feelings towards me, that they put a
*sumn of money together, and remitted it to me, with a request that I
* would purchase my wife a ring with it as a token of their gratitude to
¢ me for all the trouble I had from first to last taken in their matters ; and
“in writing me they begged of me on no account to return the money, as
¢ they would not accept of it. T felt gratified, after all the ill-feeling they
¢ all had shown, that they at last appreciated my disinterested efforts to
‘ improve their condition, though these efforts had not at first met their
¢ approval but very'much the contrary. Most of the Seilas people who
¢ migrated to the moss crofts, but who did not leave in the “Hercules,” are
¢ still, or their families, on Locheport Side. One widow and her children
¢ went to Cape Breton four or five years ago, her father, who is in good
¢ circumstances there, baving sent for her. I may mention, while on the
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¢ subject of cmigrants, that T have had frequent correspondence withsome INVER.
“ who went from South Uist and North Uist to Canada, Cape Breton,  NESS.
¢ Australia, and the United States. I always found their letters written INVERSES
‘s . : . NVERNESS,
In the most genial and coniented terms, and without exception all my
* correspondents seem to be doing well, and thankful they had left their Charles Shaw.
¢ former homes. After the migration of a portion of the crofters to the
‘ new colony at Locheport Side and Langash, and the settlement of the
¢ remainder on the two townships, matters did not improve in the islands,
¢ aml in 1850 the crops were in general rather worsa than in the previous
¢year, The Destitution Committees formed in 1847, annourced that
f their funds were about being exhausted, and that therefore they could
*not go on much longer to feed the people, This state of matters so
¢ deeply impressed me, that in September 1850 T addressel a letter to Mr
* Fraser Tytler, then Sheriff of this county, which will be found in the
“appendix to Sir John M‘Neill's Report of 1851, It gives my view
‘of the state of my own jurisdiction as it then was. My letter was
“in about three months after followed by communications much
‘to the same effect from Skye and other islands. In consequence of
‘ these various communications, Sir Jobn M*Neill was sent on his well-
* known mission to the west coast and islands. Before Sir John made
¢ his report, another step was initiated, which in its results so far has, I
¢ think, done more for the good of the inhabifants of the outer islands
¢ thap anything that has hitherto been effected on their behalf since the
¢ kelp trade gave way. I refer to the introduction of trading steamers to
‘ these islands. At that time there were no steamers traling to the
¢ Inverness-shire portion of the Long Island. There was in Glasgow a
* firm, Thomson and MacConmnell, that sent a weekly steanier to Portrce,
¢ amriving there every Saturday, and going on every alternate Saturday
‘to Stornoway, but resting at Portree every other Saturday. In this
¢ year {1850}, a few weeks after writing to Mr Fraser Tytler the letter
¢ referred to before, [ addressed an urgent lester to Messrs Thomson and
¢ MacConnell, asking them to send their steamer to Lochmaddy on the
¢ Saturday that she rested at DPortree. To this letter I received no
*apswer till January 1852, and the answer did not come from Thomeon
¢ and MacConnell, but from David Hutchesen & Company, to whom the
* former firtn had made over the business. Hutcheson & Company, refer-
‘ ring to my letter to their predesessors, agreed to send their steamer to
* Lochmaddy, After some correspondence with them, I engaged an
¢ agent for them, and had the whole matter arranged to their satisfaction,
*and the trade was fairly started. At first a small cart or twe would
¢ have carried the steamer’s carge outward and inward, but matters soon
¢ changed, though there was then no pler at Lochmaddy but a vock, that to
¢ some extent answered the purpose of a pier, the trade increased amaz-
fingly. The crowds on the shore waiting it, were more like a fair than
¢ g steamer’s arrival. There were carts from North Uist and Benbecula,
¢ boats from I{arriz and other islands. In the course of some years an-
¢ other Company put on a steamer that came round hy the west side of
¢ Skye, and called at Lochmaddy and the principal harbours in the Long
¢ Island of Inverness-shire once a week, When I left Lockmaddy, a little
* more than twae years aco, there were three steamers in the week {rading
along the whole of my old jurisdiction, and doing a fair amount of
‘ business. The advantages which the visits of these steamers have con-
¢ ferred on these far-away islands it is not easy to overrate. They have
¢ given an easy and rapid means of sending all their produce, cattle, sheep,
‘ cggs, lobsters, whelks, &e., to all the markets in the kingdom. The
‘men can now get with case, and at little expense, to the ecast coast
¢ fishing, where they seldom went before, and also to the training ships,
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¢ Men and women can, and do continually, go to the south for service, &e.;
‘ on the other hand, mesl and flour, which they now stund so much in
“need of, they can get rapidly Imported, and in fact a new world has
“ been created in these distant islands. Another source for making
* money which, within recent years, young men from these islands have
¢ lurgely availed themselves of, is the militia service. There are rather
‘more than 1000 men in the militia regiment, embodied from the
¢ counties of Banff, Elgin, Nairn, and Inverness. Of that number some-
¢ times as many as 700 are said to be natives of the threc parishes of
¢ North and South Uist and Harris, and the number from these islands
“is, I am told, seldom less than 600. Tt will thus be seen that many
¢ of the crofters and their families have opportunities of making money
‘now, which in the best days of the kelp manufacture they scarcely
¢ enjoved, and if they contented themselves with the food and clothes
* they uwsed in my first recollection, there would perhaps be more wealth
¢ in these islands than at any former peried, particularly s long as cattle
‘ continue at present prices. Such, however, is the change in style of
¢ living and dress, and se considerable is the failuze in all their crops, that
¢ with all their other advantages they do not seem to me to have all the rongh
¢ and plenty they had long ago, or to be so far removed from poverly as
‘then. They live now more luzuriously, but more from hand to mouth,
¢ and therefore the changes from what may appear to be plenty to poverty
¢ and want, are likely to be more rapid than formerly, when any par-
¢ tioular cause for such changes oceur. I have no intention of adverting
‘ to much of what was stated to the Commissioners by the delegates,
¢ though a great deal of it, as reported in the Scofsman, is open to
¢remark. There are some statements, however, so very incorrect that it
¢ would not be right to pass them over entirely. Some delegates who
¢ gave evidence at Lochhoisdale, stated that at the time of the emigration
* which took place in 1831, more than one person was tied, foreibly
¢ carriedt on board the transports, and sent to America. I can only tell
¢ what came to my own knowledge in the course of an inquiry, and
¢ which perhaps may account partly, if not entirely, for what was teld
¢ by the delegates. Sometime after the ship with the emigrants sailed,
¢ how lohg T cannot now remember, I received a letter from an M.P. in
¢ London, with whom I occasionally corresponded, in which he stated
¢ that he had heard that one emigrant had been tied and carried on board
‘ the transport at Lochboisdale; I had not heard of anything of the
“kind having taken place. After consultation with the Procurator-
¢ Fiscal and Inspector of Police, I sent the Inspector to Lochbeisdale,
¢ and directed him to make a thorongh inquiry, and to report. On his
‘ return he reported that a man and hie wife had embarked, that the
¢ hushand afterwards skulked ashore with the intention of getting rid of
* his wife in this way, and hid himself, that he was missed, looked for,
¢ found in hiding, then tied and carried back on hoard ship, and so was
¢ sent to America. My parliamentary friend thought the man was rightly
¢ served under.the cireumstances. I heard no more of the matter till 1 reai
¢ the statements of the delegates in the Seoteman. In the evidence given
¢ before the Commissioners in Benbecula on 29th May, Ranald Macdonald,
¢ crofter, Aird, is reported to have said, “ In the time of Clanranald a large
¢ extent of moorland was reclaimed by their forefathers, on the understand-
¢ ing that it should remain in the possession of the township. Most of that
¢ had been since added to Nunton. The people who were settled in the
¢ muorland after it was reclaimed were evicted, when the place was given
¢ to the tacksman.” It is then reported that, in reply to Sir Kenneth
¢ Mackenzie, the delegate said, ““ It was a year or two hefore Colonel Gordon
* bought the estate that they wers deprived of this reclaimed ground.”
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¢ T knew that this last statement was not correct, and therefors wrote to INVER-
* the delegate, with whom I had been acquainted all his life, to ask if this =~ NFES2.
¢ gtatement by him was correctly reported, and if so, how Le had made a IXVEREESS,
¢ gtatement so manifestly erronecus.  He answered in the following terms: ~ -7
¢ —*“T understand that my statement to Sir Kenneth Mackenzie was mis- Charles Shaw,
¢ understood, if I am alieged to have sald it was a year or two before
¢ Colonel Gordon bought the estate the settlers on the moorland were
¢ gvicted and the place given to the tacksman. Colonel Gordon had the
¢ place of the settlers or crofters for years before it was added to the
¢ tack of Nunton, a year or two probably or more; I was not keeping
¢ dates of it. The thing was, I did not rightly lift the question put by
" #Bir Kenneth, or on the other side they took it contrary to what I
¢ meant at the time. T hope you will understand from what I said that
* the year or two was contrary to what T meant, for the Gordens had the
¢ place to themselves a while before it was added to the tack.” Al
¢ this means, though it does not come out so clearly as could be wished,
¢ that it was after Colonel Gordon bought the estate, and not before, that
¢ this improved moorland was taken from the township and added to the
* tack of Nunton. I'wo delegates speak as to the eviciions at Sollas, the
¢ one John Morrison, the other Angus Macaulay. The faets as they took
‘place are, I think, correctly stated in the Jnverness Courder of August
* 1849, reported by a person who was present whose evidence can be
‘relied on, The statements by Morrison are all greatly exaggerated or
‘ entirely erroneous. It would ocoupy foo much time and space to go
‘ over them all. Itis not possible to believe the people were, as is said
‘ by this delegate, living in ease and plenty, and in a happy, prosperous
¢ condition, when they had so often and so recently been visited by
¢ famine, and were then aud for the previcus three years living chiefly on
¢ charity doled out to them in small quantities by the Destitution Com-
* mittee, I have ina former part of this paper stated the facts as to the
¢ removal of the people to Locheport, and many of the hardships referred
¢ to, if they really suffered from them, might have been avoided had they
¢ left their holdings at Sollas early in the year. Morrison states that it
¢ was the factor, the late James Macdonald, Balranald, who directed the
¢ gvictions, This is not the case. Mr Macdonald was not factor at the
‘ time. He ceased to be so in 1848, the year before, and was not appointed
¢ again till 1851. I have documents in my possession that will prove
¢ this, though it is only of importance as showing the random and unre-
¢ liable statements that are being put forth. He says he saw the soldiers
‘ that were sent from Inverness ghout it. There was not one soldier sent
¢ from Inverness asbout it. He says ihe place they were evicted from was
¢ about as desirable a plaece to go back to as any they could get to. So far
¢ from this being the case, the other delegate (Macaulay) admits that the
¢ potatoes had been failing there for some years back; that they had to
¢ carry the sea-ware in boats five miles, or cart it three miles, it being ob-
¢ served it was not carted on roads, but through sand too trying for their
¢ horses ; besides, sea-ware was very scarce in that district, and its scarcity
¢ wag in a great measure the cause of destitution so often prevailing in all
¢ these townships, and this being so unsuitable for crofters. This dele-
¢ gate further says—* The inferiority of the soil they now lived on, and its
‘ unsnitableness for human existence, was indeseribable, notwithstanding
‘ that they had laboured to improve it for thirty years. The crofts
would not yield them so much food on an average as would support
* their families for two months of the year. The grouna was of such a
¢ nature that it could scarcely be improved,” &e. If this evidence be
¢ good for anything, it proves beyond question that Ulist mass land is not
capable of improvement, if this be the resull of the expenditure of pro-
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¢ bably £1000 on this limited extent of ground, with the addition of the
¢ labour of forty men for thirty years, Tt furthur shows what an amount
* of nonsense is spoken about the improvement of waste land in the
¢ Hightands by men who really know nothing about the matter, and whe
¢ will not listen to those who have had experience of it. I think the
¢ delepate is wrong in saying they got no assistance in building their
¢ new houses. I believe the Perthshire Committee paid for that as for
¢ other work, but they did not pay for the recently built houses or cottages
¢ noticed by the Commissioners. The othier delegate, Angus Macaulay,
* who was born four years after the evictions, can only speak from hearsay,
¢ and his evidence is thercfore of no great value as regards these evictions.
¢ He repeats the statement as to who was factor, which is not correct. He
¢ then says the repeated evictions carried out when Lord Macdonald was
¢ proprietor, was the cause of so many townships being overcrowded. I
¥ Lelieve this statement is at the least an exaggeration, and one of which
¢ he can really know nothing. I am almost certain that scarcely ome
¢ crofter was added to a township in North Ulist since Whitsunday 1829,
“and till Lord Macdonald sold the estate, though I know that crofts
* that had in 1829 two crofters on them, were afterwards reduced to one.
¢ Then the delegate mentions that Mr Cooper states in a pamphlet that
¢ Mr Macdonald telegraphed to Earl Grey for a regiment of soldiers.
¢ What Mr Cooper says in his pamphlet I really do not know, bubt what
¢ the delegate says is mot correct. Sir George Grey and not Earl Grey
¢ was Home Secretary, Mr Macdonald neither telegraphed nor did any-
¢ thing else about soldiers or evictions, There was no telegraph in North
f Uist for more than twenty years after these evictions. There wasno
¢ emnigmnt ship bronght to Lochmaddy to take families to Australia
¢ Most of what is stated by the delegate about this is incorrect ; as also

« ¢ what he says about the rents, as to whiclh I refer to in a former part of this

* paper.  One delegate states, by way of complaint, that they only got
¢ 35s. per ton for manufacturing kelp, and that the proprietor got £21
¢ for it. This statement is not correct. The very high price for kelp
¢ only continued for three or four years 1807-8-9, and perjiaps 1810, but
¢ North Uist kelp never got the highest price. 1t was only the besg
¢ quality of kelp got that, and North Ulst kelp was not the best. The
¢ price came down after 1810, and the serious fall took place continually
¢ after 1817, till it was manufactured at aloss. "With regard to the price
¢ paid iy Lord Macdonald to the manufacturers, the delegate is not correet,
¢ The price paid to North Uist crofters was 35s. per ton for kelp made of
¢ three-year old sea-ware, and 42s, for two-year old. The question, how-
¢ ever, is not what amount of profit the proprictor realised, but whether a
¢ fair wage was paid the manufacturer. I endeavourced to satisfly myself
¢ as to this at an early state of my connection with kelp manufacture, but
¢ had no small difficulty in doing so, because most of those employed were
¢ femnales and children over twelve years of age, and also because there
¢ was so much broken time occasioned by wet weather and the people
¢ going away now and again to hoe and weed potatoes and other work,
¢ On one oceasion, however, Isaw five men employed to make twelve tons
¢ at 35s. They were favoured by the weather, and so did the work in
¢ between four and five weeks’ time,  The amount due then came to £21,
¢ equivalent to a wage of nearly £1 a week to each man, which was rather
¢ more than double the wages paid at that time to other labourers in the
¢island. Whether the land in these islandsis exhausted by overcropping,
* as is alleged, is not a very easy question to sclve. There seems no doubt
¢ that the corn which the land yields is not so productive in meal as it
¢ once was, but what the cause of this is I am unalle to say, For some
¢ years back I have been hearing complaints to this effect from the crofters.
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¢ T guspeckthe climate has a good deal to do with 1t The farmof Balranald, INYVER.
¢ in North Ulst, is without doubt the best agricultural farm in that island, ~NESS.
*if not on the west coast. During the time of the late Mr Macdonald, 1y ippinee
¢ besides feeding a large number of servants, it yielded a considerablo
¢ quantity of bers which was sold. The present temant tells me that, Charles Shaw,
¢ though he has auother small arable farm iu addition to what his father
¢ had, henever sells any Lere, but has even to import annnally from Glasgow
¢ths value of more than £100 of meal to feed his servants. He
¢ wrote me the other day, in answer fo inguiries from me—“Ii is a
¢ well-ascertained faet, that no land in culivation in these islands
¢ produces anything like the return of crop it did at one time. The
¢ best stacks grown in Macher in old land manured with sea-weed, from
¢7 10 9 bollsis rarely turned out, when im my first vecollection stacks
¢ of the same size made an average of from 12 to 24 bolls. Tenants
¢ and others find it more profitable to give the corn to their cattle as it
¢ grows, and buy meal for their families. The miller of Dusary told
‘ me all he had of his year’s grinding was 74 bolls. This mill was not
tlong ago rented at £56.” A few years ago it was reduced to
*£30. All the miller has this year to meet this rent is 71 bolls,
¢t and the other mills are somewhat alike, I may now shortly advert to
imy experience in Skye. At the time I was appointed factor for
¢ Lord Macdonald in 1838, the crofters in Skye were just recovering
¢ from the effects of the famine of 1836 and 1837, and during the three
¢ and a half years I remained in the office, I have no recollection of ever
< having heard from any of the crofiers on the estate a complaint of the
¢ rents being too high or of the land being scarce. As to the rents they
¢ could not have been too high, as they were fixed by the late Mr Neil
« Maclean of Iuverness, at a moderate rate about the year 1830, and the
s price of cattle and sheep had advanced at Whitsunday 1838. The lease
¢ on the largest farm on the estate came to an end while I was factor, and
¢ without difficulty I get it renewed at an advance on Mr Maclean's valua-
¢ tion of about 35 per cent. as well as a smaller advance on other farms,
¢ yet there was not a shilling added to the rents of the crofters, though
¢ valued at the same time and by the same valuator. As to searcity of
¢ land, my opinion was at the time that the stock on the crofts was scarcer
¢ than the land, owing probably to the famine having compelled several of
¢ the crofters to encroach on their stock.  In 1839 there was an emigration
¢ from Slate and Strath to Australia, and in 1840 and 1841 from Kilmuir,
¢ Snizort, and Portree to Cape Breton and Prince Edward Island. Lord
¢ Macdonald had nothing to do with these further than that he assisted
¢ such emigrants as were in need of help, There was no Brae or Benlee
¢ question in my time. My idea was that Denlee was a common grazing
« of which many parties had the use, but none an exclusive or unquestionable
¢ right to. T'Lie brae crofters had no doubf the lion’s share of the benefit,
+ but only 1 think, because they resided nearest to it. When North Ulst
“ and Kilmuir were sold, it appears to me it was the factor's duty to put
¢ Benlee on & different footing, so as to get rent for it. Whether the Brae
¢ tenants had then a right to any deduction of rent, for at most they could
¢ claim no more, seeing they had only a share of its use along with others,
¢ depended, I think, on whether Mr Maclean, in his valuation of 1830, had
¢ in fixing their rents calcalated on the partial use they had of the hill,
¢ The fact of a decree of removing having been oblained against them in
¢t 1863, and of their taking a new set of their crofts without Benlee, at the
¢ rents then fixed, settled the question, When Benlee fell out of leasa again,
¢ their having had a partial use of it seventeen years previously could give
+ them no right, enly an argument to support their application for it; hut
¢+ Lord Macdonald was surely entitled to consider whether their offer wius
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- adequate, whether they had capital to stock it, or to take any other view
¢ that might ocenr to him on the matier. I cannot help thinking that a
¢ moderate amount of firmness ought to have obtained a scttlement, and
¢ would no doubt have done so but for the interference of others who must
‘ have a say now-a-days in much that does not concern them, particularly
¢ if it pertains to the distribution of land. The practical question now is
¢ to determine what should or can be done to improve the condition of the
¢ erofters, and if possible place them above want. This iz a matter which
¢ from my position and circumstances I have been led to consider more or
¢ less for more than half a century, and I have always arrived at the same
¢ conelusion.  The first step seems to me to be to enlarge the present crofts
¢ to such an extent that each croft will support a family comfortably, and
¢ to give them leases of these enlarged crofts.  But the crofter, in order to
¢ prosper, must be possessed of snch an amount of eapital as will start him in
¢ full stock and free of debt. To do otherwise, the erofter would be Ianded
¢ in misery and kept in that state. Iam opposed generally to the breaking
¢ up of large farms, and converting them into crofters’ holdings, though this
¢ might be done with advantage in a few exceptional cases. The cost of
¢ buildings involved by such a change would be enormous, for the old class
¢ of buildings will nolonger do. There must be well-sized dwelling houses,
¢ with apartments more appropriate to modern civilisation, byres, stables,
¢ and kilns, Moreover, the land in the case of large farms now in pasture
‘ having been long out of cultivation, the proper working of it would at
¢ first be attended with no small difficulty and expense. Resides, T am
¢ inclined to think that the putting these large farms under crofters would
¢ only lead back to the old state of matters, the same ground of over-
¢ peopling and its attendant miseries would just be gone over again, aggra-
¢ vated by the number alternately to be provided for being greater than
¢ at present, There is an idea abroad that those places where old stances of
¢ houses are seen must necessarily have at one time been the abodes of a
¢ well-to-do and happy tenantry. I suspect this is a very mistaken idea.
¢ The tradition is that the occupiers were often very miserable for want of
* food. The late Dr John Macleod mentions this in his evidence befare
¢the House of Commons. 1 have myseli been told in my younger days
¢ of the barbarous custom of bleeding cattle in sumrer having been often
* resorted to, to afford the people food, and also that many subsisted for
¢ weeks af a time on shell-fish slone. TLooking to the fact that potatoes
*aro now such an uncertain crop, and keeping in view the general
¢ impression that the land is not producing so much corn in the islands,
¢ and if the result of the Locheport experiment and the expenditure of
* £800 by Lord Macdonald on drains, be taken as samples of what wouald
¢ result in similar cases, the inducement to extend crofts is not great, but
¢ very much to the contrary. Without discussing the various views that
¢ are taken of this important question, I venture to say that in my opinirn
¢ emigration to healthy thriving colonies of every family that cannot take
‘ up, or be provided with, so much land as will amply suffice for its support,
¢ and find no other adeguete means of livelthood, is the only way to meet
* the present ditficulty, and I believe it wiil meet it thoroughly. It may
‘ be said that the peopls will refuse to emigrate. I have no belief in this
¢ if the people be only left to themselves and fairly dealt with. In the
¢ garly part of this century they actually rushed to America in hundreds,
‘in the feeth of the wishes of the proprietors. T found in the factors
¢ office in Portree in the letter book of Captain Maedougal, then Lord
¢ Macdonald’s factor eopies of letters addressed to his Lonlship's Edinbuargh
¢ agents. Dy these letters it appears Captain Macdougnl declined bo try
 and prevent the people emigrating, as he had been asked to do by Lord
¢ Macdonald's commissioners being of opinion that whatever amount of
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¢ emigration took place, more people would remain than the estate could INVER-
¢ support. Though Captain Macdougal had been writing now he could  NESS.
¢ not, so far as my recollection serves me, kave explained the existing state
“of matters more correetly than he did in these letters. Captain 0
¢ Macdougal died shortly after these letters were written, and was succeeded Charles Shaw,
* by another, who I believe, though unwillingly went into the commis.
¢ sioners, views of stopping the emigration. During my own life down to
¢ a period not very remote a stream of amigration more or less intense has
* been going on from the outer islands to America, and 1t was this stream
¢ of emigration that saved the island of Benbecula, in which I spent my
* younger days, from being in a worse state of congestion than any of the
* other islands. Indeed, I look on that island as in a great part of its
¢ past history showing more clearly the benefits of emigration than any
¢ other part of the Highlands and Islands with which I am acquainted.
* It is in a manner self-confained, and has no fishing in its neighbourhood.
¢ The people are not fishermen. It at one time prodaced more kelp than
¢ any island of its size in the Hebrides, and now that kelp manufacture
‘ may be sald to bave ceased, its inhabitants have nothing to depend npon
¢ but the produce of the soil.  So far as I have heard of its history, it has
¢ always been occupled by the crofter class, excepting the Clanranald home
* farra of Nunton. There have never been any great changes in it, no
¢ glearances or conversion of crofter farms inte tacksmen’s, or the reverse,
‘ 10 any appreciable extent. There has been for a long iime an attempt
¢ to convert moorland into arable with some partial success—the moorland
¢ producing an inferior potato, and still more inferior oats, and a slightly
¢ improved pasture. While this was going on there was a pretty regular
¢ and gradual emigration to Cape Breton, not always annuaily, but some-
¢ times s0, and never at a great interval of years. The population did
¢ after all increase, and sometimes press heavily on the means of subsistence,
¢ but the proprietor Clanranald always came forward with a supply of meal,
¢ and the occasional emigration helped to relieve the pressure, and kept the
* numbers within some bounds, There was no influence used for or
¢ against emigration ; facilities were given to those who wished to emigrate,
¢ hy relieving them of their crofts if they had any, even between terms,
¢ but nothing more. Providence opened the door, and the people, left to
¢ their own judgment, made use of it as an exii from what appeared to
¢ them either a present or coming evil. Emigration was the safety valve,
¢ and the people cheerfully availed themselves of it. The same, I am con-
¢ vineed, would have happened again had the people been let alone and
¢ heen left to their own judgment, but the agitation about changes in the
¢ land laws, &c. has, I fear, quite upset them for the time. However un-
¢ likely things may look ab present, I very much agree with Mr Kenneth
¢ Maedonald, one of the witnesses examined in Harris, that when education
¢ spreads they will take a different view of the case; and I believe it is
¢ uuly ignorance, and the advice of injudicious friends that will induce them
¢ to remain in their present precarious state, so nearly allied to poverty and
¢ want, and to delay their availing themselves of any opportunity offered
¢+ them of attaining to the greater and more permanent wealth and inde-
¢ pendence which 80 many of their countrymen have already secured, and
¢ they or their descendants are now enjoying.

41435, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Were some of the Sollas people tried
at Inverness +—Yes.

41435% Were you present —Yes, I was a witnesa.
41436, Who was the judge that tried them +—Lord Cockburn,

41437. Did you ever read Lord Cockburn’s Memorials I—Yes.

41438, Trid you ever read the chapter about the Sollas evictions 1—T
really forget, but I remember what he said at the trial a great deal better.

INVERNEes.
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So far as I remember, he said he did not know whether to laud or to find
fault with Lord Macdonald’s proceedings—that there was uo evidence
before the Court to say one thing or another, and he had formed no
opinion—so help bim God. It is very well reported in the Jnverness
Courier.

41439, Perhaps you will refresh your memory again by looking at the
Memorials 7—1 would rather refer to the Courier.

41440. What I am referring to is not what he said at Tnverness, but
his own journals }—I have the book. )

41441. Now, you made reference to the name of Mr Brown, the
factor for Clanranald, and who was so for a long time +—He was there
from 1796 to 1811.

41442, The account you give of the Clanranald family is a very plensant
one T—Well, it is the one he always gave me, for it was himself who first
suggested the idea, and I watched and found he was perfectly correct.

41443. And you yourself had a good deal to do with the estates in the
Clanranald time %—TYes.

41444, Then these are exactly the old iimes the crofters would like to
see back again 7—Yes ; but give them the kelp again, and T hope the old
time will come back too.

41445, I don’t think any of the delegates made any particular objection
to their position in the time of the Clanranalds?—Well, this delegate
that I refer to said that two years before Colonel Gordon bought the estate.

41446. But that is explained + -1t is explained now ; but if T had not
taken it up, it would have gone down in history, I suppose, with the ill-
doings of other factors.

41447, The most of your experience as a factor applies to a time more
than forty years ago —Yes ; I ceased to be factor for Lord Macdonald in
the year 1841,

41448. But we had very few complaints as to what oceurred prior to
1841 +—There were very few complaints when I was there. You could
not expect that certainly.

41449. And there were none +—2Xo.

41450, But we should like to have heard from you something of the
doings at a Jater period than 18411%—I don’t like to give an account of
doings that I was not concerned with. T have refrained in this paper from
saying anything T did not know of my own knowledge.

41451. You made some refersnce in your paper to what MacWeill of
Canna dil+—Yes. In a Committee before the House of Commons,
Mr Graham of Redgorton, who was the commissioner sent to us in 1837,
recommended MaeXNeill as a model whom all Highland proprietors should
follow, and he turned off 200 out of 500 the first step he took.

41452, Tsthers a MacNeill of Canna now #—XNo.

41453. He has gone +—Yes.

41454, Along with the 200 +—Xo ; a long time afterwards,

41155. But considering the great credit given to this MacNeill of
Canna, it appears that forty years afterwards there is no MaceNeill of Canna %
—The last of them was a fool, and you cannot help that. That has
nothing to do with the turning cut of the people. He was practically a
fool ; 1 don't say he was in an asylum,

41456. I must ask you as a man of greab experience to re-consider a
matter in your paper. In speaking about Sollas, you stated that the
people were in arrear I—I was told go. That is one of the things I had
no evidence of. I did not sec the books, but it was stated at the time of
the evictions. When Sheriff Colquhoun was there, carrying through the
law, we were told they were about two years in arrear, and some of them
four, and some were a year and & half.
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41457, 1 was going to ask you more with reference to an observation INVER.
you make in your own paper, and I think the parport of your cbservation ~ NESS.
was this, that usually when they were not able to pay they were bound INvERNESS
to go +—Yes, I think T did make use of that observation. But Ialse ’
took into view their prospects and the state of the country at the time. Charles Shaw.
I did not take the mere fact of a man being & year or two in arrear, which
may happen at any time, but here was the countiy in a state of destitution
without the means of livelihood. What were they to do?

41458. I am afraid your statement was rather broader than that —Tt
was not intended to be broader, because my intention was to look to the
whale circumstances of the case, If I did not say it, I should have said,
looking to the whole circumstances of the country, —and I think if you
ook at the paper, although it does not ocecur in that particular sentence,
you will find in the sentences either before or after, that anybody reading
it carefully will infer I looked at the state of the country at the time.

41439. I am glad to hear it }—I never would recommend evietion for
the mere fact of arrear; but it was the desperate state of the couniry then
that made the case so bad, 50 hopeless for Lord Macdonald.

41460. Youdon't mean then, if it is susceptible of such a meaning, thab
because a man might fall into arrcar for a time, he must go if he did not
pay =—No; but still the landlord hag the right to make them go if he
chooses to do it

41461. Let me go a little further. Are there no men in this world
engaged in commerce, who sometimes fhrough mitfortune ave not able to
pay their debts in full, aud who go through the Baukruptey Court 7—Yea.

41462, Is it necessary in those cases that those men are compelled asa
matter of course to emigrate and go abroad 7—XNo, it is not. It may be,
though, and I believe it very often happens, that they go abroad befere
their affairs are examined into, A

41463. You surely would not say your countrymen are in the habit of
1oing that, or your brethren in the islands +—My brethren in the islands
are just like other people.

41464. Another thing you stated about Sollas was that some of the
people in Sollas were not removed, but remained there }-~They are there
yet.

41465, Did any of those people that remained come to make s com-
plaint to us? Did they send delegates t—1T really forget.

41466, T don't think they did 7T cannot remember. Yes, they did ;
Angus Macaulay was there.

41467. What complaint had he }—Oh, he had every complaint in the
world. Ilis evidence, as reported in the Seofeman, 1s most odious, so far
ag reflections went,

41468. Dut what T wanted to know was this, was there any real
complaint brought before the Commission by the remaining inhabitants of
Sollag as to their present eondition?—I don't think there was, becauso
they have had no reason to complain of Sir John Orde. He has been a
most exeellent proprietor, and kept the rontal of the estate the same as it
was fifty years ago, and has not added one penny to it.

41469. We find on the one hand that those who reminined had no
complaint of their present position, but we find that those who were
compulsorily removed to- Locheport had great complaints 2—Yes; bub
who was to know it was fo turn outf as it did ¢

41470. But the people at Locheport have complained very much in-
deed +—Yes, very much indeed.

41471. We have found two facts,—that the people allowed to remain
in Sollas were making no complmut but those compelled to go ‘i) Toche

8L
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port were complaining ; is it not a fair inference to say, that if the
people who were sent to Locheport had been allowed to remain in Sollas,
they would be as contented as those who are there -1 don’t know ; but
they would be ten times more contented if they emigrated.

41472. But thatis not an answer —Well, itis really a thing impossible
to know. You must observe that Lord Macdonald made a selection. I
don't know but he selected the men who had the means of working the
land ; whereas it was the poor people that went to Locheport, and if
they had remained at Sollas, they might have been twenty times worse
off than they are.

41473. Who has Sollas at this moment +—There are four townships,
and the two townships from which the people went to Locheport are in
the hands of a Skye man.

41474. Now, would it not be more pleasing to you as an isleman to
see o lot of islemen in this island, instead of the Skyemen +—Yes, if they
were contented and not starved, as I have seen them.

41475, Is it nof true that Sollas was a sort of garden in North Uist,
and that the people were not only able to support themselves, but to
export elsewhere I—I never heard that. On the coatrary, it was a
wretched place, for they had five miles, as one of the delegates says, to
bring sea-ware, and to carry it through heavy deep sand for three miles,
and the potatoes had been failing for a pericd of years, whatever the
canse of it was. No, no; Sollas was never the garden of North Uist.

41476. You admitted in a kind of hesitating way that there was one
man taken hold of and put on board whether he wonld or not +—But I
know nothing about it.

41477. But you heard it %1 never heard of it at all. T got a letter
from an M.P., in London to say he heard this, and I went immediately
to the Procurator-Fiscal to consult what we were to do. Tt was difficult
to deal with it, as the people were gone to America, but still I wanted to
satisfy my friend, and this was the result.

41478. If yon had known what was going to happen on board the
‘Hercules,” where the small-pox broke out, would you have allowed a
single man to put 2 foot on board+—1 don’t think I would have interfered.
It was none of my business. I was helping the people the best way
Y could.

41479. But my question is, Had yon known uof the results of the
unfortunate breaking out of epidemic, would you have recommended a
single man or woman to go on board +—1I could not prevent them. If
the ship was to be lost on the way to Australia, how could I prevent it?
T have not the gift of propheey.

41480. Is this the only case where epidemics have broken out in the
case of vessels sent to take pecple to the colonies +—T never heard of any
others. There may have been, for all 1 know.

41481. You mention there are about 600 or 700 militiamen %—Yes.

41482. And you think that iz & most creditable thicg to the men +—
Very creditable.

41483. But according to your own statement, if emigration is the only
thing to put matters right, how many militiamen will you have I—I
don’t know ; but I suppose there are only twenty-four from the whole
of Bkye, though the population is nearly double.

41484, Would the Inverness militia be worth anything numerically
but for the men of the islandst—Certainly not, but I do not expect that
the men of the west, though emigration was carried out, would all go
away. Surely we will keep the half of them. I would like as many as
are comfortulle to stay. I wand to keep every human being that will be
quite comfortable.



Minutes of Bvidence, 2747

41485, You think, by drawing the line at half, that would be quite INVER.
enough $—0h, I don’t mean to say that is the right thing. It was justa  NESS.
sort of hap-hazard way of stating it. :

41486, You have stated you read over the evidence carefully, and [¥VERNEss.
watched it as it went along 9—T did. Charles Shaw,

41487. Can you say, or can you not, that the people have at this
moment very great cause of complaint as to their position 7—Well, I don’t
know. They have cause of complaint if this fact be true that the erops
are scarce, but if the ground is yiclding the crops it did yield before, they
would have no sericus cause of complaint, if they contented themselves
with barley meal and potatoes and milk, and things of that kind,

41488. Do you think that the land in the Quter Hebrides is at all
equally distributed snong the population—I mean with regard to large
farms and croftst—Well, I think it is very much upon a par with the
mainland.  In North Uist there are 63,000 acres, and there are upwards
of 4000 people. If you take the west coast, T think you will not find
such a population.

41489. How much will the crofters have; will they have the halfl
—1 don’t know if they have. There is a great extent of what you call
common, and they have their sheep there.

41490. I take the case of Barra as an illustration. There is & con-
stderable population there —About 2000

41491, Is the best half of the island in the hands of one man+—XNot
the half of it ; at least, he had not when I was there. I dom't know
what it is now.

41492. But he has the best portion of it +—Yes, decidedly, he has the
best quality, but there is some, which is in the hands of another man,
which is just as good though not so extensive,

41493. Do you know anything about the wealth of the peopls in any
way —Well, I hear there are considerable sums in the banks on deposit.
I don’t know whether to believe it or not.  If it is true, the people must
be much more wealthy than the general public give them credit for, I
have heard since I came to Inverness of large sums on deposit receipt in
a bank at Lochmaddy, but I don't know whether it is the truth or not.
These things are like a snow-ball—always added to.

41494, If it be true that there are considerable deposits in the banksin
the Hebrides, must they not have come there very much from what we call
the crofting class, namely, the people paying rent under £301—
Decidedly. I am very much inclined to think, if there is much money
there, it comes very much from the east coast fishing, because I hear of
men coming home with £25 or £28 earned, others come without a
shilling ; but putting it all together, I rather incline to think that is the
best source of money-making for them.

41495. And if there be any monies in the bank they must come from
that source +—They must come from that source.

41496. You have been many many years a Sheriff; cannot you say
something in favour of the character of your island brethren I have
already said that they are just like other people.

41497, No bettert—Certainly not. I will not flatter them by saying
they are better than other pecple. I don't think there is any man who
has sat on the judgment seat for forty years, but ought to know people
very well. Some of them are very good, but others indifferent,

41498, Is the record of serious crime apparently trifling?—It is not so
great now as when I went there ag first. There was seldom a circuit ag
one time but there were one or two prisoners, It is the ravest thing
now,
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41499, Then thers is an improvementi—There is an improvement—a
decided improvement.

41500. What used to be the general nature of the offences? Was
there any particular species of crime?—Theft and assaults, but the
assaulis were seldom of 2 magnitude that entitled them to be tried before
the Sheriff and a jury, or the Justiciary Court.

41501, Sheriff Nicolson.—Did you observe reflections made upon Dr
Macleod in the course of the evidence given in Ulst}—Yes, and I was
very much disgusted with them,

41502, Did you see a paper, given in from South Uist, in which the
manner of his death was referred to, as if it had been a judgment?——Yes,
and there was a horrible letter put into a paper.

41503. You knew Dr Macléod very well?—Very intimately.

41504, And the way he administered Lord Macdonald’s estate 7—Well,
T don't know anything about Lord Macdonald's estate,

415053, But with regard to Uist, can you tell us?—I do not suppose
there is any foundation at all for whut was éaid. He was a most
benevolent, kind-hearted man, a man who would take any amount of
trouble to benefit another. I never saw a man mors ready, being a doctor,
to rise at twelve o’clock at night in that dreadful climate, and go here and
there to trifling cascs. 7

41506. But in the exercise of his duties as factor, in particular, was
he not considered very lenient ?—T cannot say as to that. I live ata
considerable distance from South Uist, thirty or forty miles, and I
cannot say anything as to the facts. I merely speak of the character of
the man, who was quite the opposite of anything like what was alleged.

41507, The Chairman—T would just ask you a single question about
a custom which you allude to here, and about which we hal some
evidence recently ; that is, the alleged custorn of bleeding cattle in order
to procure food 3—1 heard that long, long ago, but I cannot say one word
about the truth of it.

41508. But you heard of it #—Yes,

41509, Was it reported that the blood of the cattle was mixed with
meal +—No; I did not hear that part of the story at all I remember an
old man telling me that long ago they occasionally bled the cattle, I
was rather disgusted, and did not even ask how it was cooked, if cooked
it was,

41510, Was it reported to you that they did that on aceount of hunger,
or because it was a delicacy %—On account of hunger, I understood.
That was my understanding, and it was told to me as such,—that the
scareity used to be so great in some summers long ago that they used to
blecd the cattle.

41511. Because it was argued to us that if they mixed the blood with
meal, that proved they could not have been in want of food, because
they had the meal?—Certainly, it was a very natural conclusion. I never
heard of the meal.

41512, Sherdff Nicolson.—During all the long time you presided as
Sheriff at Ulst, did you {ind any change for the better in the character
and habits of the people ?—The only thing I can remark is that lattery T
did not ecome so often to the Circuit Court here. When I was first
appointed I was here almost every Circuit Court with one, two, three, or
four priscners sometimes, but latterly there were not so many of these
heavy crimes. I think the quantity of eriminal work was just about the
same, only the critnes were less heinous.

41513. Perhaps the reason for that was, that the police were morae
efficient i—DPerhaps they were made more efficient and more numerous,

[ADJOURNED.?
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41514, The Chairman.—Youappear as a delegate from ths association ?
—Yes.

41515. Have you a written statement?—I have no written statement.
I was merely asked to corroborate the statement that was presented by the
first witness, Charles Mackay.

41516. And is there any branch of this question on which you wish to
express a personal independent opinion particularly ?—I am of opinion
geaerally, that if the erofters throughout the Highlands had more land and
security of tenure—that is to say, that they would be in no apprehension
of removal in their ordinary circumstances—they would produece far more
out of their crofts, and that they might perhaps devote their attention to
the produetion of various other things from their holdings,

41517, You think that they would not only produce mote of what they
produce already, but that they would embark in other cultures #—Yes,

41518. What other cultures do you think they might adopt 7—1 might
draw your attention, for one instance, to the large quantities of eggs im-
ported into this country from other countries, and there is a very large
quantity of eggs sent from the Highlands to the southern markets besides
what is consumed at home, I think that even in this matter alone, the pro-
duction of eggs throughout the Highlands might be very much increased, so
much so indeed that I think an erdinary crofter with a small holding might
possibly pay his rent nearly from eggs alone. From caleulations I have
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been meking, [ do not give them as very accurate, but they are satisfactory .

to my own mind, I believe that throughout the Highlands, taking the
maintand apart from the islands, perhaps upwards of £100,000 worth of
eggs is produced,

41519, I wonld like to know how yon connect the increased production
of eggs particularly with security of tenure. I can perfectly understand
that the increased production of corn might be stimulated by sceurity of
tenure,—=a thing that requires a first outlay and a sustained expenditure,—
but surely the stock that produce eggs are more cheaply and rapidly reared
and of a more transitory nature than any other stock 7—I do not connect it
with security of temure; I rather connect it with the increase of the
number of smaller holdings.

£1520, That if there was more security there would be more small
holdings, and the small holdings would prodnece more small produce 7—Yes.

41521, And particularly poultry 3—Poultry and other things.

415232, Tf keeping poultry was more extensively practised on the small
holdings, how are the poultry to be fed? Do you anticipate that food

3N
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would have to be purchased for the poultry, or wonld the poultry be fed
from the ordinary produce of the farm and leavings of the house +—Partly
from the produce of the farm and partly from purchesed articles.

41523. Have you any example of a small holder devoting himself parti-
cularly and profitably to poultry farming %—No, I don’t know that it would
do to devote himself particnlarly to it, except as an accompaniment to other
things.

413224. They all have poultry already, I fancy +—Yes, I understand
they have.

41525, Is there anything else in the way of small produce that you
think might be raised upon small holdings, such as small fruits and better
sorts of vegetables, and so on }—I may menticn I had a2 communication
from a firm in Ireland, who have devoted considerable attention to pork
curing and pork rearing, and I have had inguiries about what the prospects
would be of starting an industry like this in some part of the west coast
and among the crofting population.

41526. Bu